
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

If you have faith! 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, A  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sat-Sun Oct 15-16 World Mission Sunday 

Sat-Sun Oct 29-30 CCD Collection 

Tue Nov 1 All Saints Day 

Wed Nov 2 All Souls Day 

Sun Nov 6 Daylight Savings Time ends 

Sun Nov 13 World Day of the Poor 

Sun Nov 20 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
     Universe 

Thu Nov 24 Thanksgiving 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:2–3, 2:2–4 
Psalm 95:1–2, 6–9 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14 
Gospel: Luke 17:5–10 

LECTORS 

 October 2  October 9 

 Karen Churney  Kathy Billo  
 Tom Weber  Jim Billo       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The retreat that was originally under considera-
tion for October 22nd has been postponed to a 
later date still to be determined.   

• We have 58 students registered for CCD and 8 clas-
ses. We are very grateful to our volunteer teachers 
giving their time to share their faith with our children; 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

9/25/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 
 St. Francis 8,990 11,700 -2,710 -23.2% 

 OLV-English 5,911 5,325 586 11.0% 
 OLV-Spanish 5,419 5,000 419 8.4% 

 St. Stephen's 5,228 6,300 -1,072 -17.0% 
 WeShare 3,564 3,046 518 17.0% 

 Picnic 938 0 938  

 Other 20 0 20  

 Total Collections 30,070 31,371 -1,301 -4.1% 
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however, in accordance with diocesan rules, two adults 
are to be present in each classroom. Therefore, in addi-
tion to the teacher, we need another adult in each 
classroom to comply with the rules. If you are able to 
volunteer (even if on a rotational basis), please contact 
your child’s CCD teacher as soon as possible to see if 
you are needed. 

• Father will be on vacation from October 2nd to Oc-
tober 19th. Father Pol Catada will be celebrating Mass 
in his absence. October 1st Masses will be at Our Lady 
of the Valley at 4:30pm (English) and at 6:30pm 
(Spanish). October 2nd Mass in Burney will be at 8am. 
No Mass at Our Lady of the Valley or in Bieber on Sun-
day, October 2nd. 

• The 4:30 Mass next Saturday, October 8th, is moved 
to 3 PM on Sunday, October 9th at Our Lady of the 
Valley. 

• The next PPC meeting will be on November 19th at 
3pm at Our Lady of the Valley. No meeting in October 
due to Father Meza’s vacation. 

• Offertory collections are $1,301 under budget 
through 13 weeks of our fiscal year. 

Gospel Reflection from St. John Paul II (1995) 
In today’s Gospel reading, the Apostles ask Jesus: 

“Increase our faith” (Lk. 17:5). This must be our constant 
prayer. Faith is always demanding, because faith leads 
us beyond ourselves. It leads us directly to God. Faith 
also imparts a vision of life’s purpose and stimulates us to 
action. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not a private opinion, a 
remote spiritual ideal, or a mere program for personal 
growth. The Gospel is the power which can transform the 
world! The Gospel is no abstraction: it is the living person 
of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, the reflection of the Fa-
ther’s glory (Cf. Hebr. 1:2), the Incarnate Son who reveals 
the deepest meaning of our humanity and the noble desti-
ny to which the whole human family is called (Cf. Gaudi-
um et Spes, 22). Christ has commanded us to let the light 
of the Gospel shine forth in our service to society. How 
can we profess faith in God’s word, and then refuse to let 
it inspire and direct our thinking, our activity, our deci-
sions, and our responsibilities towards one another? 

Today though, some Catholics are tempted to discour-
agement or disillusionment, like the Prophet Habakkuk in 
the First Reading. They are tempted to cry out to the Lord 
in a different way: why does God not intervene when vio-
lence threatens his people; why does God let us see ruin 
and misery; why does God permit evil? Like the Prophet 
Habakkuk, and like the thirsty Israelites in the desert at 
Meribah and Massah, our trust can falter; we can lose 
patience with God. In the drama of history, we can find 
our dependence upon God burdensome rather than liber-
ating. We too can “harden our hearts”. 

And yet the Prophet gives us an answer to our impa-
tience: “If God delays, wait for him; he will surely come, 
he will not be late” (Cf. Hb. 2:3). A Polish proverb ex-
presses the same conviction in another way: “God takes 

his time, but he is just”. Our waiting for God is never 
in vain. Every moment is our opportunity to model 
ourselves on Jesus Christ—to allow the power of the 
Gospel to transform our personal lives and our ser-
vice to others, according to the spirit of the Beati-
tudes. “Bear your share of the hardship which the 
Gospel entails”: writes Paul to Timothy in today’s 
Second Reading (2 Tm. 1:8). This is no idle exhorta-
tion to endurance. No, it is an invitation to enter more 
deeply into the Christian vocation which belongs to 
us all by Baptism. There is no evil to be faced that 
Christ does not face with us. There is no enemy that 
Christ has not already conquered. There is no cross 
to bear that Christ has not already borne for us, and 
does not now bear with us. And on the far side of 
every cross we find the newness of life in the Holy 
Spirit, that new life which will reach its fulfillment in 
the resurrection. This is our faith. This is our witness 
before the world. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
We resume our catecheses on the theme of dis-

cernment — because the theme of discernment is 
very important in order to know what is going on with-
in us, to know about our feelings and ideas, we have 
to discern where they come from, where they lead 
me, to what decisions — and today we focus on the 
first of its constituent elements, which is prayer. To 
discern we need to be in an environment, in a state of 
prayer. 

