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============================== 

Select the response that best describes you:: 

    269 [74.5%]: I am a lifetime Catholic 

     64 [17.7%]: I am a convert to Catholicism 

     28 [ 7.8%]: I am a revert Catholic (baptized Catholic who left the faith and have returned) 

361 Answered 0 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Your Parish: 

    361 [100.0%]: All Saints Church - Knoxville 

361 Answered 0 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Catholic School (if applicable): 

    118 [81.4%]: I am not a student, teacher or school administrator in a Catholic school 

     12 [ 8.3%]: Knoxville Catholic High School 

      8 [ 5.5%]: St. John Neumann School 

      6 [ 4.1%]: Sacred Heart Cathedral School 

      1 [ 0.7%]: St. Joseph School 

145 Answered 216 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Age: 

    134 [37.9%]: 61 - 75 

    100 [28.2%]: 46 - 60 



     60 [16.9%]: 30 - 45 

     46 [13.0%]: 76 - 90 

      8 [ 2.3%]: 18 - 29 

      6 [ 1.7%]: 12 - 17 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Gender: 

    237 [66.9%]: Female 

    117 [33.1%]: Male 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Marital Status: 

    272 [76.4%]: Married 

     53 [14.9%]: Single 

     27 [ 7.6%]: Divorced 

      4 [ 1.1%]: Living with a partner 

356 Answered 5 Skipped 

 

============================== 

Which of the following best describes you?: 

    320 [90.1%]: White or Caucasian 

     16 [ 4.5%]: Hispanic or Latino 

      6 [ 1.7%]: Multiracial or Biracial 

      6 [ 1.7%]: Asian or Pacific Islander 

      4 [ 1.1%]: A race/ethnicity not listed here 

      2 [ 0.6%]: Black or African American 

      1 [ 0.3%]: Native American or Alaskan Native 



355 Answered 6 Skipped 

 

============================== 

1) "Journeying together'' occurs in two deeply interconnected ways. First, we journey together with one 
another as the People of God. Next, we journey together as the People of God with the entire human 
family. These two perspectives enrich one another and are helpful for our common discernment 
towards deeper communion and a more fruitful mission.: 

    319 [89.4%]: Agree 

     34 [ 9.5%]: Unsure 

      4 [ 1.1%]: Disagree 

357 Answered 4 Skipped 

 

============================== 

2) Our parish has many groups and activities that allow parishioners and newcomers to feel welcome 
and involved in a community of faith.: 

    297 [83.0%]: Agree 

     33 [ 9.2%]: Unsure 

     28 [ 7.8%]: Disagree 

358 Answered 3 Skipped 

 

============================== 

3) Does the Catholic Church include ways to reach and attract people in the following groups? {You can 
select multiple answers}: 

    272 [21.4%]: Youth 

    217 [17.1%]: Young adults 

    198 [15.6%]: Elderly 

    176 [13.8%]: Members of minority communities 

    172 [13.5%]: Singles 

    130 [10.2%]: Widows / widowers 

    106 [ 8.3%]: Divorced 



1271 Answered 47 Skipped 

 

============================== 

4) Our parish has specific ways to reach out to those who are not active or have become less active in 
our parish.: 

    201 [56.5%]: Unsure 

     86 [24.2%]: Disagree 

     69 [19.4%]: Agree 
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============================== 

5) What groups or individuals, if any, do you believe the local church leaves on the margins? {You can 
select multiple answers}: 

    152 [18.8%]: LGBTQ+ 

     96 [11.9%]: Individuals experiencing homelessness 

     84 [10.4%]: Individuals with physical, intellectual, and mental disabilities 

     75 [ 9.3%]: The Church leaves no one on the margins 

     70 [ 8.7%]: Homebound individuals 

     70 [ 8.7%]: Single fathers 

     63 [ 7.8%]: Single mothers 

     49 [ 6.1%]: Unemployed individuals 

     44 [ 5.5%]: Undocumented immigrants 

     40 [ 5.0%]: Widows/Widowers 

     39 [ 4.8%]: Youth and young adults 

     25 [ 3.1%]: Seniors 
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============================== 

6) Does the local church go outside of its property to provide outreach to the marginalized?: 



    136 [38.3%]: Yes 

    104 [29.3%]: Sometimes 

     98 [27.6%]: Unsure 

     17 [ 4.8%]: No 
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============================== 

7) At our parish, people are aware of their baptismal call to reach out in faith to evangelize in their 
everyday lives as Jesus did.: 

    221 [62.1%]: Agree 

     98 [27.5%]: Unsure 

     37 [10.4%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

8) Our parish, along with the Diocese, alerts members to possibilities for dialogue by respectful listening 
and sharing of ideas and values that have to do with race, religion, human rights, immigration, the 
economy, conflict resolution and the environment.: 

    163 [46.3%]: Agree 

    118 [33.5%]: Unsure 

     71 [20.2%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

9) The local church listens to women, youth and young adults regarding their ideas and concerns.: 

    179 [50.4%]: Agree 

    125 [35.2%]: Unsure 

     51 [14.4%]: Disagree 

355 Answered 6 Skipped 

 



============================== 

10) Cultural differences, foreign languages, and political ideologies limit our ability to listen, especially to 
those who have different views than our own.: 

    206 [58.0%]: Agree 

     92 [25.9%]: Disagree 

     57 [16.1%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

11) The body of revealed truth in the Scriptures and Tradition, which the Catholic Church cannot change, 
Catholic Church Doctrine and the Catechism of the Catholic Church limits a Catholic’s ability to listen to 
those who have different views than our own.: 

    230 [65.0%]: Disagree 

     84 [23.7%]: Agree 

     40 [11.3%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

12) With regards to speaking out in the local church, I am able to speak my thoughts with courage, 
freedom, truth, and love.: 

    200 [56.7%]: Agree 

     83 [23.5%]: Unsure 

     70 [19.8%]: Disagree 

353 Answered 8 Skipped 

 

============================== 

13) Our parish encourages members to become involved in conversation and special civic projects with 
members of other faith communities to support interfaith relations and to maximize cooperation on 
causes to support the common good.: 

    144 [40.8%]: Unsure 

    125 [35.4%]: Agree 



     84 [23.8%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

14) With regard to liturgical celebrations, I attend Mass: {You can select multiple answers}: 

    286 [69.1%]: Every Sunday (including Saturday Vigil) 

     71 [17.1%]: Other (1-3 times a month) 

     45 [10.9%]: Daily 

      6 [ 1.4%]: I never attend Mass 

      6 [ 1.4%]: Only on Christmas and Easter 

414 Answered 3 Skipped 

 

============================== 

15) The Eucharist is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus (not a symbolic representation of Jesus’ 
Body and Blood).: 

    330 [92.7%]: Agree 

     16 [ 4.5%]: Unsure 

     10 [ 2.8%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

16) For me personally, the Eucharist is the source and summit of my Catholic Life.: 

    285 [80.1%]: Agree 

     40 [11.2%]: Disagree 

     31 [ 8.7%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

17) What elements of the Mass are the most important to you?  {You can select multiple answers}: 



    325 [29.8%]: Eucharist 

    267 [24.5%]: Homily 

    234 [21.4%]: Gathering and praying together as a faith community 

    147 [13.5%]: Music 

    119 [10.9%]: Silence 
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============================== 

18) Our parish offers vibrant liturgies and encourages parishioners to serve in a variety of liturgical 
ministries such as lectors, acolytes, musicians, cantors and choirs, ushers, extraordinary ministers of the 
Eucharist.: 

    312 [87.9%]: Agree 

     29 [ 8.2%]: Disagree 

     14 [ 3.9%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

19)  Mass should be celebrated in the vernacular (local language).: 

    234 [65.5%]: Agree 

    105 [29.4%]: Disagree - Those who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass should be afforded the 
opportunity to do so 

     18 [ 5.0%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

20) In our parish, we have learned how to gather input from parishioners and to help build consensus so 
that decisions about scheduling, projects, parish activities, and local priorities are not simply seen as 
“top-down” decisions.: 

    149 [42.1%]: Agree 

    148 [41.8%]: Unsure 



     57 [16.1%]: Disagree 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

21)  Clericalism arises from an elitist and exclusivist vision - which interprets the ordained ministry 
received as a power to be exercised rather than as a free and generous service to be given.: 

