
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Eight days later Jesus came and stood in their midst. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 

Sat/Sun     April 23/24 Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
 
Sun May 8 World Day of Prayer for  
    Vocations 
 
Sat/Sun May 28/29 Second Collection: Catholic 
     Communications Campaign 
 
Sun May 29 Ascension of the Lord 
 
Tue May 31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 

By his Death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has con-
quered the power of sin and death, opened for us the 
gates of Heaven, and shown us the way of eternal sal-
vation. He comes to us and invites us to trust in his Di-
vine Mercy. With faith, let us open our hearts to his 
Mercy and radiate it to the world.  

LECTORS 

 April 24                     May 1 
Sandy Ogden Karen Churney 
Kathy Billo Tom Weber 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 33,305 35,860 -2,555 -7.1% 

 OLV-English 17,787 16,101 1,686 10.5% 

 OLV-Spanish 15,196 14,833 364 2.5% 

 St. Stephen's 18,918 20,546 -1,629 -7.9% 

 WeShare 9,430 7,756 1,674 21.6% 

 Other 205 0 205  

 Total Collections 94,841 95,097 -256 -0.3% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today! Over 
40% of dioceses United States and its territories are con-
sidered mission territories, because they are unable to fund 
essential pastoral activities needed in their communities. 
Your support funds religious education, seminary for-
mation, lay ministry training, and other programs that build 
vibrant faith communities right here in the United States. 
Please be generous. More information can be found at 
www.usccb.org/home-missions 

• RCIA Class meets on the second and fourth Saturdays of 
the month at Our Lady of the Valley, 2:30-4:00. 

• Offertory Collections are $256 under budget.  

Gospel Reflection by St. John Paul II 
(Dives in Misericordia) 

Christ, precisely as the crucified one, is the Word that does 
not pass away, and He is the one who stands at the door 
and knocks at the heart of every man, without restricting his 
freedom, but instead seeking to draw from this very freedom 
love, which is not only an act of solidarity with the suffering 
Son of man, but also a kind of “mercy” shown by each one of 
us to the Son of the eternal Father. In the whole of this mes-
sianic program of Christ, in the whole revelation of mercy 
through the cross, could man’s dignity be more highly re-
spected and ennobled, for, in obtaining mercy, He is in a 
sense the one who at the same time “shows mercy”? In a 
word, is not this the position of Christ with regard to man 
when He says: “As you did it to one of the least of these … 
you did it to me”? Do not the words of the Sermon on the 
Mount: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mer-
cy,” constitute, in a certain sense, a synthesis of the whole of 
the Good News, of the whole of the “wonderful ex-
change” (admirable commercium) contained therein? This 
exchange is a law of the very plan of salvation, a law which 
is simple, strong and at the same time “easy.” Demonstrating 
from the very start what the “human heart” is capable of (“to 
be merciful”), do not these words from the Sermon on the 
Mount reveal in the same perspective the deep mystery of 
God: that inscrutable unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in 
which love, containing justice, sets in motion mercy, which in 
its turn reveals the perfection of justice? 

   The Paschal Mystery is Christ at the summit of the reve-
lation of the inscrutable mystery of God. It is precisely then 
that the words pronounced in the Upper Room are complete-
ly fulfilled: “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” In 
fact, Christ, whom the Father “did not spare” for the sake of 
man and who in His passion and in the torment of the cross 
did not obtain human mercy, has revealed in His resurrection 
the fullness of the love that the Father has for Him and, in 
Him, for all people. “He is not God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing.” In His resurrection Christ has revealed the God of mer-
ciful love, precisely because He accepted the cross as the 
way to the resurrection. And it is for this reason that—when 
we recall the cross of Christ, His passion and death—our 
faith and hope are centered on the Risen One: on that Christ 
who “on the evening of that day, the first day of the week, … 
stood among them” in the upper Room, “where the disciples 
were, … breathed on them, and said to them: ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’” 

