
1628 East G Avenue 
Parchment, Michigan 49004 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday ................................... 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Friday……………………………………………………………….10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Parish Contacts 
Rectory & Parish Office............................................... (269) 385-4152 
Parish E-Mail ............................... ...parishoffice@stambrosepmi.com 
Parish Web Site .............................. www.stambroseparchment.com 
Religious Education .......................  religioused@stambrosepmi.com 
Music Director………………………..  musicdirector@stambrosepmi.com 
Religious Education Message Line  ………….……………..(269) 343-0099 
Fax .............................................................................. (269) 385-2527 
Prayer Line…………………………………….…………..Rectory (269) 385-4152 
Prayer Line—Marilyn Thornburg…………………….……… (269) 343-2306 

Our bulletin, with the weekly insert, can be found on our website 
at:  stambroseparchment.com 

Mission Statement 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit 
 to develop a family of faith in Christ, 

 the people of St. Ambrose Parish 
 embrace Christ’s call to know, love, and serve God 

 within our hearts, in our homes,  
and in our world community.  

Father Albert Kemboi, Parish Priest  
Monsignor Michael Hazard,  
Senior Priest in Residence 

Chaplain for Kalamazoo Health Care  
 

Pastoral Staff 
Deacon Hal Bohan 
Janet Ouellette-Westra, Administrative Assistant/
Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator  
Beth McElhone, Director of Music Ministry 
Eileen Rutten, RCIA 
Phuong Nguyen, Religious Education Coordinator 
Schedule of Masses 
Friday ........... …………………………………………..9:15 AM 
Saturday Evening……………………….. ........... .5:00 PM  
(Live Streamed) 
Sunday…………………………………………………....9:00 AM   
(Live Streamed)  
………………………………………………………...…..11:15 AM 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM 
Anytime:  By Appointment, call 269-385-4152. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Call Parish Office at 269-385-4152 for arrangements. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples are to make arrangements at least six months 
prior to marriage. Call the Parish Office, 269-385-4152, to 
schedule. 

Our Doors are Open! 
We encourage everyone to return to Mass in person if 
able, but if you are not able, St. Ambrose will continue to  
enhance its means of communication to help our parish-
ioners return to our celebration of the Mass. The 5:00 PM 

Saturday Mass and the 9:00 AM Sun-
day Mass can be viewed “live” on the 
internet. Access the live streaming 
through Facebook (St. Ambrose Parish 
- Parchment - Home | Facebook), Par-
ish Website St. Ambrose Parish - 
Parchment,MI  
stambroseparchment.com), or the 

Diocesan Web-site (diokzoo.o ).   

Home, Business, Car Blessing 
Do you need a blessing? Whether you just bought a new 
home, just moved, or you want to have your home, apart-
ment, business, car, etc., blessed, a member of our clergy 
will come out to your home and bless it.  
For more information please see this article 
by Aleteia: https://aleteia.or /
cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless
-your-new-home/  
Email: stambroseparchment@gmail.com or 
call 269.385.4152 to schedule your blessing!  

mailto:stambroseparchment@gmail.com
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
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Scripture Readings 
Fri. 1/6 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147: 12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 

1:7-11
Sat. 1/7 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 & 6a & 9b; Jn 

2:1-11
Sun. 1/8 The Epiphany of the Lord

Is 60:1-6 ; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-
3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Mon. 1/9 The Baptism of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 
3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17

Tues. 1/10 Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-28
Wed. 1/11 Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29

-39
Thurs. 1/12 Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45
Fri. 1/13 Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 & 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-

12
Sat. 1/14 Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sun. 1/15 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1 Cor 1:1-3; 
Jn 1:29-34

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Dear Beloved Parishioners!

