
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M i s s i o n s  o f  O u r  L a d y  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  F a l l  R i v e r  M i l l s  

a n d  S a i n t  S t e p h e n ’ s  i n  B i e b e r  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills  

y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

We saw His star at its rising and have come to do Him homage. 

Epiphany of the Lord 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 330-5077 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
First Sunday of the Month all the Masses are said for the 

sick. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 330-5077 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 768-6787 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Sun Jan 8 Epiphany of the Lord 

Mon Jan 9 Baptism of the Lord 

Wed-Wed Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian 

     Unity 

Sun Jan 22 Sunday of the Word of God 

 

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6 
Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 12–13 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12 

LECTORS 

 January 8  January 15 

 Tom Weber  Sandy Ogden 
 Carolyn Garfield  Bob Gartner       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The Saturday evening Mass at Our Lady of the Valley 
is rescheduled from 4:30 to 4:00PM for the remainder of 
the winter.  

• New meeting time for RCIA is 2-3:30 the 2nd & 4th Sat-
urdays at Our Lady of the Valley. The next meeting is 
January 14th. 

• Father Meza will be on vacation Monday, January 9th 
through Friday, January 13th.  The daily Masses are 
cancelled during this period. 

• The Next Parish Council Meeting will be January 21st at 
Our Lady of the Valley at 2:30PM. 

• Offertory Collections are $4,664 (7.1%) under budget 
through 27 weeks of the fiscal year.  

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

1/1/2023 

 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 19,602 24,300 -4,698 -19.3% 

 OLV-English 11,625 11,060 565 5.1% 

 OLV-Spanish 10,875 10,385 490 4.7% 

 St. Stephen's 11,247 13,085 -1,838 -14.0% 

 Online Giving 6,456 6,646 -190 -2.9% 

 Picnic 838 0 838   

 OL of Guadalupe 149 0 149  

 Other 20 0 20   
 Total Collections 60,812 65,476 -4,664 -7.1% 
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Reflection from St. Leo the Great, Pope 
The loving providence of God determined that in the last 

days he would aid the world, set on its course to destruction. 
He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ. 

A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in 
regard to these nations. He was to have a countless progeny, 
born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His de-
scendants are therefore compared with the array of the stars. 
The father of all nations was to hope not in an earthly progeny 
but in a progeny from above. 

Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the 
family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the promise now 
receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing re-
nounced by the children of his flesh. In the persons of the Ma-
gi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let God be 
known, not in Judea only, but in the whole world, so that his 
name may be great in all Israel. 

Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this 
revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with spiritual joy the 
day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. 
Let us give thanks to the merciful God, who has made us wor-
thy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the position of the 
saints in light; who has rescued us from the power of dark-
ness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. As 
Isaiah prophesied: The people of the Gentiles, who sat in 
darkness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt in 
the region of the shadow of death a light has dawned. He 
spoke of them to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know 
you, will invoke you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will 
take refuge in you. 

This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see, when 
he knew that the sons born of his faith would be blessed in his 
seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the father of 
the nations, he looked into the future, giving glory to God, in 
full awareness that God is able to do what he has promised. 

This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, when 
he said: All the nations that you have brought into being will 
come and fall down in adoration in your presence, Lord, and 
glorify your name. Again, the Lord has made known his salva-
tion; in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 

This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when 
the star beckoned the three wise men out of their distant 
country and led them to recognize and adore the King of 
heaven and earth. The obedience of the star calls us to imi-
tate its humble service: to be servants, as best we can, of the 
grace that invites all men to find Christ. 

Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of help to 
one another; then, in the kingdom of God, to which faith and 
good works are the way, you will shine as children of the light: 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with God 
the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 

 From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
Before beginning this catechesis, I would like us to join with 

those here beside us who are paying their respects to Bene-
dict XVI, and to turn my thoughts to him, a great master of 
catechesis. His acute and gentle thought was not self-
referential, but ecclesial, because he always wanted to ac-
company us in the encounter with Jesus. Jesus, Crucified and 
Risen, the Living One and the Lord, was the destination to 
which Pope Benedict led us, taking us by the hand. May he 
help us rediscover in Christ the joy of believing and the hope 
of living. 

