
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sat/Sun May 28/29 Second Collection: Catholic 
     Communications Campaign 
 
Sun May 29 Ascension of the Lord 
 
Tue May 31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
 
Sun June 5 Pentecost 
 
Sun June 12 Most Holy Trinity 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

6th Sunday of Easter Readings 
First Reading: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 

Gospel: John 14:23-29 

REFLECTION 

As God comes to make his dwelling in us, the Holy 
Spirit fills our hearts with divine peace and love. In 
granting us the gift of the Spirit, Jesus has chosen us 
to reflect his love in the world. The measure of our love 
for him is manifested by our keeping his word. Let us 
remain forever true to his word and share his love with 
others.  

LECTORS 

May 22                    May 29 
Jim Billo Kathy Billo 

   Sandy Ogden        Carolyn Garfield 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 39,847 39,359 488 1.2% 

 OLV-English 18,975 17,672 1,303 7.4% 

 OLV-Spanish 16,680 16,280 401 2.5% 

 St. Stephen's 21,539 22,551 -1,012 -4.5% 

 WeShare 10,871 8,594 2,277 26.5% 

 Other 180 0 180  

 Total Collections 108,093 104,456 3,637 3.5% 

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Next week our second collection supports the 
Catholic Communication Campaign. This campaign 
connects people with Christ and builds Catholic com-
munities in the United States and developing coun-
tries using the internet, television, radio, and print me-
dia. Half of the money collected remains here in the 
Diocese of Sacramento to fund local communications 
efforts. Your support helps spread the Gospel mes-
sage! To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc 

• Save the date, July 31st, for our 2022 Parish Picnic 
at the Lion's Park in Fall River Mills.  This is a pot-
luck so bring your favorite dish to share. 

• Youth Event for Shasta Deanery, Month of June, Sa-
cred Heart Parish, Anderson. See Fr. Pol for infor-
mation. 

• RCIA Class meets on the second and fourth Satur-
days of the month at Our Lady of the Valley, 2:30-
4:00. 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $3,637 over budget.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

• The Parish Council meeting has been rescheduled 
for June 18th at 3pm at OLV. 

Gospel Reflection from St. John XXIII 
This is the peace “which surpasses all understanding,” since 

its birthplace is in heaven. It is the same peace which Christ 
promised to men of good will through the song of the angels 
who hovered over His crib; it is the peace He imparted after 
instituting the Eucharistic Sacrament and Sacrifice: “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you.” 

Peace and joy! Yes, joy—because those who are really and 
effectively joined to the Mystical Body of Christ, which is the 
Catholic Church, share in that life which flows from the divine 
Head into each part of the Body. Through that life, those who 
faithfully obey all the precepts and demands of our Redeemer 
can enjoy even in this mortal life that happiness which is a fore-
taste and pledge of heaven’s eternal happiness. 

And yet, as long as we are journeying in exile over this earth, 
our peace and happiness will be imperfect. For such peace is 
not completely untroubled and serene; it is active, not calm and 
motionless. In short, this is a peace that is ever at war. It wars 
with every sort of error, including that which falsely wears the 
face of truth; it struggles against the enticements of vice, 
against those enemies of the soul, of whatever description, who 
can weaken, blemish, or destroy our innocence or Catholic 
faith. This peace combats hatred, fraud, and discord, which can 
impair and cripple our faith. 

This is why our Divine Redeemer left His peace with us, gave 
His peace to us. 

The peace, then, which we must seek, which we must strive 
to achieve with all the means at our disposal, must—as We 
have said—make no concessions to error, must compromise in 
no way with proponents of falsehood; it must make no conces-
sions to vice; it must discourage all discord. Those who adhere 
to this peace must be ready to renounce their own interests 
and advantages for the sake of truth and justice, according to 
the words: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his justice.” 