Today, we solemnly celebrate the feast of “The Epiphany 
of the Lord,” and this is the last Sunday of the Christmas 
season. The word “Epiphany” comes from the Greek
word ‘Epiphania’ meaning ‘revelation,’ or ‘manifestation.’ 
According to the tradition, “The Epiphany of the 
Lord” signifies - specifically the manifestation of the 
Christ child to the entire world. The feast is based on one 
of the most enigmatic stories in the New Testament,
of the visit of the Magi (Wise Men though I may call them 
seekers), shortly after the birth of Jesus, reported in the 
Gospel of Matthew: “Magi from the east came to Jerusa-
lem and asked, ‘where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him.’” The Magi followed the star 
which led them to Bethlehem. There they found the 
Christ child, did him homage and presented him gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Dear Family of Faith, what about us? What do we choose 
to give Jesus as we find ourselves one week into this new 
year? Even when we take down our Christmas decora-
tions and put everything away for another year, we need 
to remember that in this New Year, we’re beginning 
another chapter in our own Pilgrimage of Faith. What can 
we learn from these Wise Persons---these Seekers of the 
Truth--- to help us make this New Year happy and 
blessed? I’m sure we don’t have gold, frankincense or 
myrrh to offer the Child Jesus; I’m also sure that’s not 
what the Christ Child would even want from us. What I’m 
pretty sure this Child, Who is our Savior, wants from us is 
the one thing that is uniquely ours to give----and that is 
our free will. Every time we freely choose to give Jesus 
our Heart---every time we freely choose to give Him the 
right choices we make in favor of living a virtuous life 
rather than a sinful one----every time we freely choose 
to show mercy to those who have offended us, or to be 
just in our dealings with our neighbor, or to be truly 
charitable and loving in the ways we reach out to those
in need, we are giving Jesus a greater treasure than 
these fine gifts of gold, frankincense or myrrh. When we 
choose to live lives of Joyful and Courageous Faith, and 
humbly prostrate ourselves to submit to following God’s 
Will in our daily lives, we give him all that matters to Him.

Christmas and Epiphany make all the difference in the 
world, and they remain the greatest Cause of our Joy, 
and the best GOOD NEWS in the history of humanity. If 
we can give this dear Christ Child, our Savior and the Sav-
ior of all the World, the precious Gift of following Him
faithfully, courageously and joyfully in the midst of the 
“darkness” around us; if we can continue living in the 
“Present”, knowing that Jesus is with us, and staying with 
us always, this will be a truly Happy and Blessed New 
Year!

May we be that bright star for others, drawing our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors to him so that they too may 
find the treasure we know in the Lord.

In Christ,

Fr. Albert and Msgr. Mike

Mass Intentions
Fri. 1/6
9:15 AM †Gloria Murphy

Req. by Kathy Hageman
†William “Bill” Dereski
Req. by St. Ambrose

Sat. 1/7
5:00 PM †Deceased Members of the Kwitu Family

Req. by Irene Walunya Goodlow
†Deceased Members of the St. Ambrose 
Music Family 
Love, Sue

Sun. 1/8
9:00 AM †Joseph Nguyen Thai

Req. by Phuong Nguyen
11:15 AM †Sue and †Dick Binder

Req. by Ruth Anne Prentice
Dennis J. Ouellette
Req. by Janet Ouellette-Westra

Fri. 1/13
9:15 AM †Dick Dunn

Req. by St. Ambrose
Sat. 1/14
5:00 PM †Holy Souls in Purgatory

Req. by Irene Walunya Goodlow
Sun. 1/15
9:00 AM †Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Req. by St. Ambrose
11:15 AM †Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Req. by St. Ambrose

Masses are available to request special intentions such as birthdays, 
anniversaries and remembrance of deceased loved ones. To 
accommodate more timely requests, we have increased the number 
of intentions per Mass. Please call the office to schedule Masses at 
269-385-4152. A $10.00 Mass stipend is customary which can be 
dropped in the collection basket or mailed to the office. Thank you.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



UPCOMING: 

Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s):  Are you looking for a renewed sense 
of purpose and belonging in the New Year? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in 
DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of Lansing), on  
Feb 24-26, 2023. Take a chance and get involved...you won’t regret it! 
Cost is $215 for meals and a single room. Visit 
www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call 
586.770.1772 for details. 

Once in a Blue Moon Garage Sale March 10 and 
11, 2023—Drop off your donations for this sale 
to benefit St. Augustine Cathedral School on  
Saturday, January 14, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM, or 
Saturday, February 11, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM be-
hind the Crowley Center next to the school. Do-
nations are tax-deductible and receipts are avail-
able. Questions? Call the school at 269.349.1945. 