With today’s catechesis, we will conclude the cycle dedicat-

ed to the theme of discernment, and we will do so com-
pleting the discourse on aids that can and must support it: 
support the discernment process. One of these is spiritual 
accompaniment, important first and foremost for self-
knowledge, which as we have seen is an indispensable 
condition for discernment. Looking at oneself in the mir-
ror, alone, does not always help, as one can adjust the 
image. Instead, looking at oneself in the mirror with the 
help of another, this helps a great deal because the other 
tells you the truth – when he or she is truthful – and in this 
way helps you. 

God’s grace in us always works on our nature. Thinking 
of a Gospel parable, we can always compare grace to the 
good seed and nature to the soil (cf. Mk 4:3-9). First of all, 
it is important to make ourselves known, without fear of 
sharing the most fragile aspects, where we find ourselves 
to be more sensitive, weak, or afraid of being judged. 
Making oneself known, manifesting oneself to a person 
who accompanies us on the journey of life. Not who de-
cides for us, no: but who accompanies us. Because fragil-
ity is, in reality, our true richness: we are rich in fragility, 
all of us, the true richness which we must learn to respect 
and welcome, because when it is offered to God, it makes 
us capable of tenderness, mercy, and love. Woe to those 
people who do not feel fragile: they are harsh, dictatorial. 
Instead, people who humbly recognize their own frailties 
are more understanding with others. Fragility, I dare say, 
makes us human. Not by chance, the first of Jesus’ three 
temptations in the desert – the one linked to hunger – 
tries to rob us of fragility, presenting it as an evil to be rid 
of, an impediment to being like God. And yet it is our most 
valuable treasure: indeed God, to make us like him, 
wished to share our own fragility to the utmost. Look at 
the crucifix: God who descended into fragility. Look at the 
Nativity scene, where he arrives in great human fragility. 
He shared our fragility. 

And spiritual accompaniment, if it is docile to the Holy 
Spirit, helps to unmask misunderstandings, even grave 
ones, in our consideration of ourselves and our relation-
ship with the Lord. The Gospel presents various exam-
ples of clarifying and liberating conversations with Jesus. 
Think, for example, of those with the Samaritan woman, 
which we read and read, and there is always this wisdom 
and tenderness of Jesus; think of the one with Zacchae-
us, think of the sinful woman, think of Nicodemus, and the 
disciples of Emmaus: the Lord’s way of approaching. The 
people who had a true encounter with Jesus were not 
afraid to open their hearts, to present their own vulnera-
bility, their own inadequacy, their own fragility. In this way, 
their self-sharing becomes and experience of salvation, of 
forgiveness freely received. 

Recounting what we have lived or are searching for, in 
front of another person, helps to bring clarity to ourselves, 
bringing to light the many thoughts that dwell within us, 
and which often unsettle us with their insistent refrains. 
How many times, in bleak moments, thoughts like this 
come to us: “I have done everything wrong, I am worth-
less, no-one understands me, I will never succeed, I am 
destined for failure”, how many times it comes to us to 
think these things. False and poisonous thoughts, that the 
exchange with another helps to unmask, so we can feel 
we are loved and valued by the Lord for what we are, ca-
pable of doing good things for him. We discover with sur-
prise different ways of seeing things, signs of goodness 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Donna Caldwell, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  

Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 
Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham,  

Vernon Ferreira, Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, 
Liz Paul, Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle,  
Carol Mitchell, Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January)  
For Educators  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teach-
ing fraternity rather than competition and helping the 

youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

that have always been present in us. It is true, we can share 
our frailties with the other, with the one who accompanies us 
in life, in the spiritual life, the teacher of spiritual life, be they 
a layperson, a priest, and say: “Look what is happening to 
me: I am a wretch, these things are happening to me”. And 
the one who accompanies answers, “Yes, we all have these 
things”. This helps us to clarify them well, to see where the 
roots lie and thereby overcome them. 

