
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Who is my neighbor? 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Parochial Administrator: Rev. Fernando Meza  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 
Sat-Sun July 16-17 Peter's Pence Second Collection 
 
Fri July 22 St. Mary Magdalene 
 
Mon July 25 St. James, Apostle 
 
Sat Aug 6 Transfiguration of The Lord 
 
Mon Aug 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 

 
For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:10–14 
Second Reading: Colossians 1:15–20 

Gospel: Luke 10:25–37 

LECTORS 

 July 10    July 17 

 Tom Weber  Sandy Ogden  
 Carolyn Garfield  Bob Gartner       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year-to-Date 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 45,952 46,356 -404 -0.9% 

 OLV-English 20,875 20,814 61 0.3% 

 OLV-Spanish 19,824 19,174 650 3.4% 

 St. Stephen's 24,752 26,560 -1,808 -6.8% 

 WeShare 13,666 10,481 3,185 30.4% 

 Other 180 0 180  

 Total Collections 125,248 123,385 1,863 1.5% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Col-
lection, which unites us and Catholics around the 
world more closely with the Holy Father in two ways: it 
supports the structures of the Holy See through which 
the Pope governs the Church as well as his charitable 
efforts to assist victims of war, oppression, natural 
disasters, and others most in need. Please be gener-
ous. For more information, visit  
http://www.peterspence.va/en.html 

• Next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council next 
Saturday, July 16th, at Our Lady of the Valley at 3 
PM.  

• There will be a second collection for the CCD Pro-
gram for our children on the weekend of July 30-31. 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $1,883 over budget. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Gospel Reflection by St. John Paul II 
“If any one says, “I love God’, and hates his brother, he 

is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 
has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And 
this commandment we have from him, that he who loves 
God should love his brother also” (1 Jn 4:20–21). 

The theological virtue of charity is expressed in two di-
mensions: love of God and love of neighbor. In both 
these dimensions it is the fruit of the dynamism of Trini-
tarian life within us. 

Indeed, love has its source in the Father; it is fully re-
vealed in the Passover of the crucified and risen Son, and 
is infused in us by the Holy Spirit. Through it God lets us 
share in his own love. 

If we truly love with the love of God we will also love our 
brothers or sisters as God loves them. 

This is the great newness of Christianity: one cannot 
love God if one does not love one’s brethren, creating a 
deep and lasting communion of love with them. 

In this regard, the teaching of Sacred Scripture is une-
quivocal. The Israelites were already encouraged to love 
one another: “You shall not take vengeance or bear any 
grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself” (Lv 19:18). At first this 
commandment seems restricted to the Israelites, but it 
nonetheless gradually takes on an ever broader sense to 
include the strangers who sojourn among them, in re-
membrance that Israel too was a stranger in the land of 
Egypt (cf. Lv 19:34; Dt 10:19). 

In the New Testament this love becomes a command in 
a clearly universal sense: it presupposes a concept of 
neighbor that knows no bounds (cf. Lk 10:29–37) and is 
even extended to enemies (cf. Mt 5:43–47). It is important 
to note that love of neighbor is seen as an imitation and 
extension of the merciful goodness of the heavenly Fa-
ther who provides for the needs of all without distinction 
(cf. ibid., v. 45). However it remains linked to love of God: 
indeed the two commandments of love are the synthesis 
and epitome of the law and the prophets (cf. Mt 22:40). 
Only those who fulfil both these commandments are 

close to the kingdom of God, as Jesus himself stress-
es in answer to a scribe who had questioned him (cf. 
Mk 12:28–34). 

Abiding by these guidelines which link love of neigh-
bor with love of God and both of these to God’s life in 
us, we can easily understand how love is presented 
in the New Testament as a fruit of the Spirit, indeed, 
as the first of the many gifts listed by St Paul in his 
Letter to the Galatians: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22). 

Theological tradition distinguishes, while correlating 
them, between the theological virtues, the gifts and 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit (cf. Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church, nn. 1830–1832). While the virtues are 
dispositions permanently conferred upon human be-
ings in view of the supernatural works they must do, 
and the gifts perfect both the theological and the mor-
al virtues, the fruits of the Spirit are virtuous acts 
which the person accomplishes with ease, habitually 
and with delight (cf. St Thomas, Summa theologiae, I
-II, q. 70 a. 1, ad 2). These distinctions are not con-
trary to what Paul says, speaking in the singular of 
the fruit of the Spirit. In fact, the Apostle wishes to 
point out that the fruit par excellence is the same di-
vine charity which is at the heart of every virtuous act. 
Just as sunlight is expressed in a limitless range of 
colors, so love is manifest in the multiple fruits of the 
Spirit. 

