
1628 East G Avenue 
Parchment, Michigan 49004 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday ................................... 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Friday……………………………………………………………….10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Parish Contacts 
Rectory & Parish Office............................................... (269) 385-4152 
Parish E-Mail ............................... ...parishoffice@stambrosepmi.com 
Parish Web Site .............................. www.stambroseparchment.com 
Religious Education .......................  religioused@stambrosepmi.com 
Music Director………………………..  musicdirector@stambrosepmi.com 
Religious Education Message Line  ………….……………..(269) 343-0099 
Fax .............................................................................. (269) 385-2527 
Prayer Line…………………………………….…………..Rectory (269) 385-4152 
Prayer Line—Marilyn Thornburg…………………….……… (269) 343-2306 

Our bulletin, with the weekly insert, can be found on our website 
at:  stambroseparchment.com 

Mission Statement 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit 
 to develop a family of faith in Christ, 

 the people of St. Ambrose Parish 
 embrace Christ’s call to know, love, and serve God 

 within our hearts, in our homes,  
and in our world community.  

Father Albert Kemboi, Parish Priest  
Monsignor Michael Hazard,  
Senior Priest in Residence 

Chaplain for Kalamazoo Health Care  
 

Pastoral Staff 
Deacon Hal Bohan 
Janet Ouellette-Westra, Administrative Assistant/
Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator  
Beth McElhone, Director of Music Ministry 
Eileen Rutten, RCIA 
Phuong Nguyen, Religious Education Coordinator 
Schedule of Masses 
Friday ........... …………………………………………..9:15 AM 
Saturday Evening……………………….. ........... .5:00 PM  
(Live Streamed) 
Sunday…………………………………………………....9:00 AM   
(Live Streamed)  
………………………………………………………...…..11:15 AM 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday .................................... 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM 
Anytime:  By Appointment, call 269-385-4152. 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Call Parish Office at 269-385-4152 for arrangements. 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples are to make arrangements at least six months 
prior to marriage. Call the Parish Office, 269-385-4152, to 
schedule. 

Our Doors are Open! 
We encourage everyone to re-
turn to Mass in person if able, but 
if you are not able, St. Ambrose 
will continue to  enhance its 
means of communication to help 
our parishioners return to our 
celebration of the Mass. The 5:00 
PM Saturday Mass and the 9:00 

AM Sunday Mass can be viewed “live” on the internet. 
Access the live streaming through Facebook (St. Ambrose 
Parish - Parchment - Home | Facebook), Parish Website St. 
Ambrose Parish - Parchment,MI stambroseparch-
ment.com), or the Diocesan Web-site (diokzoo.o ).   

Home, Business, Car 
Blessing 

Do you need a blessing? 
Whether you just bought a new 
home, just moved, or you want 
to have your home, apartment, 
business, car, etc., blessed, a 
member of our clergy will come 
out to your home and bless it. For more information 
please see this article by Aleteia: https://aleteia.org/
cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-
home/ Email: stambroseparchment@gmail.com or call 
269.385.4152 to schedule your blessing!  

mailto:stambroseparchment@gmail.com
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
https://aleteia.org/cp1/2020/09/18/why-its-important-to-bless-your-new-home/
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Scripture Readings 
Fri. 2/3 Memorial of St Blaise, Bishop

Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; Mk 6:14-29
Sat. 2/4 Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mk 

6:30-34
Sun. 2/5 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 
5:13-16

Mon. 2/6 Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, 
Martyrs
Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 12, 24 & 35c; 
Mk 6:53-56

Tues. 2/7 Gn 1:20 ‑‑.2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13
Wed. 2/8 Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30; 

Mk 7:14-23
Thurs. 2/9 Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30
Fri. 2/10 Memorial of Saint Scholastica, Virgin

Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37
Sat. 2/11 Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-

10
Sun. 2/12 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 
Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37

5th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A 2023

Dear Parishioners,

The world teaches us to stand out, to be noticed. Almost 
in contrast, Jesus gives us the example of salt:  to be lost, 
with not even a visible trace left behind, but with tre-
mendous and palpable impact. Salt turns something in-
sipid into something flavorful and delicious. So many 
around us are going through life depressed and despond-
ent; living insipid lives filled with darkness and gloom. 
Can I take a moment today and ask the Holy Spirit to
show me someone into whose life I could add salt and 
light? And then do it again tomorrow? And the day after, 
until it becomes a habit and a way of life for me. Both the
readings also show the 
need to add flavor to the 
lives of others – not only 
by our deeds but also by 
speaking of the cross of 
Christ. Not for me to be 
praised or to stand out, 
but to glorify our Abba 
Father!

Guess what? Lent begins in less than 20 days from today! 
Most of us don’t get as excited about Lent as we do at 
the beginning of Advent and Christmas. Yet the
upcoming season of Lent is always a great occasion for us 
to look at our interior spiritual life.

