
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

There will be great joy in heaven over one sinner who repents. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 

anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at 249-8641. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

 

Wed Sept 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Wed Sept 21 St. Matthew, Apostle and 

     Evangelist 

Sun Sept 25 World Day of Migrants & 

     Refugees 

Thu Sept 29 Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, 
     Archangels 

Sun Oct 28 World Mission Sunday 

 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Exodus 32:7–11, 13–14 
Psalm 51:3–4, 12–13, 17, 19 

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12–17 
Gospel: Luke 15:1–32 or Luke 15:1–10 

LECTORS 

 September 11       September 18 

 Kathy Billo  Bob Gartner  
 Carolyn Garfield  Sandy Ogden       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Saturday, 
September 17th, at Our Lady of the Valley at 3 PM. 

• Mark your calendars for the Parish-wide Picnic to be 
held at the Lion’s Community Park in Fall River Mills 
on Sunday, September 18th. The event will start with 
a bilingual Mass at 11am. Following Mass, come join 
us for an afternoon of fun in the park with a potluck 
lunch, games, and music. Drinks and paper goods will 
be provided. Please bring a potluck dish to share and 
lawn chairs. Mass at Our Lady of the Valley will be 
celebrated on Saturday, September 17th at 4:30pm 
but this bilingual Mass will be the only Mass celebrat-
ed on Sunday.   

• This weekend, there will be a second collection—the 
Diocesan Collection for Priests Retirement. This is 
an opportunity for parishioners to thank our faithful 
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and dedicated priests for their long and loving service to 
the Diocese.  

• Please Support Options United, Helping Women in 
Need. In today’s world, Catholics are called to support 
unborn children and their mothers so that no woman 
feels she has no choice but abortion. Do you know 
someone facing an unexpected or difficult pregnancy, in 
need of prenatal care, or support with young children? 
Share the Options for Pregnancy helpline: 877-398-
7734, staffed by Options United trained call responders, 
or visit: www.optionsforpregnancy.com. The bishops in 
all twelve of our California dioceses have endorsed this 
pioneering service and are united in asking you to 
prayerfully consider making a monthly donation of any 
size at www.optionsunited.com/one. 

Gospel Reflection from Benedict XVI 
In today’s Gospel chapter 15 of St Luke Jesus recounts 

the three “parables of mercy”. When he speaks of “the 
shepherd who goes after the lost sheep, of the woman 
who looks for the lost coin, of the father who goes to meet 
and embrace his prodigal son, these are no mere words: 
they constitute an explanation of his very being and activ-
ity” (Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, n. 12). In fact, the shep-
herd who finds the stray sheep is the Lord himself who 
lays upon his shoulders, with the Cross, sinful humanity, 
in order to redeem it. The prodigal son, then, in the third 
parable, is a young man who having obtained his inher-
itance from his father “took his journey into a far country, 
and there, he squandered his property in loose living” (Lk 
15:13). Reduced to a penniless state he was obliged to 
work as a servant, even accepting to satisfy his hunger 
with food intended for animals. Then, the Gospel says, 
“He came to himself” (Lk 15:17). “The speech he pre-
pares for his homecoming reveals to us the full extent of 
the inner pilgrimage he is now making … leading “home’ 
… to himself and to the father”. (Benedict XVI Jesus of 
Nazareth, Doubleday, 2007, Chapter 7, p. 205). “I will 
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against Heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of 
your hired servants’ ” (Lk 15:18–19). St Augustine wrote: 
“The Word himself calls you to return, and with him is a 
place of unperturbed rest, where love is not forsaken un-
less it first forsakes. “While he was yet at a distance, his 
father saw him and had compassion, and ran and em-
braced him and kissed him” (Lk 15:20) and, full of joy, 
had a feast prepared. 

Dear Friends, how is it possible not to open our hearts 
to the certainty that in spite of being sinners we are loved 
by God? He never tires of coming to meet us, he is al-
ways the first to set out on the path that separates us 
from him. The Book of Exodus shows us how Moses, with 
confident and daring pleas, succeeded, so to speak, in 
moving God from the throne of judgement to the throne of 
mercy (cf. 32:7–11). Penitence is the measure of faith 
and through it one returns to the Truth. The Apostle Paul 
writes: “I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 
in unbelief” (1 Tm 1:13). Returning to the parable of the 

son who goes “home”, we note that when the elder 
brother appears, indignant at the festive welcome giv-
en to his brother, it is again the father who reaches 
out to him and begs him: “Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours” (Lk 15:31). Only the 
faith can transform selfishness into joy and renew 
true relationships with our neighbour and with God. “It 
was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 
found” (Lk 15:32). 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis  
One of the most instructive examples is offered to 

us by Saint Ignatius of Loyola, with a decisive epi-
sode in his life. Ignatius is at home convalescing, af-
ter injuring a leg in battle. To dispel the boredom, he 
asks for something to read. He loves tales of chivalry, 
but unfortunately only the lives of saints can be found 
at home. Somewhat reluctantly he adapts, but in the 
course of reading he begins to discover another 
world, a world that conquers him and seems to com-
pete with that of knights. He is fascinated by the fig-
ures of Saint Francis and Saint Dominic, and feels 
the desire to imitate them. But the world of chivalry 
also continues to exert its fascination on him. And so, 
within himself he feels within himself this alternation 
of thoughts – those of chivalry and those of the saints 
– which seem to equate to one another. 

