
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled. 

The Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

January 23, 2022 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 

 

Sun  January 23    Sunday of the Word of God 
 
Sat/Sun January 29-30 Second Collection for CCD 
 
Wed February 2    Presentation of the Lord 
 
Sat/Sun February 26-27 Annual Catholic Appeal  
       Commitment Weekend 
 
Wed March 2    Ash Wednesday 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  
 

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
 

  Jesus personally reveals to us how merciful God is! 
He, the Eternal Word made flesh, who speaks the 
good news of joy and freedom through the Scriptures, 
is the Good News in person. Let us open our hearts to 
receive this Word with faith and joy and bring it to oth-
ers by our way of life.  

LECTORS 
   
  January 23  January 30th 
  Jim Billo Justin Olesen 
  Sandy Ogden Karen Churney 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 24,615 25,365 -750 -3.0% 

OLV-English 13,339 11,389 1,950 17.1% 

OLV-Spanish 11,049 10,491 557 5.3% 

St. Stephen's 13,067 14,533 -1,466 -10.1% 

WeShare 6,600 4,821 1,778 36.9% 

Total Collections 68,669 66,599 2,070 3.1% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Next weekend we will have a second collection for 
the CCD program for our children. 

• Offertory Collections are 3.1% over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

• Our Lady of the Valley Church: Feb 5th (Sat) 4:30pm 
Mass is transferred to Feb 6th (Sunday) 3:00pm. 

• The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 
March 12, 2022, at 3:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Val-
ley.  

• Annual Catholic Appeal Weekend is February 
26-27  

• There will be a retreat for the Hispanic community 
beginning February 17 through the end of the month 
and will be held at Ingram Hall in Fall River Mills.  

• January 31st thru 5th of February, Fr Pol will take 
his Christmas Break. 

• 30th January 2022, 1 pm-Holy Rosary at Stephen 
Church.  

A Gospel Reflection from St. Paul VI 
(Evangelii Nuntiandi #6-10) 

The witness that the Lord gives of Himself and that Saint 
Luke gathered together in his Gospel—“I must proclaim the 
Good News of the kingdom of God”—without doubt has enor-
mous consequences, for it sums up the whole mission of Je-
sus: “That is what I was sent to do." These words take on 
their full significance if one links them with the previous vers-
es, in which Christ has just applied to Himself the words of 
the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord has been given to 
me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the 
good news to the poor.” 

Going from town to town, preaching to the poorest—and 
frequently the most receptive—the joyful news of the fulfill-
ment of the promises and of the Covenant offered by God is 
the mission for which Jesus declares that He is sent by the 
Father. And all the aspects of His mystery—the Incarnation 
itself, His miracles, His teaching, the gathering together of the 
disciples, the sending out of the Twelve, the cross and the 
resurrection, the permanence of His presence in the midst of 
His own—were components of His evangelizing activity. 

Jesus Himself, the Good News of God, was the very first 
and the greatest evangelizer; He was so through and 
through: to perfection and to the point of the sacrifice of His 
earthly life. 

To evangelize: what meaning did this imperative have for 
Christ? It is certainly not easy to express in a complete syn-
thesis the meaning, the content and the modes of evangeliza-
tion as Jesus conceived it and put it into practice. In any case 
the attempt to make such a synthesis will never end. Let it 
suffice for us to recall a few essential aspects. 

As an evangelizer, Christ first of all proclaims a kingdom, 
the kingdom of God; and this is so important that, by compari-
son, everything else becomes “the rest,” which is “given in 
addition.” Only the kingdom therefore is absolute and it 
makes everything else relative. The Lord will delight in de-
scribing in many ways the happiness of belonging to this 
kingdom (a paradoxical happiness which is made up of things 
that the world rejects), the demands of the kingdom and its 

Magna Charta, the heralds of the kingdom, its mysteries, 
its children, the vigilance and fidelity demanded of who-
ever awaits its definitive coming. 

As the kernel and center of His Good News, Christ pro-
claims salvation, this great gift of God which is liberation 
from everything that oppresses man but which is above 
all liberation from sin and the Evil One, in the joy of 
knowing God and being known by Him, of seeing Him, 
and of being given over to Him. All of this is begun during 
the life of Christ and definitively accomplished by His 
death and resurrection. But it must be patiently carried 
on during the course of history, in order to be realized 
fully on the day of the final coming of Christ, whose date 
is known to no one except the Father. 

This kingdom and this salvation, which are the key 
words of Jesus Christ’s evangelization, are available to 
every human being as grace and mercy, and yet at the 
same time each individual must gain them by force—they 
belong to the violent, says the Lord, through toil and suf-
fering, through a life lived according to the Gospel, 
through abnegation and the cross, through the spirit of 
the beatitudes. But above all each individual gains them 
through a total interior renewal which the Gospel calls 
metanoia; it is a radical conversion, a profound change of 
mind and heart. 

 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(1/19/2022) 

 In my Apostolic Letter Patris corde, (8 December 2020) 
I had the opportunity to reflect on this aspect of tender-
ness, an aspect of Saint Joseph's personality. In fact, 
although the Gospels do not give us any details about 
how he exercised his paternity, we can be sure that his 
being a "just" man also translated into the education he 
gave to Jesus. “Joseph saw Jesus grow day by day ‘in 
wisdom and age and favour before God and man’” (Lk 
2:52): so the Gospel says. As the Lord had done with 
Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: “he taught him to walk, 
taking him by the hand; he was for him like a father who 
raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and 
feeding him (cf. Hos 11:3-4).” (Patris corde, 2). It is beau-
tiful, this definition in the Bible, that shows God’s relation-
ship with the people of Israel. It is the same relationship, 
we think, that there was between Saint Joseph and Je-
sus. 

