
Saint  Francis  o f  Ass i s i  Parish 

M is s io n s  o f  Our  La dy  o f  th e  V al l ey  in  Fa l l  R i ver  M i l l s  

a n d Sa in t  S t ep h en ’ s  in  B ieb er  

Mission Statement 

  We, the Catholic Church of Saint Francis, are a community of faith called by Baptism to center 

our lives in the sacraments and the Holy Eucharist.  We gather together to mutually grow in our 

love for God and neighbor by studying the Word of God; by believing in the Faith and 

Traditions from the Apostles; by accepting the teachings of the Magisterium and by receiving 

and giving support, hope, faith and charity. 

Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís 

Misiones de Nuestra Señora del Valle en Fall River Mills y San Esteban en Bieber 

Nuestra Misión 

  Nosotros la Iglesia de San Francisco, somos una comunidad de Fe llamados por el Bautismo a 

centrar nuestra vida en los sacramentos y la Santa Eucarísta.  Nostros nos reunimos para 

crecer mutuamente en nuestro amor a Dios y a nuestro semejante a través de estudiar la 

Palabra de Dios; a través de creer en la Fe y Tradición de los Apóstoles; a través de aceptar las 

enseñanzas del Magisterio y a través de recibir y dar Apoyo, Fe, Esperanza y Caridad. 

Jesus went to Capernaum, so that what had been said through Isaiah 

might be fulfilled. 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
PO Box 160, 37464 Juniper Avenue 

Burney, CA  96013 
Tel. (530) 330-5077 

Rev. Fernando Meza, 
Parochial Administrator 

Website: www.stfrancisburney.org    
e-mail: pastor@stfrancisburney.org 
www.facebook.com/stfrancisburney 

www.facebook.com/francisco.deasis.16100921 
Bulletin Editor: David Wanat (530) 250-7466 

convoyb@gmail.com 
 

MISSIONS 
Our Lady of the Valley St. Stephen’s 

  43434 Hwy. 299E 201 Hwy. 299E 
Fall River Mills Bieber 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekends 
 Saturday 4:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
 Sunday 9:00 am St. Francis 

 11:00 am Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 1:00 pm St. Stephen’s 
  

 Weekdays 
Mon,Tue, Fri 9:00 am St. Francis 
Thursday 6:00 pm St. Francis (Spanish) 
Friday 6:00 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
   (Spanish) 

 

ADORATION 
All Fridays After Mass until 10 AM St. Francis  
1st Saturday 3:30 pm Our Lady of the Valley 
1st Sunday 11:45 am St. Stephen’s 
Thursdays 3—6:00 pm St. Francis  
Fridays 11 am—6 pm Our Lady of the Valley 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
Confession is available one-half hour before scheduled Masses.  

Otherwise, call the parish for an appointment. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK 
Food is available on request.  Call the parish at 330-5077 for food 
anytime you are in need or call Bob Gartner at (530)768-6787. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please register at our website www.stfrancisburney.org  

 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
Please contact 

Elaine Shields (336-1003) or 
Estella Valdovinos (524-6434) Spanish  

 

MUSIC:  WEDDINGS & FUNERALS 
Please contact Joan Knapp (530) 294-1234 

 

BECOMING CATHOLIC (RCIA) 
Program of study for non-Catholic adults or Catholics seeking 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Contact Bob Gartner at  
(530) 768-6787 or email: bobgartner@gmail.com.  Classes meet 

the second and fourth Saturday’s at Our Lady of the Valley, 
2:30-4:00 PM. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please contact Bob Gartner (bobgartner@gmail.com) 

 
 

   

CALENDAR 

Wed-Wed Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian 

     Unity 

Sun Jan 22 Sunday of the Word of God 

Mon Jan 23 National Day of Penance for  
     abortion 

Wed Jan 25 Conversion of St. Paul the  

     Apostle 

Sat-Sun Jan 28-29 Second Collection for the CCD 
   Program for Children 

Sunday Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 8:23–9:3 
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13–14 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10–13, 17 
Gospel: Matthew 4:12–23 

LECTORS 

 January 22  January 29 

 Kathy Billo  Carolyn Garfield 
 Jim Billo  Karen Churney       

Hospitality at St. Stephen's 

Every Sunday is hospitality Sunday at St. Stephen's. 
Please join us for a nice lunch with soup/casserole, 
salad, bread, dessert and drinks. All are welcome, 

bring something to share if you can. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The St. Vincent de Paul Society is selling raffle 
tickets to help fund our outreach to the poor.  The 
grand prize is 6 days/5 nights at the Sheraton 
Maui resort and spa.  The package includes air-
fare for 2, rental car, and a $500 gift card.  The 
total package value is $3,500. The tickets are $10 
each. The winner will be drawn on April 21st.  
Contact Bob Gartner to purchase tickets. 

