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Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

By your perseverance you will secure your lives 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 330-5077 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 330-5077 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 249-8641 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sun Nov 13 World Day of the Poor 

Sat-Sun Nov 19-20 Second Collection for Catholic 
   Campaign for Human De- 
   veloment 

Sun Nov 20 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
     Universe 

Thu Nov 24 Thanksgiving 

Sun Nov 27 First Sunday of Advent 

Thu Dec 8 Immaculate Conception of the 
     Blessed Virgin Mary  

Sat-Sun Dec 10-11 Second Collection for Retirement 
   Fund for the Religious 

 
For more information see our website at 

www.stfrancisburney.org  

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Malachi 3:19–20a 
Psalm 98:5–9 

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12 
Gospel: Luke 21:5–19 

LECTORS 

 November 13  November 20 

 Carolyn Garfield  Sandy Ogden 
 Jim Billo  Tom Weber       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The parish telephone number has changed.  The new 
number in (530) 330-5077. 

• The next Pastoral Council meeting will be on Novem-
ber 19th at 3pm at Our Lady of the Valley. 

• Would You Like To Be A Altar Server?  Come to the 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

11/6/2022 
 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 12,274 17,100 -4,826 -28.2% 
 OLV-English 8,114 7,783 331 4.3% 
 OLV-Spanish 7,960 7,308 652 8.9% 

 St. Stephen's 7,622 9,208 -1,586 -17.2% 

 WeShare 4,173 4,154 19 0.5% 

 Picnic 838 0 838   

 Other 20 0 20   

 Total Collections 41,001 45,553 -4,552 -10.0% 
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meeting at Our Lady of the Valley, Tuesday, November 
22nd at 6:00PM. Call Fr. Meza for information (916) 276-
7520. 

• Offertory Collections are $4,552 (10%) under budget 
through 19 weeks of the fiscal year.  

Gospel Reflection from Benedict XVI 
In today’s Gospel passage, St Luke reproposes the Bibli-

cal view of history for our reflection and refers to Jesus’ 
words that invite the disciples not to fear, but to face difficul-
ties, misunderstandings and even persecutions with trust, 
persevering through faith in him. The Lord says: “When you 
hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified; for this must 
first take place, but the end will not be at once” (Lk 21:9). 
Keeping this admonition in mind, from the beginning the 
Church lives in prayerful waiting for her Lord, scrutinizing the 
signs of the times and putting the faithful on guard against 
recurring messiahs, who from time to time announce the 
world’s end as imminent. In reality, history must run its 
course, which brings with it also human dramas and natural 
calamities. In it a design of salvation is developed that Christ 
has already brought to fulfilment in his Incarnation, death 
and Resurrection. The Church continues to proclaim this 
mystery and to announce and accomplish it with her preach-
ing, celebration of the sacraments and witness of charity. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us welcome Christ’s invita-
tion to face daily events by trusting in his providential love. 
Let us not fear the future, even when it can appear with 
bleak colours, because the God of Jesus Christ, who en-
tered history to open it to its transcendent fulfilment, is the 
alpha and the omega, the first and the last (cf. Rv 1:8). He 
guarantees that in every little but genuine act of love there is 
the entire sense of the universe, and that the one who does 
not hesitate to lose his own life for him finds it again in full-
ness (cf. Mt 16:25). 

With remarkable effectiveness, consecrated persons, who 
have placed their lives completely at the service of the King-
dom of God, invite us to keep this perspective alive. Among 
these I would like to particularly recall those called to con-
templation in cloistered monasteries. The Church dedicates 
a special day to them this Wednesday, 21 November, Me-
morial of the Presentation in the Temple of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. We owe much to these people who live on what 
Providence provides them through the generosity of the 
faithful. “As a spiritual oasis, a monastery reminds today’s 
world of the most important, and indeed, in the end, the only 
decisive thing: that there is an ultimate reason why life is 
worth living: God and his unfathomable love” (Pope Bene-
dict XVI, Heiligenkreuz, Austria, 9 September 2007). Faith, 
which is active in charity, is the true antidote against a nihil-
istic mentality that is spreading its influence in the world 
even more in our time. 

