
1628 East G Avenue
Parchment, Michigan 49004

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Friday………………………………...9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Parish Contacts
Rectory & Parish Office……………………………….. ……..(269) 385-4152
Parish.E-Mail………………………….stambroseparchment@gmail.com
Parish Web Site………………………...www.stambroseparchment.com
Religious Education…………………..religioused@stambrosepmi.com
Music Director………….………….Musicdirector@stambrosepmi.com
Religious Education Message Line ……….……………..(269) 343-0099
Fax……………………………………………………..………………..(269) 385-2527
PrayerLine………………………………….…….……..Rectory (269) 385-4152
Prayer Line—Marilyn Thornburg……..………….……… (269) 501-9226

Our bulletin, with the weekly insert, can be found on our
website at: stambroseparchment.com

Mission Statement

Called by the Holy Spirit
to develop a family of faith in Christ,
the people of St. Ambrose Parish

embrace Christ’s call to know, love, and serve
God

within our hearts, in our homes,
and in our world community.

Welcome!

Whether you are
here for a day, a week, a
season, or a lifetime, we
are glad you are here!

May God Bless You!

Very Rev. Albert Kemboi, V.F.
Pastor

Very Rev. Albert Kemboi, V.F., Pastor
fatheralbertstambrose@gmail.com

Monsignor Michael Hazard,
Senior Priest in Residence
msgr.hazard@gmail.com

Chaplain for Ascension Borgess Hospital

Pastoral Staff
Marilyn Thornburg, Administrative Assistant, Bookkeeper,

Safe Environment Coordinator
Beth McElhone, Director of Music Ministry
Eileen Rutten, OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Sarah Orr, Religious Education Coordinator
Paulette Turbide, Facilities Janitorial
Sofia Rice, Part-time Office Help

Schedule of Masses
Friday ......………………………………………………………..9:15 AM
Saturday Evening……………………….. .................... .5:00 PM
(Live Streamed)
Sunday……………………………………………...…………....9:00 AM
(Live Streamed)
…………………………...…………………………….……...…..11:15 AM
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday .............................................4:00 PM - 4:45 PM
Anytime: By Appointment, call 269-385-4152.
Sacrament of Baptism
Call the Parish Office at 269-385-4152 for arrangements.
Sacrament of Marriage
Couples are to make arrangements at least six months prior
to marriage. Call the Parish Office, 269-385-4152, to
schedule.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK

Please contact the parish office at 269.385.4152 if you
wish to arrange to receive the Sacrament of the Sick.
Are you unable to attend Mass and long to receive the

Lord’s true presence in the Eucharist? Homebound
Communion visits are a cherished practice that brings
the Holy Eucharist to those who are unable to attend
Mass for a variety of reasons, both short and long
term.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in being

brought Holy Communion please reach out to us at
269.385.4152.



Know, Love and Serve Him SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat. 9/6
5:00 PM † Louis Klein

Req. by Theresa Klein
Sun. 9/7
9:00 AM † Michael Conrod

Req. by The Conrod Family

11:15 AM † Denise Clark
Req. by Fran Clark

Fri 9/12
9:15 AM † Bert Renauld

Req. by Bob Renauld
† Rosella Walsh
Req. by Devon Swiat

Sat. 9/13
5:00 PM David and Jennifer Thornburg

(25th Wedding Anniversay)
Req. by Marilyn Thornburg

Sun. 9/14
9:00 a.m. † Vincent and Marjorie Medonis

Req. by Bill and Madeine Medonis
11:15 a.m. † Barbara Dumm

Req. by Zion and Patrick Doran

Masses are available to request special intentions such as
birthdays, anniversaries and remembrance of deceased loved
ones. To accommodate more timely requests, we have increased
the number of intentions per Mass. Please call the office to
schedule Masses at 269-385-4152. A $10.00 Mass stipend is
customary which can be dropped in the collection basket or
mailed to the office, Attn: Marilyn. Thank you.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

FFoorr tthhee WWeeeekk ooff SSeepptteemmbbeerr 77,, 22002255

SSuunnddaayy TTwweennttyy--TThhiirrdd SSuunnddaayy iinn OOrrddiinnaarryy TTiimmee
Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14
and 17; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33

MMoonnddaayy FFEEAASSTT OOFF TTHHEE NNAATTIIVVIITTYY OOFF TTHHEE BBLLEESSSSEEDD
VVIIRRGGIINN MMAARRYY
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c;
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23