 

Offertory Collections 
Fiscal Year Thru  

1/15/2023 
 Actual Budget Difference % 

 St. Francis 21,170 26,100 -4,930 -18.9% 

 OLV-English 12,275 11,879 396 3.3% 

 OLV-Spanish 11,597 11,154 443 4.0% 

 St. Stephen's 12,222 14,054 -1,832 -13.0% 
 Online Giving 6,456 6,646 -190 -2.9% 

 Picnic 838 0 838   

 OL of Guadallupe 149 0 149  

 Other 20 0 20   

 Total Collections 64,727 69,833 -5,106 -7.3% 
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• Offertory Collections are $5,106 (7.3%) under 
budget through 29 weeks of the fiscal year.  

Gospel Reflection by St. John Paul II 
  Jesus’ words as he began his preaching resound 

with power: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Mt 4:17). From her beginning, the Church faith-
fully transmits this message of conversion, so that we 
can all live a more virtuous life, in accordance with the 
spirit of the Gospel. The call to conversion becomes 
more insistent during this time of preparation for the 
Great Jubilee in which we will commemorate the mys-
tery of the Incarnation of God’s Son 2,000 years ago... 

The whole Church must begin the new millennium 
by helping her children to purify themselves from sin 
and evil; she must extend her horizons of holiness 
and fidelity to participate in the grace of Christ, who 
has called us to be children of the light and to share in 
eternal glory (cf. Col 1:13)... 

These words of Jesus, which we have just heard, 
are repeated throughout history and in every corner of 
the world. Like the Master, I extend to everyone, es-
pecially to the young, the same invitation to follow 
Christ. Dear young people, one day Jesus called Si-
mon Peter and Andrew. They were fishermen and left 
their nets to follow him. Christ is certainly calling some 
of you to follow him and to commit yourselves totally 
to the cause of the Gospel. Do not be afraid to accept 
the Lord’s invitation! Do not let your nets prevent you 
from following in Jesus’ footsteps! Be generous; do 
not fail to respond to the Master who calls. Follow him, 
so that you may be fishers of men like the Apostles. 

I also encourage the mothers and fathers of families 
to be the first to nurture the seed of a vocation in their 
children, by giving them the example of Christ’s love 
in their homes, by their efforts and sacrifices, by their 
commitment and responsibility. Dear parents: raise 
your children according to the principles of the Gospel 
so that they will become the evangelizers of the third 
millennium. The Church needs more evangelizers.  

From the General Audience of Pope Francis 
Last Wednesday we began a cycle of catechesis on 

the passion of evangelization, on that apostolic zeal 
that should enliven the Church and every Christian. 
Today, let us look at the unsurpassable model of 
evangelization: Jesus. The Christmas Gospel defines 
him as the “Word of God” (cf. Jn 1:1). The fact that he 
is the Logos, that is, the Word, highlights an essential 
aspect of Jesus: He is always in relation, outgoing, 
never isolated, always in relation, outgoing. The word, 
in fact, exists to be transmitted, communicated. So it 
is with Jesus, the Eternal Word of the Father, reaching 
out to us, communicated to us. Christ not only has 
words of life, but makes his life a Word, a message: 
that is, he lives always turned toward the Father and 
toward us. He is always looking at his Father who sent 

him and looking at us to whom he was sent. 
Indeed, if we look at his days as described in the 

Gospels, we see that intimacy with his Father – 
prayer – occupies first place. This is why Jesus 
gets up early, when it is still dark, and goes into 
deserted areas to pray (cf. Mk 1:35; Lk 4:42), to 
speak with his Father. He makes all of his deci-
sions and most important choices after having 
prayed (cf. Lk 6:12; 9:18). Specifically, within this 
relationship, in prayer which connects him to the 
Father in the Spirit, Jesus discovers the meaning 
of his being human, of his existence in the world 
because he is on a mission to us, sent by the Fa-
ther to us. 

It is thus interesting to note the first public act 
that he accomplishes after the years of his hidden 
life in Nazareth. Jesus does not work a great won-
der, he does not send an effective message, but 
he mingles with the people who were going to be 
baptized by John. In this way, he offers us the key 
by which he acts in the world: spending himself for 
sinners, he puts himself in solidarity with us with-
out distance, in a total sharing of life. In fact, 
speaking about his mission, he will say that he did 
not come “to be served, but to serve and give his 
own life” (cf. Mk 10:45). Every day after praying, 
Jesus dedicates his entire day to the proclamation 
of the Kingdom of God and  dedicates it to people, 
above all to the poorest and weakness, to the sin-
ners and to the sick (cf. Mk 1:32-39). So, Jesus is 
in contact with the Father in prayer and then he is 
in contact with all the people through his mission, 
through catechesis, by teaching the path to the 
Kingdom of God. 

Now, should we want to represent his style of life 
with an image, it would not be difficult for us to 
find it: Jesus himself offers it, we have heard it, 
speaking of himself as the Good Shepherd, the 
one, he says, who “lays down his life for the 
sheep” (Jn 10:11). This is Jesus. In reality, to be a 
shepherd was not just a job, but it required time 
and a lot of dedication. It was a true and proper 
way of life: twenty-four hours a day, living with the 
flock, accompanying them to pasture, sleeping 
among the sheep, taking care of those who were 
weakest. In other words, Jesus does not do some-
thing for us, but he gives everything, he gives his 
life for us. He has a pastoral heart (cf. Ez 34:15). 
He is a shepherd for all of us. 

