
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

“No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to 

what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
See “Calendar” (opposite) for changes. 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month: All the Masses are said for the 

sick and following Mass, Anointing of the Sick will be 
administered. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  
Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 2:30-
4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Wed June 29 Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles 
 
Sat-Sun July 16-17 Peter's Pence Second Collection 
 
Fri July 22 St. Mary Magdalene 
 
Mon July 25 St. James, Apostle 
 
 
 
 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  
 

Sunday Readings 
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:16b, 19–21 

Psalm 16:1–2, 5, 7–11 
Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13–18 

Gospel: Luke 9:51–62 

REFLECTION 

Jesus is calling us all to whole-hearted discipleship – 
a determined commitment to follow him without re-
serve. Let us put aside our wavering and dedicate our 
whole life to him, with God’s will as our first priority in 
everything. Following Jesus through loving service of 
others, we can truly proclaim the coming of the King-
dom of God.  

LECTORS 

June 26                         July 3 
 Abbie Olesen  Karen Churney  
 Karen Churney  Kathy Billo       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 45,354 45,465 -110 -0.2% 

OLV-English 20,735 20,414 321 1.6% 

OLV-Spanish 19,178 18,805 373 2.0% 

St. Stephen's 24,416 26,049 -1,634 -6.3% 

WeShare 12,423 9,642 2,781 28.8% 

Other 180 0 180  

Total Collections 122,286 120,375 1,911 1.6% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Fr. Pol will be on vacation June 25-30. Daily Masses are 
cancelled. 

• Mission Appeal Sunday is Today. Fr. Chris Onyenobi will 
be the Mass presider at all Masses. The Saturday, June 
25th, 4:30 PM Mass at Our Lady of the Valley is moved to 
Sunday, June 26th, at 3 PM. A second collection for the 
Missions will be taken. 

• The Peter's Pence Second Collection will be taken on 
July 16-17. 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $1,911 over budget.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

Gospel Reflection from Benedict XVI 
The biblical Readings of Holy Mass this Sunday give me 

the opportunity to take up the theme of Christ’s call and 
its requirements […]. In fact, those who have the good 
fortune to know a young man or woman who leaves the 
family and studies and works in order to consecrate him- 
or herself to God know well what is involved, for they 
have before them a living example of a radical response 
to the divine call. This is one of the most beautiful experi-
ences one can have in the Church: seeing and actually 
touching the Lord’s action in people’s lives; experiencing 
that God is not an abstract entity but a reality so great 
and strong that it fills human hearts to overflowing, he is a 
Person, alive and close, who loves us and asks to be 
loved. 

The Evangelist Luke presents to us Jesus, walking to 
Jerusalem, who meets some men on the road probably 
young men who promise they will follow him wherever he 
goes. Jesus proves very demanding with them and warns 
them that “the Son of Man”, namely, the Messiah, “has 
nowhere to lay his head” that is to say, he has no perma-
nent dwelling place of his own and that those who choose 
to work with him in God’s field cannot turn back (cf. Lk 
9:57–58, 61–62). On the other hand Christ says to some-
one else: “Follow me”, asking him to sever completely his 
ties with his family (cf. Lk 9:59–60). These requirements 
may seem too harsh but in fact they express the newness 
and absolute priority of the Kingdom of God that is made 
present in the very Person of Jesus Christ. All things con-
sidered, it is a question of that radicalism that is due to 
the Love of God, whom Jesus himself was the first to 
obey. Those who give up everything, even themselves, to 
follow Jesus, enter into a new dimension of freedom that 
St Paul defines as “walk[ing] by the Spirit” (cf. Gal 5:16). 
“For freedom Christ has set us free”, the Apostle writes, 
and he explains that this new form of freedom acquired 
from Christ consists in being “servants of one anoth-
er” (Gal 5:1, 13). Freedom and love coincide! On the con-
trary, complying with one’s own egoism leads to rivalry 
and conflict. 

