
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  
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Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Your brother was dead and has come to life again. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Parish Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 
 
Sat/Sun March 26-27 Catholic Relief Services  
         Collection 
 
Wed March 30    Lenten Penance Service  
        6:30pm OLV 
 
Friday April 15    Good Friday 
 
Sat April 16    Pastoral Council Meeting at  
       3:00pm OLV      
 
Sunday April 17    Easter Sunday 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  
 

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 

God calls us to be ambassadors of his merciful love. 
When we “taste and see” how good the Lord is – how 
deeply he loves us, how merciful he is – then we can 
be merciful to one another. Let us enter humbly into 
the Father’s embrace and accept his mercy.  

LECTORS 
   
 March 27 April 3 
  John Klobas Jim Billo 
  Sandy Ogden Kathy Billo 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 31,300 33,236 -1,937 -5.8% 

OLV-English 16,536 14,923 1,613 10.8% 

OLV-Spanish 13,672 13,747 -75 -0.5% 

St. Stephen's 17,317 19,043 -1,726 -9.1% 

WeShare 8,320 6,708 1,612 24.0% 

Other 180 0 180  

Total Collections 87,325 87,658 -333 -0.4% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• This week, we take up The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This collection 
helps six Catholic agencies provide relief and support 
for struggling communities and to work for peace and 
reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and 
sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can support the collection. Learn 
more about the collection at www.usccb.org/
catholic-relief.  

• Rosary Group/Legion of Mary meets Thursday, 
4:30pm, at St Francis Parish Hall.  

• Lenten Penance Service: Wednesday, March 30th, 
at 6:30pm, at Our Lady of the Valley. 

• Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 16th, at 3:00 pm, at Our Lady of the Valley. 

• Offertory Collections are 0.4% under budget.   

Gospel Reflection by St. John Paul II 
In the parable of the prodigal son, the term “justice” is not 

used even once; just as in the original text the term “mercy” 
is not used either. Nevertheless, the relationship between 
justice and love, that is manifested as mercy, is inscribed 
with great exactness in the content of the Gospel parable. It 
becomes more evident that love is transformed into mercy 
when it is necessary to go beyond the precise norm of jus-
tice—precise and often too narrow. The prodigal son, having 
wasted the property he received from his father, deserves—
after his return—to earn his living by working in his father’s 
house as a hired servant and possibly, little by little, to build 
up a certain provision of material goods, though perhaps 
never as much as the amount he had squandered. This 
would be demanded by the order of justice, especially as the 
son had not only squandered the part of the inheritance be-
longing to him but had also hurt and offended his father by 
his whole conduct. Since this conduct had in his own eyes 
deprived him of his dignity as a son, it could not be a matter 
of indifference to his father. It was bound to make him suffer. 
It was also bound to implicate him in some way. And yet, 
after all, it was his own son who was involved, and such a 
relationship could never be altered or destroyed by any sort 
of behavior. The prodigal son is aware of this and it is pre-
cisely this awareness that shows him clearly the dignity 
which he has lost and which makes him honestly evaluate 
the position that he could still expect in his father’s house. 

This exact picture of the prodigal son’s state of mind ena-
bles us to understand exactly what the mercy of God con-
sists in. There is no doubt that in this simple but penetrating 
analogy the figure of the father reveals to us God as Father. 
The conduct of the father in the parable and his whole be-
havior, which manifests his internal attitude, enables us to 
rediscover the individual threads of the Old Testament vision 
of mercy in a synthesis which is totally new, full of simplicity 
and depth. The father of the prodigal son is faithful to his 
fatherhood, faithful to the love that he had always lavished 
on his son. This fidelity is expressed in the parable not only 
by his immediate readiness to welcome him home when he 
returns after having squandered his inheritance; it is ex-
pressed even more fully by that joy, that merrymaking for 
the squanderer after his return, merrymaking which is so 

generous that it provokes the opposition and hatred of 
the elder brother, who had never gone far away from his 
father and had never abandoned the home. 

