
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

“Feed My Sheep.” 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 

Sun May 8 World Day of Prayer for  
    Vocations 
 
Sat/Sun May 28/29 Second Collection: Catholic 
     Communications Campaign 
 
Sun May 29 Ascension of the Lord 
 
Tue May 31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 
Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

REFLECTION 

As followers of the Risen Lord, we are called to embrace 
his mission and “feed” the sheep of his flock with his love. 
He is the source of new life for all who believe in him. Let 
us respond with joy and love as we offer our lives for his 
Kingdom, in complete abandonment to his will. Radiating 
his sacrificial love, let us care for the people he loves and 
died for.  

LECTORS 

 May 1                     May 8 
Karen Churney Carolyn Garfield 
Tom Weber John Klobas 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 38,037 37,610 428 1.1% 

 OLV-English 18,280 16,887 1,393 8.3% 

 OLV-Spanish 15,991 15,556 435 2.8% 

 St. Stephen's 20,389 21,549 -1,160 -5.4% 

 WeShare 10,871 8,594 2,277 26.5% 

 Other 180 0 180  

 Total Collections 103,749 100,196 3,553 3.5% 



May 1, 2022  Page 3 Third Sunday of Easter 

    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Weekday Masses are Cancelled: May 2-6, Spring Priest 
Retreat in Christ the King, Citrus Heights, Sacramento. 

• Rite of Acceptance for RCIA- May 8, 9am St Francis 
Church. 

• Save the date, July 31st, for our 2022 Parish Picnic at the 
Lion's Park in Fall River Mills.  This is a potluck so bring 
your favorite dish to share. 

• Youth Event for Shasta Deanery, Month of June, Sacred 
Heart Parish, Anderson. See Fr. Pol for information. 

• Parish Council Meeting May 21, 2022, at 3:00 p.m. at 
Our Lady of the Valley. 

• RCIA Class meets on the second and fourth Saturdays of 
the month at Our Lady of the Valley, 2:30-4:00. 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $3,553 over budget.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

• Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose Center for Educa-
tion & Spirituality and the South County Deanery Parishes 
present: Tolton—From Slave to Priest Performed live by 
Jim Coleman May 14, 2022 2 pm Holy Spirit Parish Cen-
ter. $20. For more information and to register see: 
www.msjdominicans.org Call (510) 933-3546 for more 
information. 

Gospel Reflection by Benedict XVI 
   Following in the wake of the teachings of the Second Vati-

can Council and of my venerable Predecessors John XXIII, 
Paul VI, John Paul I and John Paul II, I am convinced that hu-
manity today stands in need of this essential message, incar-
nate in Jesus Christ: God is love. Everything must start from 
here and everything must lead to here, every pastoral action, 
every theological treatise. 

   As St Paul said, “If I … have not love I gain nothing” (cf. 1 
Cor 13:3). All charisms lose their meaning and value without 
love, thanks to which instead, all compete to build the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 

   Here then is the message that still today St. Augustine 
repeats to the whole Church and in particular, to this diocesan 
Community which preserves his relics with such veneration. 
Love is the soul of the Church’s life and of her pastoral action. 
We heard it this morning in the dialogue between Jesus and 
Simon Peter: “Do you love me?… Tend my sheep” (cf. Jn 21:5
–17). 

   Only those who live a personal experience of the Lord’s 
love are able to exercise the task of guiding and accompany-
ing others on the way of following Christ. At the school of St. 
Augustine, I repeat this truth for you as Bishop of Rome, while 
as a Christian I welcome it with you with ever new joy. 

   Serving Christ is first of all a question of love. Dear broth-
ers and sisters, your membership in the Church and your 
apostolate always shine forth through freedom from any indi-
vidual interest and through adherence without reserve to 
Christ’s love. 

   The young, in particular, need to receive the proclamation 
of freedom and joy whose secret lies in Christ. He is the truest 
response to the expectations of their hearts, restless because 
of the many questions they bear within them. 

   Only in him, the Word spoken for us by the Father, is 
found that combination of truth and love which contains the 
full meaning of life. Augustine lived in the first person and ex-
plored to their depths the questions that man carries in his 

heart, and investigated his capacity to open himself to the 
infinity of God. 

   The Church is not a mere organization of group 
events or, on the contrary, the sum of individuals who live 
a private religiosity. The Church is a community of people 
who believe in the God of Jesus Christ and commit them-
selves to live in the world the commandment of love that 
he bequeathed to us. 

   Thus, she is a community where one is taught to love, 
and this education happens not despite but through the 
events of life. This is how it was for Peter, for Augustine 
and for all the saints. So it is for us. 

   Personal maturation, enlivened by ecclesial charity, 
also makes it possible to grow in community discernment, 
that is, in the ability to read and interpret the present time 
in the light of the Gospel in order to respond to the Lord’s 
call. I encourage you to progress in your personal and 
communal witness to active love. 

   The service of charity, which you correctly conceive of 
as always linked to the proclamation of the Word and the 
celebration of the Sacraments, calls you and at the same 
time drives you to be attentive to the material and spiritual 
needs of your brothers and sisters. 

