
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

God will secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to Him. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 335-2372 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530)250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 335-2372 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sat-Sun Oct 15-16 World Mission Sunday 

Sat-Sun Oct 29-30 CCD Collection 

Tue Nov 1 All Saints Day 

Wed Nov 2 All Souls Day 

Sun Nov 6 Daylight Savings Time ends 

Sun Nov 13 World Day of the Poor 

Sun Nov 20 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
     Universe 

Thu Nov 24 Thanksgiving 

For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Exodus 17:8–13 
Psalm 121:1–8 

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14–4:2 
Gospel: Luke 18:1–8 

LECTORS 

 October 16  October 23 

 Tom Weber  Sandy Ogden 
 Kathy Billo  Carolyn Garfield       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• THIS WEEKEND we will celebrate World Mission 
Sunday. Pope Francis invites the entire Church to 
support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific 
Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, 
where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the 
world’s most vulnerable communities. Please keep 
the Pope’s missions in your prayers and be generous 
in this week’s collection for the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Faith. 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

10/9/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 
 St. Francis 9,794 13,500 -3,706 -27.5% 
 OLV-English 6,483 6,144 339 5.5% 
 OLV-Spanish 6,107 5,769 338 5.9% 
 St. Stephen's 5,602 7,269 -1,667 -22.9% 

 WeShare 3,564 3,046 518 17.0% 
 Picnic 838 0 838  

 Other 20 0 20  

 Total Collections 32,408 35,729 -3,321 -9.3% 
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• A Funeral Mass for Eva Rebay, a longtime parishion-
er, will be celebrated on Saturday, October 22nd at 
10AM, at Our Lady of the Valley with burial following at 
the Pine Grove cemetery in McArthur. 

• The next PPC meeting will be on November 19th at 
3pm at Our Lady of the Valley. No meeting in October 
due to Father Meza’s vacation. 

• National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrat-
ed in our country November 6-12, 2022. Please ask 
Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons, and 
consecrated men and women. May they be inspired by 
Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, and 
respond generously to God's gift of vocation.  

• Offertory Collections are $3,321 (9.3%) under budget 
through 15 weeks of the fiscal year.  

• Have you ever considered working for the Diocese 
of Sacramento? The Diocese of Sacramento is a place 
where you are able to grow your faith while serving the 
ministry and mission of the Bishop of Sacramento. As 
Catholics, we believe that all persons are called by God 
to contribute to the sanctification and transformation of 
the world, by fulfilling their own particular duties in the 
spirit of the Gospel and Christian discipleship.   Listed 
below are openings that are currently seeking to be 
filled by our practicing Catholics:    
Payroll Specialist  
Auditor (Bilingual), Tribunal  
Administrative Assistant, Office of the Bishop  
IT Network Administrator  
Program Coordinator- Sacramento Newman Catholic 
Center    

To apply for a position, please email a short cover let-
ter, resume, and application to personnel@scd.org  Po-
sitions are open until filled.  For more information and 
complete job descriptions, visit www.scd.org/
employment.   

Gospel Reflection from St. John Paul II 
“When the Son of man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?” (Lk 18:8). 
Throughout the 2,000 years of the Christian era, this 

question which Christ once asked his disciples has often 
challenged the men whom divine Providence has called to 
take up the Petrine ministry. I am thinking at the moment of 
all my Predecessors, recent and remote. I am thinking es-
pecially of myself and of what happened on 16 October 
1978. At today’s celebration, I give thanks to the Lord with 
you for these 20 years of Pontificate. 

I remember that 26 August 1978, when the words ad-
dressed to my immediate Predecessor by the first Cardinal 
in the order of precedence and Camerlengo of the Holy Ro-
man Church rang out in the Sistine Chapel: “Do you accept 
your canonical election as Supreme Pontiff?”. “I accept”, 
Cardinal Albino Luciani replied. “By what name do you wish 
to be called?”, Cardinal Villot continued. “John Paul” was 
the answer. 