The father’s fidelity to himself—a trait already known 
by the Old Testament term hesed—is at the same time 
expressed in a manner particularly charged with affec-
tion. We read, in fact, that when the father saw the 
prodigal son returning home “he had compassion, ran to 
meet him, threw his arms around his neck and kissed 
him.” He certainly does this under the influence of a 
deep affection, and this also explains his generosity to-
wards his son, that generosity which so angers the el-
der son. Nevertheless, the causes of this emotion are to 
be sought at a deeper level. Notice, the father is aware 
that a fundamental good has been saved: the good of 
his son’s humanity. Although the son has squandered 
the inheritance, nevertheless his humanity is saved. 
Indeed, it has been, in a way, found again. The father’s 
words to the elder son reveal this: “It was fitting to make 
merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead and is 
alive; he was lost and is found.” In the same chapter 
fifteen of Luke’s Gospel, we read the parable of the 
sheep that was found and then the parable of the coin 
that was found. Each time there is an emphasis on the 
same joy that is present in the case of the prodigal son. 
The father’s fidelity to himself is totally concentrated up-
on the humanity of the lost son, upon his dignity. This 
explains above all his joyous emotion at the moment of 
the son’s return home. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(3/23/2022) 

In the Bible, the account of the death of the elderly 
Moses is preceded by his spiritual testament, called the 
"Song of Moses". This Canticle is first and foremost a 
beautiful confession of faith, and it goes like this: “For I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord / Ascribe greatness 
to our God! / The Rock, His work is perfect; / for all His 
ways are justice. / A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, / just and right is He” (Deut 32:3-4). But it is al-
so the memory of the history lived with God, of the ad-
ventures of the people formed from faith in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And then, Moses also re-
members the bitterness and disappointments of God 
Himself, and says so with this: His faithfulness continu-
ally put to the test by the infidelities of His people. The 
faithful God and the response of the unfaithful people: 
as if the people wanted to put God’s fidelity to the test. 
And He remains always faithful, close to His people. 
This, precisely, is the core of the Song of Moses: God’s 
fidelity, which accompanies us throughout our whole 
life. 

When Moses pronounces this confession of faith, he 
is on the threshold of the promised land, and also of his 
departure from life. He was one hundred and twenty 
years old, the account notes, “but his eye was not 
dim” (Dt 34:7). That capacity to see, to really see, but 
also to see symbolically, as the elderly do, who are able 
to see things, to see the most radical significance of 
things. The vitality of his gaze is a precious gift: it ena-
bles him to pass on the legacy of his long experience of 
life and faith, with the necessary clarity. Moses sees 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 

Barbara, Bob Heisinger 
 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (April)  
For health care workers  

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and 
the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they 
be adequately supported by governments and local com-
munities. 

history and passes on history; the elderly see history and 
pass on history. 

An old age that is granted this clarity is a precious gift for 
the generation that is to follow. Listening personally and 
directly to the story of lived faith lived, with all its highs and 
lows, is irreplaceable. Reading about it in books, watching 
it in films, consulting it on the internet, however useful it 
may be, will never be the same thing. This transmission – 
which is true and proper tradition, the concrete transmis-
sion from the old to the young! – this transmission is sorely 
lacking today for the new generations, an absence that 
continues to grow. Why? Because this new civilization has 
the idea that the old are waste material, the old must be 
discarded. This is brutal! No, no, it mustn’t be like that. 
There is a tone and style of communication to direct, per-
son-to-person storytelling, that no other medium can re-
place. An older person, one who has lived a long time, and 
receives the gift of a lucid and passionate testimony of his 
history, is an irreplaceable blessing. Are we capable of 
recognizing and honoring this gift of the elderly? Does the 
transmission of faith – and of the meaning of life – follow 
this path today, of listening to the elderly? I can give a per-
sonal testimony. I learned hatred and anger for war from 
my grandfather, who fought at the Piave in ’14, and he 
passed on to me this rage at war. Because he told me 
about the suffering of a war. And this isn’t learned in books 
or in other ways… it’s learned in this way, being passed 
down from grandparents to grandchildren. And this is irre-
placeable. Today, unfortunately, this is not the case, and 
we think that grandparents are discarded material: No! 
They are the living memory of a people, and young people 
and children ought to listen to their grandparents. 

