
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

You also must be prepared. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
1st Friday 9:30 am—Noon St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Mon Aug 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
     Mary 

Thu Sept 1 World Day of Prayer for the Care 
     of Creation 

Fri Sept 2 Mass and Birthday Party for Fr. 
   Meza at Our Lady of the Valley 
   at 6:30 PM. 

Mon Sept 5 Labor Day 

Thu Sept 8 Nativity of the Blessed Virgin  
     Mary 

Wed Sept 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6–9 
Psalm 33:1, 12, 18–19, 20–22 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19 
Gospel: Luke 12:32–48 

LECTORS 

 August 7    August 14 

 Bob Gartner  Sandy Ogden  
 Tom Weber  Carolyn Garfield       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year Ended 

6/30/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

St. Francis 45,653 46,356 -703 -1.5% 

OLV-English 20,805 20,814 -9 0.0% 

OLV-Spanish 19,501 19,174 327 1.7% 

St. Stephen's 24,584 26,560 -1,976 -7.4% 

WeShare 14,008 10,900 3,108 28.5% 

Other 180 0 180  

Total Collections 124,730 123,804 926 0.7% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Masses for the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on Monday, August 15th are 9:00 
AM at St. Francis and 6:30 PM at Our Lady of the 
Valley. 

• We will have a Mass and Birthday Party for Fr. 
Meza on Friday, September 2nd, at Our Lady of 
the Valley at 6:30 PM. 

• We will have a Mass and Party in Celebration 
of Mexican Independence on Friday, Septem-
ber 16th, at Our Lady of the Valley at 6:30 PM. 

• Next week, we will take up the Collection for 
the Church in Latin America. For many in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, a rising secular cul-
ture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of min-
isters all present obstacles to practicing the faith. 
Your support for the collection provides lay lead-
ership training, catechesis, priestly and religious 
formation, and other programs to share our Cath-
olic faith with those who long to hear the Good 
News of Christ. To learn more about how your 
gifts make a difference, visit www.usccb.org/
latin-america 

• Offertory Collections YTD are $926 over budg-
et. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Gospel Reflection from Benedict XVI 

It is true, we are all travelers on earth, as the Second 
Reading of today’s liturgy from the Letter to the Hebrews 
appropriately reminds us. It presents Abraham to us in the 
clothes of a pilgrim, as a nomad who lives in a tent and so-
journs in a foreign land. He has faith to guide him. 

“By faith”, the sacred author wrote, “Abraham obeyed 
when he was called to go out to a place which he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing 
where he was to go” (Heb 11:8). 

Indeed, Abraham’s true destination was “the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (11:10). The 
city to which he was alluding is not in this world but is the 
heavenly Jerusalem, Paradise. 

This was well known to the primitive Christian community, 
which considered itself “alien” here below and called its pop-
ulated nucleuses in the cities “parishes”, which means, pre-
cisely, colonies of foreigners [in Greek, pároikoi] (cf. 1 Pt 
2:11). In this way, the first Christians expressed the most 
important characteristic of the Church, which is precisely the 
tension of living in this life in light of Heaven. 

Today’s Liturgy of the Word, therefore, desires to invite us 
to think of “the life of the world to come”, as we repeat every 
time we make our profession of faith with the Creed. It is an 
invitation to spend our life wisely and with foresight, to con-
sider attentively our destiny, in other words, those realities 
which we call final: death, the last judgement, eternity, hell 
and Heaven. And it is exactly in this way that we assume 
responsibility for the world and build a better world. 

May the Virgin Mary, who watches over us from Heaven, 

help us not to forget that here on earth we are only 
passing through, and may she teach us to prepare our-
selves to encounter Jesus, who is “seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead”. 

 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
(8/3/2022) 

Today I would like to share some reflections with you 
on the apostolic journey I made to Canada in recent 
days. It was unlike the other journeys. In fact, the main 
motivation was to meet the indigenous peoples to ex-
press to them my closeness and my sorrow, and to ask 
for forgiveness – to ask for forgiveness – for the harm 
done to them by those Christians, including many Cath-
olics, who in the past collaborated in the forced assimi-
lation and enfranchisement policies of the governments 
of the time. 

In this sense, Canada has embarked on the process 
of writing a new page, a new page, in the journey that 
the Church has been making together with the indige-
nous peoples for some time. And indeed, the motto of 
the journey, “Walking together” explains this somewhat. 
A path of reconciliation and healing, which presupposes 
historical knowledge, listening to the survivors, aware-
ness and above all conversion, a change of mentality.  

This in-depth study shows that, on the one hand, 
some men and women of the Church were among the 
most decisive and courageous supporters of the dignity 
of the indigenous peoples, coming to their defense and 
contributing to raising awareness of their languages and 
cultures; but, on the other hand, there was unfortunately 
no shortage of Christians, that is, priests, men and 
women religious and laypeople, who participated in pro-
grams that today we understand are unacceptable and 
also contrary to the Gospel. And this is why I went to 
ask for forgiveness, on behalf of the Church. 

It was therefore a penitential pilgrimage. There were 
many joyful moments, but the overall meaning and tone 
was reflection, repentance and reconciliation. Four 
months ago, I received in the Vatican, in separate 
groups, representatives of the indigenous peoples: 
there were six meetings in total, to prepare a little for 
this meeting. 

