
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

They found Mary and Joseph and the infant. 

When the eight days were completed, he was named Jesus. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 330-5077 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 330-5077 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 768-6787 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sat-Sun Dec 31-Jan 1 Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Sun Jan 8 Epiphany of the Lord 

Mon Jan 9 Baptism of the Lord 

Wed-Wed Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian 

     Unity 

Sun Jan 22 Sunday of the Word of God 

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Numbers 6:22–27 
Psalm 67:2–8 

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4–7 
Gospel: Luke 2:16–21 

LECTORS 

 January 1  January 8 

 Karen Churney  Tom Weber 
 Kathy Billo  Carolyn Garfield       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Masses are ac-
cording to the regular Mass schedule on Saturday, 
December 31st and Sunday January 1st. 

• The Saturday evening Mass at Our Lady of the 
Valley is rescheduled from 4:30 to 4:00PM for the 
remainder of the winter. 

• Father Meza will be on vacation Monday, January 9th 
through Friday, January 13th.  The daily Masses are 
cancelled during this period. 

• RCIA Class will meet on Saturday, January 14th at 
2:30, Our Lady of the Valley. 

• The Next Parish Council Meeting will be January 
21st at Our Lady of the Valley at 3:00 p.m.    

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

12/25/2022 
 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 18,721 23,400 -4,679 -20.0% 
 OLV-English 11,398 10,650 748 7.0% 

 OLV-Spanish 10,353 10,000 353 3.5% 
 St. Stephen's 10,600 12,600 -2,000 -15.9% 
 Online Giving 6,456 6,646 -190 -2.9% 
 Picnic 838 0 838   

 OL of Guadalupe 149 0 149  

 Other 20 0 20   

 Total Collections 58,535 63,296 -4,761 -7.5% 
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• Offertory Collections are $4,761 (7.5%) under budget 
through 26 weeks of the fiscal year.  

Reflection from St. Athanasius, Bishop 
The Apostle tells us: The Word took to himself the sons 

of Abraham, and so had to be like his brothers in all 
things. He had then to take a body like ours. This ex-
plains the fact of Mary’s presence: she is to provide him 
with a body of his own, to be offered for our sake. Scrip-
ture records her giving birth, and says: She wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes. Her breasts, which fed him, were 
called blessed. Sacrifice was offered because the child 
was her firstborn. Gabriel used careful and prudent lan-
guage when he announced his birth. He did not speak of 
“what will be born in you” to avoid the impression that a 
body would be introduced into her womb from outside; he 
spoke of “what will be born from you,” so that we might 
know by faith that her child originated within her and from 
her. 

By taking our nature and offering it in sacrifice, the Word 
was to destroy it completely and then invest it with his 
own nature, and so prompt the Apostle to say: This cor-
ruptible body must put on incorruption; this mortal body 
must put on immortality. 

This was not done in outward show only, as some have 
imagined. This is not so. Our Savior truly became man, 
and from this has followed the salvation of man as a 
whole. Our salvation is in no way fictitious, nor does it ap-
ply only to the body. The salvation of the whole man, that 
is, of soul and body, has really been achieved in the 
Word himself. 

What was born of Mary was therefore human by nature, 
in accordance with the inspired Scriptures, and the body 
of the Lord was a true body: It was a true body because it 
was the same as ours. Mary, you see, is our sister, for we 
are all born from Adam. 

The words of Saint John: The Word was made flesh, 
bear the same meaning, as we may see from a similar 
turn of phrase in Saint Paul: Christ was made a curse for 
our sake. Man’s body has acquired something great 
through its communion and union with the Word. From 
being mortal it has been made immortal; though it was a 
living body it has become a spiritual one; though it was 
made from the earth it has passed through the gates of 
heaven. 

Even when the Word takes a body from Mary, the Trini-
ty remains a Trinity, with neither increase nor decrease. It 
is for ever perfect. In the Trinity we acknowledge one 
Godhead, and thus one God, the Father of the Word, is 
proclaimed in the Church. 

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
The liturgical season invites us to pause and reflect on 

the mystery of Christmas. And since today – today – 
marks the fourth centenary of the death of St Francis de 
Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church, we can take a 
cue from some of his thoughts. He wrote a great deal 
about Christmas. In this regard, today I am pleased to 
announce that the Apostolic Letter commemorating this 
anniversary is being published today. The title is Every-

thing pertains to love, taking up a characteristic ex-
pression of the Saint Francis de Sales. In fact, this is 
what he wrote in his Treatise on the Love of God; he 
wrote: “In Holy Church, everything pertains to love, 
lives in love, is done for love and comes from 
love” (Italian original from: Ed. Paoline, Milan 1989, p. 
80). And may we all go down this path of love, which 
is so beautiful. 

Let us then try to delve a little deeper into the mys-
tery of Jesus’ birth, “in the company” of St Francis de 
Sales, thus uniting the two commemorations. 