May Mary, Mother of the Incarnate Word, accompany us 
on our earthly pilgrimage. We ask her to sustain the witness 
of all Christians, so that it is always based on a solid and 
persevering faith. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
Three days ago, I returned from my trip to the Kingdom of 

Bahrain which I truly knew nothing about. I did know really 
know what that kingdom is like. I would like to thank every-
one who accompanied this visit through the support of their 
prayers, and to renew my gratitude to His Majesty the King, 

the other Authorities, the local Church and the people, 
for their warm welcome. And I would also like to thank 
those who organize these journeys. To do this there is a 
movement of people, the Secretary of State works a lot 
to prepare the discourses, to prepare the logistics, eve-
rything, there is a lot of movement…then the transla-
tors…and then, the corps of the Gendarmeria, the corps 
of the Swiss Guards who are wonderful…. Everything. It 
is a tremendous amount of work! To everyone, to all of 
you, I would like to thank you publicly for all that you did 
so that the Pope’s journey would go well. Thank you. 

It comes spontaneous to ask why the Pope wanted to 
visit this small country with such a large Islamic majori-
ty? There are so many Christian countries – why not go 
first to one or two of them? I would like to respond 
through three words: dialogue, encounter and journey. 

Dialogue: the opportunity for the long-desired Journey 
was afforded by the invitation of the King to a Forum on 
dialogue between the East and the West, a dialogue 
that seeks to discover the richness that other peoples, 
traditions and beliefs possess. Bahrain, an archipelago 
formed by many islands, helps us understand that it is 
not necessary to live by isolating ourselves, but by com-
ing closer. In Bahrain, which is made up of islands, they 
came close, didn’t they, they brush up against each oth-
er. The cause of peace necessitates this, and dialogue 
is “the oxygen of peace”. Don’t forget this. Dialogue is 
“the oxygen of peace”. Even for peace in our homes, 
right? If there is war there between husband and wife, 
with dialogue they can move ahead in peace. In the 
family, dialogue, for peace is preserved through dia-
logue. 

Almost sixty years ago, the Second Vatican Council, 
speaking about building an edifice of peace, stated that 
“it certainly demands that [men and women] extend 
their thoughts and their spirit beyond the confines of 
their own nation, that they put aside national selfishness 
and ambition to dominate other nations, and that they 
nourish a profound reverence for the whole of humanity, 
which is already making its way so laboriously toward 
greater unity” (Gaudium et spes, 82). This is what the 
Council says. I sensed this need in Bahrain and I hoped 
that religious and civil leaders throughout the world 
might be able to look beyond their own borders, their 
own communities, to care for the whole. This is the only 
way to confront certain universal issues, for example, 
that God is being forgotten, the tragedy of hunger, the 
care of creation, peace. These things can be thought of 
all together. In this sense, the Forum for dialogue enti-
tled: “East and West for Human Coexistence” – this was 
the title, “East and West for Human Coexistence” – en-
couraged the choice of the path of encounter and the 
rejection of confrontation. How much we need this! 
There is such a need to encounter each other. I have in 
mind the insanity of war – insane – of which battered 
Ukraine is a victim, and of many other conflicts, that will 
never be resolved through the infantile logic of artillery, 
but only with the gentle power of dialogue. But in addi-
tion to Ukraine, which is being tormented, this land. But 
let’s think of the wars that last for years, and let’s think 
of Syria – more than 10 years! -- let’s think, for example, 
of Syria, let’s think of the children in Yemen, let’s think 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Ray Wanat, Irma Welty, Melba Facey,  

Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & Barbara, 
 Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Rick Phay, Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham,  

Vernon Ferreira, Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, 
Liz Paul, Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle,  
Carol Mitchell, Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (November)  
For children who suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially 
those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of 
war; may they be guaranteed access to education 
and the opportunity to experience family affection. 

of Myanmar: all over the place! Right now, Ukraine is clos-
er. And what does war do? It destroys, it destroys humani-
ty, destroys everything. Conflicts are not to be resolved 
through war. 