   Here is the Son of God, who in His resurrection experi-

enced in a radical way mercy shown to Himself, that is to 
say the love of the Father which is more powerful than 
death. And it is also the same Christ, the Son of God, 
who at the end of His messianic mission—and, in a cer-
tain sense, even beyond the end—reveals Himself as 
the inexhaustible source of mercy, of the same love that, 
in a subsequent perspective of the history of salvation in 
the Church, is to be everlastingly confirmed as more 
powerful than sin. The paschal Christ is the definitive 
incarnation of mercy, its living sign in salvation history 
and in eschatology. In the same spirit, the liturgy of East-
ertide places on our lips the words of the Psalm: [I will 
sing of your mercy forever, LORD proclaim your faithful-
ness through all ages]. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(4/27/2022) 

   Today, with the help of the Word of God that we 
have heard, we open a passage through the fragility of 
old age, marked in a special way by the experiences of 
confusion and despondency, of loss and abandonment, 
of disillusionment and doubt. Of course, the experiences 
of our frailty in the face of life's dramatic - sometimes 
tragic - situations can occur at any stage of life. Howev-
er, in old age they can produce less of an impression 
and induce in others a kind of habituation, even annoy-
ance. How many times have we heard or thought: ‘Old 
people are a nuisance'’ – ‘But, these old people are al-
ways a nuisance’: don’t deny it, that’s the way it is... 
We’ve said it, we’ve thought it… The more serious 
wounds of childhood and youth rightly provoke a sense 
of injustice and rebellion, a strength to react and fight. 
On the other hand, the wounds, even serious ones, of 
old age are inevitably accompanied by the feeling that, 
in any case, life is not contradicting itself, because it has 
already been lived. And so the elderly are somewhat 
removed from our experience: we want to keep them at 
a distance. 

   In the common human experience, love - as is said - 
descends: it does not return to the life behind with the 
same force that it pours out on the life that is still before 
us. The gratuitousness of love also appears in this: par-
ents have always known this, the old soon learn it. Nev-
ertheless, revelation opens a way for reciprocating love 
in a different way: that of honoring those who have gone 
before us, the way of honoring the people who came 
before us, of honouring the elderly.  

   This special love that paves the way in the form of 
honour – that is, tenderness and respect at the same 
time – intended for the elderly is sealed by God's com-
mandment. "Honor thy father and mother" is a solemn 
commitment, the first of the "second tablet" of the Ten 
Commandments. It is not just about one's own father 
and mother. It is about their generation and the genera-
tions before, whose leave-taking can also be slow and 
prolonged, creating a time and space of long-lasting co-
existence with the other ages of life. In other words, it is 
about the old age of life, old age…  

   Honor is a good word to frame this aspect of return-
ing love that concerns old age. That is, we have re-
ceived the love of parents, of grandparents, and now we 
return this love to them, to the elderly, to our grandpar-
ents. Today we have rediscovered the term 'dignity', to 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 

Barbara, Bob Heisinger 
 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (April)  
For health care workers  

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and 
the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they 
be adequately supported by governments and local com-
munities. 

indicate the value of respecting and caring for the age [life] 
of everyone. Dignity, here, is essentially equivalent to hon-
our: honoring father and mother, honoring the elderly, and 
recognizing the dignity they possess. 