We pray earnestly to the Blessed Virgin Mary, to whose Im-
maculate Heart Our predecessor, Pius XII, consecrated the 

entire human race. May she seek and obtain from God this 
harmonious unity, this true, active, and militant peace, on 
behalf of Our children in Christ and all those who, though 
separated from Us, cannot help loving truth, unity and 
peace. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(5/18/2022) 

The biblical passage we have just heard concludes the 
Book of Job, a universal literary classic. On our catecheti-
cal itinerary, we meet Job when he was an old man. We 
encounter him as a witness of a faith that does not accept 
a “caricature” of God, but protests loudly in the face of evil 
until God responds and reveals his face. And in the end, 
God responds, as always, in a surprising way – He shows 
Job His glory without crushing him, or better still, with sov-
ereign tenderness, tenderly, just like God always does. 
The pages of this book need to be read well, without preju-
dices, without stereotypes, to understand the power of 
Job’s cry. It would be good for us to put ourselves in his 
school to overcome the temptation of moralism due to the 
exasperation and bitterness of the pain of having lost eve-
rything. 

Job loses everything in his life, he loses his wealth, he 
loses his family, he loses his son and he even loses his 
health, and that’s where he is, plagued, in dialogue with 
three friends, then a fourth, who come to greet him: this is 
the story – and in this passage today, the concluding pas-
sage of the book, when God finally takes the floor (and this 
dialogue between Job and his friends is like the path lead-
ing to the moment in which God speaks his word), Job is 
praised because he understood the mystery of God’s ten-
derness hidden behind his silence. God rebukes Job’s 
friends who presumed they knew everything, to know 
about God and about suffering, and, having come to com-
fort Job, ended up judging him with their preconceived par-
adigms. God preserve us from this hypocritical and pre-
sumptuous religiosity! God preserve us from this moralistic 
religiosity and that religiosity of precepts that gives us a 
certain presumption and leads you to phariseeism and hy-
pocrisy. 

This is how the Lord expresses himself in their regard. 
Thus says the Lord: “My wrath is kindled against you for 
you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant 
Job has”, this is what the Lord says to Job’s friends. “My 
servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer 
not to deal with you according to your folly; for you have 
not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job 
has” (42:7-8). God’s declaration surprises us because we 
have read pages on fire with Job’s protest which have left 
us dismayed. And yet, the Lord says Job spoke well, even 
when he was angry, and even angry at God, but he spoke 
well because he refused to accept that God was a 
“Persecutor”. God is something else. And what is that? Job 
was seeking that. And as a reward, God gives back to Job 
double of all his possessions, after asking him to pray for 
those bad friends of his. 

The turning point in the conversation of faith comes right 
at the height of Job’s venting, where he says, “I know that 
my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the 
earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then 
from my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, 
and my eyes shall behold, and not another” (19:25-27). 
This passage is really beautiful. It makes me think of the 
end of that brilliant oratorio of Handel, the Messiah, after 
the celebrative Hallelujah, the soprano slowly sings this 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 

Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 
Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

 

Our Lady of the Valley 

Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 
  

St. Stephen’s 

Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  
Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  

Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  
Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (May)  
For faith-filled young people 

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the full-
est; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth 
of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the 
dedication to service. 

passage: “I know that my Redeemer lives”, peacefully. And 
so, after this painful and joyful experience of Job, the voice of 
the Lord is something else. “I know that my Redeemer lives” 
– it is truly a beautiful thing. We could interpret it like this: “My 
God, I know You are not a Persecutor. My God will come and 
do me justice”. It is the simple faith in the resurrection of God, 
the simple faith in Jesus Christ, the simple faith that the Lord 
is always waiting for us and will come. 

The parable of the Book of Job dramatically represents in 
an exemplary way what truly happens in life – that really 
heavy trials fall on a person, on a family, on a people, dispro-
portionate trials in comparison to human lowliness and frailty. 
It often happens in life that “when it rains it pours”, as the say-
ing goes. And some people are overcome by an accumula-
tion of evil that truly seems excessive and unjust. It is like this 
with many people. 