Ignatius, however, also begins to perceive some 
differences. In his Autobiography - in the third person 
- he writes: “When he thought of worldly things” – and 
of chivalrous things, one understands – “it gave him 
great pleasure, but afterward he found himself dry 
and sad. But when he thought of journeying to Jeru-
salem, and of living only on herbs and practicing aus-
terities, he found pleasure not only while thinking of 
them, but also when he had ceased” (Chapter 8); 
they left him a trace of joy. 

In this experience we note two aspects, above all. 
The first is time: that is, the thoughts of the world are 
attractive at the beginning, but then they lose their 
lustre and leave emptiness and discontent; they 
leave you that way, empty. Thoughts of God, on the 
contrary, rouse first a certain resistance – “But I’m not 
going to read this boring ting about saints” – but 
when they are welcomed, they bring an unknown 
peace that lasts for a long time. 

Here, then, is the other aspect: the end point of 
thoughts. At first the situation does not seem so 
clear. There is a development of discernment: for ex-
ample, we understand what is good for us not in an 
abstract, general way, but in the journey of our life. In 
the rules for discernment, the fruit of this fundamental 
experience, Ignatius lays down an important premise, 
which helps to understand this process: “In the per-
sons who go from mortal sin to mortal sin, the enemy 
is commonly used to propose to them apparent 
pleasures” – to reassure them that everything is fine 
– “making them imagine sensual delights and pleas-
ures in order to hold them more and make them grow 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (September)  
For the abolition of the death penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity 
of the human person, may be legally abolished in every 
country. 

in their vices and sins. In these persons the good spirit 
uses the opposite method, pricking them and biting their 
consciences through the process of reason” (Spiritual 
Exercises, 314). But this will not do. 

There is a history that precedes one who discerns, a 
history that it is indispensable to know, because dis-
cernment is not a sort of oracle or fatalism, or some-
thing from a laboratory, like casting one’s lot on two 
possibilities. The great questions arise when we have 
already travelled a stretch of the road in life, and it is to 
that journey we must return to understand what we are 
looking for. If in life we make a little progress, then: “But 
why am I walking in this direction, what am I looking 
for?”, and that is where discernment takes place. Ignati-
us, when he found himself wounded in his father’s 
house, was not thinking of God at all, or of how to re-
form his own life, no. He had his first experience of God 
by listening to his own heart, which presented him with 
a curious reversal: things that were attractive at first 
sight left him disillusioned, whereas in others, less daz-
zling, he found lasting peace. We too have this experi-
ence; very often we begin to think about something, and 
we stay there, and then we end up disappointed. In-
stead, if we carry out a work of charity, do something 
good and feel something of happiness, a good thought 
comes to us, and happiness comes to us, something of 
joy, and it is an experience that is entirely our own. He, 
Ignatius, had his first experience of God by listening to 
his own heart, that showed him a curious reversal. This 
is what we must learn: to listen to our own heart, to 
know what is happening, what decision to make, to 
make a judgement on a situation, one must listen to 
one’s own heart. We listen to the television, the radio, 
the mobile phone; we are experts at listening, but I ask 
you: do you know how to listen to your heart? Do you 
stop to ask: “But how is my heart? Is it satisfied, is it 
sad, is it searching for something?”. To make good de-
cisions, you need to listen to your heart. 

This is why Ignatius will go on to suggest reading the 
lives of the saints, because they show the style of God 
in the life of people not very different to us, because the 
saints were made of flesh and blood like us, in a narra-
tive, comprehensible way. Their actions speak to ours, 
and they help us to understand their meaning. 

In that famous episode of the two feelings that Ignati-
us had, one when he read about knights and the other 
when he read about the life of the saints, we can recog-
nize another important aspect of discernment, which we 
already mentioned last time. There is an apparent ran-
domness in the events of life: everything seems to arise 
from a banal mishap – there were no books about 
knights, only lives of saints. A mishap that nonetheless 
holds a possible turning point. Only after some time will 
Ignatius realize this, at which point he will devote all his 
attention to it. Listen carefully: God works through un-
plannable events that happen by chance, but by chance 
this happened to me, and by chance I met this person, 
by chance I saw this film. It was not planned but God 
works through unplannable events, and also through 
mishaps: “But I was supposed to go for a walk and I had 
a problem with my foot, I can’t…”. Mishap: what is God 

saying to you? What is life telling you there? We have 
also seen this in a passage from the Gospel of Mat-
thew: a man ploughing a field accidentally comes 
across buried treasure. A totally unexpected situation. 
But what is important is that he recognizes it as the 
lucky break of his life and decides accordingly: he sells 
everything and buys that field (cf. 13:44). I will give 
you a piece of advice: beware of the unexpected. He 
who says to you: “But I wasn’t expecting this”. Is it life 
speaking to you, is it the Lord speaking to you, or is it 
the devil? Someone. But there is something to discern, 
how I react when faced with the unexpected. But I was 
quiet at home and “Boom!” – my mother-in-law arrives; 
and how do you react to your mother-in-law? Is it love 
or something else inside? And you must discern. I was 
working well in the office, and a companion comes 
along to tell me he needs money: how do you react? 
See what happens when we experience things we 
were not expecting, and there we can learn to know 
out heart as it moves. 

Discernment is the aid in recognizing the signals with 
which the Lord makes himself known in unexpected, 
even unpleasant situations, as the leg wound was for 
Ignatius. A life-changing encounter can arise from 
them, forever, as in the case of Ignatius. Something 
can arise that that makes you better along the way, or 
worse, I don’t know, but be careful; the most beautiful 
thread is given to us by the unexpected: “How do I act 
in view of this?” May the Lord help us to hear our 
hearts and see when it is He who acts and when it is 
not, and it is something else. 