The beginning of Lent, February 22, is also the time that 
your priests can start using a new prayer for the celebra-

tion of confession. A new, re-
vised book for the Sacrament of 
Penance has been published and 
copies for the parish are already 
here with us. Similar to the re-
vised Missal that was put into 
use over 10 years ago, there are 
a few words that are going to be 
changed. Most notably, some of 
the words in the prayer of abso-
lution that the priest uses will be 
different.

We are definitely going to ease into this transition as we 
have a few weeks to get used to this before all priests 
have to start using the 
new form on Divine Mer-
cy Sunday. Thankfully, 
there are not as many 
changes to the prayers as 
we had in the missal tran-
sition. But we will also 
have some additional 
options and other re-
sources to choose from 
for our penance services. Msgr. Mike and I will take some 
time to introduce you to a few of these changes as we 
start to incorporate them during confessions in Lent.

May God bless you all!

Fr. Albert and Msgr. Mike

Mass Intentions
Fri. 2/3
9:15 AM The Muller Family

Req. by Kathryn Muller
Sat. 2/4
5:00 PM †Arlene Hageman

Req. by Kathy Hageman
†Betty Jane MacKay
Req. by Geri  Crookston

Sun. 2/5
9:00 AM †Joseph Nguyen Van Hao

Req. by Phuong Nguyen
†Donald J. Himschoot
Req. by John and Carol King

11:15 AM †Daniel Joseph Caswell
Req. by The Barbara Caswell Family

Fri. 2/10
9:15 AM †Donald J. Himschoot

Req. by John and Carol King
Sat. 2/11
5:00 PM †Holy Souls in Purgatory

Req. by Irene Walunya Goodlow
Sun. 2/12
9:00 AM †Ben Tanis

Req. by Shirley Creamer
†Paul and †Betty Straus
Req. by Shirley Creamer

11:15 AM †James and †Betty Jane Mackay
Req. by Katherine O’Bryan
Paulette Turbide (Birthday)
Req. by Janet Ouellette-Westra

Masses are available to request special intentions such as birthdays, 
anniversaries and remembrance of deceased loved ones. To accommodate 
more timely requests, we have increased the number of intentions per 
Mass. Please call the office to schedule Masses at 269-385-4152. A $10.00 
Mass stipend is customary which can be dropped in the collection basket 
or mailed to the office. Thank you.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



UPCOMING: 

 

The Church in Africa, Central and Eastern Europe and Latin America 

(Three Churches) second collection will be held this weekend, February 

5, 2023. We thank you for your generosity. 

 

13-Week Grief Share Program:  On Tuesday, February 21st, 2023, from 

6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, St. Catherine of Siena 

Parish, 1150 W Centre Avenue, Portage, MI  

49024,, will begin the 13-week Grief Share 

Program. This is for anyone who has lost a 

loved one and is seeking to learn more about 

how to successfully navigate the grief journey. 

The registration fee for this program is $20.00 and includes the work-

book which is ordered on-line at the time of registration. Register 

online at:  wwwgriefshare.org. St. Catherine’s entries will come up if 

you enter zip 49024. If you have any questions about the program, 

please contact Paula White, program leader, at 269.330.3762 or 

pwhitenyc@mac.com 

 

Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s):  Are you looking for a renewed sense 
of purpose and belonging in the New Year? Register today for a life-
changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in 

DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of Lansing), 
on Feb 24-26, 2023. Take a chance and 
get involved...you won’t regret it! Cost is 
$215 for meals and a single room. Visit 
www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail re-
flect.michigan@gmail.com, or call 
586.770.1772 for details. 

 

The Diocesan Confirmation Retreat:  The Diocesan Confirmation Re-
treat will be held on Saturday, March 18, 2023 at St. Philip Parish in 
Battle Creek. The day begins at 9:30 AM and will include the Celebra-
tion of Mass at 4:30 PM to end the day. This is for any confirmation 
group and costs $35 per person. Please see the diocese website for 
more information as well as the necessary online and printable forms at 
diokzoo .org/confirmationretreat. SPONSORS NEEDED. PLEASE CALL 
THE OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR ONE OF OUR KIDS FOR 
THIS RETREAT! 

The Kalamazoo Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women invites all of our sisters in Christ to en-
counter Jesus in a deeper way through the Eu-
charist, Reconciliation, and More. A Lenten Re-
treat will be held at St. Augustine Cathedral and 
The Crowley Center on Saturday, March 18, 
2023, from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM. The cost to register is just $25 per per-
son, which includes lunch and will help us cover our costs. To register, 
email KDCCW Treasurer Ann Vrablic at annie.vroom@gmail.com or call 
517.812.3727. Please mail your registration check by March 1st to Ann 
Vrablic at 387 Progress Drive, Coldwater, MI 49036.  

