
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Thu April 14  Holy Thursday-Washing of the Feet, 
     6pm, St Francis 

Fri April 15  Good Friday-Veneration of the  
     Cross-St Francis, 2: 30pm,  
     St Stephen Bieber, 4:30pm, Our 
      Lady of the Valley 6:30pm 
       (Bilingual) 

   Pontifical Good Friday Collection for 
     the Holy Land 

Sat April 16 Pastoral Council Meeting at  
      3:00pm OLV 

   Easter Vigil, OLV, 4:30pm 

   Easter Vigil, St Francis, 7:00pm 

Sun April 17  Easter,  Regular Mass Schedule 

 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  
 

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 

As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus during Holy 
Week, we join in his loving sacrifice. With perfect hu-
mility and obedience, he emptied himself completely, 
dying on the Cross for love of us, and the Father raised 
him up and exalted him. We follow Jesus in his dying 
so that we may rise with him to a new and far greater 
life, and so that we may share in his work of bringing 
life to our brothers and sisters!  

LECTORS 

 April 10                     April 17 
Bob Gartner Abbie Olesen 
Tom Weber John Klobas 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

   St. Francis 32,477 34,986 -2,509 -7.2% 
   OLV-English 17,419 15,709 1,710 10.9% 

   OLV-Spanish 14,520 14,471 49 0.3% 
   St. Stephen's 18,323 20,045 -1,723 -8.6% 

   WeShare 9,430 7,756 1,674 21.6% 

   Other 205 0 205  

   Total Collections 92,374 92,966 -593 -0.6% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 16th, at 3:00 pm, at Our Lady of the Valley. 

• RCIA Class meets on the second and fourth Satur-
days of the month at Our Lady of the Valley, 2:30-
4:00. 

• Offertory Collections are 0.6% under budget.   

 
Gospel Reflection by St. Andrew of Crete 

Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Ol-
ives. Today he returns from Bethany and proceeds of his 
own free will toward his holy and blessed passion, to con-
summate the mystery of our salvation. He who came 
down from heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to 
raise us with himself, we are told in Scripture, above eve-
ry sovereignty, authority and power, and every other 
name that can be named, now comes of his own free will 
to make his journey to Jerusalem. He comes without 
pomp or ostentation. As the psalmist says: He will not dis-
pute or raise his voice to make it heard in the streets. He 
will be meek and humble, and he will make his entry in 
simplicity. 

Let us run to accompany him as he hastens toward his 
passion, and imitate those who met him then, not by cov-
ering his path with garments, olive branches or palms, but 
by doing all we can to prostrate ourselves before him by 
being humble and by trying to live as he would wish. 
Then we shall be able to receive the Word at his coming, 
and God, whom no limits can contain, will be within us. 

In his humility Christ entered the dark regions of our fall-
en world and he is glad that he became so humble for our 
sake, glad that he came and lived among us and shared 
in our nature in order to raise us up again to himself. And 
even though we are told that he has now ascended 
above the highest heavens—the proof, surely, of his pow-
er and godhead—his love for man will never rest until he 
has raised our earthbound nature from glory to glory, and 
made it one with his own in heaven. 

So let us spread before his feet, not garments or soul-
less olive branches, which delight the eye for a few hours 
and then wither, but ourselves, clothed in his grace, or 
rather, clothed completely in him. We who have been 
baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that 
we spread before him. Now that the crimson stains of our 
sins have been washed away in the saving waters of bap-
tism and we have become white as pure wool, let us pre-
sent the conqueror of death, not with mere branches of 
palms but with the real rewards of his victory. Let our 
souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we 
join today in the children’s holy song: Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Is-
rael. 

 
From the General Audience of Pope Francis 

(4/6/2022) 
Last Saturday and Sunday I traveled to Malta: an Apos-

tolic Journey that had been planned for quite some time. 

It was postponed two years ago due to Covid and 
these things. Not many people know about Malta, 
even though it is an island in the middle of the Medi-
terranean. It received the Gospel very early. Why? 
Because the Apostle Paul was shipwrecked near its 
coasts and miraculously saved himself along with all 
those on the ship with him – more than two hundred 
seventy people. The book of the Acts of the Apostles 
recounts that the Maltese welcomed all of them, and 
uses this word: “with unusual kindness” (28:2). I 
chose these very words – with unusual kindness – as 
the motto of my Journey because they indicate the 
path to follow, not only to face the phenomenon of 
migrants, but more generally, so that the world might 
become more fraternal, more livable, and might be 
saved from a “shipwreck” that menaces all of us. For 
we are all – as we have learned – in the same boat, 
all of us. Viewed from that horizon, Malta is a key-
place. 

Above all, it is so geographically, due to its position 
in the center of the Sea between Europe and Africa, 
that also bathes Asia. Malta is a sort of “wind rose”, 
where peoples and cultures meet. It is a perfect place 
to observe the Mediterranean area from a 360º de-
gree perspective. Today we often hear about 
“geopolitics”. But unfortunately, the dominant logic 
are the strategies of the most powerful countries to 
affirm their own interests, extending their area of eco-
nomic influence, or ideological influence, and/or mili-
tary influence. We are seeing this with the war. In this 
scheme, Malta represents the rights and power of the 
“small” nations, small but rich in history and civiliza-
tion that should lead toward another logic – that of 
respect and freedom – the logic of respect and also 
the logic of freedom, of the coexistence of differ-
ences, opposed to the colonization of the most pow-
erful. We are seeing this now. And not only from one 
side: even from others… After World War II, the at-
tempt was made to lay the foundations of a new era 
of peace. But, unfortunately – we never learn, right? 
– the old story of competition between the greater 
powers went on. And, in the current war in Ukraine, 
we are witnessing the impotence of the Organizations 
of the United Nations. 

