
The Sower’s Seed
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

“Baptism of Our Lord Signals that His ‘hour’ has Come”
(Luke 3,15-16. 21-22)



The feast of Jesus' Baptism marks the end of the Christmas season and the beginning
of Ordinary Time.

The baptism of our Lord signals that his "hour" has come. It is time to go out and
make public the will of God. It is his call to action.

A voice from heaven proclaims: "You are my beloved Son; with You I am well pleased" (v
22). God introduces His Son with words from Scriptures, “You are my son; today I am
your father" (Ps 2:7); "Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am
pleased" (Is 42:1).

Two truths are revealed: that Jesus is God's beloved Son, and is therefore God; that
he is God's anointed One.

Through our own baptism, we too become "God's beloved sons and daughters." We
belong to God. We are given a new life. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes
the sacrament thus: "Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes the
neophyte 'a new creature,’ an adopted child of God, who has become a ‘partaker of the
divine nature,’ member of Christ and co-heir with him, and a temple of the Holy Spirit"
(n. 1265).

Let us remember that our baptism is not just an empty ritual. It celebrates our
incorporation into the life of God. Baptism is not all about acquiring "important
connections" by asking people in power to act as the child's godparents. It is our entrance
into Christ's mystical body. Baptism cleanses our hearts, ridding it of the stain of
original stain. It enjoins us to live in grace throughout our lives.

Tertio Millennio Adveniente explains that baptism washes away sins, fills us with the
Holy Spirit and calls us to the Holy Eucharist, incorporates us as God's holy people, and
reminds us to reject sin (n 41). Baptized into Christ, we have put on Jesus Christ himself.

Let us now prove that Christ lives in us! Let us now show everyone that we live for
Christ.



PRAYER

To Fulfill My Baptismal Promises

O dearest Jesus,
I am fully aware of the dignity
of my baptism.

Let me now fulfill my baptismal promises
to reject Satan,
to avoid occasions of sin,
to be strong against temptations,
to ease out selfishness from my heart.

Let me not work for material gain alone
nor for personal satisfaction.

Let me not look for an easy way out
nor for personal gain.

Rather, help me be true
to my baptismal commitment
to know God deeply in my heart,
to believe in Him,
and to follow Him till the end;
to accept His will, to obey it,
and to pattern my life after His,
to live the gospel and to make it bear
lasting fruits in my life.

Amen.



CHALLENGE

Turn me, O Lord, into an instrument of conversion.

Help me to translate my baptismal promises into actions. Help me to lead people to
repentance and to believe in the gospel.
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