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Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert and was tempted. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:30 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:30 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 
Sun March 13    Daylight Savings Time begins 
       at 2:00am 
 
Sat/Sun March 26-27 Catholic Relief Services  
         Collection 
 
Wed March 30    Lenten Penance Service  
        6:30pm OLV 
 
Sat April 9    Pastoral Council Meeting at  
       OLV, 3:00pm      
 
Friday April 15    Good Friday 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 
The Forty Days of Lent represent the difficult journey 

of life in this world, in which we face the temptations of 
the devil. In Jesus’ forty-day temptation in the desert, 
he shows that temptations can be resisted and over-
come through the power of the Word of God. Let us 
reject every temptation to sin and rely upon Jesus’ sav-
ing power.  

LECTORS 
   
 March 6 March 13 
  Karen Churney Kathy Billo 
  Bob Gartner Jim Billo 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 28,676 30,612 -1,937 -6.3% 

OLV-English 15,643 13,745 1,898 13.8% 

OLV-Spanish 12,533 12,662 -129 -1.0% 

St. Stephen's 15,433 17,540 -2,107 -12.0% 

WeShare 8,320 6,708 1,612 24.0% 

Total Collections 80,604 81,267 -663 -0.8% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Thank you for helping our neighbors in need through the 
Annual Catholic Appeal. Gifts that have already been 
made to the Appeal will make a difference in the lives of 
those who suffer physical, material and spiritual poverty. If 
you have not yet made a donation, it’s not too late! Donate 
online at www.scd.org/acagive. Envelopes are also availa-
ble here in the church. 25% is returned to our parish for our 
own ministry to people in our community. Your gift matters.  

• Daylight Savings Time begins next Sunday morning, 
March 13th, at 2:00am. 

• Lenten Penance Service: 30th March 2022, 6:30pm Our 
Lady of the Valley. 

• Parish Council Meeting scheduled for March 12th is re-
scheduled for Saturday, April 9th, 2022, at 3:00 p.m. at Our 
Lady of the Valley. 

• Offertory Collections are 0.8% under budget.   

• 16th Annual Benefit for the Poor Raffle Tickets by the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.  6 Days/5 Nights at the Shera-
ton Maui Resort and Spa. Airfare for two, Hertz rental car, 
$500 American Express Gift Card.  Value of the package is 
$3,500.  Tickets are being sold by Bob Gartner. Thank you 
for your support.  

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR LENT 2022  

Lent is a favorable time for personal and community renewal, 
as it leads us to the paschal mystery of the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. For our Lenten journey in 2022, we will do 
well to reflect on Saint Paul’s exhortation to the Galatians: “Let 
us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time we shall reap 
our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, while we have the 
opportunity (kairós), let us do good to all” (Gal 6:9-10). 

In these words, the Apostle evokes the image of sowing and 
reaping, so dear to Jesus (cf. Mt 13). Saint Paul speaks to us of 
a kairós: an opportune time for sowing goodness in view of a 
future harvest. What is this “opportune time” for us? Lent is cer-
tainly such an opportune time, but so is our entire existence, of 
which Lent is in some way an image. All too often in our lives, 
greed, pride and the desire to possess, accumulate and con-
sume have the upper hand, as we see from the story of the 
foolish man in the Gospel parable, who thought his life was 
safe and secure because of the abundant grain and goods he 
had stored in his barns (cf. Lk 12:16-21). Lent invites us to con-
version, to a change in mindset, so that life’s truth and beauty 
may be found not so much in possessing as in giving, not so 
much in accumulating as in sowing and sharing goodness. 

The first to sow is God himself, who with great generosity 
“continues to sow abundant seeds of goodness in our human 
family” (Fratelli Tutti, 54). During Lent we are called to respond 
to God’s gift by accepting his word, which is “living and ac-
tive” (Heb 4:12). Regular listening to the word of God makes us 
open and docile to his working (cf. Jas 1:21) and bears fruit in 
our lives. This brings us great joy, yet even more, it summons 
us to become God’s co-workers (cf. 1 Cor 3:9). By making 
good use of the present time (cf. Eph 5:16), we too can sow 
seeds of goodness. This call to sow goodness should not be 
seen as a burden but a grace, whereby the Creator wishes us 
to be actively united with his own bountiful goodness. 