In this regard, it says in the Letter to the Colossians: 
“Above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony” (3:14). The hymn to love 
contained in the First Letter to the Corinthians (cf. 1 
Cor 13) celebrates this primacy of love over all the 
other gifts (cf. vv. 1–3), and even over faith and hope 
(cf. v. 13). The Apostle Paul says of it: “Love never 
ends” (v. 8). 

Love of neighbor has a Christological connotation, 
since it must conform to Christ’s gift of his own life: 
“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for 
us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the breth-
ren” (1 Jn 3:16). Insofar as it is measured by Christ’s 
love, it can be called a “new commandment” by which 
the true disciples may be recognized: “A new com-
mandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one an-
other. By this all men will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:34–35). 
The Christological meaning of love of neighbor will 
shine forth at the second coming of Christ. Indeed at 
that very moment, it will be seen that the measure by 
which to judge adherence to Christ is precisely the 
daily demonstration of love for our neediest brothers 
and sisters: “I was hungry and you gave me food 
…” (cf. Mt 25:31–46). 

Only those who are involved with their neighbor and 
his needs concretely show their love for Jesus. Being 
closed and indifferent to the “other” means being 
closed to the Holy Spirit, forgetting Christ and deny-
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (July)  
For the elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wisdom 
help young people to look towards the future with hope 
and responsibility. 

ing the Father’s universal love. 

USCCB Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Rul-
ing in Dobbs v. Jackson 

(The Holy Father is on vacation in July. The Weekly 
audiences will resume in August) 

WASHINGTON - In response to the Supreme Court of 
the United States issuing its ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, Archbishop José H. 
Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Archbishop Wil-
liam E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB’s 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities issued the following 
statement: 

“This is a historic day in the life of our country, one 
that stirs our thoughts, emotions and prayers. For nearly 
fifty years, America has enforced an unjust law that has 
permitted some to decide whether others can live or die; 
this policy has resulted in the deaths of tens of millions 
of preborn children, generations that were denied the 
right to even be born. 

“America was founded on the truth that all men and 
women are created equal, with God-given rights to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This truth was 
grievously denied by the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. 
Wade ruling, which legalized and normalized the taking 
of innocent human life. We thank God today that the 
Court has now overturned this decision. We pray that 
our elected officials will now enact laws and policies that 
promote and protect the most vulnerable among us. 

“Our first thoughts are with the little ones whose lives 
have been taken since 1973. We mourn their loss, and 
we entrust their souls to God, who loved them from be-
fore all ages and who will love them for all eternity. Our 
hearts are also with every woman and man who has 
suffered grievously from abortion; we pray for their heal-
ing, and we pledge our continued compassion and sup-
port. As a Church, we need to serve those who face 
difficult pregnancies and surround them with love.     

“Today’s decision is also the fruit of the prayers, sacri-
fices, and advocacy of countless ordinary Americans 
from every walk of life. Over these long years, millions 
of our fellow citizens have worked together peacefully to 
educate and persuade their neighbors about the injus-
tice of abortion, to offer care and counseling to women, 
and to work for alternatives to abortion, including adop-
tion, foster care, and public policies that truly support 
families. We share their joy today and we are grateful to 
them. Their work for the cause of life reflects all that is 
good in our democracy, and the pro-life movement de-
serves to be numbered among the great movements for 
social change and civil rights in our nation’s history.  

“Now is the time to begin the work of building a post-
Roe America. It is a time for healing wounds and repair-
ing social divisions; it is a time for reasoned reflection 
and civil dialogue, and for coming together to build a 
society and economy that supports marriages and fami-
lies, and where every woman has the support and re-
sources she needs to bring her child into this world in 
love. 

“As religious leaders, we pledge ourselves to continue 

our service to God’s great plan of love for the human 
person, and to work with our fellow citizens to fulfill 
America’s promise to guarantee the right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness for all people.” 

 


