
1628 East G Avenue 
Parchment, Michigan 49004 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Friday ...........................9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Contacts 
Rectory & Parish Office .................................... (269) 385-4152 
RCIA Office ....................................................... (269) 343-0099 
Liturgical Coordinator/Music ........................... (269) 343-0099 
Parish E-Mail .................... ambroseparchment@sbcglobal.net 
Parish Web Site ..................... www.stambroseparchment.com 
Religious Ed.   ..................  stambrosereligiousedu@gmail.com  
Fax .................................................................... (269) 385-2527 
 

Prayer Line .........................................  Marilyn (269) 343-2306  
Rectory (269) 385-4152 

Mission Statement 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit to Develop  
a  Family of faith in Christ, 

the people of St. Ambrose Parish embrace 
Christ’s call to know, love, and serve God 

within our hearts, in our homes, and in our world 
community.  

Fr. Albert Kemboi, Parochial Vicar  
 

Monsignor Michael Hazard,  
Senior Priest in Residence 

Chaplain for Kalamazoo Health Care  
 

Pastoral Staff 
Deacon Hal Bohan 
Deacon Al Radford 
Marilyn Thornburg,  Office Manager   
Sue Chicvara, Director of Music 
Eileen Rutten, RCIA 
Kathy Hageman,  Office Secretary 
Janet Romyak,  Director of Religious Education 
 
 
Schedule of Masses 
Friday ................................................ 9:15 a.m. 
Saturday Evening ... 5:00 p.m. (Live Streamed) 
Sunday ................... 9:00 a.m.  (Live Streamed) 
 ........................................................ 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays ............................ Friday   9:15 a.m. 
 
Please Join Us Again  
 

The “General Dispensation” from obligation of attending  
Mass each week was lifted on May 23, 2021.  
 

The Covid-19 capacity limits have been lifted  The 
wearing of masks at liturgical celebrations is  optional. 
However if you feel more comfortable, please feel  free 
to wear a mask.   
 

Individuals are asked to come forward to the priests, 
deacons or Eucharistic Ministers to receive the Body of 
Christ.  
 

Hand sanitizer stations are available, please ask a greeter 
or usher for their location.  

 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday ......................... 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
Anytime: By Appointment 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Call Parish Office for arrangements 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples are to make arrangements at least six 
months prior to marriage 

 
PARISH COUNCIL, Chairperson 
David Rutten ........................... (269) 323-2372 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL, Chairperson 
Jackie Shirey ............................ (269) 501-2870 



Mass Intentions 
It is a faithful Catholic tradition to request Masses of thanksgiving, for 
birthdays, anniversaries, special intentions, etc. as well as for the deceased. 
Please call the rectory office to schedule a Mass intention. A customary 
stipend is $10.00 per Mass.  The Rectory Office number is 385-4152.  

Know, Love and Serve Him  July 25,  2021

Mass Intentions & Scripture Readings 
Saturday, July 24 

5:00 p.m. † Jim Strehlow 
Req. by Rosemary Barnum 

Sunday, July 25   Seventeenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18; Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15 

9:00 a.m. †  Martha Madden  
Req. by  Her Loving Family 

11:00 a.m. †  Deceased Members of the Pottner Family 
Req. by  Melvin and Chris English  

Monday, July 26 
Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday, July 27 
Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday,  July 28 
Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9; Mt 13 
Thursday, July 29
Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Friday,  July 30 
Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10-11ab; Mt 13:54-58 

9:15 a.m. † Bill James 
Req. by Ann Marie James 

Saturday, July 31 
5:00 p.m.  † Jim Strehlow 

Req. by Bernie and Roz Stutz  
Sunday, August 1    Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54; Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35 

9:00 a.m. † Dick Anson 
Req. by  With love from the St Ambrose Choir 

11:00 a.m. †  Deceased Members of our Parish 
Req. by A Friend  

Pastoral Care For The Sick 

Arrangements for home reception of Holy Communion and the anointing of 
the sick are made by calling the rectory office 385-4152. Please let us know 
when a family member is hospitalized or enters a nursing facility. 

17th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year B 
Dear Parishioners, 

“The whole is greater than the sum of its parts,” we hear from 
time to time, meaning that a collection of things put together 
can be greater than what would be expected when each is 
alone. Today we hear two accounts of times when a seemingly 
inadequate number of loaves of bread provided plenty for a 
huge crowd to eat. We hope to exemplify the same saying 
when we join together as Church. Separately, we may feel in-
adequate to carry on the mission of Jesus. But together we 
form the body of Christ, capable of building the kingdom of 
God here on earth.  

In the first reading, Elisha takes an offering of barley loaves and 
shares it with many more people than it would be expected to 
feed. All ate plenty and some was even left over. In the Gospel, 
Jesus takes five barley loaves and two fish and is able to share 
them with over five thousand people. All ate their fill, and 
twelve baskets were filled with the leftovers. God is able to 
provide more than we need, despite all appearances to the 
contrary.  