Diocesan Synod is Underway:  As you may know planning is underway 
for  our first-ever Diocesan Synod. Our Synod theme is “Priestly Life 
and Ministry.” Parishes will be hosting listening sessions much like 

those that were held for the Synod on Synodal-
ity. To provide the opportunity to all in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo, we are also offering the 
convenience of completing online surveys. 
There are two options:  an essay or a short 
answer survey to complete. For more infor-
mation or to fill out a survey, visit di-
okzoo.org./diocesan-synod. 
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Our Facebook Page 

 

Pease like, share and subscribe to 
help us spread God’s word through-
out the land. 

 to Your Parish! 

If you would like to enroll, change your address, or simp-

ly have questions about our parish, please fill out the 

form below and drop it in the collection basket or mail it 

to the Church Office:  1628 East G Avenue, Parchment, 

MI  49004 

NAME__________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________ 

CITY/ZIP________________________________________ 

PHONE_________________________________________ 

EMAIL_________________________________________ 

 I would like to enroll as an active member. 

 Please change my address to the one shown above. 

 I would like to learn more about parish activities. 

 I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

 I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill 

Catholic who is not currently being visited: 

___________________________________________ 

 I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation 

to the priesthood or religious life. 

National Marriage Week Feb. 7-14 

Prayer for  

Married Couples 
Almighty and eternal God, 
You blessed the union of mar-
ried couples so that they might 
reflect the union of Christ 
with his Church: 
look with kindness on them. 
Renew their marriage covenant, 
increase your love in them, 
and strengthen their bond of 
peace so that, with their chil-
dren, they may always rejoice in the gift of your blessing. 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Music Corner 

"To sing is to pray twice." St Augustine 
 
Pretty soon our worldwide Church community 
will be celebrating the central events of our 
faith: the death and resurrection and glorifica-
tion of Jesus.  Here at St. Ambrose, we celebrat-
ed his birth among us with beautiful arrange-

ments of music and flowers and young Christians in a Christmas 
pageant.  And we hope to make our Lent and Easter celebrations 
just as wonderful. Coming together and praying together is a won-
derful way that we praise the Lord, and SINGING together is even 
better!  When we sing, we pray twice!   “Encourage each other 
with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in 
your hearts to the Lord.”   (Ephesians 5:19) 
 
Choir preparations towards Easter celebrations 
The 40 days of lent (beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd) 
give us time to prepare our hearts and our worship space and our 
voices for the great holy day celebrations. Easter choir at St. Am-
brose is an opportunity for any one of you to come together with 
friends and raise your voices in beautiful song.  Please consider 
participating in our Easter choir this season, by attending special 
practice at St. Ambrose on:  Thursdays at 7 pm, beginning February 
23rd in the church choir area. No experience is necessary. . . just a 
desire to praise the Lord in a musical style!  
 
This is our invitation to you to feel the joy of singing/praising God 
together with us! 
 
God bless you all! 
 Fr. Albert, Msgr. Mike, Music Director Beth 
…. and our St. Ambrose Choir Members! 

St. Ambrose Bible Study 

Monday nights in the Rectory Chapel at  
7:00 PM.  

Come join us! 

WE REMEMBER 

Larry Janssen 

6/18/37—1/22/23 

 

Please remember in your prayers 

Larry Janssen, Father of Kevin (Krista) 

Janssen and brother of Pat (Sue) 

Janssen. 

 

May his family and friends find com-

fort in the healing and saving Grace 

of our Lord. Amen. 

https://betzlerlifestory.com/

obituaries/larry-janssen.142430 

“Therefore, whoever thinks he is 

standing secure should take care 

not to fall. No trial has come to 

you but what is human. God is 

faithful and will not let you be 

tried beyond your strength; but 

with the trial he will also provide a way out, so that 

you may be able to bear it." 

 

–1 Corinthians 10:12-13  

WELCOME NEW  

PARISHIONERS 

 

We welcome  

Cheryl Watson (not 

pictured) and the 

Bruinekool  

Family—Benjamin,  

Nicole, Myles,  

Jillian and  

Stella to our parish! 

We are glad you 

are here! 

Caring Network’s  

Parish Playpen  

St. Ambrose Church will be sponsoring Caring Net-
work’s Parish Playpen during the month of February. 
Caring Network provides pro-life services for pregnant 
and parenting women and their children. Thank you for 
donating the following items for The Caring Closet: 
• Boys and Girls tops and bottoms, sizes 2T, 3T, 

4T,5T 

• Baby soap/shampoo/wipes 

• Detergent and cleaning supplies 

• Size 5, 6 diapers and wipes 
 
Thank you for being so generous! 
Visit www.ccdok.org for more in-
formation! 