We have all known people like this. We have been im-
pressed by their cry, but we have also stood in admiration at 
the firmness of their faith and love in their silence. I am think-
ing of parents of children with serious disabilities, have you 
thought of the parents of children with serious disabilities? 
Their entire life.… I am thinking also of those who live with a 
permanent illness, or those who assist a member of their 
family…. These situations are often aggravated by the scarci-
ty of economic resources. At certain junctures in history, the 
accumulation of burdens gives the impression that they were 
given a group appointment. This is what has happened in 
these years with the Covid-19 pandemic, and is happening 
now with the war in Ukraine. 

Can we justify these “excesses” to the higher intelligence of 
nature and history? Can we religiously bless them as justified 
responses to the sins of the victims, as if they deserve it? No, 
we cannot. There is kind of right that victims have to protest 
vis-à-vis the mystery of iniquity, a right that God grants to 
everyone, that indeed, He himself, inspires, after all. Some-
times I meet people who approach me and say: “But, Father, 
I protested against God because I have this and that prob-
lem….” But, you know, friend, that protesting is a way to pray 
when it is done like that. When children, when young people 
object against their parents, it is a way of attracting their at-
tention and of asking that they take care of them. If you have 
some wound in your heart, some pain, and you want to ob-
ject, object even to God. God will listen to you. God is a Fa-
ther. God is not afraid of our prayer of protest, no! God under-
stands. But be free, be free in your prayer. Don’t imprison 
your prayer within preconceived paradigms! No! Prayer 
should be like this: spontaneous, like that of a child with his 
father, who say everything that comes out of his mouth be-
cause he knows his faither understands him. In the first mo-
ment of the drama, God’s “silence” signifies this. God does 
not shy away from the confrontation, but, from the beginning, 
allows Job to give vent to his protest, and God listens. At 
times, perhaps we need to learn this respect and tenderness 
from God. And God does not like that encyclopedia – let’s call 
it this – of explanations, of reflections that Job’s friends do. 
These are things that come off the tip of their tongues which 
are not right – that type of religiosity that explains everything, 
but the heart remains cold. God does not like this. He likes 
Job’s protest and silence more. 

Job’s profession of faith – which emerges precisely from his 
incessant appeal to God, to a supreme justice – concludes in 
the end with an almost mystical experience that makes him 
say, “I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my 
eye sees you” (42:5). How many people, how many of us af-
ter an experience that is a bit ugly, a bit dark, take a step and 
know God better than before! And we can say like Job: “I 
knew you because I had heard about you, but now I have 

seen you because I have encountered you”. This testimony 
is particularly believable if it is picked up in old age, in its 
progressive frailty and loss. Those who are old have wit-
nessed so many of these experiences in life! And they have 
also seen the inconsistency of human promises. Lawyers, 
scientists, even men of religion, who confuse the persecutor 
with the victim, insinuating that they are fully responsible for 
their own suffering. They are mistaken! 

The elderly who find the path of this testimony, who turn 
their resentment for their loss into a tenacity for awaiting 
God’s promises – there is a change from resentment be-
cause of the loss toward the tenacity of seeking God’s prom-
ises – these older people are an irreplaceable garrison for 
the community regarding the excesses of evil. The believer 
whose gaze is turned toward the Crucifix learns just that. 
May we learn this as well, from the many grandfathers and 
grandmothers, who like Mary, unite their sometimes heart-
breaking prayers, to that of the Son of God who abandons 
himself to the Father on the cross. Let us look at old people, 
let us watch elderly men and women, the elderly. Let us 
watch them with love. Let us see their personal experiences. 
They have suffered so much in life, they have learned so 
much in life, they have gone through so much, but in the end 
they have this peace, a peace, I would say, that is almost 
mystical, that is, the peace from an encounter with God to 
the point they can say, "I knew you because I had heard 
about you, but now I have seen you with my own eyes." 