Saint Francis de Sales, in one of his many letters 
addressed to Saint Jeanne Frances de Chantal, he 
writes as follows: “I imagine I see Solomon on his ivo-
ry throne, all beautifully gilded and carved, which, as 
the Scripture tells us, had no equal in all the king-
doms of the earth (1 Kings 10:18-20) neither was 
there any king that could be compared, for glory and 
magnificence, with the king that sat upon it (1 Kings 
10:23). And yet, I would a hundred times rather see 
the dear Jesus in his Crib, than all the kings of the 
world on their thrones.” What he says is beautiful. 
Jesus, the King of the universe, never sat on a 
throne, never: He was born in a stable – we see it 
represented thus [indicating the manger scene in the 
Paul VI Hall] – wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid 
in a manger; and finally He died on a cross and, 
wrapped in a sheet, was laid in the tomb. Indeed, the 
evangelist Luke, in recounting the birth of Jesus, in-
sists a great deal on the detail of the manger. This 
means that it is very important not only as a logistical 
detail. But how to understand it as a symbolic ele-
ment? In order to understand what kind of Messiah is 
He who was born in Bethlehem; what kind of King He 
is, Who Jesus is. Seeing the manger, gazing upon 
the cross, looking at His life, a life of simplicity, we 
can understand who Jesus is. Jesus is the Son of 
God Who saves us by becoming man, like us; strip-
ping Himself of His glory and humbling Himself (cf. 
Phil 2:7-8). We see this mystery concretely in the fo-
cal point of the crib, namely in the Child lying in a 
manger. This is “the sign” that God gives us at Christ-
mas: it was at the time for the shepherds in Bethle-
hem (cf. Lk 2:12), it is today, and it will always be so. 
When the angels announce the birth of Jesus, [they 
say,] “Go and you will find Him”; and the sign is: You 
will find a child in a manger. That is the sign. The 
throne of Jesus is the manger or the street, during 
His life, preaching; or the Cross at the end of His life. 
This is the throne of our King. 

This sign shows us the “style” of God. And what is 
the style of God? Don’t forget, never forget: the style 
of God is closeness, compassion, and tenderness. 
Our God is close, compassionate, and tender. This 
style of God is seen in Jesus. With this style of His, 
God draws us to Himself. He does not take us by 
force, He does not impose His truth and justice on us. 
He does not proselytize us, no! He wants to draw us 
with love, with tenderness, with compassion. In an-
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Donna Caldwell, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  

Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 
Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham,  

Vernon Ferreira, Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, 
Liz Paul, Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle,  
Carol Mitchell, Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January)  
For Educators  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teach-
ing fraternity rather than competition and helping the 

youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

other letter, St Francis de Sales writes: “The magnet 
attracts iron, amber attracts straws. Whether, then, we 
are iron in our hardness, or straws in our lightness and 
worthlessness, we must unite ourselves to this little In-
fant.” Our strengths, our weaknesses, only resolve 
themselves before the crib, before Jesus, or before the 
Cross. Jesus stripped, Jesus poor; but always with His 
style of closeness, compassion, and tenderness. God 
has found the means to attract us however we are: with 
love. Not a possessive and selfish love, as unfortunately 
human love so often is. His love is pure gift, pure grace, 
it is all and only for us, for our good. And so He draws 
us in, with this unarmed and even disarming love. Be-
cause when we see this simplicity of Jesus, we too cast 
aside the weapons of pride and go, humbly, to ask for 
salvation, to ask for forgiveness, to ask for light for our 
lives, in order to be able to move forward. Do not forget 
the throne of Jesus. The manger and the Cross: this is 
the throne of Jesus. 

Another aspect that stands out in the crib is poverty – 
truly, there is poverty there – understood as the renunci-
ation of all worldly vanity. When we see the money that 
is spent on vanity… so much money [spent] on worldly 
vanity; so much effort, so much seeking after vanity; 
while Jesus makes us see with humility. St Francis de 
Sales writes: “My God! my daughter, how many holy 
affections does this birth make rise within our hearts, 
above all of the perfect renunciation of the goods, the 
pomps, … of this world. I do not know whether I find any 
mystery which so sweetly mingles tenderness with aus-
tereness, love with rigour, sweetness with severity.” We 
see all this in the Nativity scene. Yes, let us be careful 
not to slip into the worldly caricature of Christmas. And 
this is a problem, because this is Christmas. But today 
we see that, even if there is “another Christmas,” in 
quotation marks, it is the worldly caricature of Christ-
mas, that reduces Christmas to a sappy, consumerist 
celebration. We want to celebrate, we want to, but this 
is not Christmas, Christmas is something else. God's 
love is not sugar sweet; Jesus’ manger shows us that. It 
is not a hypocritical goodness that hides the pursuit of 
pleasures and comforts. Our elders, who knew war and 
also hunger, knew this well: Christmas is joy and cele-
bration, certainly, but in simplicity and austerity. 

And let us conclude with a thought of St Francis de 
Sales that I have also taken up in the Apostolic Letter. 
He dictated it to the Visitandine Sisters - just think! - two 
days before his death. And he said: “Do you see the 
baby Jesus in the crib?  He accepts all the discomforts 
of that season, the bitter cold and everything that the 
Father lets happen to him.  He does not refuse the 
small consolations that his Mother gives him; we are not 
told that he ever reached out for his Mother’s breast, but 
left everything to her care and concern. So too, we our-
selves should neither desire nor refuse anything, but 
accept all that God sends us, the bitter cold and the dis-
comforts of the season,” everything. And here, dear 
brothers and sisters, is a great teaching, which comes 
to us from the Child Jesus through the wisdom of St 
Francis de Sales: to desire nothing and reject nothing, 
to accept everything that God sends us. But be careful! 

Always and only out of love, always and only out of 
love, because God loves us and only ever wants our 
good. 

Let us look to the manger, which is the throne of Je-
sus; let us gaze upon Jesus in the streets of Judea, of 
Galilee, preaching the message of the Father; and let 
us look upon Jesus on the other throne, on the Cross. 
This is what Jesus offers us: the street, but this is the 
path of happiness. 

To all of you and your families, a happy Christmas 
season and a happy New Year! 

I would like to ask you all for a special prayer for Pope 
Emeritus Benedict, who is supporting the Church in si-
lence. Remember him - he is very ill - asking the Lord to 
console him and to sustain him in this witness of love 
for the Church, until the end.  


