
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Ask and you will receive. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Parochial Administrator: Rev. Fernando Meza  
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 
Mon July 25 St. James, Apostle 
 
Sat Aug 6 Transfiguration of The Lord 
 
Mon Aug 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
 
Thu Sept 1 World Day of Prayer for the Care 
     of Creation 
 
Mon Sept 5 Labor Day 

 
For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 
First Reading: Genesis 18:20–32 

Psalm 138:1–3, 6–8 
Second Reading: Colossians 2:12–14 

Gospel: Luke 11:1–13 

LECTORS 

 July 24    July 31 

 Kathy Billo  Carolyn Garfield  
 Jim Billo  Karen Churney       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year Ended 

6/30/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 45,952 46,356 -404 -0.9% 

 OLV- English 20,875 20,814 61 0.3% 

 OLV-Spanish 19,824 19,174 650 3.4% 

 St. Stephen's 24,752 26,560 -1,808 -6.8% 

 WeShare 13,961 10,900 3,061 28.1% 

 Other 180 0 180  

 Total Collections 125,543 123,804 1,739 1.4% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• There will be a second collection for the CCD 
Program for our children next weekend. 

• North State Faith Formation Kickoff 2022. Join 
us for a morning of inspiration and reflection as 
we prepare for a new year! ¡Únase a nosotros 
para una mañana de inspiración y reflexión mien-
tras nos preparamos para un nuevo año! Place/
Lugar: Sacred Heart Parish 3141 St Stephen's 
Dr, Anderson, CA. Date/Fecha: August 6, 2022. 
Time/Hora: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Free Event! ¡No 
cost! 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $1,739 over 
budget. Thank you for your generosity. 

Gospel Reflection from Pope Leo XIII 
But man’s power by itself is not equal to the re-

sponsibility of so many duties. As We must ask God 
for daily bread for the sustenance of the body, so 
must We pray to Him for strength of soul for its nour-
ishment in virtue. Hence that universal condition and 
law of life, which We have said is a perpetual battle, 
brings with it the necessity of prayer to God. For, as 
is well and wisely said by St. Augustine, pious prayer 
flies over the world’s barriers and calls down the 
mercy of God from heaven. In order to conquer the 
emotions of lust, and the snares of the devil, lest we 
should be led into evil, we are commanded to seek 
the divine help in the words, “pray that ye enter not 
into temptation.” How much more is this necessary, if 
we wish to labor for the salvation of others? Christ 
our Lord, the only begotten Son of God, the source 
of all grace and virtue, first showed by example what 
he taught in word: “He passed the whole night in the 
prayer of God,” and when nigh to the sacrifice of his 
life, “He prayed the longer.” 

The frailty of nature would be much less fearful, 
and the moral character would grow weak and ener-
vated with much less ease if that divine precept were 
not so much disregarded and treated almost with 
disdain. For God is easily appeased, and desires to 
aid men, having promised openly to give His grace in 
abundance to those who ask for it. Nay, He even in-
vites men to ask, and almost insists with most loving 
words: “I say unto you, ask and it shall be given you: 
seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be 
opened to you.” And that we should have no fear in 
doing this with confidence and familiarity, he softens 
His words, comparing Himself to a most loving father 
who desires nothing so much as the love of his chil-
dren. “If you then being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children: how much more will your Fa-
ther who is in heaven, give good things to them that 
ask Him?” And this will not seem excessive to one 

who considers it, if the efficaciousness of prayer 
seemed so great to St. John Chrysostom that he 
thought it might be compared with the power of 
God; for as God created all things by His word, 
so man by prayer obtains what he wills. For 
nothing has so great a power as prayer, because 
in it there are certain qualities with which it pleas-
es God to be moved. For in prayer we separate 
ourselves from things of earth, and filled with the 
thought of God alone, we become aware of our 
human weakness; for the same reason we rest 
in the embrace of our Father, we seek a refuge 
in the power of our Creator. We approach the 
Author of all good, as though we wish Him to 
gaze upon our weak souls, our failing strength, 
our poverty; and, full of hope, we implore His aid 
and guardianship, Who alone can give help to 
the weak and consolation to the infirm and mis-
erable. With such a condition of mind, thinking 
but little of ourselves, as is fitting, God is greatly 
inclined to mercy, for God resisteth the proud, 
but to the humble he giveth grace. Let, then, the 
habit of prayer be sacred to all; let soul and voice 
join together in prayer, and let our whole daily life 
agree together, so that, by keeping the laws of 
God, the course of our days may seem a contin-
ual ascent to Him. 

Why does the Church use candles? 
Every time we attend Mass, there are candles 

on the altar. Sometimes two. Sometimes four. 
Sometimes six or more. At some Masses, there 
are dozens and dozens of them. In nearly every 
church, votive candles burn before statues and 
sacred images. For us Catholics, they are omni-
present, automatically turning our thoughts and 
minds to prayer, to worship, to God. 

But why does the Church use candles? What 
do they actually symbolize? Primarily, the can-
dles—with their burning, light-giving flame—
represent Christ, the Light of the World. 

Candles are traditionally made of 100% bees-
wax, which symbolizes the pure flesh of Our 
Lord, received from His immaculate Virgin Moth-
er. (Although candles are not required to be pure 
beeswax, they must at least contain some per-
centage of that wax.) The wick, enrobed in the 
wax, represents His soul, and the flame His di-
vinity. Since we offer Christ Himself on the altar 
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, it is only fitting 
that such a powerful symbol of Christ should be 
a required element in the Mass. 

The layers of meaning in candles run deep. 
They symbolize our prayers rising up to God. 
They also contain the idea of sacrifice, since 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (July)  
For the elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wisdom 
help young people to look towards the future with hope 
and responsibility. 

they are an offering made by human hands that we 
burn—often on an altar—and which is consumed 
as it is used. During the Mass, candles are a vivid 
representation of Christ offering Himself to the Fa-
ther through the hands of the priest. Candles repre-
sent the burning light of faith that compels us to 
adore God and bring our petitions to Him. And, of 
course, flame reminds us of the Holy Spirit, the 
very Love of God dwelling within the hearts of the 
faithful and sanctifying our prayers and sacrifices. 

Pope Francis on Social Media 
(7/15/2022) 

(The Holy Father is on vacation this month. The 
Weekly Audiences will resume in August) 

The use of digital media, especially social media, 
has raised a number of serious ethical issues that 
call for wise and discerning judgment on the part of 
communicators and all those concerned with the 
authenticity and quality of human relationships. 
Sometimes and in some places, media sites have 
become places of toxicity, hate speech and fake 
news. In meeting this challenge, SIGNIS 
(signis.net) can play an important role through me-
dia education, networking Catholic media and 
countering lies and misinformation. I encourage 
you to persevere in these efforts, paying particular 
attention to the need to assist people, especially 
young people, to develop a sound critical sense, 
learning to distinguish truth from falsehood, right 
from wrong, good from evil, and to appreciate the 
importance of working for justice, social concord, 
and respect for our common home. I would also 
encourage you to consider the many communities 
in our world that remain excluded from the digital 
space, making digital inclusion a priority of your or-
ganizational planning. In doing so, you will be mak-
ing a significant contribution to the spread of a cul-
ture of peace grounded in the truth of the Gospel. 

 WON’T FLY 

From “A Year With Pope Francis.” 


