
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Anyone of you who does not renounce 

all possessions cannot be my disciple. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Mon Sept 5 Labor Day 

Thu Sept 8 Nativity of the Blessed Virgin  
     Mary 

Wed Sept 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Wed Sept 21 St. Matthew, Apostle and 

     Evangelist 

Sun Sept 25 World Day of Migrants & 

     Refugees 

Thu Sept 29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 
     Archangels 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Wisdom of Solomon 9:13–18b 
Psalm 90:3–6, 12–14, 17 

Second Reading: Philemon 9–10, 12–17 
Gospel: Luke 14:25–33 

LECTORS 

 September 4       September 11 

 Tom Weber  Kathy Billo  
 Jim Billo  Carolyn Garfield       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

8/28/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 5,850 8,100 -2,250 -27.8% 

 OLV-English 4,471 3,687 784 21.3% 

 OLV-Spanish 3,843 3,462 381 11.0% 

 St. Stephen's 3,986 4,362 -376 -8.6% 

 WeShare 2,469 1,662 808 48.6% 

 Other 20 0 20  

 Total Collections 20,639 21,271 -632 -3.0% 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Saturday, 
September 17th, at Our Lady of the Valley at 3 PM. 

• Mark your calendars for the Parish-wide Picnic to be 
held at the Lion’s Community Park in Fall River Mills 
on Sunday, September 18th. The event will start with 
a bilingual Mass at 11am. Following Mass, come join 
us for an afternoon of fun in the park with a potluck 
lunch, games, and music. Drinks and paper goods will 
be provided. Please bring a potluck dish to share and 
lawn chairs. Mass at Our Lady of the Valley will be 
celebrated on Saturday, September 17th at 4:30pm 
but this bilingual Mass will be the only Mass celebrat-
ed on Sunday.   

• Next weekend, there will be a second collection—the 
Diocesan Collection for Priests Retirement. This is 
an opportunity for parishioners to thank our faithful 
and dedicated priests for their long and loving service 
to the Diocese.  

• Please Support Options United, Helping Women in 
Need. In today’s world, Catholics are called to support 
unborn children and their mothers so that no woman 
feels she has no choice but abortion. Do you know 
someone facing an unexpected or difficult pregnancy, 
in need of prenatal care, or support with young chil-
dren? Share the Options for Pregnancy helpline: 877-
398-7734, staffed by Options United trained call re-
sponders, or visit: www.optionsforpregnancy.com. 
This critical support service connects women and 
families to the 170+ pregnancy centers and other life-
affirming resources across the state, but it can only be 
provided with your help. The bishops in all twelve of 
our California dioceses have endorsed this pioneering 
service and are united in asking you to prayerfully 
consider making a monthly donation of any size at 
www.optionsunited.com/one. 

Gospel Reflection from St. John Paul II 
For what man can learn the counsel of God? (Wis 9:13). 

The question asked in the Book of Wisdom has one answer: 
only the Son of God, made man for our salvation in the vir-
ginal womb of Mary, can reveal God’s design to us. Jesus 
alone knows which is the path that “leads to wisdom of 
heart” (cf. Responsorial Psalm) and to peace and salvation. 

And what is this way? He has given us the answer in to-
day’s Gospel: it is the way of the Cross. His words are clear: 
“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:27). 

“Carrying the cross, following Jesus”, means being pre-
pared to make any sacrifice for love of him. It means not put-
ting anything or anyone before him, not even those you love 
the most, not even your own life. 

You know it: adhering to Christ is a demanding decision. It 
is not by chance that Jesus speaks of the “cross”. However, 
he straightaway explains: “after me”. These are the important 
words: we are not alone in carrying our cross. He walks 
ahead of us, showing us the way with the light of his example 
and the power of his love. 

The cross accepted through love gives birth to freedom. 
The Apostle Paul experienced it when he was old “and now a 

prisoner also for Jesus Christ”, as he himself says in his 
Letter to Philemon, but inwardly totally free. It is this im-
pression that the passage just proclaimed conveys to us: 
Paul is in chains but his heart is free, because it is filled 
with Christ’s love. Therefore, in the dark prison in which 
he suffers for his Lord, he can speak of freedom to a 
friend who is outside it. Philemon was a Christian of Co-
lossae; Paul turns to him to ask him to free Onesimus, 
who was still a slave according to the law of the time, but 
is henceforth a brother through baptism. By renouncing 
the other as a possession, Philemon will receive the gift 
of a brother. 

A clear lesson can be learned from this incident, 
viewed as a whole: there is no greater love than that of 
the cross; there is no truer freedom than that of love; 
there is no more complete brotherhood than that which 
is born from the Cross of Jesus. 

May you have at heart what the Church has at heart: 
that numerous men and women of our time be won over 
by fascination for Christ; may his Gospel shine once 
more as a light of hope for the poor, the sick, those who 
hunger for justice; may Christian communities be ever 
more lively, open and attractive; may our cities be hospi-
table and liveable for all; may humanity follow the paths 
of peace and brotherhood. 

It is up to you lay people to witness to the faith through 
your own specific virtues: fidelity and gentleness in the 
family, competence at work, tenacity in serving the com-
mon good, solidarity in social relations, creativity in do-
ing useful deeds for evangelization and human promo-
tion. It is also up to you, in close communion with the 
Pastors, to show that the Gospel is timely and that faith 
does not tear the believer from history but roots him in it 
more deeply. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis  
Today we begin a new cycle of catechesis: we have 

finished the catechesis on old age, now we begin a new 
cycle on the theme of discernment. Discernment is an 
important act that concerns everyone, because choices 
are an essential part of life. One chooses food, clothing, 
a course of study, a job, a relationship. In all of these, a 
life project is realised, and even our relationship with 
God is concretized. 