Dear friends, the month of June, characterized by the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Christ, is now coming to 
an end. On the Feast of the Sacred Heart we renewed 
our commitment to sanctification together with the priests 
of the whole world. Today, I would like to invite everyone 
to contemplate the mystery of the divine and human 

Heart of the Lord Jesus, to draw from the very source 
of God’s Love. Those who fix their gaze on that 
pierced Heart that is ever open for our love sense the 
truth of this invocation: “You are my inheritance O 
Lord” (Responsorial Psalm), and are prepared to 
leave everything to follow the Lord. O Mary, who an-
swered the divine call without reserve, pray for us! 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(6/22/2022) 

In our catechetical journey on old age, today we 
meditate on the dialogue between the risen Jesus 
and Peter at the end of John’s Gospel (21:15-23). It 
is a moving dialogue, from which shines all the love 
of Jesus for his disciples, and also the sublime hu-
manity of his relationship with them, in particular with 
Peter: a tender relationship, but not melancholic; di-
rect, strong, free, and open. A relationship between 
men and in truth. Thus, John’s Gospel, so spiritual, 
so lofty, closes with a poignant request and offer of 
love between Jesus and Peter, which is intertwined, 
quite naturally, with a discussion between them. The 
Evangelist alerts us: he is bearing witness to the truth 
of the facts (cf. Jn 21:24). And it is in the facts that 
the truth is to be sought. 

We can ask ourselves: are we capable of preserv-
ing the tenor of this relationship of Jesus with the dis-
ciples, according to his style that is so open, so frank, 
so direct, so humanly real? How is our relationship 
with Jesus? Is it like this, like that of the Apostles with 
Him? Are we not, instead, very often tempted to en-
close the testimony of the Gospel in the cocoon of a 
‘sugar-coated’ revelation, to which is added our own 
circumstantial veneration? This attitude, which seems 
respectful, actually distances us from the real Jesus, 
and even becomes the occasion for a very abstract, 
very self-referential, very worldly journey of faith, 
which is not the path of Jesus. Jesus is the Word of 
God made man, and He comports Himself as man, 
He speaks to us as man, God-man. With this tender-
ness, with this friendship, with this closeness. Jesus 
is not like the sugar-sweet image of the picture cards, 
no: Jesus is close to hand, he is near us. 

In the course of Jesus’ discussion with Peter, we 
find two passages that deal precisely with old age 
and the passage of time: the time of testimony, the 
time of life. The first passage is Jesus’ warning to Pe-
ter: when you were young you were self-sufficient, 
when you are old you will no longer be so much the 
master of yourself and your life. Tell me I have to go 
in a wheelchair, eh? But that’s how it is, that’s life. 
With old age you get all these illnesses and we have 
to accept them as they come, don’t we. We don’t 
have the strength of youth! And your witness will also 
be accompanied by this weakness. You have to be a 
witness to Jesus even in weakness, illness and death. 

There is a beautiful passage from St Ignatius of Loyo-
la that says: “Just as in life, so also in death we must 
bear witness as disciples of Jesus.” The end of life 
must be an end of life of disciples: of disciples of Je-
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 

Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mo-
ra, Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (June)  
For families 

We pray for Christian families around the world; 
may they embody and experience unconditional love 
and advance in holiness in their daily lives. 

sus, whom the Lord always speaks to us according to 
our age. The Evangelist adds his commentary, explain-
ing that Jesus was alluding to the extreme witness, that 
of martyrdom and death. 

But we can understand more generally the meaning of this 
admonition: your sequela [following in my footsteps] will have 
to learn to allow itself to be instructed and moulded by your 
frailty, your helplessness, your dependence on others, even 
in getting dressed, in walking. But you: “Follow me” (v. 19). 
The following of Jesus is always going forward, in good 
health, in not so good health; self-sufficient, without physical 
self-sufficiency. But the following of Jesus is important: to 
follow Jesus always, on your feet, running, going slowly, in a 
wheelchair… but always following Him. The wisdom of the 
following [of Jesus]must find the way to abide in its profession 
of faith – thus Peter responds: “Lord, you know that I love 
you” (vv. 15.16.17) – even in the limited conditions of weak-
ness and old age. I like talking to the elderly, looking into their 
eyes: they have those bright eyes, those eyes that speak to 
you more than words, the witness of a life. And this is beauti-
ful, we must preserve it until the end. Thus to follow Jesus: 
full of life. 