In our culture, which is so “politically correct,” this path 
seems to be hindered in many ways: in the family, in soci-
ety, in the Christian community itself. Some even propose 
abolishing the teaching of history, as superfluous infor-
mation about worlds that are no longer relevant, which 
takes resources away from knowledge of the present. As if 
we were born yesterday, right? 

The transmission of faith, on the other hand, often lacks 
the passion of a “lived history.” To hand on the faith is not 
just to say things, “bla, bla, bla.” No! It is to speak about 
the experience of faith. And so, how can it draw people to 
choose love forever, fidelity to the given word, persever-
ance in dedication, compassion for wounded and disheart-
ened faces? Of course, the stories of life must be trans-
formed into testimony, and the testimony must be faithful. 
An ideology that bends history to its own schemes is cer-
tainly not faithful; propaganda that adapts history to pro-
mote its own group is not faithful; it is not faithful to turn 
history into a tribunal in which the past is condemned and 
any future is discouraged. No. To be faithful is to tell histo-
ry as it is; and only those who have lived it can tell it well. 
For this reason, it is very important to listen to the elderly, 
to listen to grandparents: for the children to converse with 
them. 

The Gospels themselves honestly tell the blessed story 
of Jesus without hiding the mistakes, misunderstandings, 
and even betrayals of the disciples. This is history, it is the 
truth, this is witness. This is the gift of memory that the 
“elders” of the Church pass on, right from the beginning, 
passing it on “from hand to hand” to the generation that 
follows. It will do us good to ask ourselves: How much do 

we value this way of transmitting the faith, the passing on 
of the baton from the elders of the community to the young 
people who are opening up to the future? And here some-
thing comes to mind that I have said many times, but that I 
want to repeat: How is the faith handed on? “Ah, here’s a 
book, study it.” No. Faith can’t be handed on like that. The 
faith is passed on in dialect, that is, in familiar speech, be-
tween grandparents and grandchildren, between parents 
and their children. The faith is always handed on in dialect, 
in that familiar dialect and experience of the years. This is 
the reason dialogue in a family is so important, the dia-
logue of children with their grandparents, who are the ones 
who have the wisdom of the faith.  

Sometimes I reflect on this strange anomaly. Today, the 
catechism of Christian initiation generously draws on the 
Word of God and conveys accurate information on dog-
mas, the morals of the faith, and the sacraments. What is 
often lacking, however, is a knowledge of the Church that 
comes from listening to and witnessing the real history of 
the faith and the life of the Church community, from the 
beginning to the present day. As children we learn the 
Word of God in catechism classes; but the Church – the 
Church – we learn, as young people, in the classrooms 
and in the global information media.  

The narration of the history of faith should be like the 
Canticle of Moses, like the testimony of the Gospels and 
the Acts of the Apostles. In other words, a story capable of 
recalling God’s blessings with emotion and our failings with 
sincerity. It would be a good thing if catechesis were to 
include, from the very beginning, the habit of listening, to 
the lived experience of the elderly; to the candid confes-
sion of the blessings received from God, which we must 
cherish; and to the faithful testimony of our own failures of 
fidelity, which we must repair and correct. The elderly enter 
the promised land, which God desires for every genera-
tion, when they offer to the young the beautiful initiation of 
their witness and pass on the story of the faith, the faith, in 
dialect, that familiar dialect, that dialect of the old to the 
young. Then, guided by the Lord Jesus, the old and the 
young together enter into His Kingdom of life and love. But 
all together. Everyone in the family, with this great treasure 
that is the faith passed on in dialect. 