At the time who would have thought that a few weeks later 
this same question would be addressed to me as his suc-
cessor? To the first question: “Do you accept”, I replied: “In 

the obedience of faith before Christ my Lord, abandon-
ing myself to the Mother of Christ and the Church, and 
conscious of the great difficulties, I accept”. And to the 
next question: “By what name do you wish to be 
called”, I too said: “John Paul”. 

After the Resurrection, Christ asked Peter three 
times: “Do you love me?” (cf. Jn 21:15–17). The Apos-
tle, aware of his own weakness, answered: “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you”, and re-
ceived from him the mandate: “Feed my sheep” (Jn 
21:17). The Lord entrusted this mission to Peter and, 
through him, to all his successors. He addressed these 
same words to the one who is speaking to you today, 
when he was entrusted with the task of strengthening 
the faith of his brethren. 

How many times my thoughts have returned to Jesus’ 
words, which Luke has recorded for us in his Gospel. 
Shortly before facing his Passion, Jesus said to Peter: 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, 
that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 
you that your faith may not fail; and you, when you 
have turned again, strengthen your brethren” (Lk 22:31
–33). “Strengthening his brethren in the faith” is thus 
one of the essential aspects of the pastoral service en-
trusted to Peter and his successors. In today’s liturgy 
Jesus asks the question: “When the Son of man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?”. This is a question 
that challenges everyone, but in particular the succes-
sors of Peter. 

“When he comes, will he find...?”. His coming draws 
closer with the passing of each year. In celebrating the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we always say after the 
consecration: “We proclaim your death, O Lord, we pro-
claim your resurrection; we await your return in glory”. 

When he comes, will he find faith on earth? 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
In these catecheses on discernment we are reviewing 

the elements of discernment. After prayer, one ele-
ment, and self-knowledge, another element, that is, 
praying and knowing oneself, today I would like to talk 
about another indispensable, so to speak, “ingredient”: 
today I would like to talk about desire. In fact, discern-
ment is a form of searching, and searching always 
stems from something we lack but somehow know, that 
we intuit. 

What kind of knowledge is this? Spiritual teachers 
refer to it by the term “desire”, which, at root, is a nos-
talgia for fullness that never finds full fulfilment, and is 
the sign of God’s presence in us. Desire is not the crav-
ing of the moment, no. The Italian word, desiderio, 
comes from a very beautiful Latin term, this is curious: 
de-sidus, literally “the lack of the star”. Desire is the 
lack of a lodestar, the lack of the reference point that 
orients the path of life; it evokes a suffering, a lack, and 
at the same time a tension to reach the good that we 
miss. Desire, then, is the compass to understand where 
I am and where I am going, or rather it is the compass 
to understand if I am still or if I am moving; a person 
who never desires is a person who is static, perhaps ill, 
almost dead. It is the compass to know if I am moving 
or if I am standing still. And how is it possible to recog-
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey, Christina Mora, 

Glenda Pearson & Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham, Vernon Ferreira,  

Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, Liz Paul,  
Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle, Carol Mitchell,  

Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (October)  
For a Church open to everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous 
in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a community 
of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality. 

nize it? 
Let us think, a sincere desire knows how to touch deeply 

the chords of our being, which is why it is not extinguished 
in the face of difficulties or setbacks. It is like when we are 
thirsty: if we do not find something to drink, we do not give 
up; on the contrary, the yearning increasingly occupies 
our thoughts and actions, until we become willing to make 
any sacrifice in order to quench it, almost obsessed. Ob-
stacles and failures do not stifle the desire, no; on the 
contrary, they make it even more alive in us. 

Unlike a momentary craving or emotion, desire lasts 
through time, even a long time, and tends to materialize. 
If, for example, a young person wishes to become a doc-
tor, he or she will have to embark on a course of study 
and work that will occupy several years of his or her life, 
and consequently will have to set limits, say “no”, to say 
“no”, first of all to other courses of study, but also to possi-
ble diversions and distractions, especially during the most 
intense periods of study. However, the desire to give life a 
direction and to reach that goal – to become a doctor was 
the example – enables him or her to overcome these diffi-
culties. Desire makes you strong, it makes you coura-
geous, it makes you keep going forward, because you 
want to arrive at that: “I desire that”. 