Prayer is an indispensable aid for spiritual discern-
ment, especially when it involves the affective dimen-
sion, enabling us to address God with simplicity and 
familiarity, as one would speak to a friend. It is know-
ing how to go beyond thoughts, to enter into intimacy 
with the Lord, with an affectionate spontaneity. The 
secret of the lives of the saints is familiarity and confi-
dence with God, which grows in them and makes it 
ever easier to recognize what is pleasing to Him. 
True prayer is familiarity with and confidence in God. 
It is not reciting prayers like a parrot, blah, blah, blah, 
no. True prayer is this spontaneity and affection for 
the Lord. This familiarity overcomes fear or doubt that 
His will is not for our good, a temptation that some-
times runs through our thoughts and makes our heart 
restless and uncertain, or even bitter. 

Discernment does not claim absolute certainty, it is 
not a chemically pure method, it does not claim abso-
lute certainty, because it is about life, and life is not 
always logical, it has many aspects that cannot be 
enclosed in one category of thought. We would like to 
know precisely what should be done, yet even when 
it happens, we do not always act accordingly. How 
many times have we, too, had the experience de-
scribed by the apostle Paul, who says: “For I do not 
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want” (Rom. 
7:19). We are not just reason, we are not machines, it 
is not enough to be given instructions to carry them 
out: the obstacles, like the supports, to deciding for 
the Lord are primarily affective, from the heart. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (October)  
For a Church open to everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous 
in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a community 
of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality. 

It is significant that the first miracle performed by Je-
sus in Mark's Gospel is an exorcism (cf. 1:21-28). In the 
synagogue at Capernaum He delivers a man from the 
devil, freeing him from the false image of God that Sa-
tan has been suggesting since the beginning: that of a 
God who does not want our happiness. The possessed 
man in that passage of the Gospel knows that Jesus is 
God, but this does not lead him to believe in Him. In 
fact, he says, "You have come to ruin us" (v. within us is 
not easy, for appearances are deceptive, but familiarity with 
God can melt doubts and fears in a gentle w24). 

Many people, even Christians, think the same thing: 
that is, that Jesus may well be the Son of God, but they 
doubt that He wants our happiness; indeed, some fear 
that taking his proposal seriously, that which Jesus pro-
poses to us, means ruining our lives, mortifying our de-
sires, our strongest aspirations. These thoughts some-
times creep up inside us: that God asks too much of us, 
we fear that God asks too much of us, that He doesn't 
really love us. Instead, in our first encounter we saw 
that the sign of meeting the Lord is joy. When I encoun-
ter the Lord in prayer, I become joyful. Each one of us 
becomes joyful, a beautiful thing. Sadness, or fear, on 
the other hand, are signs of distance from God: “If you 
would enter life, keep the commandments,” Jesus says 
to the rich young man (Mt 19:17). Unfortunately for that 
young man, some obstacles did not allow him to imple-
ment the desire in his heart to follow the "good teacher" 
more closely. He was an interested, enterprising young 
man, he had taken the initiative to meet Jesus, but he 
was also very divided in his affections, for him riches 
were too important. Jesus does not force him to make 
up his mind, but the text notes that the young man turns 
away from Jesus “sad” (v. 22). Those who turn away 
from the Lord are never happy, even though they have 
an abundance of possessions and possibilities at their 
disposal. Jesus never forces you to follow Him, never. 
Jesus lets you know His will, with all His heart He lets 
you know things, but He leaves you free. And this is the 
most beautiful thing about prayer with Jesus: the free-
dom that He allows you. On the other hand, when we 
distance ourselves from the Lord, we are left with some-
thing sad, something ugly in our heart. 

 Discerning what is happening ay, making our lives 
increasingly receptive to His “gentle light,” according to 
the beautiful expression of Saint John Henry Newman. 
The saints shine with reflected light and show in the 
simple gestures of their day the loving presence of God, 
who makes the impossible possible. It is said that two 
spouses who have lived together for so long loving each 
other end up resembling each other. Something similar 
can be said about affective prayer: in a gradual but ef-
fective way it makes us more and more able to recog-
nize what counts through connaturality, as something 
that springs from the depths of our being. To be in pray-
er does not mean saying words, words, no: being in 
prayer means opening my heart to Jesus, drawing close 
to Jesus, allowing Jesus to enter into my heart and 
making us feel His presence. And there we can discern 
when it is Jesus and when it is us with our thoughts, 
that so many times are far from what Jesus wants. 

 Let us ask for this grace: to live a relationship of 
friendship with the Lord, as a friend speaks to a friend 
(cf. St. Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual Exercises, 53). I 
knew an old religious brother who was the doorman of 
a boarding school, and every time he could he would 
approach the chapel, look at the altar, and say, 
“Hello,” because he was close to Jesus. He didn't 
need to say blah blah blah, no: “Hello, I am close to 
you and you are close to me.” This is the relationship 
we must have in prayer: closeness, affective close-
ness, as brothers and sisters, closeness with Jesus. A 
smile, a simple gesture, and not reciting words that do 
not reach the heart. As I said, talk to Jesus as a friend 
talks to another friend. It is a grace we must ask for 
one another: to see Jesus as our friend, as our great-
est friend, our faithful friend, who does not blackmail, 
above all who never abandons us, even when we turn 
away from Him. He remains at the door of our heart. 
“No, with you I don’t want to know anything,” we say. 
And He remains silent, He remains close at hand, at 
heart’s reach because He is always faithful. Let us go 
forward with this prayer, we could say the prayer of 
“Ciao,” the prayer of greeting the Lord with our heart, 
the prayer of affection, the prayer of closeness, with 
few words but with acts and good works. Thank you. 

 
    
 