These miracles narrated in both readings are signs of the pow-
er of God’s love. In them, we note four things: First, God uses 
difficult situations in our lives to manifest his loving power. 
Secondly, God uses ordinary things to show his extra ordinary 
love. In both the readings, the loaves are made of barley which 
was considered the food of the poor. Thirdly, God’s power is 
unlimited because his love is boundless. After feeding a large 
number of people, there was some food remaining. Finally in 
today’s second reading, Paul proposes that the experience of 
this power and love must motivate us to love our neighbors. 
Have I experienced God’s power, God’s love, in my life? 
Today as we mark World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly, 
may we pray for and cherish them. As we contemplate the 
Holy father’s message to the elderly “I am with you al-
ways” (Mt 28:20), I urge the young people to visit/call their 
grandparents, especially the elderly who are alone.  

Joining together today to be nourished in the Eucharist, let us 
dream of how together we can change the world. 
Fr. Albert Kemboi 

Virtues of St Joseph 
July – we reflect on Joseph, Most Faithful 
Fidelity connotes steadfastness. In the vicissitudes of life, 
one needs steadfast love, that is, fidelity, when encounter-
ing confusion, suffering, and failure. The image of Joseph finding a place in 
which the Child could be born, was his movement in all of life. Failure simp-
ly meant one went on in fidelity and found by failure what God had intend-
ed for the fruitfulness of His will. 

Save the Date: 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 

Celebration of Fr James O’Leary’s 

60th Anniversary of Ordination & Retirement 

In Remembrance 
Please remember in your prayers the repose of 
the soul of Ed Bourgeois, a founding member of 
St Ambrose, husband of  Mary Bourgeois and father of 
Tim (Peg) Bourgeois. May his family and friends be 
comforted in the knowledge that he dwells in the house 
of the Lord.  

Employment Opportunity 

St. Ambrose Parish is accepting applications for a Parish Secre-
tary and Bookkeeper. We seek a skilled, service minded individ-
ual familiar with Catholic parish life who is knowledgeable and 
experienced with Microsoft Office and bookkeeping. This 30 
hours per week position requires a positive, friendly work atti-
tude, strong verbal skills, multi-tasking and attention to detail 
while maintaining confidences. Associates degree or equivalent 
experience preferred.  
Applications being received up to Friday, July 28. Please email 
cover letter with resume to ambroseparchment@sbcglobal.net 

or  fatheralbertstambrose@gmail.com  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Area Events 
DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO CAREGIVERS CONNECTION: Are you a caregiver for some-
one with a disability? Do you sometimes feel alone or overwhelmed? You are invited 
to a virtual gathering on Sunday, August 1 from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. The focus is to build 
relationships, share faith and experiences, and create a supportive community. To 
learn more or to register go to https://diokzoo.org/caregivers or  by email at lir-
win@diokzoo.org. Zoom link will be sent to those who register.  
 

THE ST. TOM’S YOUNG ADULT GROUP is back in session! Join us at St. Tom’s on Tues-
days at 7:00 as we journey through a study on the Psalms. The group is open to all 
young adults (young professionals, single, married, parents, and anything in be-
tween!) in the Kalamazoo area who seek to grow in faith through prayer, study, ser-
vice, fellowship, and community. For information email sttomsyounga-
dults@gmail.com or visit the St. Tom's website. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEWS TO KNOW 
Did you know that Catholic Charities/Bridges Counseling has specialized groups and 
therapy for pregnant and parenting women suffering form depression and anxiety 
(PMAD); perinatal mood, anxiety, and depression)? Individual sessions and /or thera-
py groups are available for women currently pregnant or for women who have given 
birth within the last twelve months. You will NOT be turned away due to type or lack 
of insurance. Call 269-370-0628 or visit www.cckok.org to learn more.  
 

HACKETT CATHOLIC PREP NEWS 
The Catholic Schools of Greater Kalamazoo (CSGK) and Hackett Catholic Prep (HCP) 
are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Paul Dull as the high school’s next 
Principal, for the 2021-2022 academic year.  

Religious Education News 
 

Fall will be here before we know it and we are looking forward to 
everyone's safe return to our in-person religious education clas-
ses.  Families please register your child/ren by going to the St. Am-
brose website stambroseparchment.com or Facebook page St. Am-
brose Parish - Parchment.  If you need further assistance please 
email stambroseedu@gmail.com.  Through scripture, God teaches 
us about His character and His will for us, His children, and our lives. 
God established the essential doctrines through His Holy Word.   
 

The Religious Education Program is also looking for catechists to 
teach our youth. If you are interested in volunteering your time, 
please email stambroseedu@gmail.com.  God shows us how to live 
through His laws such as the Ten Commandments and also through 
the perfect life of Jesus Christ.  Please come and share the talents 
that God has given you to support and grow the lives of our youth! 