What about the harvest? Do we not sow seeds in order to 
reap a harvest? Of course! Saint Paul points to the close rela-
tionship between sowing and reaping when he says: “Anyone 

who sows sparsely will reap sparsely as well, and anyone 
who sows generously will reap generously as well” (2 Cor 
9:6). But what kind of harvest are we talking about? A first 
fruit of the goodness we sow appears in ourselves and our 
daily lives, even in our little acts of kindness. In God, no 
act of love, no matter how small, and no “generous effort” 
will ever be lost (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 279). Just as we 
recognize a tree by its fruits (cf. Mt 7:16, 20), so a life full 
of good deeds radiates light (cf. Mt 5:14-16) and carries 
the fragrance of Christ to the world (cf. 2 Cor 2:15). Serv-
ing God in freedom from sin brings forth fruits of sanctifica-
tion for the salvation of all (cf. Rom 6:22). 

In truth, we see only a small portion of the fruits of what 
we sow, since, according to the Gospel proverb, “one 
sows, while another reaps” (Jn 4:37). When we sow for the 
benefit of others, we share in God’s own benevolent love: 
“it is truly noble to place our hope in the hidden power of 
the seeds of goodness we sow, and thus to initiate pro-
cesses whose fruits will be reaped by others” (Fratelli Tutti, 
196). Sowing goodness for the benefit of others frees us 
from narrow self-interest, infuses our actions with gratui-
tousness, and makes us part of the magnificent horizon of 
God’s benevolent plan. 

The word of God broadens and elevates our vision: it 
tells us that the real harvest is eschatological, the harvest 
of the last, undying day. The mature fruit of our lives and 
actions is “fruit for eternal life” (Jn 4:36), our “treasure in 
heaven” (Lk 12:33; 18:22). Jesus himself uses the image 
of the seed that dies in the ground in order to bear fruit as 
a symbol of the mystery of his death and resurrection (cf. 
Jn 12:24); while Saint Paul uses the same image to speak 
of the resurrection of our bodies: “What is sown is perisha-
ble, but what is raised is imperishable; what is sown is con-
temptible but what is raised is glorious; what is sown is 
weak, but what is raised is powerful; what is sown is a nat-
ural body, and what is raised is a spiritual body” (1 Cor 
15:42-44). The hope of resurrection is the great light that 
the risen Christ brings to the world, for “if our hope in 
Christ has been for this life only, we are of all people the 
most pitiable. In fact, however, Christ has been raised from 
the dead, as the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep” (1 
Cor 15:19-20). Those who are intimately united to him in 
love “by dying a death like his” (Rom 6:5) will also be unit-
ed to his resurrection for eternal life (cf. Jn 5:29). “Then the 
upright will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Fa-
ther” (Mt 13:43). 

Christ’s resurrection enlivens earthly hopes with the 
“great hope” of eternal life, planting the seed of salvation in 
our present time (cf. BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi, 3; 7). Bit-
ter disappointment at shattered dreams, deep concern for 
the challenges ahead and discouragement at the poverty 
of our resources, can make us tempted to seek refuge in 
self-centeredness and indifference to the suffering of oth-
ers. Indeed, even our best resources have their limitations: 
“Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and 
fall” (Is 40:30). Yet God “gives strength to the weary, he 
strengthens the powerless. Those who hope in the Lord 
will regain their strength, they will soar on wings like ea-
gles; though they run they will not grow weary, though they 
walk they will never tire” (Is 40:29, 31). The Lenten season 
calls us to place our faith and hope in the Lord (cf. 1 Pet 
1:21), since only if we fix our gaze on the risen Christ (cf. 
Heb 12:2) will we be able to respond to the Apostle’s ap-
peal, “Let us never grow tired of doing good” (Gal 6:9). 