    134 [38.2%]: Agree 

    119 [33.9%]: Unsure 

     98 [27.9%]: Disagree 

351 Answered 10 Skipped 

 

============================== 

22) - One or more of the priests at my parish exhibits signs of clericalism.: 

    201 [57.6%]: Disagree 

     86 [24.6%]: Unsure 

     62 [17.8%]: Agree 
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============================== 

23) In our parish, we feel we are consulted in diocesan decisions to seek new ways to involve 
parishioners, to seek assistance and ideas from beyond our local community so that people have a real 
sense of ownership in what happens to them.: 

    131 [37.3%]: Unsure 

    115 [32.8%]: Agree 

    105 [29.9%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

24) Do you believe the Church has handled the sexual abuse crisis appropriately?: 

    170 [47.8%]: Sometimes 



    110 [30.9%]: No 

     54 [15.2%]: Yes 

     22 [ 6.2%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

25)  Has the sexual abuse scandal in the church caused you to stop practicing your faith?: 

    339 [95.8%]: No 

     15 [ 4.2%]: Yes 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

26) Does your parish provide faith based activities and programs that inspire our youth to be involved 
with the church?: 

    209 [58.9%]: Yes 

     93 [26.2%]: Sometimes 

     39 [11.0%]: Unsure 

     14 [ 3.9%]: No 

355 Answered 6 Skipped 

 

============================== 

27) In my parish, clergy and parish pastoral council leaders seem open to the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit, welcome it when parishioners come forth with ideas that seem Spirit-led, and find means to 
engage other members of the faith community in consideration and deliberation through communal 
discernment.: 

    170 [48.2%]: Agree 

    149 [42.2%]: Unsure 

     34 [ 9.6%]: Disagree 

353 Answered 8 Skipped 

 



============================== 

28) Members of our parish are open to appropriate change and are committed to on-going formation, 
not only personal but communal. Parishioners have a sense that their voice and their participation make 
a difference, and many are eager to be even more involved.: 

    167 [47.4%]: Agree 

    136 [38.6%]: Unsure 

     49 [13.9%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

29) I believe it is the church’s mission to receive and welcome with love and respect human persons 
from outside the United States.: 

    316 [90.0%]: Agree 

     22 [ 6.3%]: Unsure 

     13 [ 3.7%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

30)  Immigrants should be allowed to come to the USA for: {You can select multiple answers}: 

    256 [19.5%]: Should only be allowed to enter/remain if they comply with the laws of the USA 

    248 [18.9%]: Work 

    244 [18.6%]: Fleeing war/persecution/national disaster 

    243 [18.5%]: Study 

    227 [17.3%]: Reunification of family 

     96 [ 7.3%]: Other reasons 

1314 Answered 6 Skipped 

 

============================== 



31) Unaccompanied minors, children who have grown up in the states regardless of their immigrations 
status, and persons arriving as a result of trafficking, should be allowed to remain in the US and pursue a 
pathway to citizenship.: 

    250 [71.0%]: Agree 

     65 [18.5%]: Unsure 

     37 [10.5%]: Disagree 

352 Answered 9 Skipped 

 

============================== 

32)  Does the local church actively promote the care of the environment?: 

    149 [42.0%]: Yes 

     91 [25.6%]: Unsure 

     86 [24.2%]: Sometimes 

     29 [ 8.2%]: No 

355 Answered 6 Skipped 

 

============================== 

33)  In certain circumstances or certain parts of the world - where celibate men are in very short supply 
and access to Mass is extremely limited - the ordination of married men should be considered.: 

    214 [59.9%]: Agree 

     74 [20.7%]: Unsure 

     69 [19.3%]: Disagree 

357 Answered 4 Skipped 

 

============================== 

34)  The presence and the role of women in the life and mission of the Church, although not linked to 
the ministerial priesthood, remains absolutely necessary and irreplaceable.: 

    330 [92.7%]: Agree 

     17 [ 4.8%]: Unsure 

      9 [ 2.5%]: Disagree 



356 Answered 5 Skipped 

 

============================== 

35)  Pope Francis has revealed that the commission he set up to examine the role of women in the early 
church did not reach agreement on the question of women deacons. He said the members of the 
commission had quite different positions, and after two years, it concluded its advisory role.: 

    196 [54.9%]: I am in favor of women being ordained deacons 

    106 [29.7%]: I am not in favor of women being ordained deacons 

     55 [15.4%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

36)  God created sex to be enjoyed within the boundaries of a covenant relationship between one man 
and one woman in marriage.: 

    279 [78.6%]: Agree 

     39 [11.0%]: Disagree 

     37 [10.4%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

37)  Cohabitation refers to the practice of a man and a woman living together without being married.  
Some reasons couples partake in cohabitation include: {You can select multiple answers}: 

    183 [23.1%]: Save money (share costs) 

    131 [16.6%]: It gives the couple a better idea of how responsibilities will be shared once 
married 

    127 [16.1%]: It gives the couple a realistic idea of what married life will be like 

    113 [14.3%]: I do not believe a couple should ever cohabitate prior to marriage, regardless of 
the practical reasons for doing so 

     91 [11.5%]: I agree with the aforementioned answers, but agree with the Church that a 
cohabitating couple should refrain from pre-marital sex 

     84 [10.6%]: I disagree with the aforementioned answers as I don't believe anyone should have 
to justify why they are living together 



     62 [ 7.8%]: It serves as proof that the couple is committed to a life-long marriage 
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============================== 

38)  Marriage, as instituted by God, is a faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of one man and one woman 
joined in an intimate community of life and love.: 

    294 [82.6%]: Agree 

     35 [ 9.8%]: Disagree 

     27 [ 7.6%]: Unsure 

356 Answered 5 Skipped 

 

============================== 

39)  Same-sex unions contradict the nature of marriage.: 

    211 [59.1%]: Agree 

     85 [23.8%]: Disagree 

     61 [17.1%]: Unsure 

357 Answered 4 Skipped 

 

============================== 

40)  The Church makes a distinction between homosexual feelings and homosexual acts. 1. Men and 
women with homosexual tendencies must be accepted with respect, compassion and sensitivity. Every 
sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided. 2. Homosexual acts are acts of grave 
depravity, intrinsically disordered and are contrary to the natural law.: 

    167 [47.4%]: Agree with both number 1 and 2 above 

    154 [43.8%]: Agree with number 1 above, but not number 2 above 

     31 [ 8.8%]: Other 
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============================== 



41)  Catholic married couples should not use contraception in any form, because it seeks to prevent one 
of the primary purposes of the conjugal act (sexual intercourse) within the marriage relationship.: 

    229 [64.1%]: Disagree 

     83 [23.2%]: Agree 

     45 [12.6%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

42)  In vitro fertilization (IVF) should be allowed for Catholic couples who experience infertility.: 

    216 [61.0%]: Agree 

     77 [21.8%]: Unsure 

     61 [17.2%]: Disagree 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

43)  Human life must be respected and protected from the moment of conception and must be 
recognized as having the rights of a person.: 

    289 [82.1%]: Agree 

     32 [ 9.1%]: Disagree 

     31 [ 8.8%]: Unsure 
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============================== 

44)  The embryo is a person.  It must be defended in its integrity and tended and cared for in the same 
way as any other human being.: 

    292 [82.5%]: Agree 

     35 [ 9.9%]: Unsure 

     27 [ 7.6%]: Disagree 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 



============================== 

45)  Nothing and no one can in any way permit the killing of an innocent human being, whether a fetus 
or an embryo, an infant or an adult, an old person, or one suffering from an incurable disease, or a 
person who is dying (Euthanasia).: 

    250 [71.2%]: Agree 

     57 [16.2%]: Unsure 

     44 [12.5%]: Disagree 
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============================== 

46)  The death penalty is an acceptable form of punishment.: 

    182 [51.4%]: Disagree 

     88 [24.9%]: Sometimes 

     45 [12.7%]: Agree 

     39 [11.0%]: Unsure 

354 Answered 7 Skipped 

 

============================== 

47)  Here you have an opportunity to provide additional comments on any of the questions/answers 
above.  Simply reference the question number and provide your comment.: 

 

---------- 1/157 ---------- 

n/a 

 

---------- 2/157 ---------- 

Regarding marriage - yes, I believe it should be forever; however, I have been married more than once.  
My previous marriages were annulled by the Catholic church.  When I married each time, I prayed it was 
for life, but unfortunately it wasn't.  There are circumstances that cause it not to last. 