Financial 
Stewardship 
7/18/2021 
Budgeted Weekly Collection Goal ........................... $6,562.00 
 

Sunday Collection  ................................................... $3,352.35 
Peter’s Pence  .............................................................. $10.00 
Sister Parish ............................................................... $100.00 
Tuition Sister Parish ................................................... $250.00 
 
  

Forward in Faith Parish Support Fund 
The Diocese of Kalamazoo established this fund to generate 
immediate funding to provide financial relief for parishes 
during the Coronavirus pandemic crisis. All donations go 
directly to your parish. For more information go to   
diokzoo.org/parish-fund.  Acknowledgements are sent by the 
Diocese at the time of  donation.  

Food Lift Needs 
• Paper Towels    ●  Jelly    ●  Boxed Potatoes    ●  Noodles 
•   Canned Meals   ●  Laundry Soap     ●  Helper Meals  

●  Crackers  ●  Spaghetti Sauce    ●  Kleenex      ●  Soup    
● Toilet Paper      ● Canned Beans      ●  Canned Fruit  

    ● Peanut Butter    ●  Canned Chicken     ●  Tuna     ● Cereals         
● Pasta    ●  Mac & Cheese    ●   Frosting  ●   Cake Mixes 

●  Paper Bags without Handles    

Parish Activities 
Sunday, July 25 
 1:00 p.m. SOS—Zoom  
 Noon Food Lift Delivery  
Monday, July 26 
 Noon Bulletin Items for 8/1/2021 Due 
Tuesday, July 27 
 7:00 p.m. NA - Parish Activity Center - Hall 
Sunday, August 1 
 1:00 p.m. SOS - Zoom  

Protecting God’s Children 
Adults who wish to help with the youth of the parish are required to attend 
a “Live Training Session” and complete a Criminal Background report before 
participating in any programs involving the youth.  
 

To sign up for a session, go to the Diocesan Website and click on “Safe 
Environment”. Follow the directions to the Virtus website. Turn in Criminal 

Background Check forms to the Rectory Office.   

The Prayer Line  
This ministry is a telephone chain of volunteers that are contacted and 
asked to pray for the needs of any person requesting this help. By con-
tacting Marilyn Thornburg (343-2306, please leave a message if I can’t get 
to the phone) at home or through the Rectory Office (385-4152). All re-
quests to the prayer line are confidential. If you would like to become a 
prayer team member please call Marilyn.  

Our Doors are Open 
 

While restrictions on masks and social distancing have been 
lifted,  St Ambrose will continue to  enhance its means of com-
munication and helping our parishioners return to our celebra-
tion of the Mass. The 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass and the 9:00 
a.m. Sunday Mass can still be viewed “live” on the internet. You 
can access the live streaming through Facebook (St. Ambrose 
Parish - Parchment - Home | Facebook), Parish Website St. 
Ambrose Parish - Parchment, MI (stambroseparchment.com), 
or the Diocesan Web-site (diokzoo.org).   

SOS – Sharing Our Spirituality 
 

All are welcome to join us on ZOOM on Sundays at 1:00 pm. To par-
ticipate contact Paul Rahn (Pdrahn@charter.net) for Zoom meeting.  

Have You Moved? 

Please let the Rectory Office know. Don ‘t miss out on our 
Summer newsletter, information about our Religious Educa-
tion Program or the latest copy of Southwest Michigan Catho-
lic Magazine.  

Funeral Luncheons 
 

It has been a St Ambrose tradition to provide a luncheon for 
the family and friends of deceased members. Now that the 
Covid 19 restrictions are being lifted we would like to resume 
that tradition.  Our volunteer lists for those who would be will-
ing to provide food or serve the meal  is outdated. If you would 
like to help in this much appreciated service, please contact 
Marilyn at 269-343-2306 and leave a message.  Thank you.  
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Corner East G & Mt. Olivet

Quality & Personal Service

WISSER'S
SERVICE

3 8 1 - 2 9 0 9

Starters • Alternators
Tune-Ups • Brakes • Etc.

Catholic Director

Traditional &
Modern Facilities
6080 Stadium Dr.

375-2900
etzlerLifeStory.com

349-2601
3832 West F Ave.

Sprinkling Systems Installed
Snow Plowing

DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • MAINTENANCE

DeYOUNG
LANDSCAPE SERVICE

“Pizza Works”

269-342-8838

Locally Owned and Operated

618 N RIVERVIEW
PARCHMENT

Parchment’s best
quality pizza

ELECTRIC COMPANY

www.hi-techelectric.net
839 Lenox Ave l Portage, MI 49024

Residential
Commercial
& Industrial

Electrical Services

Generator Service
Network Cabling

Access Control
IT & Security Services

24/7 Emergency Service
(800) 968-1155

269-685-6854
218 N MAIN ST., PLAINWELL

Great Used Cars & Tr

View online at www.jimkoestner.net

Redmond Funeral Home

 2300 East G Ave.
 Parchment
349-7735

www.redmondfuneralhomes.net

4100 S Westnedge
Kalamazoo
343-6156

MARTHA L. REDMOND

Serving Families with Dignity 
and Grace Since 1934
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