Indeed, to sum up the action of the Church in 
one word, the specific term “pastoral” is used. And 
to evaluate our “pastoralness” we need to confront 
ourselves with the model, confront ourselves with 
Jesus the Good Shepherd. Above all, we can ask 
ourselves: do we imitate him, drinking from the 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR  

St. Francis 
Donna Caldwell, Ray Wanat, Irma Welty,  

Melba Facey, Christina Mora, Glenda Pearson & 
Barbara, Bob Heisinger 

Our Lady of the Valley 
Gary Freeland 

St. Stephen’s 
Rose Lessa, Olivia Cox, Ryan Graham,  

Vernon Ferreira, Trish Bautista, Nancy Fenner, 
Liz Paul, Breen Hofmann, Carl & Mary Doyle,  
Carol Mitchell, Joan Knapp, Chris Patterson  

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention (January)  
For Educators  

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teach-
ing fraternity rather than competition and helping the 

youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

wells of prayer so that our heart might be in harmony 
with his? Intimacy with Him is, as a beautiful volume 
by Abate Chautard suggested, “the soul of every 
apostolate”. Jesus himself clearly said to his disci-
ples, “Without me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). By 
staying with Jesus, we discover that his pastoral 
heart always beats for the person who is confused, 
lost, far away. And ours? How many times do we 
express our attitude about people who are a bit diffi-
cult or with whom we have a bit of difficulty: “But it’s 
their problem, let them work it out….” But Jesus nev-
er said this, never. He himself always went to meet 
all the marginalized, sinners. He was accused of this 
– of being with sinners so that he might bring God’s 
salvation precisely to them. 

We have heard the parable of the lost sheep found 
in chapter 15 of the Gospel of Luke (cf. vv. 4-7). Je-
sus speaks about the lost coin as well as about the 
prodigal son there. If we want to train our apostolic 
zeal, we should always have chapter 15 of Luke be-
fore our eyes. Read it often. We can understand 
there what apostolic zeal is. There we discover that 
God does not remain contemplating the sheep pen, 
nor does he threaten them so they won’t leave. Ra-
ther, if one leaves and gets lost, he does not aban-
don that sheep, but goes in search of it. He does not 
say, “You got up and left – it’s your fault – that’s your 
business!” His pastoral heart reacts in another way: 
the pastoral heart suffers and the pastoral heart 
takes risks. It suffers: yes, God suffers for those who 
leave and, while he mourns over them, he loves 
even more. The Lord suffers when we distance our-
selves from his heart. He suffers for all who do not 
know the beauty of his love and the warmth of his 
embrace. But, in response to this suffering, he does 
not withdraw, rather he takes a risk. He leaves the 
ninety-nine sheep who are safe and ventures out for 
the lost one, thus doing something both risky and 
unreasonable, but consonant with his pastoral heart 
which misses the one who left, the longing for some-
one who has gone away – this is something con-
sistent in Jesus. And when we hear that someone 
has left the Church, what do we want to say? “Let 
them work it out?” No. Jesus teaches us to have 
nostalgia for those who have left. Jesus does not 
feel anger or resentment but pure longing for us. Je-
sus feels nostalgic for us and this is God’s zeal. 

And I wonder – we, do we have similar senti-
ments? Perhaps we see those who have left the 
flock as adversaries or enemies. “And this person? 
Hasn’t he gone to the other side? She lost her 
faith…. They are going to hell…” and we are serene. 
When we meet them at school, at work, on the 
streets of our city, why don’t we think instead that we 
have a beautiful opportunity to witness to them the 
joy of a Father who loves them and has never for-
gotten them? Not to proselytize, no! But that the 

Word of the Father might reach them so we can 
walk together. To evangelize is not to proselytize. To 
proselytize is something pagan, it is neither religious 
nor evangelical. There is a good word for those who 
have left the flock and we have the honour and the 
burden of being the ones to speak that word. Be-
cause the Word, Jesus, asks this of us – to always 
draw near to everyone with an open heart because 
he is like that. Perhaps we have been following and 
loving Jesus for some time and have never won-
dered if we share his feelings, if we suffer and we 
take risks in harmony with Jesus’s heart, with this 
pastoral heart, close to Jesus’s pastoral heart! This 
is not about proselytism, as I said, so that others be-
come “one of us” – no, this is not Christian. It is 
about loving so that they might be happy children of 
God. In prayer, let us ask the grace of a pastoral 
heart, an open heart that draws near to everyone, so 
as to bear the Lord’s message as well as to feel 
Christ’s longing for them. For without this love that 
suffers and takes risks, our lives do not go well. If 
we Christians do not have this love that suffers and 
takes risks, we risk pasturing only ourselves. Shep-
herds who are shepherds of themselves, instead of 
being shepherds of the flock, are people who comb 
“exquisite” sheep. We do not need to be shepherds 
of ourselves, but shepherds for everyone. 


