
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

The things you have prepared, to whom will they belong? 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 
 
Sat Aug 6 Transfiguration of The Lord 
 
Mon Aug 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 
 
Thu Sept 1 World Day of Prayer for the Care 
     of Creation 
 
Mon Sept 5 Labor Day 

 
For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21–23 

Psalm 90:3–6, 12–13 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1–5, 9–11 

Gospel: Luke 12:13–21 

LECTORS 

 July 31    August 7 

 Carolyn Garfield  Bob Gartner  
 Karen Churney  Tom Weber       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year Ended 

6/30/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 45,653 46,356 -703 -1.5% 

 OLV-English 20,805 20,814 -9 0.0% 

 OLV-Spanish 19,501 19,174 327 1.7% 

 St. Stephen's 24,584 26,560 -1,976 -7.4% 

 WeShare 13,666 10,900 2,766 25.4% 

 Other 180 0 180  

 Total Collections 124,388 123,804 584 0.5% 



July 31, 2022  Page 3 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• There will be a second collection for the CCD 
Program for our children this weekend. 

• North State Faith Formation Kickoff 2022. Join 
us for a morning of inspiration and reflection as 
we prepare for a new year! ¡Únase a nosotros 
para una mañana de inspiración y reflexión mien-
tras nos preparamos para un nuevo año! Place/
Lugar: Sacred Heart Parish 3141 St Stephen's 
Dr, Anderson, CA. Date/Fecha: August 6, 2022. 
Time/Hora: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Free Event! ¡No 
cost! 

• We will have a second collection for the Church 
in Latin America on August 13-14. 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $584 over budg-
et. Thank you for your generosity. 

Gospel Reflection from St. John Paul II 
A profound blindness takes hold of man if he de-

ludes himself that by striving to accumulate material 
goods he can avoid death. Not for nothing does the 
Psalmist speak of an almost animal-like “lack of un-
derstanding”. 

The topic, however, was to be explored by all cul-
tures and forms of spirituality and its essence was 
expressed once and for all by Jesus, who said: 
“Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions” (Lk 12:15). He then recounts the fa-
mous Parable of the Rich Fool who accumulated 
possessions out of all proportion without a thought of 
the snare that death was setting for him (cf. Lk 12:16
–21). 

The first part of the Psalm is wholly centered on 
this illusion that has the rich man’s heart in its grip. 
He is convinced that he will also even succeed in 
“buying off” death, attempting as it were to corrupt it, 
much as he had to gain possession of everything 
else, such as success, triumph over others in social 
and political spheres, dishonest dealings, impunity, 
his satisfaction, comforts and pleasures. 

But the Psalmist does not hesitate to brand this ex-
cess as foolish. He uses a word that also has finan-
cial overtones: “ransom”: “No man can buy his own 
ransom, or pay a price to God for his life. The ran-
som of his soul is beyond him. He cannot buy life 
without end, nor avoid coming to the grave” (Ps 49
[48]:8–10). 

The rich man, clinging to his immense fortune, is 
convinced that he will succeed in overcoming death, 
just as with money he had lorded it over everything 
and everyone. But however vast a sum he is pre-
pared to offer, he cannot escape his ultimate destiny. 

Indeed, like all other men and women, rich and 
poor, wise and foolish alike, he is doomed to end 
in the grave, as happens likewise to the power-
ful, and he will have to leave behind on earth that 
gold so dear to him and those material posses-
sions he so idolized (cf. vv. 11–12). 

Among the Fathers who commented on Psalm 
49[48], St Ambrose deserves special attention. 
He extends its meaning to a broader vision, 
starting precisely with the Psalmist’s initial invita-
tion: “Hear this, all you peoples, give heed, all 
who dwell in the world”. 

The Bishop of Milan commented in ancient 
times: “Let us recognize here, from the outset, 
the voice of the Lord our Savior who calls the 
peoples to the Church in order to renounce sin, 
to become followers of the truth and to recognize 
the advantage of faith”. Moreover, “all the hearts 
of the various human generations were polluted 
by the venom of the serpent, and the human 
conscience, enslaved by sin, was unable to de-
tach itself from it”. This is why the Lord, “of his 
own initiative, in the generosity of his mercy 
promised forgiveness, so that the guilty would be 
afraid no longer and with full awareness rejoice 
to be able to offer their offices as servants to the 
good Lord who has forgiven sins and rewarded 
virtues” (Commento a Dodici Salmi, n. 1: SAE-
MO, VIII, Milan-Rome, 1980, p. 253). 