He or she who accompanies does not substitute the Lord, 
does not do the work in the place of the person accompa-
nied, but walks alongside him or her, encouraging them to 
interpret what is stirring in their heart, the quintessential 
place where the Lord speaks. The spiritual accompanier, 
whom we call spiritual director – I don’t like this term, I prefer 
spiritual accompanier, it is better – they say: “Fine, but look 
here, look here”, they draw your attention to things that per-
haps pass you by; they help you understand better the signs 
of the times, the voice of the Lord, the voice of the tempter, 
the voice of the difficulties that you are unable to overcome. 
Therefore, it is very important not to journey alone. There is a 
wise African saying which says: “If you want to arrive quickly, 
go alone; if you want to arrive safely, go with others”, go in 
company, go with your people. This is important. In the spir-
itual life it is better to be accompanied by someone who 
knows about us and helps us. And this is spiritual accompa-
niment. 

This accompaniment can be fruitful if, on both sides, one 
has experienced filiality and spiritual kinship. We discover we 
are children of God at the moment that we discover we are 
brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. This is why 
it is essential to be part of a journeying community. We are 
not alone, we belong to a people, a nation, a city that is on 
the move, a Church, a parish, this group… a community on 
the move. One does not go by oneself to the Lord: this will 
not do. We must understand this clearly. As in the Gospel 
account of the paralytic, we are often sustained and healed 
by the faith of someone else (cr. Mk 2:1-5) who helps us go 
forward, because we all at times have inner paralyses and it 
takes someone who helps us to overcome that conflict, with 
help. One does not go to the Lord by oneself, let us remem-
ber this clearly; other times we are the ones who take on this 
commitment on behalf of another brother or sister, and we 
are accompaniers who help that other person. Without the 
experience of filiality and kinship, accompaniment can give 
rise to unrealistic expectations, misunderstandings, in the 
forms of dependence that leave the person in an infantile 
state. Accompaniment, but as children of God and brothers 
and sisters among ourselves. 

The Virgin Mary is a great teacher of discernment: she 
speaks little, listens a lot, and cherishes in her heart (cf. Lk 
2:19). The three attitudes of Our Lady: she speaks little, lis-
tens a lot, and cherishes in her heart. And the few times she 
speaks, she leaves a mark. For example, in the Gospel of 
John there is a very short phrase uttered by Mary which is a 
mandate for Christians of all times: “Do whatever he tells 
you” (cf. 2:5). It is curious: once I heard a very good, very 
pious elderly woman, who had not studied theology, she was 
very simple. And she said to me, “Do you know what Our 
Lady always does?” I don’t know, she embraces you, she 
calls you… “No, the gesture Our Lady does is this” [points 
with his finger]. I didn’t understand, and I asked, “What does 
it mean?”. And the old lady replied, “She always points to 
Jesus”. This is beautiful: Our Lady takes nothing for herself, 
she points to Jesus. Do whatever Jesus tells you: that is 
what Our Lady is like. Mary knows that the Lord speaks to 
the heart of each person, and asks for these words to be 

translated into actions and choices. She knew how to do this 
more than any other person, and indeed she is present in the 
fundamental moments of Jesus’ life, especially in the su-
preme moment of death on the Cross. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we are ending this series of cat-
echeses on discernment: discernment is an art, an art that 
can be learned and which has its own rules. If learned well, it 
enables spiritual experience to be lived in an ever more 
beautiful and orderly manner. Above all, discernment is a gift 
from God, which must always be asked for, without ever pre-
suming to be expert and self-sufficient. Lord, give me the 
grace to discern in the moments of life, what I must do, what 
I must understand. Give me the grace to discern, and give 
me the person who will help me to discern. 

The voice of the Lord can always be recognized; it has a 
unique style it is a voice that pacifies, encourages and reas-
sures in difficulties. The Gospel reminds us of this continual-
ly: “Do not be afraid” (Lk 1:30), how beautiful is the Angel’s 
word to Mary after the resurrection of Jesus; “Do not be 
afraid”, “Do not be afraid”, it is the style of the Lord, “Do not 
be afraid”. “Do not be afraid!” the Lord repeats to us today 
too, “Do not be afraid”: if we trust in his word, we will play the 
game of life well, and we will be able to help others. As the 
Psalm says, his Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path (cf. 119, 105). 


