
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 

Christmas 

December 25, 2022 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 330-5077 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 330-5077 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 768-6787 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sat-Sun Dec 24-25 Nativity of The Lord 

Mon Dec 26 St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

Sat-Sun Dec 31-Jan 1 Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7–10 
Psalm 98:1–6 

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1–6 
Gospel: John 1:1–18 or John 1:1–5, 9–14 

LECTORS 

 December 24  December 25 January 1 

 Karen Churney Kathy Billo Karen Churney 
 Unassigned Jim Billo Kathy Billo       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Christmas Eve Masses are: Saturday, December 
24th, 5:00PM at St. Stephen’s, 6:30PM (bilingual) at 
Our Lady of the Valley (the 4:30PM Mass is cancelled), 
and 8:00PM at St. Francis. 

• Christmas Masses are: Sunday, December 25th, 
9:00AM at St. Francis, 11:00AM (Spanish) at Our Lady 
of the Valley, and 1:00PM at St. Stephen’s. 

• Solemnity of St. Stephen, Martyr, Monday, Decem-
ber 26th, Mass at St. Francis at 9:00AM. 

• Solemnity of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, 
Tuesday, December 27th, Mass on at St. Francis, 
9:00AM. 

• Solemnity of the Holy Family, Masses on Friday, De-
cember 30th, St. Francis  at 9:00AM and at Our Lady of 
the Valley at 6:00PM. 

• Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Masses are ac-
cording to the regular Mass schedule on Saturday, De-
cember 31st and Sunday January 1st. 

Offertory Collections 

Fiscal Year Thru  
12/18/2022 

 Actual Budget Difference % 
 St. Francis 16,810 22,500 -5,690 -25.3%  

 OLV-English 10,643 10,240 403 3.9%        
 OLV-Spanish 10,063 9,615 448 4.7% 

 St. Stephen's 10,379 12,115 -1,736 -14.3% 

 Online Giving 5,553 5,262 291 5.5% 
 Picnic 838 0 838   

 OL of Guadalupe 149 0 149  

 Other 20 0 20   

 Total Collections 54,455 59,732 -5,277 -8.8% 
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• RCIA Class will meet on Saturday, January 14th, at Our 
Lady of the Valley. 

• The Next Parish Council Meeting will be January 21st 
at Our Lady of the Valley at 3:00 p.m.    

• Offertory Collections are $5,277 (8.8%) under budget 
through 24 weeks of the fiscal year.  

Christmas Reflection from St. Leo the Great 
   Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. 

Sadness should have no place on the birthday of life. The 
fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with 
the promise of eternal happiness. 

   No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same rea-
son for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor over sin and death, finding 
no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice 
as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad 
as he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take 
courage as he is summoned to life. 

   In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths 
of God’s wisdom, the Son of God took for himself our com-
mon humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator. He 
came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in that very 
nature by which he had overthrown mankind. 

   And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glo-
ry to God in the highest, and they proclaim peace to his peo-
ple on earth as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built 
from all the nations of the world. When the angels on high are 
so exultant at this marvelous work of God’s goodness, what 
joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men? 

   Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his 
Son, in the Holy Spirit, because in his great love for us he 
took pity on us, and when we were dead in our sins he 
brought us to life with Christ, so that in him we might be a 
new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its ways 
and, as we have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the 
works of the flesh. 

   Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share 
in God’s own nature, do not return by sin to your former base 
condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose body 
you are a member. Do not forget that you have been rescued 
from the power of darkness and brought into the light of 
God’s kingdom. 

   Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a 
temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not drive away so great a guest 
by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for 
your liberty was bought by the blood of Christ. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
   Let us continue – we are concluding – the catechesis on 

discernment. Anyone who has been following these catech-
eses until now might think: what a complicated practice dis-
cernment is! In reality, it is life that is complicated and, if we 
do not learn how to read it, as complicated as it is, we risk 
wasting our lives, using strategies that end up disheartening 
us. 

   During our first meeting, we saw that every day, whether 
we want to or not, we always perform acts of discernment 
concerning what we eat, read, at work, in our relationships, 
everything. Life always presents choices to us, and if we do 
not make conscious choices, in the end it is life that chooses 
for us, taking us where we do not want to go. 

   Discernment, however, is not done alone. Today, let us 
look more specifically at several aids in this regard that can 

facilitate this indispensable exercise of discernment in 
the spiritual life, even if in some ways we have already 
encountered them in the course of this catechesis. But a 
summary will help us a lot. 