 

---------- 3/157 ---------- 



I think the annulment process should be reconsidered.  It is not readily available and/or people made 
aware of it.  In some diocese, it seems to come with a price - very affluent and/or high profile people in 
the community have well publicized re-marriages in the church.  While the act of annulment is a private 
matter, knowing those who have attempted to get an annulment and not be successful, it seems some 
others may have been granted one for the sake of maintaining a valuable "donor" and not following the 
same process for lay parishioners.  (Not speaking within this diocese specifically, but definitely occurs 
within the US.) 

 

---------- 4/157 ---------- 

#40 

The Church needs to find a way to discuss homosexuality without condemnation. 

 

#41 

The Church needs to figure out a way to discuss married sexuality without judgement.  Only then can it 
discuss sexuality outside of marriage.  It needs to go beyond "Theology of the Body". 

 

---------- 5/157 ---------- 

Question 14 

 

Due to illness and the pandemic, I celebrate Mass on tv weekly and receive spiritual communion.   I'm 
not yet comfortable attending things with large amounts of people.  Also, our church is not handicapped 
friendly 

 

---------- 6/157 ---------- 

12) and 10) Many in our local church including all too often our bishop, mix the faith with their personal 
political views. I’ve seen leaders in our parish speak on political matters while attempting to cloak 
themselves in the authority of the church. While it is appropriate to point out the church’s teaching in 
regards to particular issues, calling out individuals isn’t appropriate. All too often it feels like the sins and 
incorrect positions of one party or politician are called out while the sins and positions contrary to 
church teachings of the other party are ignored. When those in leadership positions or positions of 
influence in the parish fail to point out both side’s failings they begin to look simply partisan and lose 
respect and authority. I believe many feel “judged” or denigrated for their secular political beliefs when 
the reality is that both political parties in this country are wildly out of step with church views and the 
wider Catholic Social Teaching. Our leaders and influencers would do well to remember that voting for 
either party is an imperfect choice. 



 

---------- 7/157 ---------- 

#5- I am in an interdenominational marriage and I also believe we are on the margins of our church’s 
outreach. There are many families in our area that experience the same problem Catholics are only 30% 
of the local population. There should be more outreach and dialogue and definitely support for those 
families experiencing this. It was the main reason I left the church for several years.. 

#4- when I left the church not a single outreach was done to even ask why I left - of course it was at a 
different parish than the one I am currently registered with. 

#12- there is really no outlet in our diocese to collect input from the general population. I definitely feel 
like that you have to know the right people or be a part of a certain parish to be heard here.  

#21- I don’t feel clericalism at the All saints parish but I definitely have felt it at other parishes in our 
diocese- especially at the Cathedral. General parishioners  do not necessarily have direct access to their 
priests. 

 

---------- 8/157 ---------- 

#41  the rule makers do not live in a married environment and rely on the old testament of Onan as a 
basis of birth control, but not the use of say Jacob having extra wives, and handmaids, etc.  Marriage is 
for children, and to be as one, but the church with their birth control rules make it extremely difficult to 
live together and have the number of children they can afford.  Sexual desire for a husband or a wife is 
not on a clock. We live together as one. 

 

---------- 9/157 ---------- 

The church needs to support and fund adoption, parenting services, etc. due to abortion dogma.  You 
can’t reject a pregnant women that would not be a good mother - you have to help her. 

 

---------- 10/157 ---------- 

38: in the elderly older people live to gather not for sex but to take care of each other because family 
want to put the person  a care facility and then they are out of the way I use to be a director of nurses is 
a nursing home.. Things go own there that people don’t talk about.. 

 

---------- 11/157 ---------- 

By asking if you teach or attend a Catholic school and the age does not make this survey feel very 
anonymous. 

 



---------- 12/157 ---------- 

The church and its leadership should not interfere with people political views and preferences.  It should 
remain neutral. The bishop and priests should not declared or try to intervene, like some of them did 
during the last elections, on how the parishioners should vote. He emphasized only the issue about 
abortion but totally ignored other important issues that our country is facing. He endorsed a candidate 
that had openly lied, had been corrupted, is racist, and has been unfaithful to his many wives only 
because his party had declared against abortion. A country has other issues too. Value and morals 
should prevail. Political candidates must show proper values and moral. What is not right should not be 
endorsed only one side of the coin.  The church must stay away from politics. 

 

---------- 13/157 ---------- 

45. Though I believe in the holiness of all life, a life well lived that is, at its end, suffering unnecessarily 
should be given the option to meet Jesus. 

 

43. I believe that if you can define death as no heart beat and no brain activity, then life should be the 
opposite. If an embryo with no heart beat or brain is discarded, that is, in my opinion, completely 
different that a full abortion of a fetus.  

 

38. I totally agree with this statement if it stated "two people" instead of being explicitly stating "one 
man and one woman". 

 

---------- 14/157 ---------- 

As far as the church hierarchy, I feel that some of the leaders (especially our local Bishop) expects “the 
seas to part”.  I am sorry to say that, but working in a Catholic School next to the Bishops office, I am 
more than aware of photo ops with students that happen (rushing in and out for only that) rather than a 
visit with them. Not only the children, but it would mean so much if he would acknowledge the staff at 
the school (and all the parishioners). Why do we get into such a fluster before seeing him and always 
make such a fuss, when he doesn’t seem to care about our community? 

 

---------- 15/157 ---------- 

A los sacerdotes Les hace falta mucha mas 

Direccion espiritual: 

Dedication a sus ovejas, santidad en el camino de Dios,querer a sus ovejas por igual. 

 



---------- 16/157 ---------- 

#30 - I support the US Bishops' statements regarding immigration -  I believe that they are calling for 
better immigration laws to be enacted which would enable humans in need to more easily become US 
citizens. 

 

---------- 17/157 ---------- 

The church handles divorce terribly 

 

---------- 18/157 ---------- 

It is important for the church to obtain this input.  Unfortunately the forced choice format of this survey 
will result in inaccurate and biased data.  The choices agree, disagree and unsure will not accurately 
portray the church laities thoughts and opinions.   The biasing choices made in the construction and 
approval of this survey is reflection of the lack of integrity of those who are responsible.  Several 
examples include the questions on sexuality and dying.  Genetic variations of gender are more common 
than the church publicly acknowledges.  Dying "naturally" versus euthanasia is frequently not a clear 
distinction. 

 

---------- 19/157 ---------- 

Because of a 10 year unconsummated 1st marriage, my belief in premarital sex probably differs from 
many others. 

 

---------- 20/157 ---------- 

Mass should not be celebrated in latin.  It would alienate even more people .   

 

Groups missing from being inclusive: couples without children.  Not young adults, single or elderly.  

 

I am a practicing Catholic but don't participate in too many church activities  so alot of my answers are 
'unsure' about the workings of my parish and certainly the local diocese.  

 

Unsure about church's doctrine on homosexuality.  I know people who were truly not made 
heterosexual.  Why would the Lord do this?  They should not be punished.  

 



Cohabitate:  I don't agree with it especially for the reasons listed (proven not be work) but  young 
couples are all doing it.  I believe you have to accept it otherwise alienate them.  Then they will never 
embrace, remember the other values that were taught. 

 

---------- 21/157 ---------- 

It was difficult to answer many questions and appeared very biased in nature. 

 

---------- 22/157 ---------- 

More emphasis should be placed on the good Homilies.  Too many lackadaisical speakers who don’t 
inspire, just restate readings.  Waste opportunities to reach people!  

 

Music should be something we want ands know how to sing, not just the choir.  Old songs? Yes, but 
people know old songs.     How can you inspire anyone with songs they don’t know.  Recommend 
inspirational groups individuals like HILLSONG Worhip, etc. 

 

Use sign up texting notifications to send daily weekly inspirational lectures news music prayers 
reminders services available into DAILY LIVING.  Church is being drowned out by phone “noise”.  At least 
get in line! And that goes for encouraging congregation to bring Christ into every aspect of our current 
changed society…grace at fast food restaurants, praying on the way to/from work, question 
congratulation if they speak Jesus name at home?  Fit in God in your day.  How came we have the 
courage to prosthelytize when we can’t even say Jesus name to our children at home or grace before a 
meal at a restaurant. 