TTuueessddaayy MMEEMMOORRIIAALL OOFF SSAAIINNTT PPEETTEERR CCLLAAVVEERR,,
PPRRIIEESSTT
Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk
6:12-19

WWeeddnneessddaayy Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab;
Lk 6:20-26

TThhuurrssddaayy Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk
6:27-38

FFrriiddaayy 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8,
11; Lk 6:39-42

SSaattuurrddaayy MMEEMMOORRIIAALL OOFF SSAAIINNTT JJOOHHNN CCHHRRYYSSOOSSTTOOMM,,
BBIISSHHOOPP AANNDD DDOOCCTTOORR OOFF TTHHEE CCHHUURRCCHH
1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5 and 6-7;
Lk 6:43-49

SSuunnddaayy FFEEAASSTT OOFF TTHHEE EEXXAALLTTAATTIIOONN OOFF
TTHHEE HHOOLLYY CCRROOSSSS
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17

MASS
Every Friday at 9:15 AM

in the Church.
We invite you to start your weekend
off by spending some time with our

Lord.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary and
Benediction will resume on September 19, 2025

St. Ambrose

Scripture Study

On Mondays
Parish Activity Center
Room 5 7:00 p.m.

THANK YOU BULLETIN ADVERTISERS
Please frequent our advertisers as their advertisements support
this publication for our Parish. If you would like to advertise your
business or service please call 269.226.0064 (Diocesan Publica-
tions). We want to get our back page filled with advertisers! Please
pray for our success!

Sponsor in the Spotlight: HI-TECH
Electric Company

STEWARDSHIP
Jesus tells the crown that only those who renounce
all of their possessions can be His disciples. Is
He asking us to give up everything? Perhaps in-
stead He is trying to help us see that everything
we think we own is really a gift from God. Good
stewards know that and strive to use those gifts
accountably.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Stewardship

Weekly Goal ………...……….$ 7,854.14

Weekly Actual
Sunday, August 31, 2025
Sunday Collection……… $5,462.05
Assumption……………........ .$10.00
Gaza Crisis Relief…….....$2,356.00

VANCO APP
INSTANT
GIVING

Save Time
and

Postage!
Use this QR
code to give
instantly to

St. Ambrose or

ST AMBROSE PAVER ORDER FORM

Enclosed is my contribution for the Mary Garden paver
at St. Ambrose Parish.

NAME________________________________________

EMAIL ADRESS________________________________

CELL PHONE:___________________________________

$75.00 Contribution = One 4”x8” Brick
Engraved with up to 3 lines of 14 characters each. Print
CLEARLY in upper case letters exactly how you would
like the engraving to appear on you brick. One character
per space and one space between words. (spaces count as
characters)

Make checks payable to: St. Ambrose Church

Put in collection basket with your order form or mail to:
St. Ambrose Catholic Church

1628 East G Avenue
Parchment, Michigan 49004

To order more than one brick, use additional forms that are
in the vestibule of the church.

23RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, YEAR 9/7/2025
THEME: WHAT SHALL I GIVE UP?
Dear Beloved Parishioners,

Today’s Gospel puts in the starkest terms what is re-
quired of those who want to be disciples of Jesus in any
generation, and all the time.

I admit, I have sometimes “hated” one or another of
my siblings, my parents and “even [my] own life.” That
was usually because they (brothers, sisters, Mom and
Pop) were “mean” to me, or in a moment when I wasn’t
happy to be me (“hate his own life”).

But that “hate” is far from what Jesus means as he
speaks to “the crowds” who were traveling with him to Je-
rusalem. Jesus is destined to die in Jerusalem: that’s why
he’s making this last trip there. And he’s warning those
followers (us) about the “cost” of being his disciple. The
earliest Christians had seen, some of them with their own
eyes, the cost to Jesus of taking that path: everything.
And they heard in these words of Jesus a warning that if
they/we follow the path to the end, it will mean that they/
we will be handing over everything (even family members,
even the all-important $tuff they/we live on, even their/our
most firmly-held opinions, even their/our bodies, for God’s
sake!).