There were three main stages in the pilgrimage: the 
first, in Edmonton, in the western part of the country. 
The second, in Québec, in the east. And the third in the 
north, in Iqaluit, maybe 300 kilometers from the arctic 
circle. The first meeting took place in Maskwacis – 
“Bear Hills” – where the leaders and members of the 
main indigenous groups gathered, from all over the 
country: First Nations, Métis and Inuit. Together we re-
membered: the good memory of the thousand-year his-
tory of these peoples, in harmony with their land. This is 
one of the most beautiful things about the indigenous 
peoples, their harmony with the land. They never mis-
treat creation, never. In harmony with the land. And we 
recounted the painful memory of the abuse they suf-
fered, also in the residential schools, as a result of cul-
tural assimilation policies. 

After remembrance, the second step of our journey 
was that of reconciliation. Not a compromise between 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Eva Rebay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (August)  
For small businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the 
midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to 
continue operating, and serving their communities. 

us – it would be an illusion, a mise en scène – but allowing 
ourselves to be reconciled by Christ, who is our peace (cf. 
Eph 2: 14). We did this by keeping as a point of reference 
the image of the tree, central to the life and symbolism of 
the indigenous peoples. 

Remembrance, reconciliation, and therefore healing. We 
took this third step of the journey on the banks of Lac 
Sainte-Anne, precisely on the day of the feast of Saints 
Joachim and Anne. We can all draw from Christ, source of 
water, and there, in Jesus, we saw the proximity of the 
Father who heals wounds and also forgives sins. 

From this journey of remembrance, reconciliation and 
healing springs hope for the Church, in Canada and every-
where. And there, the image of the disciples of Emmaus 
who, after walking with the risen Jesus, with Him and be-
cause of Him, passed from failure to hope (cf. Lk 24:13-
35). How many times in history have Christ’s disciples re-
traced this road of Emmaus! 

As I said at the beginning, the journey together with the 
indigenous peoples formed the backbone of this apostolic 
journey. The two meetings with the local Church and with 
the Authorities of the country, to whom I wish to reiterate 
my sincere gratitude for their great hospitality and the 
warm welcome they gave me and my collaborators. And 
the same to the bishops. Before the Governors, indige-
nous leaders and the diplomatic corps, I reaffirmed the 
active will of the Holy See and the local Catholic communi-
ties to promote the indigenous cultures, with appropriate 
spiritual paths and with attention to the customs and lan-
guages of the peoples. At the same time, I noted how the 
colonizing mentality is present today in various forms of 
ideological colonization, threatening the traditions, history 
and religious bonds of peoples, erasing differences, focus-
ing only on the present and often neglecting duties to-
wards the weakest and most fragile. It is therefore a matter 
of recovering a healthy balance, to recover harmony, 
which is more than balance, it is something else; to recov-
er harmony between modernity and ancestral cultures, 
between secularization and spiritual values. And this di-
rectly addresses the mission of the Church, sent all over 
the world to bear witness to and “sow” a universal fraterni-
ty that respects and promotes the local dimension with its 
multiple riches (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli tutti, 142-153). 
I have already said it, but I wish to reaffirm my thanks to 
the civil authorities, the Governor General, the Prime Min-
ister, the local authorities of the places where I went: I 
thank you very much for the way in which you helped this 
to be done. And I thank the bishops, I thank them above 
all for the unity of the episcopate: this was possible, on our 
part, because the bishops were united, and where there is 
unity one can proceed. Therefore, I would like to empha-
size this and to thank the bishops of Canada for this unity. 

And the last meeting was marked by hope, in the land of 
the Inuit, with the young and the elderly. And I assure you 
that in these meetings, especially the last one, I had to feel 
the blows of the pain of those people, what they had lost… 
the elderly who had lost their children and did not know 
what had become of them, due to this policy of assimila-
tion. It was a very painful moment, but one we must face 
up to: we must face up to our errors, our sins. In Canada 
too, the young and the elderly form a key pairing, a sign of 
the times: the young and the elderly in dialogue so as to 
journey together in history amid remembrance and proph-

ecy, which are in tension. May the fortitude and spacific 
action of the indigenous peoples of Canada be an exam-
ple for all ordinary peoples not to close themselves up, 
but to offer their indispensable contribution for a more 
fraternal humanity, that knows how to love creation and 
the Creator, in harmony with creation, in harmony be-
tween you all. Thank you. 

What is an Auxiliary Bishop? 
Father Reginald Martin 

None will deny the challenges faced by today’s dioce-
san bishops. These include the size of the dioceses they 
govern, the number of the faithful they must serve, the 
complex ethnic composition of many dioceses, etc. As a 
result, when a bishop feels he requires assistance in his 
duties, he may ask the Holy See to appoint an auxiliary 
to lend a hand in the administration of certain diocesan 
affairs. The auxiliary does not enjoy the right to succeed 
the bishop as ordinary in the diocese. 

However, when a bishop must serve on national or in-
ternational committees, tasks requiring significant time 
away from his diocese, or when advanced age or poor 
health interfere with his efficiently exercising his office, 
the Holy See may appoint an coadjutor bishop. The dif-
ference between a coadjutor and an auxiliary is the coad-
jutor enjoys the right to assume leadership of the diocese 
when the presiding bishop dies or resigns his office. 

In the ranking of diocesan officials, the bishop enjoys 
the highest status, and a coadjutor the next, followed by 
any auxiliary bishops. The Church’s Code of Canon Law 
observes they “are to consult one another on matters of 
major importance” (Canon 407.3). 