But there can be no dialogue without the second word – 
encounter. The first word – dialogue. The second word – 
encounter. We met each other in Bahrain. Several times, I 
heard the desire emerge that encounters between Chris-
tians and Muslims increase, that they form stronger rela-
tionships, that this be taken more to heart. As is customary 
in the Orient, in Bahrain, people place their hand on their 
heart when they greet someone. I did this too, to make 
room inside me for the person I was meeting. For without 
this welcome, dialogue remains empty, seeming, it re-
mains on the level of an idea rather than reality. Among 
the many meetings, I recall the one with my dear Brother, 
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar – my dear brother – and the 
one with the young people at Sacred Heart School, stu-
dents who gave us a huge example: Christians and Mus-
lims studying together. Young people, boys and girls, chil-
dren need to get to know each other so that fraternal en-
counter might prevent ideological divisions. And now I 
would like to thank Sacred Heart School; I thank Sister 
Rosalyn who has developed this school so well, and the 
children who participated with their discourses, through 
prayer, dance, song – I remember it all well! Thank you so 
much! But even the elderly offered a witness of fraternal 
wisdom. I recall the meeting with the Muslim Council of 
Elders, an international organization formed a few years 
ago that promotes good relationships between Islamic 
communities under the banner of respect, moderation and 
peace, opposing fundamentalism and violence. 

Thus we move toward the third word: journey. The jour-
ney to Bahrain should not be seen as an isolated episode. 
It was part of a process initiated by Saint John Paul II 
when he traveled to Morocco. So, the first visit of a Pope 
in Bahrain represents a new step on the journey between 
Christian and Muslim believers – not to confuse things or 
water down the faith, no. Dialogue does not water down, 
but creates fraternal alliances in the name of our Father 
Abraham, who was a pilgrim on earth under the merciful 
gaze of the one God of Heaven, the God of peace. This is 
why the motto of the journey was: “Peace on earth to peo-
ple of goodwill”. And why do I saw that dialogue does not 
water down? Because in order to dialogue you need to 
have your own identity. If you do not have your own identi-
ty, you cannot dialogue because you do not even under-
stand who you are. For a dialogue to be good, it always 
has to be rooted in one’s own identity, to be aware of your 
own identity, and from there dialogue can take place. 

Dialogue, encounter, and journey in Bahrain also took 
place among Christians. For example, the first encounter 
was ecumenical, a prayer for peace with the dear Patri-
arch and Brother Bartholomew, and with brothers and sis-
ters of various confessions and rites. It took place in the 
Cathedral dedicated to Our Lady of Arabia, whose struc-
ture resembles a tent, where, according to the Bible God 
would meet with Moses in the desert along the journey. 
The brothers and sisters in the faith, whom I met in Bah-
rain, truly live “on a journey”. For the most part, they are 
immigrant laborers who, far from home, discover their 
roots in the People of God and their family within the larger 
family of the Church. It’s wonderful to see these migrants – 

from the Philippines, from India and from other places – 
Christians who gather and support each other in the faith. 
And they move ahead joyfully, in the certainty that the 
hope of God does not disappoint (cf. Rm 5:5). Meeting 
the Pastors, the consecrated men and women, the pasto-
ral workers, and in the festive and moving Mass celebrat-
ed in the stadium with so many members of the faithful 
who came from other Gulf nations as well, I brought them 
the affection of the entire Church. This was the journey. 

And today I would like to transmit to you their genuine, 
simple and beautiful joy. Meeting each other and praying 
together, we felt we were of one heart and one soul. 
Thinking about their journey, their daily experience of 
dialogue, let us all feel called to expand our horizons –
open hearts, please! Not closed, hard hearts. Open your 
hearts because we are all brothers and sisters and so 
that this human fraternity might move ahead. Broaden 
your horizon, be open, expand your interests and let’s 
dedicate ourselves to knowing about others. If you dedi-
cate yourself to knowing about others, you will never be 
threatened. But if you are afraid of others, you will be 
threatened. Each and every person is needed in order for 
the journey of fraternity and peace to progress. I can give 
my hand, but if there is no hand from the other side, it 
doesn’t do anything. May Our Lady help us on this jour-
ney! Thank you! 