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of discernment with imag-
es taken from ordinary life; for example, he describes 
the fisher who selects the good fish and discards the 
bad ones; or the merchant who knows how to identify, 
among many pearls, the one of greatest value. Or he 
who, ploughing a field, comes across something that 
turns out to be a treasure (cf. Mt 13:44-48). 

In the light of these examples, discernment presents 
itself as an exercise of intelligence, of also of skill [It: 
‘perizia’] and also of will, to seize the opportune moment: 
these are the conditions for making a good choice. It 
takes intelligence, skill, and also will to make a good 
choice. And there is also a price required for discern-
ment to become effective. To perform his trade to the 
best of his ability, the fisher reckons with hard work, long 
nights spent at sea, and then discarding some of the 
catch, accepting a loss of profit for the sake of those for 
whom it is intended. The pearl merchant does not hesi-
tate to spend everything to buy that pearl; and so does 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (September)  
For the abolition of the death penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity 
of the human person, may be legally abolished in every 
country. 

the person who has stumbled upon a treasure. [These are] 
unexpected, unplanned situations, where it is crucial to rec-
ognise the importance and urgency of a decision to be 
made. 

Everyone has to make decisions; there is no one to make 
it for us. At a certain point, adults can freely ask for advice; 
we can reflect, but the decision is our own. We can’t say, ‘I 
lost this, because my husband decided, my wife decided, 
my brother decided.’ No. You have to decide, each of us 
has to decide, and for this reason it is important to know 
how to discern, to decide well it is necessary to know how 
to discern. 

The Gospel suggests another important aspect of dis-
cernment: it involves the emotions. The one who has found 
the treasure feels no difficulty in selling everything, so great 
is his joy (cf. Mt 13:44). The term used by the evangelist 
Matthew indicates a very special joy, which no human reali-
ty can give; and indeed it recurs in very few other passages 
of the Gospel, all of which refer to the encounter with God. 
It is the joy of the Magi when, after a long and arduous 
journey, they see the star again (cf. Mt 2:10); the joy, it is 
the joy of the women who return from the empty tomb after 
hearing the angel’s announcement of the resurrection (cf. 
Mt 28:8). It is the joy of those who have found the Lord. 
Making a good decision, a correct decision, always leads 
you to that final joy; perhaps along the way you have to 
suffer a bit of uncertainty, thinking, seeking, but in the end 
the right decision blesses you with joy. 

In the final judgement God will exercise discernment – 
the great discernment – with regard to us. The images of 
the farmer, the fisher, and the merchant are examples of 
what happens in the Kingdom of Heaven, a Kingdom that 
manifests itself in the ordinary actions of life, which require 
us to take a stand. This is why it is so important to be able 
to discern: great choices can arise from circumstances that 
at first sight seem secondary, but turn out to be decisive. 
For example, let us think of Andrew and John’s first en-
counter with Jesus, an encounter that stems from a simple 
question: ‘Rabbi, where do you live?’ — ‘Come and see,’ 
says Jesus (cf. Jn 1:38-39). A very brief exchange, but it is 
the beginning of a change that, step by step, will mark their 
whole life. Years later, the Evangelist will continue to re-
member that encounter that changed him forever, and he 
will even remember the time: ‘It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon’ (v. 39). It is the hour when time and the eter-
nal met in his life. And in a good decision, correct, there is 
an encounter between God’s will and our will; there is an 
encounter between the present path and the eternal. Mak-
ing the right decision, after a path of discernment, is to 
make this encounter: time with eternity. 

So: knowledge, experience, emotion, will: these are some 
of the indispensable elements of discernment. In the 
course of these catecheses we will see others, equally im-
portant. 

Discernment — as I’ve said — involves hard work. Ac-
cording to the Bible, we do not find set before us, pre-
packaged, the life we are to live. No! We have to decide it 
all the time, according to the reality that comes. God invites 
us to evaluate and choose: He created us free and wants 
us to exercise our freedom. Therefore, discerning is de-
manding. 

We have often had this experience: choosing something 
that seemed good to us and yet was not. Or knowing what 
our true good was and not choosing it. Human beings, un-

like animals, can be wrong, can be unwilling to choose 
correctly – freedom, no? And the Bible shows this from its 
very first pages. God gives man a precise instruction: if 
you want to live, if you want to enjoy life, remember that 
you are a creature, that you are not the criterion of good 
and evil, and that the choices you make will have a con-
sequence, for you, for others and for the world (cf. Gen 
2:16-17); you can make the earth a magnificent garden or 
you can make it a desert of death. A fundamental teach-
ing: it is no coincidence that this is the first dialogue be-
tween God and man. The dialogue is: the Lord gives the 
mission, you have to do this and that; and every person, 
the step he or she takes, must discern which decision to 
make. Discernment is that reflection of the mind, of the 
heart, that we have to do before making a decision. 

Discernment is demanding but indispensable for living. 
It requires that I know myself, that I know what is good for 
me here and now. Above all, it requires a filial relationship 
with God. God is Father and He does not leave us alone, 
He is always willing to advise us, to encourage us, to wel-
come us. But He never imposes His will. Why? Because 
He wants to be loved and not feared. And also, God 
wants children, not slaves: free children. And love can 
only be lived in freedom. To learn to live one must learn 
to love, and for this it is necessary to discern: what can I 
do now, faced with this alternative? Let it be a sign of 
greater love, of greater maturity in love. Let us ask the 
Holy Spirit to guide us! Let us invoke Him every day, es-
pecially when we have choices to make. 


