
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

They left everything and followed Jesus. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 

  
Sat/Sun February 26-27 Annual Catholic Appeal  
       Commitment Weekend 
 
Wed March 2    Ash Wednesday 
 
Sat/Sun March 26-27 Catholic Relief Services  
         Collection 
 
Friday April 15    Good Friday 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  
 

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
 

  Jesus forms our hearts so that we can proclaim his 
saving word to the world. As we strive to be faithful dis-
ciples in the service of the Lord, let us follow him with 
humility, courage, and confidence. Let us proclaim his 
word, not only by what we say, but more importantly, 
by how we live.  

LECTORS 
   
 February 6 February 13 
  Kathy Billo Bob Gartner 
  Tom Weber Carolyn Garfield 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

  Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 25,413 27,114 -1,701 -6.3% 

OLV-English 14,175 12,174 2,001 16.4% 

OLV-Spanish 11,823 11,215 608 5.4% 

St. Stephen's 13,941 15,535 -1,594 -10.3% 

WeShare 7,220 5,869 1,351 23.0% 

Total Collections 72,572 71,907 665 0.9% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Rite of Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) for those who desire to enter the Catholic 
church, and for those who have not completed the 
Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and Con-
firmation) will begin in February.  Please contact Fr. 
Pol or Bob Gartner for information. 

• Our Lady of the Valley Church: Feb 5th (Sat) 4:30pm 
Mass is transferred to Feb 6th (Sunday) 3:00pm. 

• Annual Catholic Appeal Weekend is February 
26-27  

• There will be a retreat for the Hispanic community 
beginning February 17 through the end of the month 
and will be held at Ingram Hall in Fall River Mills.  

• The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 
March 12, 2022, at 3:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Val-
ley. 

• Offertory Collections are 0.9% over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

• Synod on Synodality: In preparation for the next 
Synod of Bishops convening in 2023 in Rome, our 
parish is joining with other parishes all over the world 
to thoughtfully share our experiences and viewpoints 
with our bishop. The purpose of the Synod is to 
“listen”, to listen to both its members as well as to lis-
ten to how the Holy Spirit is guiding our church. Our 
parish has scheduled a listening session to take place 
on February 12th at 2:30pm at Our Lady of the Val-
ley. The purpose of this session is to capture the per-
spectives from a diversified group of people willing to 
share their experiences, challenges, dreams and 
hopes for our church. The attendees will reflect and 
share their responses to four questions. A note-taker 
will summarize what is shared during the session, and 
this will be forwarded to the diocese. Names of at-
tendees will not be recorded. After parishes provide 
their summaries to Bishop Soto, a document will be 
prepared summarizing at the diocesan level what was 
shared. At the Synod in 2023, the bishops from all 
over the world will meet and discuss what was shared 
at each of their dioceses. Your contribution is im-
portant to the success of the Synod. If you’re interest-
ed in attending the listening session, please contact 
Fr. Pol or Susan Krezanoski at 530-336-5598. 

 
A Gospel Reflection from St. John Paul II 

   Jesus appointed the Twelve “that they might be with 
him,” and “to send them to preach and to have authority 
to cast out demons” (Mk 3:14–15). They were chosen 
and appointed for a precise mission. They are people 
who are sent (apostles). In John’s text we read further: 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should abide” (Jn 15:16). This fruit is designated in anoth-
er place by the image of fishing, when Jesus, after the 
miraculous catch of fish, said to Peter who was excited by 

the miraculous event, “Do not be afraid; henceforth 
you will be catching men” (Lk 5:10). 

   Jesus set the mission of the apostles in a line of 
continuity with his own mission when, in his priestly 
prayer at the Last Supper, he said to the Father, “As 
you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the 
world” (Jn 17:18). In this context we can understand 
those other words of Jesus: “I confer a kingdom on 
you, just as my Father has conferred one on me” (Lk 
22:29). Jesus did not simply say to the apostles, “The 
mystery of the kingdom of God has been granted to 
you” (Mk 4:11), as though it were granted merely by 
way of cognition. But he “handed over” to the apos-
tles the kingdom which he himself had initiated with 
his messianic mission on earth. This kingdom con-
ferred on the Son by the Father is the fulfillment of 
the promises already given in the old covenant. The 
very number of twelve apostles corresponds in 
Christ’s words to the twelve tribes of Israel. “You who 
have followed me, in the new age, when the Son of 
Man is seated on his throne of glory, will yourselves 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Is-
rael” (Mt 19:28; cf. also Lk 22:30). The apostles, “the 
Twelve,” as the beginning of the new Israel, are at 
the same time “placed” in the eschatological perspec-
tive of the call of the whole people of God. 

   After the resurrection, before definitively sending 
out the apostles into the whole world, Christ linked to 
their service the administration of the sacraments of 
Baptism (cf. Mt 28:18–20), of the Eucharist (cf. Mk 
14:22–24 and parallel passages), and Reconciliation 
(cf. Jn 20:22–23), instituted by him as salvific signs of 
grace. The apostles are therefore endowed with 
priestly and pastoral authority in the Church. 