 

---------- 23/157 ---------- 

#14. I attend daily mass occasionally. 

 

#31. I agree children brought here to the USA, regardless of how they got here, should be allowed to 
remain only if they are working on a path to citizenship, which the government should make available. 

 

---------- 24/157 ---------- 

37.) I agree that a couple may cohabitate to share costs and responsibilities, but I also do not think that 
anyone should have to explain why they and a partner are living together. 

 



---------- 25/157 ---------- 

2) we have many, assuming people "feel" welcome and the ministries/committees meet their needs. 

3) we have groups that don't say some of these things directly but these groups are addressed. 
Minorities - obviously the Hispanic community is huge in our parish.  Otherwise, we are a suburban 
parish and mainly defined by socio-economic demographic. 

4) not to my knowledge 

5) with the exception of LGBTQ+, I think anyone in the other "categories" can get help via our ministries 
(StVdePaul, Social Action, Knights) or by calling the office. I don't know anything that addresses LGBTQ in 
our parish.  

6) mainly thru organized activities of youth group, Soc Action programs/drives, StVdeP, Knights 

7) they should - it has been preached 

8) Soc Action attempts by speaker programs (poorly attended) 

9) I assume so. I know I am heard as a woman leading a ministry. 

10). They shouldn't but they do. Language for sure is a problem without bilingual speakers or 
interpreters. regarding cultural and political ideologies - people don't have respect and love for others. 

12) there are times when I am not comfortable 

13) I think it neither encourages nor discourages. does lean pro-Catholic. 

20) we have(?)/had a parish council but it is not active or has not been activated. Other than telling a 
clergy member their thoughts, people don't know where to voice their thoughts.  So it is who you know 
and the "squeaky wheel" that gets heard. 

22) definitely in the recent past. 

37) My son has shared a two bedroom apartment for 11 years with a woman. Best friends since college. 
Neither can afford to live alone in Wash, DC.  Her parents like it because of safety concerns. 

 

---------- 26/157 ---------- 

#46) I agree with the CCC that there are very rare exceptions to this rule, but I have serious doubt that 
those exceptions exist in the modern word. 

 

#28) On the whole, members of our parish are open to change, but the ones who are not open to it 
seem to be the most vocal, giving an overall impression that does not truly reflect the parish. That said, 
people of both companies seem very open to continuing formation and participate in Parish life. 

 

---------- 27/157 ---------- 



Questions 39 & 40 regarding homosexuality. I have a child who is gay and in a same sex civil marriage. I 
love this child deeply, and do not know how to change   her sexuality. I fear spending eternity (if I make 
it) without her. 

 

---------- 28/157 ---------- 

Question 31. I do not believe parents should risk sending their children to another country without at 
least one parent to protect their child from abuse of all types. The child should be returned to that 
parent safely. 

 

---------- 29/157 ---------- 

5.  I think the church leave separated and divorced people in the margins.   

24.  VIRTUS is good training. 

33.  "In certain circumstances or certain parts of the world - where celibate men are in very short supply 
and access to Mass is extremely limited - the ordination of married men should be considered."  I think 
all married men should be considered no matter what the supply is. 

 

---------- 30/157 ---------- 

I have no problem with people legally entering the US.  I do have a problem with the politics of allowing 
people to risk their lives entering this country under all conditions to achieve a political goal.  This 
disrespects those human lives. 

 

---------- 31/157 ---------- 

RE: Question #36 

we need more education as a women and as men in the covenant of marriage. I think the couple are not 
well educated in theology of the body. If I knew what I know now I would have another outcome of my 
marriage. 

I would think that  if a women love her husband she would like to please her husband. Nevertheless, the 
purpose of marriage is procreation and love in communion which each other, and not satisfaction. If the 
woman does not know that the husband have an addiction with pornography, it will be detrimental to 
her, and long-term to the marriage. We do need to know that pornography is not from God. 

 

---------- 32/157 ---------- 

I do not believe that our parish is transparent in the support of single moms, mothers / women who 
have been forced to divorce. 



 

---------- 33/157 ---------- 

I have children at SJNCS and KHCS. The form only allowed for listing one. 

 

35: Not only should women allowed to be part of the deaconate, they should be allowed to become 
priests. 

 

---------- 34/157 ---------- 

This is a general comment-----Life seems to get more complicated as time goes by.   The Catholic Church 
should always support Human Life and The Right to Life.   The Catholic Church should NOT support a 
"Right" for Everyone in the world to illegally come to the United States because they cannot deal with 
their government in their home country,  and want  "free" things ( plus many are terrorists, drug 
dealers, bad people).  The U.S. , a country of 350 million people CANNOT absorb the billions of people 
that want to come here in any way that they can.  The Catholic Church needs to Put Up The Money to 
help people to stay where they are and improve their countries.   No more hollow talk of being OPEN 
and inclusive to to allow people to come to the U.S. Illegally.  Where are the open gates at Vatican 
City???? 

 

---------- 35/157 ---------- 

In some situations, the black and white answers are difficult for me.  In the case of abortion,  I imagine 
that it is the most agonizing position a woman can be in.  I would never have an abortion; however, I 
acknowledge that there are times when a woman feels that it is necessary. I also feel that when a 
woman has a "troubled pregnancy" the Church should step up to support her in every way possible, and 
to support the child when it is born.  The Church's care for a fetus can not stop at birth! 

 

---------- 36/157 ---------- 

We are new to our parish. We came from the Diocese of Joliet where we were very involved. We moved 
during COVID so things have been very different. We have not had as many opportunities to become 
involved in our parish so it is difficult to answer some of these questions. 

 

---------- 37/157 ---------- 

21 & 27 & 28. I don't feel that the parishioners have very much, if any, say in decision making. I see the 
pastor and associates just deciding what to do, what to change, what to purchase, etc.  There are 
committees, but they don't make any difference.  Long-standing groups and programs just seem to do 
their own thing. When the parish was started, we were very much a united, caring community, but over 



the years the parishioners have been pushed aside or ignored. A very aggravating situation is that 
though we have a large Hispanic presence with a Latino priest & Spanish Masses, it is a separate 
congregation. Even after almost 30 years, the Hispanic people don't seem a part of or even welcomed 
into our parish. 

32. A few people/groups recycle paper casually, but there is no set policy. 

26. At one time the pastor, an associate pastor, 2 of 4 deacons, the music minister and the religious ed. 
director were all relatively recent converts. Homilies and music were/are very "Protestant" in tone, like 
Methodist & Baptist services I've attended with my in-laws.  After 20 years I quit teaching in the 
elementary rel. ed. program because the focus shifted from the Eucharist and the other sacraments to 
whether each kid had a Bible and memorized verses.  There was no teaching of the catechism. At the 
end of the year, my co-teacher & I discovered 3 of our 4th graders had not made their First Confessions 
or First Communions & the director did not seem to understand that this was something important to 
know re: our teaching. That whole year felt like Baptist Vacation Bible School. I know we're supposed to 
be welcoming, and I am glad when people join the church, but I'm afraid many converts are not fully 
educated or aware.  There should be a standard for people in authoritative positions. My faith is part of 
who I am; I consider myself "Catholic," not "a Catholic," as essentially a part of me as being female. I feel 
disturbed when people don't seem to take our specialness seriously. 

 

---------- 38/157 ---------- 

I personally believe that God created human beings as male and female and intended them to join 
together in marriage.  I believe that marriage is sacred.  I believe that life is sacred, from the moment of 
conception until we draw our last breath....breath that was given to us by God and that God calls back to 
Himself in His own time and way.  But I am not comfortable excluding LGBTQ people from the church or 
from receiving communion, nor divorced and remarried people from receiving communion.  Nor 
excluding people who believe abortion is a right.  I feel we must value every person because they carry 
the breath of God in them.  Every person, in this entire world, of every faith and creed and color.  I leave 
it to God to judge.  So I don't want to exclude.  Love the person, see the person, pray for the 
person....and leave it to God to judge the person.  My favorite scripture passage is the woman who 
kneels at Jesus' feet and weeps.  There have been times in my life when I have felt like that woman, 
overwhelmed with remorse and shame  but even more overwhelmed by the love of Jesus, the Christ of 
God who died for me so that I could be forgiven and made whole.   I am old now, I look back at lots of 
things I regret, but I am thankful for the grace of remorse because when my heart breaks when I 
remember having done something so selfish and self-serving I realize how much the love of Christ has 
healed me and how much I have come to love Him.   I believe that Jesus Christ is there for every single 
human being, no matter the sin or the rules they break. 

