
 
 

 

Pastoral Letter 2021 / 9 
 

DIOCESE OF BALANGA UNDER MODIFIED ENHANCED 

COMMUNITY QUARANTINE (MECQ), AND HENCEFORTH 

 

“Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 

you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 1:28-30) 

    

 

It is sad news that our beloved province Bataan was placed under Modified Enhanced 

Community Quarantine (MECQ). But trusting the wisdom of higher authorities, we 

stand by their decisions and we support. With this difficult and devastating time of Covid 

19 pandemic, it is time for united, concerted, and collaborative efforts. We help as one. 

We heal as one. With firm hope and holding on to God, we know and believe we will rise 

up. We will surpass. We will survive.  

 

 It is prudence and precautionary measures to implement the provincial Inter-

Agency Task Force (IATF) provisions and to impose these pastoral directives for common 

good, public safety, and well-being especially when it comes to sacramental celebrations.  

 

 We have to turn to God and entrust everything to Him. It is to God whom we look 

up and return everything to Him. It is in this time of perilous and problematic situations 

that we implore God for His graces and guidance. Thus in expression of our faith and 

heeding to His invitation “Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will 

give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) We have to come to Him first and foremost in our lives, 

in spite of everything.  

 

 

 To celebrate His sacraments for good and for the blessings of all, we come up with 

these liturgical and pastoral directives: 

 



 
 

 

1. Holy Eucharist- (30 % of the total capacity of the Church as approved). As we have 

already implemented, we continue the online registration of QR code, of attendees, face 

masks for all, taking of body temperatures, alcohol and hand sanitation at the entrance 

and exit doors; face masks and face shields for the communion lay ministers, and 

spraying of their hands with alcohol.  

 

2. Baptisms- must be limited to 10 children in the Church, with only a pair of god-

parents, with the waiver of the parents for their child to be baptized. Health protocols 

and social distancing must be observed.  

 

3. Matrimony- the celebration must be attended with a limited number of 

participants, no flower girls and ring bearer, 2 pairs of primary and secondary sponsors 

only; very limited picture taking, with face masks and social distancing with one another.  

 

4. Funeral Holy Masses and Blessings- can be done on line with only family 

members to attend. Funeral blessings, also with the family can be done on the venue of 

the wake. Urn blessings can be done inside a designated mass in the Church, after the 

communion prayer, with the clearance from the LGU, and after the quarantine period 

especially with Covid 19 related deaths.  

 

5. Parish Celebrations during patronal feasts, priestly anniversaries, and other 

parish foundation day and other special events, there should be no common meals even 

for priests and the Bishop. Packed meals could be distributed for take home. Eucharistic 

con-celebrations could only be done by vicariate.  

 

 These guidelines are in conjunctions with the IATF guidelines. There are 

additional protocols and prohibitions as far as the religious practices are concerned, some 

of which are more restrictive. But with the spirit of sacrifice, we can be more resilient as 

our Lord Jesus Christ did on the cross. We follow the Lord, by taking up our crosses daily.  

And confidently, this will be our resurrection and victory. 

 

 Given this 21st day of June, 2021, on the memorial of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, SJ, 

religious, at the Diocesan Cathedral Shrine of Saint Joseph, Balanga City, Bataan.  
 

 



 
 

 

  

 

Most Rev. Ruperto Cruz Santos, DD, STL 
Bishop of Balanga and CBCP Episcopal Chairman  

on Pontificio Collegio Filippino in Rome 

 

 

 

 

Attested by: 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Percival V. Medina 
Chancellor 

 

 

 

 

17 June 2021 

St. Teresa of Portugal 

 

 


