
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 

 

 January 9-18  Week of Prayer for Christian 
         Unity 
 
Fri January 21     Respect Life Mass 
 
Sat January 22     Day of Penance for 49th 
         Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
 
Sun  January 23    Sunday of the Word of God 
 
Sat/Sun January 29-30 Second Collection for CCD 
 
Sat/Sun February 26-27 Annual Catholic Appeal  
       Commitment Weekend 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
 

  Jesus’ first miracle was preceded by his Mother’s firm 
faith in her Divine Son. Her request: “Do whatever he 
tells you,” is an exhortation to trust him without hesita-
tion. In our journey of faith, let us always trust in the 
Lord’s goodness.  

LECTORS 
   
  January 16th  January 23rd 
  John Klobas Jim Billo 
  Bob Gartner Sandy Ogden 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 23,992 24,490 -498 -2.0% 

OLV-English 12,658 10,996 1,662 15.1% 

OLV-Spanish 10,762 10,130 632 6.2% 

St. Stephen's 12,903 14,032 -1,128 -8.0% 

WeShare 6,600 4,821 1,778 36.9% 

Total Collections 66,915 64,469 2,446 3.8% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Offertory Collections are 3.8% over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

• Our Lady of the Valley Church: Feb 5th (Sat) 4:30pm 
Mass is transferred to Feb 6th (Sunday) 3:00pm. 

 
A Gospel Reflection from Benedict XVI 

In the Gospel passage, Mary makes a request of her 
Son on behalf of some friends in need. At first sight, this 
could appear to be an entirely human conversation be-
tween a Mother and her Son and it is indeed a dialogue 
rich in humanity. Yet Mary does not speak to Jesus as if 
he were a mere man on whose ability and helpfulness 
she can count. She entrusts a human need to his power 
B to a power which is more than skill and human ability. 
In this dialogue with Jesus, we actually see her as a 
Mother who asks, one who intercedes. As we listen to 
this Gospel passage, it is worth going a little deeper, not 
only to understand Jesus and Mary better, but also to 
learn from Mary the right way to pray. Mary does not real-
ly ask something of Jesus: she simply says to him: “They 
have no wine” (Jn 2:3). Weddings in the Holy Land were 
celebrated for a whole week; the entire town took part, 
and consequently much wine was consumed. Now the 
bride and groom find themselves in trouble, and Mary 
simply says this to Jesus. She doesn’t ask for anything 
specific, much less that Jesus exercise his power, per-
form a miracle, produce wine. She simply hands the mat-
ter over to Jesus and leaves it to him to decide about 
what to do. In the simple words of the Mother of Jesus, 
then, we can see two things: on the one hand her affec-
tionate concern for people, that maternal affection which 
makes her aware of the problems of others. We see her 
heartfelt goodness and her willingness to help. […] To her 
we entrust our cares, our needs and our troubles. Her 
maternal readiness to help, in which we trust, appears 
here for the first time in the Holy Scriptures. But in addi-
tion to this first aspect, with which we are all familiar, 
there is another, which we could easily overlook: Mary 
leaves everything to the Lord’s judgement. At Nazareth 
she gave over her will, immersing it in the will of God: 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me ac-
cording to your word” (Lk 1:38). And this continues to be 
her fundamental attitude. This is how she teaches us to 
pray: not by seeking to assert before God our own will 
and our own desires, however important they may be, 
however reasonable they might appear to us, but rather 
to bring them before him and to let him decide what he 
intends to do. From Mary we learn graciousness and 
readiness to help, but we also learn humility and generos-
ity in accepting God’s will, in the confident conviction that, 
whatever it may be, it will be our, and my own, true good. 

We can understand, I think, very well the attitude and 
words of Mary, yet we still find it very hard to understand 
Jesus’ answer. In the first place, we don’t like the way he 
addresses her: “Woman”. Why doesn’t he say: “Mother”? 
But this title really expresses Mary’s place in salvation 
history. It points to the future, to the hour of the crucifix-

ion, when Jesus will say to her: “Woman, behold your 
son. Son, behold your mother” (cf. Jn 19:26–27). It 
anticipates the hour when he will make the woman, 
his Mother, the Mother of all his disciples. On the oth-
er hand, the title “Woman” recalls the account of the 
creation of Eve: Adam, surrounded by creation in all 
its magnificence, experiences loneliness as a human 
being. Then Eve is created, and in her Adam finds 
the companion whom he longed for; and he gives her 
the name “woman”. In the Gospel of John, then, Mary 
represents the new, the definitive woman, the com-
panion of the Redeemer, our Mother: the name, 
which seemed so lacking in affection, actually ex-
presses the grandeur of Mary’s enduring mission. 