   One of the first indispensable aids is evaluating with 
the Word of God and the doctrine of the Church. They 
help us read what is stirring in our hearts, learning to rec-
ognize God’s voice and to distinguish it from other voices 
that seem to vie for our attention, but leave us confused 
in the end. The Bible warns us that God’s voice resounds 
in stillness, in attention, in silence. Let us recall the expe-
rience of the Prophet Elijah: the Lord does not speak to 
him in the wind that smashes the rocks, nor in the fire or 
the earthquake, but He speaks to him in a light breeze 
(cf. 1 Kings 19:11-12). This is a very beautiful image that 
helps us understand how God speaks. God’s voice does 
not impose itself; God’s voice is discreet, respectful – 
allow me to say, God’s voice is humble – and, for that 
reason, produces peace. And it is only in peace that we 
can enter profoundly into ourselves and recognize the 
authentic desires the Lord has placed in our hearts. 
Many times it is not easy to enter into that peace of heart 
because we are so busy with this, that and the other, the 
entire day… But, please, calm yourself down a little bit, 
enter into yourself, within yourself. Stop for two minutes. 
Witness what your heart is feeling. Let’s do this, brothers 
and sisters, it will help us so much because at that mo-
ment of calm, the Lord’s voice immediately tells, “Well, 
look here, look at that, what you are doing is good…”. 
When we allow ourselves to be calm, God’s voice comes 
immediately. He is waiting for us to do this. 

   For the believer, the Word of God is not simply a text 
to read. The Word of God is a living presence, it is a 
work of the Holy Spirit that comforts, instructs, gives light, 
strength, refreshment, and a zest for life. To read the Bi-
ble, to read a piece, one or two passages of the Bible, is 
like a short telegram from God that immediately goes to 
the heart. The Word of God is a bit – and I am not exag-
gerating here – it is a little, real foretaste of heaven. A 
great saint and pastor, Ambrose, the bishop of Milan, 
understood this well, when he wrote: “When I read Sa-
cred Scripture, God returns and walks in the earthly par-
adise” (Letters, 49.3). With the Bible, we open the door to 
God who is taking a walk. Interesting. 

   This affective relationship with the Bible, with Scrip-
ture, with the Gospel, leads us to experience an affective 
relationship with the Lord Jesus. Let’s not be afraid of 
this! Heart speaks to heart. And this is another indispen-
sable aid that is not to be taken for granted. We can of-
ten have a distorted idea about God, thinking of him as a 
sullen judge, a harsh judge, ready to catch us in the act. 
On the contrary, Jesus reveals a God who is full of com-
passion and tenderness for us, ready to sacrifice himself 
so he can come to us, just like the father in the parable of 
the prodigal son (cf. Lk 15:11-32). One time, someone 
asked – I don’t know if it was a mother or a grandmother 
who told me this – “What do I need to do in this mo-
ment?” – “Well, listen to God, he will tell you what you 
should do. Open your heart to God”. This is good advice. 
I remember one time, there was a pilgrimage of young 
people done once a year to the Shrine of [Our Lady of] 
Lujan, 70 km away from Buenos Aires. It takes the whole 
day to travel there. I used to hear confessions during the 



Christmas 

 

 Page 4 December 25, 2022 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Donna Caldwell, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  

Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 
Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham,  

Vernon Ferreira, Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, 
Liz Paul, Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle,  
Carol Mitchell, Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (December)  
For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed 
to human development find people dedicated to the com-
mon good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to interna-

tional cooperation.  

night. A young man, who was about 22 years old, came 
completely covered with tattoos… “My God”, I thought, 
“who is this person?” And he said to me, “You know, I came 
because I have a serious problem, and I told my mother, 
and my mother told me, ‘Go to Our Lady. Make a pilgrim-
age and Our Lady will tell you’. And I came. I was in touch 
with the Bible here. I listened to the Word of God and it 
touched my heart and I need to do this, this, this, this”. The 
Word of God touches the heart and changes your life. And I 
have witnessed this many times. Because the Lord does 
not want to destroy us. God wants us to be stronger, better, 
every day. 