 
From the General Audience of Pope Francis 

(2/2/2022) 
   I would like to focus on an important article of faith 

that can enrich our Christian life and also shape our 
relationship with the saints and with our deceased 
loved ones in the best possible way: I am talking 
about the communion of saints. We often say, in the 
Creed, “I believe in the communion of saints.” But if 
you ask what the communion of saints is, I remember 
as a child I used to answer immediately, “Ah, the 
saints receive Communion.” It’s something that… we 
don’t understand what we are saying. What is the 
communion of saints? It’s not the saints receiving 
Communion, it’s not that. It’s something else. 

   Sometimes even Christianity can fall into forms of 
devotion that seem to reflect a mentality that is more 
pagan than Christian. The fundamental difference is 
that our prayer and our devotion of the faithful people 
is not based, in these cases on trust in a human be-
ing, or in an image or an object, even when we know 
that they are sacred. The prophet Jeremiah reminds 
us: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man, [...] 
blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord” (17:5,7). 
Even when we rely fully on the intercession of a saint, 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara,  
Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Diane & Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell, 
Joan Knapp 

 
The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (February) 
For religious sisters and consecrated women 

 
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated wom-

en; thanking them for their mission and their cour-
age; may they continue to find new responses to the 
challenges of our times. 

or even more so that of the Virgin Mary, our trust only 
has value in relation to Christ. As if the path toward this 
saint or toward Our Lady does not end there, no. Not 
there, but in relationship with Christ. He is the bond, 
Christ is the bond that unites us to him and to each oth-
er, and which has a specific name: this bond that unites 
us all, between ourselves and us with Christ, it is the 
“communion of saints”. It is not the saints who work mir-
acles, no! This saint is so miraculous…” No, stop there. 
The saints don’t work miracles, but only the grace of 
God that acts through them. Miracles are done by God, 
by the grace of God acting through a holy person, a 
righteous person. This must be made clear. There are 
people who say, “I don’t believe in God, I don’t know, 
but I believe in this saint.” No, this is wrong. The saint is 
an intercessor, one who prays for us and we pray to 
him, and he prays for us and the Lord gives us grace: 
The Lord, through the saint. 

   The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms: “The 
communion of saints is the Church” (no. 946). See what 
a beautiful definition this is! “The communion of saints is 
the Church.” What does this mean? That the Church is 
reserved for the perfect? No. It means that it is the com-
munity of saved sinners [It: peccatori salvati]. The 
Church is the community of saved sinners. It’s beautiful, 
this definition. No one can exclude themselves from the 
Church, we are all saved sinners. Our holiness is the 
fruit of God’s love manifested in Christ, who sanctifies 
us by loving us in our misery and saving us from it. 
Thanks always to him we form one single body, says St 
Paul, in which Jesus is the head and we are the mem-
bers (cf. 1 Cor 12:12). This image of the Body of Christ 
and the image of the body immediately makes us un-
derstand what it means to be bound to one another in 
communion: Let us listen to what Saint Paul says: “If 
one member suffers”, writes St Paul, “all the members 
suffer together; and if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with him. Now you are the body of 
Christ and, each according to his part, his members” (1 
Cor 12:26-27). This is what Paul says: we are all one 
body, all united through faith, through baptism… All in 
communion: united in communion with Jesus Christ. 
And this is the communion of saints. 

   In this sense, the relationship of friendship that I can 
build with a brother or sister beside me, I can also es-
tablish with a brother or sister in heaven. The saints are 
friends with whom we very often establish friendly rela-
tions. What we call devotion to a saint — “I am very de-
voted to this or that saint” — what we call devotion is 
actually a way of expressing love from this very bond 
that unites us. Also, in everyday life one can say, “But 
this person has such devotion for his elderly parents”: 
no, it is a manner of love, an expression of love. And we 
all know that we can always turn to a friend, especially 
when we are in difficulty and need help. And we have 
friends in heaven. We all need friends; we all need 
meaningful relationships to help us get through life. Je-
sus, too, had his friends, and he turned to them at the 
most decisive moments of his human experience. In the 
history of the Church there are some constants that ac-
company the believing community: first of all, the great 

affection and the very strong bond that the Church has 
always felt towards Mary, Mother of God and our Moth-
er. But also the special honor and affection she has 
bestowed on St Joseph. After all, God entrusts to him 
the most precious things he has: his Son Jesus and 
the Virgin Mary. It is always thanks to the communion 
of saints that we feel that the men and women saints 
who are our patrons — because of the name we bear, 
for example, because of the Church to which we be-
long, because of the place where we live, and so on, 
as well as through personal devotion — are close to 
us. And this is the trust that must always animate us in 
turning to them at decisive moments in our lives. It’s 
not some kind of magic, it’s not superstition, it’s devo-
tion to the saints. It’s simply talking to a brother, a sis-
ter, who is in the presence of God, who has led a right-
eous life, a model life, and is now in the presence of 
God. And I talk to this brother, this sister, and ask for 
their intercession for the needs that I have. 