Diocese of Kalamazoo Caregivers Connection—Now meeting at 2:00 
PM! Are you a caregiver for someone with a disability? Do you feel 

alone or overwhelmed? You are invited to a 
virtual gathering on the first Sunday of the 
month (when date falls on a holiday weekend 
we move to the second Sunday) from 2:00 PM 
to 3:00 PM on Zoom. The focus is to build rela-
tionships, share faith and experiences, and cre-
ate a supportive community. To learn more or to 
register go to https://diokzoo.org/caregivers or 

contact Lisa Irwin at the Catholic Charities Diocese of Kalamazoo at 
269.381.9800 x 227 or by email at lisairwin@ccdok.org. Zoom link will 
be sent to those who register. 

Aquinas Colleges and The Diocese of Kalamazoo offer three opportuni-
ties for post traditional learners to access 50% tuition reduction in any 
course of study. Learn more at diokzoo.org/bulletin-announcements. 

Job Opening at the Diocese—Foundation Director—The Diocese of 
Kalamazoo seeks a dynamic, mission-driven Foundation Director. A 
complete job description may be found at diokzoo.org/employment. 

The Congregation of St. Joseph sisters are looking for a 
volunteer to help with fixing rips and hemming pairs of 
pants. Please contact Pam, Coordinator of Community 

Life, at Congregation of St. Joseph, Nazareth Cen-
ter, 2929 Nazareth Rd., Kalamazoo, MI  49048, 
269-492-9382.

Sunday-By-Sunday 

Tuesdays, at 1:00 PM, in the Rectory 
Chapel. Please call Gail Russell at 
269.349.6120 for more information.  
All are welcome!  
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 to Your Parish! 

If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simp-

ly have questions about our parish, please fill out the 

form below and drop it in the collection basket or mail it 

to the Church Office:  1628 East G Avenue, Parchment, 

MI  49004 

NAME__________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________ 

CITY/ZIP________________________________________ 

PHONE_________________________________________ 

EMAIL_________________________________________ 

 I would like to enroll as an active member. 

 Please change my address to the one shown above. 

 I would like to learn more about parish activities. 

 I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

 I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill 

Catholic who is not currently being visited: 

___________________________________________ 

 I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation 

to the priesthood or religious life. 

REMEMBER ME 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
4/16/27—12/31/22 

“In light of the hour of judgment, the grace 

of being a Christian becomes all the more 

clear to me. It grants me knowledge, and indeed friendship, 

with the judge of my life, and thus allows me to pass confi-

dently through the dark door of death. In this regard, I am 

constantly reminded of what John tells us at the beginning of 

the Apocalypse: he sees the Son of Man in all his grandeur 

and falls at his feet as though dead. Yet He, placing his right 

hand on him, says to him: ‘Do not be afraid! It is I…’ (cf. Rev 

1:12-17) 

- †Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2929+Nazareth+Rd.+%0D%0A+Kalamazoo,+MI%C2%A0+49048?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2929+Nazareth+Rd.+%0D%0A+Kalamazoo,+MI%C2%A0+49048?entry=gmail&source=g


The Way 

The Way is a free and easy-to-use online faith-formation 

program designed to provide an 

innovation solution for any fami-

ly to learn, pray and live the faith 

together. Lessons are available 

for 1st through 8th grade stu-

dents with additional resources 

for those who want to learn 

more about a certain subject. 

Access this diocesan created program and learn more at 

diokzoo.org/theway . 

St. Ambrose Bible Study 

 
Monday nights in the Rectory Chapel at 7:00 
PM. Come join us! 

Planning to get married in 2023? 

The Joy-Filled Marriage process is a comprehensive marriage prepa-

ration program rooted in virtues as well as Theology of the Body. 

The program incorporates rich Catholic theology with sound psy-

chology. 2023 Dates:  January 7-8, March 25-26, 

May 6-7, June 10-11 (in Spanish), September 16-

17. To register, visit diokzoo.org/marriage-

preparation. 

Music Corner 

 
Like to play an instrument or sing? 
Come and join our St. Ambrose 
choir! Our choir practice is on 
Thursday’s at 6:00 PM in the 
church. Hope to see you there!  
 
Beth McElhone  
musicdirector@stambrosepmi.com) 

Our Facebook Page 

Pease like, share and subscribe to help us 
spread God’s word throughout the land. 

“When the church stops crying, it 
is dying.”  