Second aspect: Malta is a key-place regarding the 
phenomenon of migration. In the John XXIII welcome 
center, I met numerous migrants who landed on the 
island after terrible journeys. We must never tire of 
listening to their testimonies because only this way 
can we emerge from a distorted vision that is often 
circulated in the mass media, and the faces, the sto-
ries, the wounds, the dreams and the hopes of these 
migrants can emerge. Every migrant is unique. He or 
she is not a number but a person. Each is unique just 
like each one of us. Every migrant is a person with 
dignity, with roots, with a culture. Each of them is the 
bearer of a wealth infinitely greater than the problems 
they bring. And let us not forget that Europe was 
made of migrations. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 

Barbara, Bob Heisinger 
 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (April)  
For health care workers  

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and 
the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they 
be adequately supported by governments and local com-
munities. 

Certainly, welcoming them must be organized – this is 
true – and  supervised; and first, long before, it must be 
planned together, at an international level. The phe-
nomenon of migration cannot be reduced to a crisis; it is 
a sign of our times. It should be read and interpreted as 
such. It can become a sign of conflict, or rather a sign of 
peace. It depends on how we take it; it depends on us. 
Those who gave life to the John XXIII Center on Malta 
made the Christian choice. This is why it is called 
“Peace Lab”: laboratory of peace. But I would like to say 
that Malta in its entirety is a laboratory for peace! The 
entire nation through is attitudes, its own attitudes, is a 
laboratory for peace. And  it can realize this, its mission, 
if it draws the sap of fraternity, compassion and solidari-
ty from its roots. The Maltese people have received 
these values, together with the Gospel. And, thanks to 
the Gospel, they will be able to keep them alive. 

For this reason, as Bishop of Rome, I went to confirm 
that people in the faith and in communion. In fact – the 
third aspect – Malta is the key-place from the perspec-
tive of evangelization as well. From Malta and from 
Gozo, the country’s two dioceses, many priests and reli-
gious, but even lay faithful, left to bring their Christian 
witness all over the world. It is as if Paul’s passing 
through there left his mission in the DNA of the Maltese! 
For this reason, my visit was above all an act of grati-
tude – gratitude to God and to the holy, faithful people 
from Malta and Gozo. 

Nevertheless, the wind of secularism, of a globalized 
pseudo culture based on consumerism, neocapitalism 
and relativism, blows there as well. Therefore, it is time 
for the new evangelization there too. Like my predeces-
sors, the visit that I made to the Grotto of Saint Paul 
was like drawing from the spring so that the Gospel 
might flow through Malta with the freshness of its ori-
gins and revive its great heritage of popular religiosity. 
This is symbolized in the National Marian Shrine of Ta’ 
Pinu on the island of Gozo where we celebrated an in-
tense moment of prayer. There I heard the heart of the 
Maltese people beat. They have an immense trust in 
their Holy Mother. Mary always brings us back to the 
essentials, to Christ crucified and risen. And this for us, 
to his merciful love. Mary helps us to revive the flame of 
faith by drawing from the Holy Spirit’s flame that attracts 
generation after generation to the joyful proclamation of 
the Gospel, for the joy of the Church is to evangelize! 
Let us not forget this, this phrase from Saint Paul VI: the 
vocation of the Church is to evangelize. The joy of the 
Church is to evangelize. Let us not forget this any long-
er: it is the most beautiful definition of the Church. 

I take this opportunity to renew my gratitude to the 
President of the Republic of Malta, so courteous and 
brotherly: thanks to him and to his family; to the Prime 
Minister and the other Civil Authorities who welcomed 
me with such kindness; as well as the Bishops and all 
the members of the ecclesial community, to the volun-
teers and to all who accompanied me in prayer. I would 
not want to neglect to mention the welcome Center for 
migrants, John XXIII: and the Franciscan Friar there 
[Father Dionisio Mintoff] who keeps it going at the age 
of 91, and continues to work thus with collaborators 

from the diocese. It is an example of apostolic zeal and 
love for migrants which is very much needed today. 
Through this visit, we sow, but it is the Lord who gives 
the growth. May His infinite goodness grant abundant 
fruit of peace and every good to the dear Maltese peo-
ple! Thanks to the Maltese people for such a human, 
such a Christian welcome. Thank you very much. 

The recent news of the war in Ukraine, rather than 
bringing relief and hope, attests instead of new atroci-
ties, like the massacre in Bucha: ever more horren-
dous cruelty done even against defenseless civilians, 
women and children. They are victims whose innocent 
blood cries to Heaven and implores: put an end to this 
war! Silence the weapons! Stop sowing death and de-
struction! Let us pray together for this. 

And yesterday, precisely from Bucha, they brought 
me this flag. This flag comes from the war, precisely 
from that war-torn city, Bucha. There are also some 
Ukrainian children who are here with us. Let us greet 
them and pray together with them. 

These children had to escape and come to a foreign 
land: this is one of the fruits of war. Let us not forget 
them, and let us not forget the Ukrainian people. It is 
hard to be uprooted from your own land due to war. 