What is Jesus communicating to us in these stark
words, and in the pair of parables (about building a tower,
about waging war) in today’s Gospel? Be prepared! This
trip to Jerusalem seems like every trip we’ve made to a
place. But to Jesus, this is the final scene of his life, the
act by which he hands over to his Father everything he
has received from God: life, love, human hopes, fears,
joys, $tuff: all of it. Be prepared! Don’t be afraid—but
don’t be caught by surprise, either.

What will we find most difficult to let go of at the end of
our lives? Some of us are already losing our hearing, mo-
bility, independence. Are these losses “things” we will
eventually no longer need—and losing them gradually,
year by year, is just a process of “paring down” so that we
won’t have such a big loss when we die? Can we find
peace in the faith that the journey to our “Jerusalem” is
the path to freedom, and fullness of life—as it was for Je-
sus?

I’m glad to be on this journey in your company. Let us
encourage one another on the way.
God bless our Parish, and God bless you.
Msgr. Mike (while Fr. Albert is away)

MMaannyy tthhaannkkss ttoo tthhee sseevveenn wwoommeenn wwhhoo
hheellppeedd ffoolldd,, ssttaapplleedd,, ssttuuffffeedd aanndd llaabbeelleedd
tthhee SSTT AAMMBBRROOSSEE FFAALLLL NNEEWWLLEETT--
TTEERR tthhiiss wweeeekk.. WWee hhooppee tthhaatt yyoouu eennjjooyy

rreeaaddiinngg iitt..

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ACTIVITIES AROUND THE DIOCESE
And something good for your soul !

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WITH MARRIED SAINTS: A
marriage enrichment retreat day presented by Craig and
Amy Dyke, will be hosted at the Crowley Center at St Au-
gustine Cathedral on November 1, 2025, cost is $25 and
includes lunch. You may register by emailing Socorro
Truchan. Please contact Socorro Truchan struch-
an@diokzoo.org or call 269-348-8714 ext. 1112 for
more information.

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:
Sunday, October 5, 2025 couples celebrating 25th, 40th,
50th LOCATION: St. Augustine Cathedral (Mass) and Fr.
Crowley Center (Reception) TIME: 2:00-4:00 PM. RSVP:
via form online here or contact Socorro: struch-
an@diokzoo.org Please feel free to reach out for any
questions or any needs you have.

CAREGIVERS CONNECTIONS Are you a caregiver for someone
with a disability? Do you sometimes feel alone or over-
whelmed? We invite you to join us for our virtual gathering to
build relationships, share experiences, and create a supportive
community. We’ll spend some time getting to know each other
and share a brief reflection on the Sunday scriptures. We gath-
er via ZOOM on the first Sunday of the month from 1 to 2 p.m.
Register online: diokzoo.org/personswithdiabilities or contact
Veronica Rodriguez at 269-349-8714, ext 1240. Email: vrodri-
guez@diokzoo.org NEXT ZOOM MEETING: September 7, 2025

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS - September 24th from 6:00 -7:30
pm at the Stanley Center of St. Catherine of Siena Parish,
1150 W. Centre Ave, Portage, MI 49024 If you would like
more information about the ongoing activities for Per-
sons with Disabilities, contact Veronica Rodriguez vrodri-
guez@dokzoo.org or 269-348-8714 ext. 1240

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER EXPERIENCES
COMING UP! Nurture your Sacrament of Marriage or Ho-
ly Orders at a Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience!
Upcoming experiences are being held Oct. 3-5 at Augus-
tine Center in Petoskey, and Nov. 21-23 at St. Paul of the
Cross Retreat Center in Detroit. Apply today
at wwme.org or contact Amy & Joe Kopacz at 517-667-
0433 for more information.

DIACONAL FORMATION: Effective immediately, the Dio-
cese of Kalamazoo will begin receiving applications for
candidates to enroll in the inquiry phase of diaconal for-
mation. Additional information including the timelines,
standards, requirements and applications can be found
on the diocesan website at www.diokzoo.org/
deaconformation.with applications due by 9/15/25.

WIDOWED FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP Wednes-
day, September 17, 2025, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Men and
women who have lost their spouses gather monthly to
share stories, grow in their faith, and support each other
by providing practical assistance in daily living, which
helps them better understand the bereavement process.

THE BLUE MASS: September 28, 2025 in St Augustine
Cathedral at 11:30 a.m.