 

---------- 39/157 ---------- 

Your questions, I fear, may be difficult for some to understand. Sounds like something written for 
theological people/students. 



 

---------- 40/157 ---------- 

I have no problem with the church's position on abortion and LGTBTQ+ on paper. However, love should 
be the overriding principal here. God should judge - not man. We can do better with acceptance, love, 
and hospitality of all people- sinners need support love and prayer. Do not bend a rule but please bend a 
knee and love all. 

 

---------- 41/157 ---------- 

2. Many groups, mostly women's. Others not promoted by priests so few participate or the groups 
fizzles out. 

3. Church has ways to reach and attract but minimally uses. 

5. Most groups marginalized unless you have money, are white, married with children, and 
unopinionated. 

8/9. I find our bishop and one of our associate priests to be closed minded 

11. Many use the Catechism as a tool which creates a legalistic rather than pastoral church. Shame on 
us. 

16. Yes real presence in Eucharist, but also in the Word, actions, and each person is touched by the 
Divine 

17. Cannot be separated, each has its place 

18. Unsure because our liturgies are not consistently "vibrant" and there is a failure to attract new 
liturgical ministers. Most of us are the same old faces. 

19. I stand firmly with Pope Francis. 

20. The first 15 yrs we were a true stewardship parish, vast majority ontributed time, talent, treasure. A 
true sense of community, powerfully engaged in living as Christ for one another. That has long been 
diluted to the point of extinction except in word. Very, very sad to not feel ownership of my parish, too 
much it's the priests' parish, and not the people. 

22. Yes! I pray for him every time I'm present as he presides. How dare he at one Sunday 8:00 Mass 
preach from the pulpit venom and condemnation of a person in leadership. It was appalling, 
inexcusable. A very serious breech of his duty to be an example of service, mercy.  prayer. Criticism to 
this degree was a betrayal from the very place the Word had just been proclaimed. Had he asked us all 
to pray for our country and president that would have been charitable. What he did was most dividing in 
a time of great need for unity. It starts locally, in our families, and especially one's parish. 

26. Youth minister a true gem 

27. Too limited 



42. And is permissible using existing frozen embryos who would otherwise be destroyed. In real life our 
bishop agreed. 2 beautiful children I know are proof 

 

---------- 42/157 ---------- 

I didn't agree with the way the answers were presented, there should also have been a response stating 
that "partially agree or disagree" should have been included.  Without that the answers were slanted to 
total agreement or disagreement. 

The questions were not in the plain language most people speak.  

I don't believe enough total family activities are included enough. 

Our acolytes should be assigned.  Even small parishes usually have at least 1 or two at each Mass.  We 
certainly have enough students, including the high school to accommodate this. 

We should have a few more learning sessions for those who would like to participate in special activities 
such as communion ministers, etc. 

I would prefer one Mass to be less 'musical'.  For those with hearing issues a lot of what is sung in 
soprano in very difficult to hear and the piano is so loud that it is very hard to distinguish the words.  
More men's voices, Please. 

Following that I believe our parish has inmproved a lot in the last few years and is generally a loving, 
open place to belong. 

 

---------- 43/157 ---------- 

This is a horrible survey from the get go.  Many of the questions assume things that are unknown, don't 
have an applicable answer, or just don't make sense.  For example: 

 

Question 1:  Makes no sense.  I read it to three people.  None of them knew. 

 

Question 5:  I feel like there is outreach to all those groups listed.  But there is one group not listed that I 
feel the local Church and the Church as a whole, leaves on the margins.  That is practicing Catholics who 
believe in and want to live their authentic Catholic faith.  The Church is utterly letting these people down 
by watering down just about everything to cater to many of those other groups, and groups not listed, 
like marginal Catholics.  The true Catholic faith is not being taught any more in an effort to be "inclusive" 
or not to "offend."  The truth is the truth.  Regardless of culture or circumstances. 

 

Question  8:  I marked as unsure because I really don't know that the question is really asking.   

 



Question 10:  I did not even answer because it is just a bad question and it doesn't have all the possible 
answers.  Of course those things limit some peoples ability to listen.  Not all, but some.  Did you really 
need to put that in the survey to find out? 

 

Question 19:  I answered as I did because the correct answer is not there.  I agree that Mass should be 
said in the vernacular.  I ALSO AGREE that those who wish to attend the traditional Latin Mass should be 
able to do so.   

 

I am going to run out of words but there is so much more.  For example, the last answer to question 30 
encompasses many of the other answers. 

 

Why are we being asked to answer questions about what constitutes marriage?  The Church has dogma 
on this issue.  Are we now going to decide, based on this synod that the dogma is not true?  This whole 
thing is just awful. 

 

---------- 44/157 ---------- 

5.  Divorced/separated people 

8.  Not sure if parishioners who have "non- mainstream media" views on immigration, the economy, the 
environment are valued/listened to as much, especially by the leaders in Rome. 

24.  Moving offenders to a different location is not acceptable. 

30.  Don't understand why the church does not have a clear position that coming into the country 
illegally is wrong and should not be condoned/encouraged.   

43.  Don't understand why church leaders are not more vocal/forceful related to politicians (especially 
catholic politicians) who believe abortion is acceptable. 

 

---------- 45/157 ---------- 

Marriage is a sacred life-long sacrament if the couple lives it as a sacrament. If one or both partners are 
not committed to it in that manner, and/or got married for the wrong reasons and do not desire or have 
the capacity to be committed to its sacred covenant, then it is not a sacramental marriage.   

 

I do not believe abortion should be treated as a form of contraception and it has gone way too far and is 
a confusing issue. What if a woman is raped and goes to a doctor and aborts while the cells are in the 
form of a zygote, before it has a brain... what is right and what is wrong, considering the impact and sin 
committed against the woman. If a woman is hemorraging and is told that a miscarriage is imminent, 



should her life be compromised from the blood loss? I think it is not a simple black and white issue. 
What if the mother will die and leave her other children. Either way, it is a terrible tragedy and trauma.  

 

True homosexuals report having crushes on the same sex as a child. Whatever the cause, God created 
them that way. It is a crisis to be different in nature and they hopefully learn to accept it. 

Although, as a heterosexual, I see marriage being between a man and woman, but homosexuals  in a 
loving marriage also see themselves as husband and wife. I see their love and need to express it through 
intimacy is as sacred to them as it is between a man and woman.  How can they be judged or 
condemned?  However, promiscuity, which is quite common, is wrong for anyone, and is driven by 
cultural normalization, sexual desire or deeper emotional issues. 

 

---------- 46/157 ---------- 

This is something maybe the Knights should be over: help parishioners with needed minor updates/ 
repairs to their homes. Pay something if they can 

 

painting 

faucet replace 

ceiling fan 

etc 

 

---------- 47/157 ---------- 

In general: I need the Church, established  by Christ, to guide my moral and spiritual life, and not to 
decide issues by committee which will be what is easy and popular. For example on the question of 
female deacons, "modern me" says yes, but "modern me" also adopted the sexual practices that nearly 
ruined my life.  

 

Don't think turning lay people into "mini-clergy" is helpful. Lay people have a unique role that shouldn't 
be focused on a growing list of liturgical roles. 

 

---------- 48/157 ---------- 

5 - not sure how effectively we reach marginalized people in any category. 

31- if they are truly unaccompanied minors, not gang members, and following our laws. 



44 & 45 - some laws of God  should not be laws of government. People make decisions, and judgment is 
also a sin. 

46 - death penalty may be required by mans law, but reasonable doubt not proven guilty. 

 

---------- 49/157 ---------- 

No hay comentario 

 

---------- 50/157 ---------- 

Love the Catholic Church and ALL peoples.  We are living in confused times but the Teachings of the 
Church as well as Scripture as instituted by the most Holy and Blessed Trinity, provide us with a guide 
and direction to what is good and right and true.  Blessed to be able to go to Mass every day and to go 
to confession at least once a month.  May God continue to bless us with Holy Leaders and may we as a 
Christian people contribute to the building of the Kingdom in all love, empathy, support and 
understanding. 