The Gospels attest that Jesus always used the word 
"father" to speak of God and his love. Many parables 
have as their protagonist the figure of a father. One of 
the most famous is certainly that of the merciful Father, 
recounted by Luke the Evangelist (cf. Lk 15:11-32). This 
parable emphasizes not only the experience of sin and 
forgiveness, but also the way in which forgiveness reach-
es the person who has done wrong. The text says: 
“While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight 
of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his 
son, embraced him and kissed him” (v. 20). The son was 
expecting a punishment, a justice that at most could 
have given him the place of one of the servants, but he 
finds himself wrapped in his father's embrace. Tender-
ness is something greater than the logic of the world. It is 
an unexpected way of doing justice. That is why we must 
never forget that God is not frightened by our sins: let us 
fix this clearly in our minds. God is not frightened by our 
sins, he is greater than our sins: he is the father, he is 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

 
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January) 

For true human fraternity. 
 

  We pray for all those suffering from religious dis-
crimination and persecution; may their own rights 
and dignity be recognized, which originate from be-
ing brothers and sisters in the human family.  

love, he is tender. He is not frightened by our sins, our mis-
takes, our slip-ups, but he is frightened by the closure of our 
hearts – this, yes, this makes him suffer – he is frightened 
by our lack of faith in his love. There is great tenderness in 
the experience of God's love. And it is beautiful to think that 
the first person to transmit this reality to Jesus was Joseph 
himself. For the things of God always come to us through 
the mediation of human experiences. Long ago – I don’t 
know if I have already told this story – a group of young 
people who did theatrical drama, a pop theatre group, 
ahead of the curve, were struck by this parable of the mer-
ciful father and decided to create a pop theatre production 
on this matter, with this story. And they did it well. And the 
story is that, at the end, a friend listens to a son who is es-
tranged from his father, who wanted to return home but was 
afraid that his father would kick him out and punish him. 
And the friend, said, “Send a messenger to say that you 
want to return home, and if your father will receive you, to 
put a handkerchief in the window, the one you can see as 
soon as you take the last part of the path home”. And this 
was done. And the work, with singing and dancing, contin-
ues until the moment that the son turns onto the last stretch 
of the road and sees the house. And when he looks up, he 
sees the house full of white handkerchiefs: full of them. Not 
one, but three or four in every window. This is God’s mercy. 
He is not deterred by our past, by the bad things we have 
done; settling the accounts with God is a beautiful thing, 
because we begin to talk, and he embraces us. Tender-
ness! 

So, we can ask ourselves if we ourselves have experi-
enced this tenderness, and if we in turn have become its 
witnesses. For tenderness is not primarily an emotional or 
sentimental matter: it is the experience of feeling loved and 
welcomed precisely in our poverty and misery, and thus 
transformed by God's love. 

God does not rely only on our talents, but also on our re-
deemed weakness. This, for example, makes Saint Paul 
say that there is also a plan for one’s fragility. In fact, he 
wrote to the community of Corinth: “And to keep me from 
being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass 
me...Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it 
should leave me; but he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.'” (2 Cor 
12:7-9). The Lord does not take away all our weaknesses, 
but helps us to walk on with our weaknesses, taking us by 
the hand. He takes our weaknesses by the hand and places 
himself by our side. And this is tenderness. 

The experience of tenderness consists in seeing God's 
power pass through precisely that which makes us most 
fragile; on condition, however, that we are converted from 
the gaze of the Evil One who “makes us see and condemn 
our frailty”, while the Holy Spirit "brings it to light with tender 
love." (Patris corde, 2). “Tenderness is the best way to 
touch the frailty within us. [...] Look how nurses touch the 
wounds of the sick: with tenderness, so as not to hurt the 
further. And this is how the Lord touches our wounds, with 
the same tenderness. That is why it is so important to en-
counter God’s mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, in personal prayer with God, where we experi-
ence his truth and tenderness. Paradoxically, the evil one 
can also speak the truth to us: he is a liar, but he can ar-
range things so that he tells us the truth in order to tell us a 
lie, yet he does so only to condemn us. Instead, the Lord 
tells us the truth and reaches out his hand to save us. We 

know that God’s truth does not condemn, but instead wel-
comes, embraces, sustains and forgives us.” (Patris 
corde, 2). God always forgives: keep this clearly in your 
head and your heart. God always forgives. We are the 
ones who tire of asking for forgiveness. But he always 
forgives, even the worst things. 

It does us good, then, to mirror ourselves in Joseph's 
fatherhood, which is a mirror of God’s fatherhood, and to 
ask ourselves whether we allow the Lord to love us with 
his tenderness, transforming each one of us into men and 
women capable of loving in this way. Without this 
"revolution of tenderness" – there is a need for a revolu-
tion of tenderness! - we risk remaining imprisoned in a 
justice that does not allow us to rise easily and that con-
fuses redemption with punishment. For this reason, today 
I want to remember in a special way our brothers and 
sisters who are in prison. It is right that those who have 
done wrong should pay for their mistake, but it is equally 
right that those who have done wrong should be able to 
redeem themselves from their mistake. They cannot be 
sentences without a window of hope. Any sentence must 
always have a window of hope. Let us think of our broth-
ers and sisters in prison, and think of God’s tenderness 
for them, and let us pray for them, so they might find in 
that window of hope a way out towards a better life. 