   Anyone who remains in front of the Crucifix senses new-
found peace, learns not to be afraid of God because on the 
cross, Jesus does not frighten anyone. It is the image of 
complete weakness, and, at the same time, of total love, 
capable of facing any trial for us. The saints always gravitat-
ed toward Jesus Crucified. The account of Jesus’ Passion 
is the surest way to face evil without being overwhelmed by 
it. There is no judgement there, not even resignation, be-
cause it is shot through with the greatest light, the light of 
Easter, that allows us to see in those terrible deeds a great-
er plan that no impediment, obstacle or failure can thwart. 
The Word of God always makes us look at another side – 
that is, the cross is here, this is awful, but there is some-
thing else, hope, resurrection. The Word of God opens eve-
ry door because He is the door, He is the Lord. Let us pick 
up the Gospel, take the Bible in our hands – 5 minutes a 
day, no more. Carry a pocket-size Gospel with you, in your 
purse, and when you are traveling, read it a bit. Read a 
small passage during the day. Allow the Word of God to 
draw near to your heart. Do this and you will see how your 
lives will change, with the proximity of the Word of God. 
“Yes, Father, but I am used to reading the lives of the 
saints”. This is good. But do not neglect the Word of God. 
Take the Gospel with you. One minute every day…. 

   It is very beautiful to think of our life with the Lord as a 
relationship with a friend which grows day by day. Friend-
ship with God. Have you ever thought about this? Yet, this 
is the way! Let’s think about God who gives us…doesn’t 
God gives us so much? God loves us, He wants us to be 
his friends. Friendship with God is able to change the heart. 
Piety is one of the great gifts of the Holy Spirit, which gives 
us the ability to recognize God’s fatherhood. We have a 
tender Father, an affectionate Father, a Father who loves 
us, who has always loved us. When we experience this, our 
hearts melt and doubts, fears, feelings of unworthiness are 
dissolved. Nothing can hinder this love that comes from be-
ing in contact with the Lord. 

   And this love reminds us of another great help, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, who is present in us and who instructs us, 
makes the Word of God that we read come alive, suggests 
new meanings, opens doors that seem closed, indicates 
paths in life where there seem to be only darkness and con-
fusion. I ask you – Do you pray to the Holy Spirit? But who 
is he? The Great Unknown One. Sure, we pray to the Fa-
ther with the Our Father. We pray to Jesus. But we forget 
the Spirit! One time when I was doing catechesis with chil-
dren, I asked the question, “Which one of you knows who 
the Holy Spirit is?” And one of them said, “I know!” – “And 
who is he?” – “The paralytic”, he answered me! He had 
heard, “the Paraclete”, but thought that it was “paralytic”. 
How often – this made me think – the Holy Spirit is over 
there like a Person who doesn’t count. The Holy Spirit is the 
one who gives life to the soul! Let him enter. Speak with the 

Holy Spirit just like you speak with the Father, like you 
speak with the Son. Speak with the Holy Spirit – who is an-
ything but paralyzed, right? He is the Church’s strength, he 
is the one who will lead you forward. The Holy Spirit is dis-
cernment in act, the presence of God in us. He is the gift, 
the greatest gift the Father assures to those who ask (cf. Lk 
11:13). And what did Jesus call him? “The gift” – “Remain 
here in Jerusalem and wait for the gift of God”, which is the 
Holy Spirit. It is interesting to live our lives in friendship with 
the Holy Spirit. He changes you. He makes you grow. 

   The Liturgy of the Hours opens the main moments of 
daily prayer with this invocation: “O God, come to my assis-
tance. O Lord, make haste to help me”. “Lord, help me!” 
because by myself I cannot move ahead, I cannot love, I 
cannot live…. This invocation for salvation is the uncontain-
able request that flows from the depths of our being. The 
goal of discernment is to recognize the salvation God is 
working in my life. It reminds me that I am never alone and 
that, if I am struggling, it is because the stakes of the game 
are high. The Holy Spirit is always with us. “Oh, Father, I’ve 
done something really bad. I need to go to confession. I 
cannot do anything…”. Okay, you’ve done something aw-
ful? Talk to the Spirit who is with you and tell him, “Help me, 
I did this really awful thing…” Never abandon this dialogue 
with the Holy Spirit. “Father, I am in mortal sin” – that does 
not matter. Speak with Him so that he will help you and for-
give you. Never abandon this dialogue with the Holy Spirit. 
And with these aids the Lord gives to us, there is no need 
to be afraid. Keep going forward, courageously and joyfully! 