 

---------- 51/157 ---------- 

45. The lumping of so many conditions prevent an accurate response when an indiviual has 

         different thoughts on the different areas. 

 

---------- 52/157 ---------- 

44. I wish the Catholic Church would be as vehement about protecting the health and well-being of 
pregnant women, providing support for them, as they are about preaching against abortion.  I also wish 
the Catholic church encouraged couples to adopt some of these children who would be the product of 
unwanted pregnancies.  

   My husband even suggested that after a homily that spoke against abortion, there should be sign up 
sheets in the back of the church for parishioners to financially sponsor a pregnant woman, and/or to 
offer to adopt the baby once born.   

   Protect life at all ages, even women. 

 

---------- 53/157 ---------- 

#15 - The Real Presence of Jesus is a mystery. It is more than symbolic. But it is not the "physical" 
presence of Jesus but the metaphysical presence, a real Communion with his body and blood (1 Cor 
10:16-17). 



#19 - The Latin Mass should be freely available for native Latin speakers. Since there are none, the TLM 
should be suppressed. The Novus Ordo Mass may be celebrated in Latin when needed (large 
international gatherings, etc.) 

#25 - I am no longer a practicing Catholic because of the sex abuse scandals. The coverups continue to 
this day. The clergy are incapable of correcting the abuse, it is too systemic. Only the laity can correct it, 
if given the means. Otherwise it will destroy the Church. 

#36 through #45 - the Church is perceived as judgmental and condemning. This is turning people, 
especially youth, away from the Church. The Church needs a new positive approach, convincing people 
of the beauty of marriage and childbirth and encouraging others to live this life without condemnation 
for those who do not completely abide by the Church's teaching. 

 

---------- 54/157 ---------- 

In question 5 What groups or individuals, if any, do you believe the local church leaves on the margins? 
One group was lift out as is common in the church. Those who live a single/celibate life. 

 

---------- 55/157 ---------- 

The several questions about abortion. 

The church needs to stop making people feel bad about getting an abortion. You don’t know what 
people are going through. This just shows how little you actually believe in women's rights. You value a 
fetus without feelings more than the rights of a women. An end to abortion is only the end to SAFE 
abortions, and the church isn’t helping anything. The church obviously doesn’t care about women unless 
it benefits the church. It disgusts me. My whole family has been Catholic for quite a while but I am very 
close to stopping. With the sexual assault and the view on abortion and the obvious inequality although 
the church makes it seem like there is none. Will somebody please show a gay couple loving God. I know 
that you don’t condone the “sinful” actions but can you show some representation of all people please. 
I’m tired of only seeing straight majorly white men represented. 

 

---------- 56/157 ---------- 

Ques #5  I do not believe anyone has the right to tell another person what they must do. Abortion is 
terrible but many things enter into the equation and the decision should be left up to the young woman. 
I do not believe anyone has an abortion easily. 

 

---------- 57/157 ---------- 

"adopting"  abandoned embryos should be allowed 

 



---------- 58/157 ---------- 

I know what the church teaches, but I don’t necessarily agree with it on all things.  I am not confused 
about the the church’s message on eucharist, cohabitation, birth control, same sex unions, women in 
clergy, despite my answers that aren’t always in line with those teachings. 

 

---------- 59/157 ---------- 

34.  Women priests should be a part of the ministerial priesthood. 

38.  Same sex marriage is fine.  Two people committed to loving each other exclusively for life is not a 
negative. 

 

---------- 60/157 ---------- 

Many of these questions are too broad to be answered accurately.  For example, question 11.  
Scriptures and Tradition, Catholic Church Doctrine, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church are three 
completely different items, and my answer would have been different for each of them. 

 

---------- 61/157 ---------- 

Bishop Stika and his buddies need to go, and strong moral leadership with a heart of humility and 
service needs to take his place.  Can’t have a strong church with weak leadership that people do not 
trust. 

 

---------- 62/157 ---------- 

36, but not limited to 

40, why is disagree not an option? 

41, for married individuals, the primary goal of sex is not babies, already pregnant woman and post 
reproductive individuals have sex for other reasons 

 

---------- 63/157 ---------- 

#5 

The church needs to minister further to those with disabilities of any kind.  In addition, Catholic 
education should be an option for these families/students in our local schools.  If we profess to be pro-
life then perhaps this population should not be dismissed quite so easily.  This turns many families away 
from not only Catholic education but also the  Catholic church itself. 



#6,#13   the Catholic church should extend its hand a bit more to the community and participate in more 
interfaith activities. Many of our collections/food drives etc. seem to benefit our own schools/agencies ( 
which provide for those in need of course) but it would be nice to see our parishes raise/contribute 
money to other legitimate causes as well. 

 

---------- 64/157 ---------- 

I do not understand why opinions are being asked on subjects that are unchangeable doctrine.  It is 
disheartening to think that there are those who believe that these things can or should be changed. 

 

---------- 65/157 ---------- 

37…….  

I have recently lived with a man seven years as a friend (disabled and suddenly homeless) until he could 
acquire housing by saving money from his disability check. He had his own bedroom and bath and 
learned life skills, felt self-worth, was helped with medical and housing needs while paying his share of 
utilities and helping with chores and several of my personal emergencies.. He is a dear friend, part of the 
family, and has accompanied me on several travel-related or local events. He is not Catholic but we do 
participate in each other’s churches’ social opportunities and volunteer together as well. We could care 
less what people may think about our “arrangement” as dear friends. I know siblings who live together 
likewise. I even feel tax law should be changed to accommodate housemates…. legally married or not. 

 

My second husband and I were friends who re-married though divorced when he became early-retired, 
chronically ill and uninsurable. He provided me with a home (VHA mortgage) and I provided him with my 
employees’ spouse health insurance. Though the marriage was not always tolerable, he did have 
medical care until he passed away a few years later. Granted, our “arrangement” did not follow church 
law but I saved him from his despondency and suicide attempt and he could be civil and helpful at most 
times. I still went to church and communion as he was disinterested in any sexual relations. Who am I to 
judge? 

 

---------- 66/157 ---------- 

21. had to read it about 16 times and I have a masters degree...many of the questions need to be 
dummied down for most of us who have been out of college and only ready menus since, or have no 
secondary education 

40. wow...judge not lest ye be judged...Who am I?  I am just a lowly human.  This is for God to decide on 
judgement day.  Mother Teresa never judged anyone...or so her biography states. 

 



My brain hurts...need chocolate...not as easy as I was lead to believe...but thanks for asking some of the 
hard questions. 

 

---------- 67/157 ---------- 

#30 

The way the choices are giving/ listed suggests that the first 5 choices are regardless of whether the law 
is obeyed or not. US law should always be obeyed regardless of the reason for  immigration.  

If immigrants obey the law, then the first 5 choices are good choices. However, they are not acceptable 
if immigrants come for the first 5 reasons but do not obey the law when in the US. 

I believe the answer choices are misleading and could be posed in a better manner. 

 

---------- 68/157 ---------- 

3. The Church has many opportunities for people of multiple groups across the spectrum of age to 
participate in formation and deepen their faith.  Unfortunately, it seems to me that most of these 
opportunities are not reaching enough people's ears, and I think many who turn away from the faith do 
not understand the reasons why they should continue to develop their faith.  The Church needs to do a 
better job of this. 

 

19. I'm ok with both. 

 

20. I feel as though there have been several instances where I have had ideas that have been shot down 
for what seem like foolish reasons to me.  Many times I hear "Well, that will probably not succeed" or 
"This is how we've always done it."  I think there are a few times when parish leadership will ask 
parishioners what they want to do but most of the time the pastor, DRE, or someone in leadership is 
directing parishioners to do what they want. 