In effect, a value becomes beautiful and more easily 
achievable when it is attractive. As some have said, “more 
important than being good is having the desire to become 
good”. Being good is something attractive, we all want to 
be good, but do we have the wish to become good? 

It is striking that Jesus, before performing a miracle, of-
ten questions the person about their desire: “Do you want 
to be healed?”. And at times this question seems out of 
place, it is clear the person is sick! For example, when he 
meets the paralytic in the pool of Bethesda, who had been 
there for many years and never managed to seize the 
right moment for getting into the water, Jesus asks him: 
“Do you want to be well?” (Jn 5:6). But how come? In real-
ity, the paralytic’s answer reveals a series of strange re-
sistances to healing, which do not relate only to him. Je-
sus’ question was an invitation to bring clarity to his heart, 
to welcome a possible leap forward: to no longer thing of 
himself and his own life “as a paralytic”, transported by 
others. But the man on the bed does not seem to be so 
convinced of this. By engaging in dialogue with the Lord, 
we learn to understand what we truly want from life. This 
paralytic is the typical example of those who say “Yes, 
yes, I want, I want, I want”, but then “I don’t want, I don’t 
want, I don’t want, I won’t do anything”. Wanting to do 
something becomes like an illusion and one does not take 
the step to do it. Those people who want and don’t want. 
This is bad, and that sick man, there for thirty-eight years, 
but always grumbling; “No, you know, Lord, but you know 
when the waters move – that is the moment of the miracle 
– you know, someone stronger than me comes along, 
they enter, and I get there too late”, and he complains and 
laments. But beware, because complaints are a poison, a 
poison to the soul, a poison to life, because they prevent 
the desire to go on from growing. Beware of complaints. 
When we complain in the family, married couples com-
plain, one complains about the other, children about their 
father, priests about the bishop, or bishops about many 
other things… No, if you find yourself grumbling, beware, 
it is almost a sin, because stops desire from growing. 

Often it is indeed desire that makes the difference be-
tween a successful, coherent and lasting project, and 
the thousands of wishes and good intentions with which, 
as they say, “hell is paved with”: “Yes, I would like, I 
would like, I would like…”, but you do nothing. The era in 
which we live seems to promote the maximum freedom 
of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire, you 
want to be satisfied continually, which is mostly reduced 
to the desire of the moment. And we must be careful not 
to atrophy desire. We are bombarded by a thousand 
proposals, projects, possibilities, which risk distracting 
us and not permitting us to calmly evaluate what we re-
ally want. Many times, many times, we find people, think 
about young people for example, with their telephone in 
their hand, looking at it… “But do you stop to think?” – 
“No”. Always turned outwards, towards the other. Desire 
cannot grow in this way, you live in the moment, satiated 
in the moment, and desire does not grow. 

Many people suffer because they do not know what 
they want from their lives, many of them; they have 
probably never got in touch with their deepest desire, 
they have never known: “What do you want from your 
life?” – “I don’t know”. Hence the risk of passing one’s 
existence between attempts and expedients of various 
kinds, never getting anywhere, and wasting precious 
opportunities. And so certain changes, though desired in 
theory, when the opportunity arises are never imple-
mented, the strong desire to pursue something is lack-
ing. 

If the Lord were to ask us, today, for example, any one 
of us, the question he asked the blind man in Jericho: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” (Mk 10:51) – let 
us think that the Lord today asks each one of us this: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” – how would we 
answer? Perhaps we could finally ask him to help us 
know our deepest desire, that God himself has placed in 
our heart: “Lord, may I know my desires, may I be a 
woman, a man of great desires”; perhaps the Lord will 
give us the strength to make it come true. It is an im-
mense grace, the basis of all the others: to allow the 
Lord, as in the Gospel, to work miracles for us: “Give us 
desire and make it grow, Lord”. 

Because he too has a great desire for us: to make us 
share in his fullness of life. Thank you. 