   Let us think carefully about this beautiful expression of 
love which is honor. Even care for the sick, the support of 
those who are not self-sufficient, the guarantee of suste-
nance, can be lacking honor. Honour is lacking when an 
excess of confidence, instead of being expressed as deli-
cacy and affection, tenderness and respect, is transformed 
into roughness and abuse. This occurs when weakness is 
reproached, and even punished, as if it were a fault, and 
when bewilderment and confusion become an opening for 
derision and aggression. It can happen even in the home, 
in nursing homes, as well as in offices or in the open spac-
es of the city. Encouraging in young people, even indirect-
ly, an attitude of condescension - and even contempt - for 
the elderly, for their weaknesses and their precariousness, 
produces horrible things. It opens the way to unimaginable 
excesses. The young people who set fire to a “bum’s blan-
ket – we’ve seen this, haven’t we? – because they see him 
as a human reject, and we often think that the old are the 
refuse, or we put them in the trash; these young people 
who have set fire to a bum’s blanket are the tip of the ice-
berg, that is, of the contempt for a life that, far from the at-
tractions and impulses of youth, already seems to be a life 
to be cast aside. ‘Refuse’ is the word, isn’t it? To despise 
the elderly and cast them from life, to put them aside, to 
put them down. 

   This contempt, which dishonors the elderly, actually 
dishonours all of us. If I dishonor the elderly, I dishonor my-
self. The passage from the Book of Sirach, which we heard 
at the beginning, is rightly harsh on this dishonor, which 
cries out for vengeance in the sight of God. There is a pas-
sage in the story of Noah that is very expressive in this re-
gard – I don’t know if you have it mind. The elderly Noah, 
the hero of the flood and still a hard worker, lies uncon-
scious after having had a few too many drinks. He’s al-
ready old, but he’s had too much to drink. His sons, in or-
der not to wake him up and embarrass him, gently cover 
him, looking aside, with great respect. This text is very 
beautiful and says everything about the honor due to an 
old man. To cover the weakness of the elderly, so they 
don’t feel ashamed. A text that helps us a lot.  

   In spite of all the material provisions that richer and 
more organised societies make available for old age - of 
which we can certainly be proud - the struggle for the res-
toration of that special form of love which is honor still 
seems fragile and immature. We must do all we can to 
support and encourage it, offering better social and cultural 
support to those who are sensitive to this decisive form of 
the 'civilization of love'.  

   And on this point, allow me to offer some advice to par-
ents: please, bring your children, young children, closer to 
the elderly, always bring them closer. And when the elderly 
person is ill, a bit out of their mind, always approach them: 
let them know that this is our flesh, that this is what has 
made it possible for us to be here. Please don't push the 
elderly away. And if there is no other option than to send 
them to a nursing home, please visit them and bring the 
children to see them: they are the honour of our civilisation, 
the old people who opened the doors. And many times, the 
children forget this.  

   I'll tell you something personal: I used to love visiting 

nursing homes in Buenos Aires. I went often. I went often, 
I visited each one... And I remember once I asked a lady: 
‘And how many children do you have?’ – ‘I have four, all 
married, with grandchildren ...,’ and she started talking to 
me about the family. ‘And do they come [to visit]?’ – ‘Yes, 
[she said,] ‘they always come!’ When I left the room, the 
nurse, who had heard, said to me: ‘Father, she told a lie to 
cover up for her children. Nobody has come for six 
months!’ This is discarding the old, it is thinking that the 
old are refuse. Please: it is a grave sin. This is the first 
great commandment, and the only one that says the re-
ward: ‘Honour your father and your mother, and you will 
have long life on earth.’ This commandment to honour the 
elderly gives us a blessing, which is expressed in this 
way: ‘You will have long life.’ Please cherish the elderly. 
And [even] if their mind goes, cherish the old. Because 
they are the presence of history, the presence of my fami-
ly, and thanks to them I am here, we can all say: thanks to 
you, grandfather and grandmother, I am alive. Please 
don't leave them alone. And this, looking after the elderly, 
is not a question of cosmetics and plastic surgery, no. Ra-
ther, it is a question of honour, which must transform how 
we educate the young about life and its stages. Love for 
the human person that is common to us, including honour-
ing a life lived, is not a matter for the old. Rather it is an 
ambition that will bring radiance to the youth who inherit 
its best qualities. May the wisdom of God's Spirit grant us 
to open the horizon of this true cultural revolution with the 
necessary energy. 