 

33. I know it is very difficult to be a priest who is married.  I am not in favor of that tradition changing. 

 

41. I presume contraception does not include Natural Family Planning. 

 

---------- 69/157 ---------- 

THIS is the problem.  This very survey. Asking if we marginalize LBGQRSTUVWXYZ people IS the problem.   
The church as become woke.  It is a natural progression of the 70s and 80s priests and religious  The 



problems the church is experiencing hasn't just happened. It has taken years.  Years of a globalist, woke, 
moral-less Pope and leadership.  Years of allowing immoral men into positions of power within the 
church.  I spend 12 years in catholic school and two years in the seminary.  I KNOW the type of people 
the church embraced and the type they rejected.  They embraced sexually confused, social justice 
warriors who didn't embrace the message of Christ and rejected calling sin, sin.  Now they have empty 
pew and dwindling offerings and they are desperate. Well, too late.  The best sermon I heard in years 
was right before the last Presidential election when the priest told the congregation that voting for 
Biden was a sin.  I have never seen that priest since.  EVERY priest should have been preaching that 
sermon.  If abortionist want to believe in abortion then they cannot be a part of the church.  PERIOD.  
Biden should have been denounced by this "Pope"  but instead was called a "Good Catholic".  Shameful.  
The pope refused to condemn the sin of homosexuality.  The pope denounced democracy, the right to 
peacefully assemble, to be a capitalist.  What do you expect from Americans when a socialist pope 
demeans and degrades the very principles the country was built upon.  AMERICA stands for God given 
rights.  Name another country on this planet that does that?  When the Pope says that people to adopt 
animals and not babies are committing a sin then he has lost his mind.   

 

I know I have rambled and trust me I have just scratched the surface of what I feel is going wrong with 
the Catholic Church.  It used to be that I looked to the church for moral guidance.  Now the CHURCH 
wants to tell me to turn a blind eye to evil and accept it instead of rejecting it. 

 

---------- 70/157 ---------- 

41. While it's true that God commanded Noah and his descendants to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the 
earth, that commandment has been fulfilled many times over to the point that we are destroying the 
planet and we struggle to feed ourselves. This problem will only get worse if the trend continues. Asking 
us to abstain from birth control while using this commandment as a justification is taking the 
commandment way out of context, considering that the commandment was made when there was 
literally nobody else. God wasn't talking to "us", he was talking to Noah and his children. Also, for most 
working families, having the number of children that would result from lack of birth control would be 
financially catastrophic. So, the only way they could afford to care for their existing children would be to 
abstain from sex and it's not fair for the church to suggest that--especially when the people making the 
rules will never marry remain celibate. Making difficult rules that don't apply to the rule-maker isn't fair. 

 

---------- 71/157 ---------- 

Question 42 and 43 - I strongly agree 

 

---------- 72/157 ---------- 

As we have only moved here a few months ago, there are several items I had to check as "Unsure" 
regarding the Parish specifically.  I do know that from the very first day we visited before we actually 



moved to Knoxville, we were warmly greeted and shown the utmost respect. The Pastor and the 
Deacons/Deacon Candidates are all wonderful and engaged. There are so many volunteers for all of the 
ministries and Faith groups, it shows us that this is a wonderful Parish community. The atmosphere is so 
comfortable and relaxed yet still provides the necessary adherences to a Spiritual experience. You leave 
Mass knowing your have shared in God but feel like you just had a wonderful visit with extended family. 

 

---------- 73/157 ---------- 

I feel strongly about pro-life issues.  However, I have been on the other side, feeling that the mothers’s 
life and human rights cannot be put aside for the sake of the child she’s carrying.  I don’t pretend to 
know the answer, but I strongly feel that a pregnant woman cannot be asked or told to sacrifice their 
feelings and rights for the sake of the baby she is carrying.  This has to be her choice, she has to come to 
this view on her own... I think compassion and understanding of just what she is going through needs to 
be more of a focus, before she can feel safe enough to look at what the life of the child means. 

 

---------- 74/157 ---------- 

Question 45 is too broad. I agreed with some parts and disagreed with others. Sharpen your focus. 

Several questions were not evidently intended to be understood  by lay people. 

 

---------- 75/157 ---------- 

41. I feel it is part of the joy of marriage to welcome children and that there are also circumstances 
where contraception can be beneficial. 

 

---------- 76/157 ---------- 

30.  I believe in legal immigration.  Persons here illegally are breaking our laws.  There are legal avenues 
to enter this country.   

46.  I used to support the death penalty; however, now I feel that someone could be wrongly convicted 
and therefore, wrongly executed. 

Lastly. I appreciate one of our Priest for boldly preaching the truth of what I was raised to believe the 
church teaches.  We live in perilous times and it is important that the church evangelize the world NOT 
the world evangelizing the church. 

 

---------- 77/157 ---------- 

Survey questions seem to be designed for theological conversation? For survey of Church members I 
would have asked more straight forward yes , no, or non sure questions that expressed a belief rather 



than an opinion. Is the survey designed to ask affirmation of Church belief or personal opinions. 
Questions seemed directed toward both? 

 

---------- 78/157 ---------- 

Most of the questions I answered "unsure" not because I was unsure, but because my answer was not 
"agree" or "disagree." Another choice of "sometimes" or "maybe" or even "I don't know" would be a 
better answer. 

 

Also...some of the questions were too "college level" in the sense that they will be way above the level 
of some parishioners. I consider myself fairly well educated, but even I had trouble understanding a 
couple of them. Hence, resulting in some of the "unsure" answers. 

 

---------- 79/157 ---------- 

5) I wish there were a group for divorced people. It would be nice to talk with other divorced people and 
share stories/help.  

 

No number, but the music at All Saints is terrible! I'm glad they got rid of the drums at Mass (it's so 
irreverent), but whoever chooses the music chooses songs no one knows! It's very clear when people 
like the songs--they sing! But most of the time it's just the choir singing. Please go back to songs that 
people know and like. It's so joyful when people sing as a group. 

 

---------- 80/157 ---------- 

#43 and 44. Abortion is wrong but a female  finding herself pregnant needs other options 

 

---------- 81/157 ---------- 

#38:  Marriage, as instituted by God, is a faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of one man and one woman 
joined in an intimate community of life and love. 

> There was no question that asked about marriage as an institution outside of the question of one man 
and one woman. I support gay marriage, but I do believe that regardless of whether a couple is 
homosexual or heterosexual, marriage is instituted by God and a faithful, exclusive, lifelong union 
between two people joined in an intimate community of life and love.  

 

#14: With regard to liturgical celebrations, I attend Mass: {You can select multiple answers} 



> I attend Mass every Sunday, but not Saturday Vigil, so I wasn't sure which answer to pick. 

 

#19:  Mass should be celebrated in the vernacular (local language). 

> In this one, there was no option for both. I know those who really enjoy the Latin mass, but I also 
believe that it should be available in the vernacular. 

 

---------- 82/157 ---------- 

Question 1:  Is poorly worded and terrible way to start a survey.  It was a turn off for me and almost 
made me stop taking the survey right then.    

 

Question 21:  A very confusing way of defining Clericalism.   

 

I am not usually a critical person, but I have to say this is one of the strangest survey's I have ever taken.  
Several of the questions were worded strangely and more difficult to read than they needed to be. 

 

---------- 83/157 ---------- 

Regarding question #30 on immigration, I think all of the reasons listed are fine reasons for accepting 
immigrants, but that a nation can establish borders and have laws related to immigration. I think 
immigrants should respect the laws of the nation they are desiring to enter. I also think that the U.S. 
could modify the laws related to immigration to be more accommodating /welcoming to immigrants. 

 

---------- 84/157 ---------- 

41-45  I feel strongly the entire concept of conception, abortion is between a couple and their medical 
team.  If the church teaches well, it would be a non-issue.  Families are not able to support multiple 
children in this non-agrarian society and when medicine determines an embroyo has no brain function 
and/or other medical issues, it is a cruelty to a mother to continue carrying.   

We as a church do not offer help in our pro-life stance whether paying maternity leave for employees, 
operating adoption agencies, supporting families in financial crises and Catholic education is an 
expensive as college. 

It has been very disheartening to me that abortion is not only perceived as the only prolife issue  but a 
clear political one.  Many Democrats are also prolife, but we are being told only the Republican party is 
prolife.  If we as a church did our jobs, whether abortion is legal would not matter in the choices of our 
members.   Messages from the pulpit should be reflecting the readings and teaching us all as individuals 
how to live, treat each other...not reflect political bias 



 

---------- 85/157 ---------- 

In #41 I am assuming “contraception” refers to artificial contraception and not natural family planning. 

 

---------- 86/157 ---------- 

The world changes and our catholic ideal should grow as well.  Let us build off of the existing doctrines, 
and create a more inclusive church.  Our goal is to save others souls as well as our own.  Discrimination 
in any form is a bad thing. 

 

---------- 87/157 ---------- 

Question 19: The Mass should ordinarily be celebrated in the vernacular, but I feel that those who prefer 
the TLM should have that option so long as it does not turn into a faction. 