WEEKLY PARISH ACTIVITIES

Sunday, September 7
• 9:00 AM Mass—Church
• 11:15 AM Mass— Church

Monday, September 8
• NOON Bulletin Deadline for coming week
• 7:00 PM Scripture Study SAPAC Room 5

Tuesday, September 9
• 7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous— SAPAC

Wednesday, September 10

Thursday, September 11
• 6:00 PM Choir Practice—Church

Friday, September 12
• 9:15 AM Mass-- Church
• Reunion - SAPAC
Saturday, September 13
• 4:00 PM Reconciliation—Church
• 5:00 PM Mass— Church

WELCOME to Your Parish!

If you would like to enroll, change your address, or
simply have questions about our parish, please fill
out the form below and drop it in the collection
basket or mail it to the Church Office: 1628 East G
Avenue, Parchment, MI 49004

NAME__________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________

CITY/ZIP________________________________________

PHONE_________________________________________

EMAIL_________________________________________

______I would like to enroll as an active member.
______Please change my address to the one shown above.
______I would like to learn more about parish activities.
______I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith.
______I would like to offer the name of a homebound or ill

Catholic who is not currently being visited:
________________________________________________
______I would like to speak with a priest about a vocation

to the priesthood, or religious life.
______I would like information about the Diaconal Form-

ation Program.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST AMBROSE PARISH
T-SHIRT

Boxed Potatoes Kleenex

Cake Mixes and Frosting Laundry Soap
Canned Chicken, Tuna Mac & Cheese
Canned Corn, Peas, Carrots Noodles, Spaghetti, Elbow
Canned Fruit Paper Bags without Handles
Canned Pasta Meals Paper Towels, Dish Soap
Peanut Butter Pasta—Rice A Roni
Cereal Jelly
Crackers Soup
Instant Coffee Spaghetti Sauce
Helper Meals Toilet Paper, Tooth Paste, Soap

FOOD LIFT DELIVERY DATES

September 21 October 19

November 16 December 14

Don’t be left out!! The St Ambrose Parish T-Shirt sports
the Parish Crest on the Front with the parish motto: “Love
Grows Where People Serve” on the back. The T-Shirt fea-
tures white printing on a Royal Blue background.
They come in sizes ranging from youth small to Adult 3X.
Deadline to order is September 7, 2025 for delivery
before The St Ambrose Annual Parish Picnic. The price
per t-shirt is $18.00.
Pick-up an order form in the vestibule of the church and
return through the collection basket or mail to the Rectory
Office.

OCIA
(The Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults)

Have You Ever Asked??
Who is God and how does God fit
into my life? What is the Catholic
Church; what does it believe?
If
 you are not Catholic, or
 you were baptized Catholic but not raised in

the faith or,
 you have been raised Catholic but never re-

ceived the Sacrament of Confirmation,
we invite you to enter into a process of inquiry
and exploration into the Catholic Church.
Classes will begin this Fall. At this time we will
discuss the inquiry process and future meetings.
Please let us know if you or someone you know is
interested.
Call Eileen Rutten (323-2372) or the rectory (385-
4152) for more information and leave your name,
phone number and message.

ARIMATHEAN MINISTRY
The name Arimatheans comes
from St. Joseph of Arimathea,
who tended to our Lord after
his death

Arimatheans are caring parishioners who at-
tend Funerals and Memorial Masses as repre-
sentatives of the faith community. Arimatheans
do their part in offering comfort to a grieving
family, greet guests, and answer any ques-
tions they might have.
Some people have already expressed interest
in being part of this ministry and I would like to
extend an invitation to all who might have
some interest.
WE WILL MEET IN CHURCH ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 7TH FOLLOWING THE 11:15
AM MASS. —Beth McElhone

ST AMBROSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
The success of St Ambrose Vacation Bible School has in-

spired the religious education team
to carry the "Diving Deep" theme
throughout the upcoming school
year, allowing students to continue
their spiritual journey and further ex-
plore what it means to be loved un-
conditionally by God.
This extended approach will provide
ongoing opportunities for the children
to grow in their faith and understand-

ing, building upon the strong foundation established during
their transformative time at Vacation Bible School.
The St Ambrose Religious Education Program starts
September 14. Register online today.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please thank our 
sponsors above for 

their continued
 support

No duty is more 
urgent than that of 
returning thanks.

~St. Ambrose

NOW HIRING

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Join Our Family ~  Diocesan.com/Careers

PUT  YOUR FAITH 
TO WORK.
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