In these words of our Psalm we can hear ech-
oes of the Gospel invitation: “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you” (Mt 11:28). 
Ambrose continues, “Like someone who will 
come to visit the sick, like a doctor who will come 
to treat our painful wounds, so [the Lord] points 
out the cure to us, so that men may hear him 
clearly and hasten with trust and promptness to 
receive the healing remedy.… He calls all the 
peoples to the source of wisdom and knowledge 
and promises redemption to them all, so that no 
one will live in anguish or desperation” (n. 2: 
ibid., pp. 253, 255). 

Writings of the Saints 
The Epistle of St. Barnabas 

(Pope Francis’ Weekly Audiences will resume 
in August) 

Greetings, sons and daughters. In the name of 
the Lord who loves us, peace be to you. 

Because the Lord has granted you an abun-
dance of blessings, I rejoice immeasurably in 
your blessed and glorious company. You have 
received abundantly that indwelling grace which 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (August)  
For small businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the 
midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to 
continue operating, and serving their communities. 

is the Spirit’s gift, and for this reason I hope in my 
own salvation and I give thanks all the more when I 
see the bountiful fullness of the Lord’s Spirit pour-
ing over you. I have longed so much for you that 
when I saw you I was overwhelmed. 

I am now convinced and fully aware that I have 
learned much by speaking with you, for the Lord 
accompanied me on the road to righteousness, 
and so I am driven in all ways to love you more 
than my own life. For surely there is a great store of 
faith and charity within you because of your hope 
for life in Christ. Therefore, I have been thinking 
that if my concern for you inspires me to pass on to 
you a portion of what I have received, then I will be 
rewarded for ministering to souls such as yours. 
Consequently, I am writing you, that you may have 
perfect knowledge along with your faith. 

The Lord has given us these three basic doc-
trines: hope for eternal life, the beginning and end 
of our faith; justice, the beginning and end of right-
eousness; and love, which bears cheerful and joy-
ous witness to the works of righteousness. Now the 
Lord has made the past and present known to us 
through his prophets, and he has given us the abil-
ity to taste the fruits of the future beforehand. Thus, 
when we see prophecies fulfilled in their appointed 
order, we ought to grow more fully and deeply in 
awe of him. Let me suggest a few things—not as a 
teacher, but as one of you—which should bring you 
joy in the present situation. 

When evil days are upon us and the worker of 
malice gains power, we must attend to our own 
souls and seek to know the ways of the Lord. In 
those times reverential fear and perseverance will 
sustain our faith, and we will find need of forbear-
ance and self-restraint as well. Provided that we 
hold fast to these virtues and look to the Lord, then 
wisdom, understanding, knowledge and insight will 
make joyous company with them. 

Truly, the Lord has revealed to us through the 
prophets that he has no need of sacrifice, burnt of-
ferings or oblations. He says in one place: Your 
endless sacrifices, what are they to me? says the 
Lord. I have had my fill of holocausts; I do not want 
the fat of your lambs, nor the blood of your bulls 
and goats, nor your presence in my sight. Indeed, 
who has made these demands of you? No more 
will you trample my courts. Your sacrifices of fine 
flour are in vain; your incense is loathsome to me; I 
cannot bear your feasts of the new moon, nor your 
sabbaths. 

Funerals For Suicide Victims? 
FATHER REGINALD MARTIN 

 St. John writes, “In this is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us” (1 Jn 4:10). God’s love 

enables us to love God, and then his creatures. 
We are the first of God’s creatures we learn to 
love. This is not mindless selfishness, but respect 
for God’s creation, and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church observes, “Love toward oneself 
remains a fundamental principle of morality” (No. 
2264). 

However, we must remember our life is a gift 
given in trust. God expects us to give it back. The 
Catechism remarks: “We are stewards, not own-
ers, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not 
ours to dispose of” (No. 2280). 

The Fifth Commandment forbids all forms of 
murder, but we must leave to God’s mercy the 
judgment of those who commit suicide. Thus the 
Catechism teaches: “We should not despair of the 
eternal salvation of persons who have taken their 
own lives. By ways known to him alone, God can 
provide the opportunity for salutary repentance. 
The Church prays for persons who have taken 
their own lives” (No. 2283). For this reason the 
Church no longer forbids funeral rites or burial to 
Catholics who have committed suicide. 