Let us not grow tired of praying. Jesus taught us to “pray 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 

Barbara, Bob Heisinger 
 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (March) 
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges 
We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; 

may they continue to defend the dignity of all human life 
with prayer and action.  

always without becoming weary” ( Lk 18:1). We need to pray 
because we need God. Thinking that we need nothing other 
than ourselves is a dangerous illusion. If the pandemic has 
heightened the awareness of our own personal and social 
fragility, may this Lent allow us to experience the consolation 
provided by faith in God, without whom we cannot stand firm 
(cf. Is 7:9). No one attains salvation alone, since we are all in 
the same boat, amid the storms of history; and certainly no 
one reaches salvation without God, for only the paschal mys-
tery of Jesus Christ triumphs over the dark waters of death. 
Faith does not spare us life’s burdens and tribulations, but it 
does allow us to face them in union with God in Christ, with 
the great hope that does not disappoint, whose pledge is the 
love that God has poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit (cf. Rom 5:1-5). 

Let us not grow tired of uprooting evil from our lives. May 
the corporal fasting to which Lent calls us fortify our spirit for 
the battle against sin. Let us not grow tired of asking for for-
giveness in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, 
knowing that God never tires of forgiving. Let us not grow 
tired of fighting against concupiscence, that weakness which 
induces to selfishness and all evil, and finds in the course of 
history a variety of ways to lure men and women into sin (cf. 
Fratelli Tutti, 166). One of these is addiction to the digital me-
dia, which impoverishes human relationships. Lent is a propi-
tious time to resist these temptations and to cultivate instead 
a more integral form of human communication ( ibid., 43) 
made up of “authentic encounters” ( ibid., 50), face-to-face 
and in person. 

Let us not grow tired of doing good in active charity towards 
our neighbors. During this Lent, may we practice almsgiving 
by giving joyfully (cf. 2 Cor 9:7). God who “supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food” (2 Cor 9:10) enables each of 
us not only to have food to eat, but also to be generous in 
doing good to others. While it is true that we have our entire 
life to sow goodness, let us take special advantage of this 
Lenten season to care for those close to us and to reach out 
to our brothers and sisters who lie wounded along the path of 
life (cf. Lk 10:25-37). Lent is a favorable time to seek out – 
and not to avoid – those in need; to reach out – and not to 
ignore – those who need a sympathetic ear and a good word; 
to visit – and not to abandon – those who are lonely. Let us 
put into practice our call to do good to all, and take time to 
love the poor and needy, those abandoned and rejected, 
those discriminated against and marginalized (cf. Fratelli Tut-
ti, 193). 

Each year during Lent we are reminded that “goodness, 
together with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved 
once and for all; they have to be realized each day” (ibid., 
11). Let us ask God to give us the patient perseverance of 
the farmer (cf. Jas 5:7), and to persevere in doing good, one 
step at a time. If we fall, let us stretch out our hand to the Fa-
ther, who always lifts us up. If we are lost, if we are misled by 
the enticements of the evil one, let us not hesitate to return to 

God, who “is generous in forgiving” (Is 55:7). In this season 
of conversion, sustained by God’s grace and by the com-
munion of the Church, let us not grow tired of doing good. 
The soil is prepared by fasting, watered by prayer and en-
riched by charity. Let us believe firmly that “if we do not give 
up, we shall reap our harvest in due time” and that, with the 
gift of perseverance, we shall obtain what was promised (cf. 
Heb 10:36), for our salvation and the salvation of others (cf. 
1 Tim 4:16). By cultivating fraternal love towards everyone, 
we are united to Christ, who gave his life for our sake (cf. 2 
Cor 5:14-15), and we are granted a foretaste of the joy of the 
kingdom of heaven, when God will be “all in all” (1 Cor 
15:28). 

   May the Virgin Mary, who bore the Savior in her womb 
and “pondered all these things in her heart” (Lk 2:19), obtain 
for us the gift of patience. May she accompany us with her 
maternal presence, so that this season of conversion may 
bring forth fruits of eternal salvation. 