Father Albert’s Friend 

Hearing Assistance  

   Now Available! 

If you would like to use a digital hear-

ing assistance device for the Mass, 

please see an Usher for assistance. 

Thank you. 

REMEMBER ME 

Ben Tanis 
6/8/51—12/27/22 

 Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

A private service was held at Nazareth Center Chapel. 
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/kalamazoo/name/

ben-tanis-obituary?id=38506484 

Thank you to all of our wonderful 
choir members (children and adult) 
who sang and played for us during 
our Christmas Celebrations!  It was 
truly wonderful! Thank you too to 
Beth for pulling it all together!  
 

Thank you also to our children, their teachers and parents 
for the great job on the Christmas Pageant! You did a great 
job! Thank you Phuong for your hard work! 
 
We are very grateful for your time and commitment to our 
Parish. May God Bless You All! 
 
Father Albert and Father Mike 

2023 



12/25/2022 Parish 
Stewardship—Thank you! 

Weekly Goal.........................$  6,562.00 
Weekly Actual Collection..…$ 8,607.00 
(total includes the following): 

First Offering……………………………………………..$   95.00 
Food Lift…………………………………………..………..$   50.00 
Religious Retirement…………………………………$     130.00 
Sister Parish General  Collection………………..$     100.00 
Christmas………………………...………………….……$    5,075.00 

Food Lift Needs: 

   Mashed Potatoes   Kleenex 

   Cake Mixes   Laundry Soap 

   Canned Chicken    Mac & Cheese 

   Canned Corn   Noodles 

   Canned Fruit   Paper Bags without Handles 

   Canned Pasta Meals   Paper Towels 

   Canned Green Beans   Pasta 

   Cereal   Peanut Butter 

   Crackers   Soup 

   Frosting    Spaghetti Sauce 

   Helper Meals   Toilet Paper 

   Jelly   Tuna 

Religious Education News 

Happy New Year! 

January 8th - No Religious 
Ed Classes/No Donuts 
January 15th—Religious Ed 

Classes/Donuts resume. Children's Mass 
is this Sunday. 

Vanco App Instant Giving 
Use this QR code to give instantly to St. 

Ambrose or download the Vanco app. 

Thank you! 

Food Lift Delivery Dates—2023 
If you know of anyone within the Parchment area who 
may need food assistance, please call the office at 
269.385.4152. 

January 22 February 19 March 12 
April 2 May 7 June 11 
July 16 August 20 September 17 
October 15 November 19 December 17 

Words of Life 
“Through the Incarnation and birth 

of Christ, God reveals to us the dig-

nity of all human life. Human life, 

as a gift of God, is sacred and invio-

lable. The Son of God has united himself with every 

human being and desires for us to share eternal life 

with him...Each of us is made in the image and like-

ness of God, and we reflect his glory in the world.” 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Thank you to everyone who donated, 
packed, shopped and delivered for our  
St. Ambrose Giving Tree. It was a huge 
success! The residents at Plainwell Pines 
and our Food Lift families thank you very 
much! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Corner East G & Mt. Olivet

Quality & Personal Service

WISSER'S
SERVICE

3 8 1 - 2 9 0 9

Starters • Alternators
Tune-Ups • Brakes • Etc.

349-2601
3832 West F Ave.

Sprinkling Systems Installed
Snow Plowing

DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • MAINTENANCE

DeYOUNG
LANDSCAPE SERVICE

ELECTRIC COMPANY

www.hi-techelectric.net
839 Lenox Ave l Portage, MI 49024

Residential
Commercial
& Industrial

Electrical Services

Generator Service
Network Cabling

Access Control
IT & Security Services

24/7 Emergency Service
(800) 968-1155

269-685-6854
218 N MAIN ST., PLAINWELL

Great Used Cars & Tr

View online at www.jimkoestner.net

Redmond Funeral Home

 2300 East G Ave.
 Parchment
349-7735

www.redmondfuneralhomes.net

4100 S Westnedge
Kalamazoo
343-6156

MARTHA L. REDMOND

Serving Families with Dignity 
and Grace Since 1934

Please thank our 
sponsors above for 

their continued
 support

No duty is more 
urgent than that of 
returning thanks.

~St. Ambrose

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650101
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650687
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650190
http://myParishApp.com