   I encourage you to pursue the “high standard” of 
Christian living which finds in charity the bond of perfec-
tion and which must also be expressed in a lifestyle in-
spired by the Gospel, inevitably against the tide by the 
world’s standards but which must always be witnessed to 
with humility, respect and cordiality. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
Today we will continue to reflect on the elderly, on 

grandparents, on old age – the word seems ugly but no, 
the elderly are great, they are beautiful! And today we will 
let ourselves be inspired by the splendid book of Ruth, a 
jewel of the Bible. The parable of Ruth sheds light on the 
beauty of family bonds: generated by the relationship of a 
couple, but which go beyond it. Bonds of love capable of 
being equally strong, in which the perfection of that poly-
hedron of fundamental affections that make up the family 
grammar of love shines. This grammar brings vital lymph 
and generative wisdom to the set of relationships that 
build up the community. With regard to the Canticle of 
Canticles, the Book of Ruth is like the other panel in the 
diptych of nuptial love. Just as important, just as essen-
tial, it indeed celebrates the power and the poetry that 
must inhabit the bonds of generation, kinship, devotion 
and fidelity that involve the entire family constellation. 
And which even become capable, in the dramatic con-
junctures in the life of a couple, of bringing an unimagina-
ble power of love, able to relaunch hope and the future. 

   We know that clichés about the bonds of kinship cre-
ated by marriage, especially that of the mother-in-law, the 
relationship between mother- and daughter-in-law, speak 
against this perspective. But, precisely for this reason, the 
word of God becomes precious. The inspiration of faith 
can open up a horizon of witness that counters the most 
common prejudices, a horizon that is precious for the en-
tire human community. I invite you to rediscover the book 
of Ruth! Especially in the meditation on love and in cat-
echesis on the family. 

   This short book also contains valuable teaching on 
the alliance of the generations: where youth reveals itself 
to be capable of restoring enthusiasm to mature age – 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR 
  

St. Francis 
 

Pete Giachetti, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  
Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 

Barbara, Bob Heisinger 
 

Our Lady of the Valley 
 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 
 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (May)  
For faith-filled young people 

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the full-
est; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth 
of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the 
dedication to service. 

this is essential: when youth restores enthusiasm to the el-
derly – and where old age discovers it is capable of reopen-
ing the future to wounded youth. At the beginning, the elder-
ly Naomi, although moved by the affection of her daughters-
in-law, widowed by her two sons, is pessimistic with regard 
to their destiny within a population that is not their own. She 
therefore affectionately encourages the young women to 
return to their families to rebuild their lives – these widows 
were young. She says, “I can do nothing for you”. This al-
ready appears to be an act of love: the elderly woman, with-
out a husband and without her sons, insists that her daugh-
ters-in-law abandon her. However, it is also a sort of resig-
nation: there is no possible future for the foreign widows, 
without the protection of a husband. Ruth knows this, and 
resists this generous offer – she does not want to go home. 
The bond established between mother- and daughter-in-law 
was blessed by God: Naomi cannot ask to be abandoned. 
At first, Naomi appears more resigned than happy about this 
offer: perhaps she thinks that this strange bond will aggra-
vate the risk for both of them. In some cases, the tendency 
of the elderly towards pessimism needs to be countered by 
the affectionate pressure of the young. 

   Indeed, Naomi, moved by Ruth’s devotion, will emerge 
from her pessimism and even take the initiative, opening up 
a new future for Ruth. She instructs and encourages Ruth, 
her son’s widow, to win a new husband in Israel. Boaz, the 
candidate, shows his nobility, defending Ruth from the men 
in his employ. Unfortunately, this is a risk that still exists to-
day. 

   Ruth’s new marriage is celebrated and the worlds are 
again pacified. The women of Israel tell Naomi that Ruth, 
the foreigner, is worth “more than seven sons” and that the 
marriage will be a “blessing of the Lord”. Naomi, who was 
full of bitterness and even said that her name was bitter-
ness, in her old age, will know the joy of having a part in the 
generation of a new birth. Look how many “miracles” ac-
company the conversion of this elderly woman! She con-
verts to the commitment of making herself available, with 
love, for the future of a generation wounded by loss and at 
risk of abandonment. The points of reconstruction are those 
that, on the basis of the probability drawn by commonplace 
prejudices, ought to generate insuperable fractures. Instead, 
faith and love enable them to be overcome: the mother-in-
law overcomes her jealousy for her own son, loving Ruth’s 
new bond; the women of Israel overcome their distrust of 
the foreigner (and if women will do it, everyone will); the vul-
nerability of the lone girl, faced with male power, is recon-
ciled with a bond full of love and respect. 

   And all this because the young Ruth is obstinate in her 
fidelity to a bond exposed to ethnic and religious prejudice. 
And I return to what I said at the beginning – today the 
mother-in-law is a mythical figure: I won’t say that we think 
of the mother-in-law as the devil but she is always thought 
of as an unpleasant figure. But the mother-in-law is the 
mother of your husband, she is the mother of your wife. Let 
us think today about this rather widespread feeling that the 
farther away the mother-in-law is, the better. No! She is a 
mother, she is elderly. One of the most beautiful things 
about grandmothers is seeing the grandchildren – when 
their children have children of their own, they come alive 
again. Look closely at the relationship you have with your 
mothers-in-law: at times they are a bit special, but they have 
been the mother to your spouse, they have given you every-
thing. We should at least make them happy, so that they go 
forth into their old age with joy. And if they have some fault, 

we should help them to correct it. And to you, mothers-in-
law, I say: be careful with your tongue, because its misuse 
is one of the worst sins of mothers-in-law. Be careful. 

   And Ruth, in this book, accepts her mother-in-law and 
makes her come alive again, and the elderly Naomi takes 
the initiative of reopening the future for Ruth, instead of 
limiting herself to enjoying her support. If the young open 
themselves to gratitude for what they have received, and 
the elderly take the initiative of relaunching their future, 
nothing can stop the flourishing of God’s blessings among 
peoples! Do not forget, may young people speak with their 
grandparents, may the young speak with the old, may the 
old speak with the young. This bridge must be rebuilt in a 
strong way – there is a current of salvation, of happiness 
there. May the Lord help us, doing this, to grow in harmony 
with families, that constructive harmony that goes from the 
oldest to the youngest, that beautiful bridge that we must 
protect and safeguard. 

 
 