“When the church stops 
crying,  

it is dying.”  
Father Albert’s Friend 



1/22/2023 

Parish Stewardship—

Thank you!

Weekly Goal.........................$  6,562.00 
Weekly Actual Collection..…..$ 5,368.92
(total includes the following):
Three Churches…………………………………….…..$       20.00
Sister Parish General  Collection………………. $         5.00
Sister Parish Tuition…………………………….…… $     330.00

Separately:
January 2023 Vanco On-Line Donations…….$ 2,163.49

Food Lift Needs:    
Mashed Potatoes Kleenex

Cake Mixes Laundry Soap

Canned Chicken   Mac & Cheese

Canned Corn Noodles

Canned Fruit Paper Bags without Handles

Canned Pasta Meals Paper Towels

Canned Green Beans Pasta

Cereal Peanut Butter

Crackers Soup

Frosting   Spaghetti Sauce

Helper Meals Toilet Paper

Jelly Tuna

Religious Education News

Our next Children’s mass will be on February 
12th at 11:15 AM. Please see your catechist to 
volunteer. Thank you!

Class Schedule
February 5—Religious Ed Classes Meet/Donuts 
& Coffee (Classroom Project—Valentines for 

Homebound)
February 12—Religious Ed Classes Meet/Donuts & Coffee—
Children’s Mass at 11:15 AM
February 19—Religious Ed Classes Meet/Donuts & Coffee 
February 26—Religious Ed Classes Meet/Donuts & Coffee 

Vanco App Instant Giving
Use this QR code to give instantly to St. Ambrose 

or download the Vanco app. Thank you!

Food Lift Delivery Dates—2023
If you know of anyone within the Parchment area who 
may need food assistance, please call the office at 
269.385.4152.
February 19 March 12

April 2 May 7 June 11

July 16 August 20 September 17

October 15 November 19 December 17

Word of Life
“A society is all the more human to the degree that it 
cares effectively for its most frail and suffering members, 
in a spirit of fraternal love. Let us strive to achieve this 
goal, so that no one will feel 
alone, excluded or aban-
doned.”

Pope Francis, Message for the 
29th World Day of the Sick 
20212020, Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana. Used with permis-
sion. All rights reserved.

Food Lift Volunteer Found!
Thank you Kathy H. for volunteering to be a Food 

Lift delivery person. We greatly appreciate it!

Thank you!

We Remember
Please remember in your prayers 
Betty Jane Mackay, widow of 
James Mackay (deceased), mother 
of Janice and Diane (Patrick) 

Hirigoyen, and parishioner, who 
passed away on January 16, 2023. 
May her family and friends be com-
forted in the knowledge of the 
Lord’s love and mercy.

Cremation has taken place. A memorial service at 
St. Ambrose and internment at Ft. Custer National 
Cemetery will be held at a later date.
https://obits.mlive.com/us/obituaries/kalamazoo/name/
betty-mackay-obituary?id=38686658

Love Grows Where People Serve.

Protecting God’s Children

The Diocese of Kalamazoo has and will continue to cooperate with 
the Michigan Attorney General’s investigation and encourages 
anyone with information related to misconduct to call the reporting 

number set up by the Michigan 
Attorney General’s office at: (844) 324
-3374 The Catholic Bishop Abuse 
Reporting Service (CBAR) has been 
established to receive reports of 
sexual abuse and related misconduct 
by bishops and to relay those reports 
to proper Church authorities for 

investigation. To make a report, visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or 
phone (800) 276-1562. When a report includes a crime, such as the 
sexual abuse of a minor, it will also be reported to civil authorities. 
Otherwise, reports will be kept confidential. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Corner East G & Mt. Olivet

Quality & Personal Service

WISSER'S
SERVICE

3 8 1 - 2 9 0 9

Starters • Alternators
Tune-Ups • Brakes • Etc.

349-2601
3832 West F Ave.

Sprinkling Systems Installed
Snow Plowing

DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • MAINTENANCE

DeYOUNG
LANDSCAPE SERVICE

ELECTRIC COMPANY

www.hi-techelectric.net
839 Lenox Ave l Portage, MI 49024

Residential
Commercial
& Industrial

Electrical Services

Generator Service
Network Cabling

Access Control
IT & Security Services

24/7 Emergency Service
(800) 968-1155

269-685-6854
218 N MAIN ST., PLAINWELL

Great Used Cars & Tr

View online at www.jimkoestner.net

Redmond Funeral Home

 2300 East G Ave.
 Parchment
349-7735

www.redmondfuneralhomes.net

4100 S Westnedge
Kalamazoo
343-6156

MARTHA L. REDMOND

Serving Families with Dignity 
and Grace Since 1934

Please thank our 
sponsors above for 

their continued
 support

No duty is more 
urgent than that of 
returning thanks.

~St. Ambrose

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650101
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650687
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10650190