This conversation between Jesus and Peter contains 
a valuable teaching for all disciples, for all of us believ-
ers, and also for all the elderly. From our frailty we learn 
to express the consistency of our witness of life in the 
conditions of a life largely entrusted to others, largely 
dependent on the initiative of others. With sickness, with 
old age, dependence grows and we are no longer as 
self-dependent as before; this grows and there too faith 
matures, there too Jesus is with us, there too that rich-
ness of the faith well lived on the road of life springs 
forth. 

But again we must ask ourselves: do we have a spirituality 
truly capable of interpreting the season – now long and wide-
spread – of this time of our weakness entrusted to others, 
that is greater than to the power of our autonomy? How do 
we remain faithful to the lived act of following [Jesus], to the 
promised love, to the justice sought in the time of our capacity 
for initiative, in the time of the fragility, in the time of depend-
ence, of farewell, in the time of moving away from being the 
protagonist of our lives? It’s not easy, is it? To move away 
from being the protagonist. It’s not easy. 

This new time is also certainly a time of trial – beginning 
with the temptation – very human, undoubtedly, but also very 
insidious – to preserve our protagonism. And at times the 
protagonist has to diminish, has to lower himself, to accept 
that old age reduces you as protagonist. But you will have 
another way of expressing yourself, another way of participat-
ing in the family, in society, in the group of friends. 

And it is curiosity that comes to Peter: “What about him?” 
says Peter, seeing the beloved disciple following them (cf. vv. 
20-21). Sticking your nose in other people’s lives. But no: Je-
sus says: “Shut up!”. Does he have to part of “my” following 
[of Jesus]? Does he have to occupy “my” space? Will he be 
my successor? These are questions that do no good, that 
don’t help. Must he outlive me and take my place? Jesus’ 
answer is frank and even rude: “What does it matter to you? 
You worry about your own life, about your present situation, 
and don’t stick your nose into the lives of others. What does it 
matter to you? You follow me” (v. 22). 

This is important: the following of Jesus, to follow Jesus in 
life and in death, in health and in sickness, in life when it is 
prosperous with many successes, and in life when it is diffi-
cult, in many bad moments of failing. And when we want to 

insert ourselves into other people’s lives, Jesus answers, 
“What does it matter to you? You follow me.” Beautiful. 

We old people should not be envious of young people who 
take their path, who occupy our place, who outlive us. The 
honour of our faithfulness to sworn love, fidelity to the follow-
ing of the faith we have believed, even in the conditions that 
bring them nearer to the end of their life, is our claim to ad-
miration of the generations to come and of grateful recogni-
tion from the Lord. Learning to take leave: this is the wisdom 
of the elderly. But to say farewell well, carefully, with a smile, 
to take one’s leave in society, to take one’s leave with oth-
ers. The life of the elderly is a farewell, slow, slow, but a joy-
ful farewell: I have lived live, I have kept my faith. This is 
beautiful, when an elderly person can say, “I have lived life, 
this is my family; I have lived life, I was a sinner but I have 
also done good.” And this peace that comes, this is the fare-
well of the elder. 

Even the forcibly inactive following [of Jesus], made up of 
enthusiastic contemplation and rapt listening to the word of 
the Lord – like that of Mary, the sister of Lazarus – will be-
come the best part of their lives, of the lives of us elderly 
persons. May this part never be taken from us again, never 
(cf. Lk 10:42). Let us look to the elderly, let us look upon 
them, and let us help them so that they may live and ex-
press their wisdom of life, that they may give us what is 
beautiful and good in them. Let us look at them, let us listen 
to them. And we elders, let us look at the young, and always 
with a smile, at the young: they will follow the path, they will 
carry forward what we have sown, even what we have not 
sown because we have not had the courage or the oppor-
tunity: they will carry it forward. But always this relationship. 