 
From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
The evangelists Matthew and Mark refer to Joseph 

as a “carpenter” or “joiner.” We heard earlier that the 
people of Nazareth, hearing Jesus speak, asked 
themselves: “Is not this the carpenter’s son?” (13:55; 
cf. Mk 6:3). Jesus practised his father’s trade. 

The Greek term tekton, used to specify Joseph’s 
work, has been translated in various ways. The Latin 
Fathers of the Church rendered it as “carpenter.” But 
let us bear in mind that in the Palestine of Jesus’ 
time, wood was used not only to make ploughs and 
various pieces of furniture, but also to build houses, 
which had wooden frames and terraced roofs made 
of beams connected with branches and earth. 

Therefore, “carpenter” or “joiner” was a generic 
qualification, indicating both woodworkers and crafts-
men engaged in activities related to construction. It 
was quite a hard job, having to work with heavy ma-
terials such as wood, stone, and iron. From an eco-
nomic point of view, it did not ensure great earnings, 
as can be deduced from the fact that Mary and Jo-
seph, when they presented Jesus in the Temple, of-
fered only a couple of turtledoves or pigeons (cf. Lk 
2:24), as the Law prescribed for the poor (cf. Lv 
12:8). 

Thus, the young Jesus learnt this trade from his fa-
ther. Therefore, when as an adult he began to 
preach, his astonished neighbours asked: “But where 
did this man get this wisdom and these mighty 
works?” (Mt 13:54), and were scandalized by him (cf. 
v. 57), because he was the son of the carpenter, but 
he spoke like a doctor of the law, and they were 
scandalized by this. 

This biographical fact about Joseph and Jesus 
makes me think of all the workers in the world, espe-
cially those who do gruelling work in mines and cer-
tain factories; those who are exploited through un-
documented work; the victims of labour: we have 
seen a lot of this in Italy recently; the children who 
are forced to work and those who rummage among 
the trash in search of something useful to trade... 

Let me repeat what I said: the hidden workers, the 
workers who do hard labour in mines and in certain 
factories: let's think of them. Let's think about them. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

 
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January) 

For true human fraternity. 
 

  We pray for all those suffering from religious dis-
crimination and persecution; may their own rights 
and dignity be recognized, which originate from be-
ing brothers and sisters in the human family.  

Let's think about those who are exploited with unde-
clared work, who are paid in contraband, on the sly, 
without a pension, without anything. And if you don't 
work, you have no security. Undocumented work. And 
today there is a lot of undocumented work. 

Let us think]of the victims of work, who suffer from 
work accidents. Of the children who are forced to work: 
this is terrible! A child at the age of play, who should be 
playing, forced to work like an adult! Children forced to 
work. And of those — poor people! — who rummage in 
the dumps to look for something useful to trade: they go 
to the dumps... All these are our brothers and sisters, 
who earn their living this way: they don't give them dig-
nity! Let us think about this. And this is happening to-
day, in the world, this is happening today. 

But I think too of those who are out of work. How 
many people go knocking on the doors of factories, of 
businesses [asking] “Is there anything to do?” — “No, 
there’s nothing, there’s nothing. [I think] of those who 
feel their dignity wounded because they cannot find this 
work. They return home: “And? Have you found some-
thing?” — “No, nothing… I went to Caritas and I brought 
bread. What gives dignity is not bringing bread home. 
You can get it from Caritas — no, this doesn’t give you 
dignity. What gives you dignity is earning bread — and 
if we don’t give our people, our men and women, the 
ability to earn bread, that is a social injustice in that 
place, in that nation, in that continent. The leaders must 
give everyone the possibility of earning bread, because 
this ability to earn gives them dignity. It is an unction of 
dignity, work. And this is important. 

Not enough consideration is given to the fact that work 
is an essential component of human life, and even of 
the path of sanctification. Work is not only a means of 
earning a living: it is also a place where we express our-
selves, feel useful, and learn the great lesson of con-
creteness, which helps keep the spiritual life from be-
coming spiritualism. Unfortunately, however, labour is 
often a hostage to social injustice and, rather than being 
a means of humanization, it becomes an existential pe-
riphery. I often ask myself: With what spirit do we do our 
daily work? How do we deal with fatigue? Do we see 
our activity as linked only to our own destiny or also to 
the destiny of others? In fact, work is a way of express-
ing our personality, which is relational by its nature. 
And, too, work is a way to express our creativity: each 
one of us works in their own way, with their own style: 
the same work but with different styles. 

It is good to think about the fact that Jesus himself 
worked and had learned this craft from St Joseph. To-
day, we should ask ourselves what we can do to recov-
er the value of work; and what contribution we can 
make, as the Church, so that work can be redeemed 
from the logic of mere profit and can be experienced as 
a fundamental right and duty of the person, which ex-
presses and increases his or her dignity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