 

Question 24: While there has been progress in lowering the number of children abused, it remains a 
problem that some in positions of power who abused or covered up abuse remain in their positions. 
They need to be removed as part of the Church's efforts to regain the trust of the people.  

 

Generally, I wish I were more involved in the inner workings of my parish to be better able to answer 
some of these questions re: my own parish's activities and efforts to reach out to people. 

 

---------- 88/157 ---------- 

I personally would never consider abortion. 

My personal rights however, end at the point where my nose ends  

and the others begin. 

 

In other words, I have NO right to determine what another persons 

view on abortion is, the decision is theirs, not mine, nor any church or  

government. 

 

---------- 89/157 ---------- 

38-40 and 42-45  



The church has had a clear guidance on these questions for centuries. Why is this even being reviewed? 
It is only bringing more uncertainty and confusion to the faithful. 

 

---------- 90/157 ---------- 

5. Many people in these marginalized groups feel judged and unwelcome by the church/churchgoers, 
which is the exact opposite of what Jesus taught us to do to those on the margins! I'd say most catholics 
know the church's stance on premarital sex, homosexuality, divorce, abortion, etc. BUT I'd say most 
DON'T know how to lovingly accept those who have made decisions contrary to that teaching.  

8./10. I have gotten the sense that church teaching and political views have gotten mixed up for many 
Catholics. Specifically, Republican Party views are often assumed to be Catholic because the party is Pro-
life, yet the party's stance on issues such as immigration, care for the earth, and the death penalty are 
contrary to church teaching. This should be more clearly clarified at the local level (USCCB does a great 
job explaining the church's stance, but it doesn't seem to reach everyone.) 

37. Although many couples site the above reasons for cohabiting, I believe it is best to avoid 
cohabitation altogether but in the instance it is chosen it should absolutely be with a commitment to 
avoid pre-marital sex.  

41. Hormonal contraception should not be used by married couples, however I believe other forms of 
contraception should be allowed under certain circumstances. For example, many women have medical 
conditions that make natural family planning very challenging or almost impossible. In these instances, I 
believe it can be detrimental to a marriage when a couple must abstain from sex for months at a time 
with no alternative and no foreseeable end to the issue. Also, while I believe natural family planning is 
the best method of birth control, the church does a very poor job of providing that knowledge to those 
who need it. I have a bachelor's degree, have been catholic my whole life and didn't learn about my 
fertility until I was 27 years old! And I had to seek it out! I can't imagine how catholics with less access to 
education could be expected to gain this knowledge and put it to use effectively. 

 

---------- 91/157 ---------- 

I found the wording of a number of questions difficult to decipher, and therefore to answer with clarity.  
I answered "unsure" several times when I would have answered "sometimes," had the latter option 
been provided. 

 

---------- 92/157 ---------- 

Although I believe #38, I understand marriage does not always last despite a spouses desire for it.  This is 
why I no longer attend mass.  My husband was previously married, wanted to save his marriage, but his 
wife didn’t.  He’s a strong Christian & she fell away from their faith. She moved on.  A decade later we 
got together & faith in God is still utmost, but he was denied an annulment so I could not be married in 
the church.  His wife lived with a man for years & remarried before we married.  We’ve now been 
married longer than they were. I know in my heart that God brought us together, I don’t believe in 



circumstance.  But I know I violated the church & do not feel like I can practice my Catholic faith because 
I’m in an unapproved marriage by man, not God.  I see daily how God has blessed us.  And appealing the 
annulment was made impossible for him. 

 

---------- 93/157 ---------- 

I believe that homosexuality is a choice a person makes and not something that a person is born with.  
Therefore, I believe that homosexuality is a sin.  God made us man and woman----not man and man or 
woman and woman. 

 

---------- 94/157 ---------- 

3. The local parish offers ways for youth to connect, but many of the youth are not drawn in by these 
diligent  efforts. How do we investigate ways to draw middle, high school, and college age students into 
experiences that lead them to Christ? 

 

11. Many shut down when they have 'The Truth' of the Catholic Church presented over and over again in 
the same fashion. They have no desire to listen past the repeated doctrine they are choosing to rebel 
against.  Instead of focusing so crisply on doctrine, perhaps we could focus on journeying with others. 
Does our reiteration of doctrine shape them, or does being there with them in the most human way 
shape them? We cannot move them, nor can they move us, until we have journeyed ,together. 

 

12. I have watched with great interest, over the last 20 years the slow shift towards a more rigidly 
defined idea of what it means to be Catholic here in the Diocese of Knoxville. I fear exploring and 
speaking the very real ponderings I have today lest I not be considered a faithful member of our local 
church. I fake my commitment to an institution that I genuinely feel strays from Christ's intent. I love my 
Catholic faith, but I believe its beauty is found in continual exploration of the evolving meanings of 
Christ's teaching. 

 

16. The Eucharist is paramount and yet is larger than the MOMENT of consecration. Consecration of the 
Eucharist for me takes place at Mass, but also by extension in my interactions with God, with other 
humans, and with the universe. 

 

19. The drift towards the view that Latin Mass is the ultimate way to celebrate concerns me. 

 

22. There are very few priests whom I have encountered in our entire diocese that seem to lean towards 
clericalism.  



 

23. My confidence has waned in current diocesan leadership. Good people working hard, but leadership 
needs to listen DEEPLY to priests. 

 

36. Sex should be within the bounds of a covenant relationship. Period. 

 

---------- 95/157 ---------- 

Diocesan Catholic Charities needs to stay out of political issues and concentrate on serving the local 
community. 

 

---------- 96/157 ---------- 

"Marriage, as instituted by God, is a faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of one man and one woman joined 
in an intimate community of life and love" 

36 and 38.... God created marriage, but not between ONE man and ONE woman. There are many 
examples of polygamy in the Bible, so this is a very bias question. I believe in marriage, and in today's 
culture, that means one man and one woman (as child birth is much less risky and men don't need more 
than one wife to ensure offspring and protection of property). But, to say it has always and only been 
between one man and woman in the bible is not accurate. 

 

---------- 97/157 ---------- 

#29  -  Our , "Rule of Law", to me, is like Jesus saying about the tax collections, Give to Ceasar what 
belongs to Ceasar, and God what belongs to God.  People coming to our country legally are welcome.  
Illegals our breaking our "Rule of Law."  A country without laws, or boarders, especially America, soon 
will no longer be any different  then other countries around the world.   Wake up Americans, God is 
trying to show you what's going on.  This last year our "Rule of Law", and Constitution our being thrown 
out the window.  St. Michael the Archangel can't do it alone.  This past year America has taken in more 
then 2,000,000 illegal people, from 140, or more countries, not counting the 200,000 plus the Cartels 
have slipped pass the boarder patrol.  Let's not forget all the drugs that last year alone killed over 
100,000 young Americans. 

 

---------- 98/157 ---------- 

I believe there are medical and social  reasons for women to terminate a pregnancy. It should be a 
decision between a woman and her doctor 

 



---------- 99/157 ---------- 

La ciencia ha avanzado mucho, hay transplantes de organos, por ejemplo, que en los tiempos de la biblia 
no eran concebibles - de igual forma algunas practicas para evitar tener hijos por ejemplo, son 
beneficiosas en algunos casos. La salud de la madre embarazada me parece un tema que hay que tener 
en cuenta en conjunto con la salud de un feto. La salud mental tambien es muy importante. Hay mucho 
estigma y poca aceptacion de los discapacitados, los enfermos mentales -- quiza porque en la biblia solo 
se menciona a los que fueron curados. Que pasa con los que no nos curamos? Que vagamos por la vida 
con una "cruz", como una discapacidad o una enfermedad? 

 

---------- 100/157 ---------- 

I think contraception should be allowed. I feel the Catholic church makes it difficult for people wanting 
to join the faith who have been divorced and in many ways pushes, divorcees away from the joining. In 
recent years, the church has seemed to make more divisive and "political" statements rather than 
focusing more on the teachings. If a couple is trying to have a child but they're infertile, why would the 
church be against a method bringing a person into the world with IVF? I wish there was a larger role 
women could participate in within the church. I do not think the church denounced the abuse within the 
clergy enough and I think those who participated needed harsher punishments because many feel the 
scandal was swept under the rug. 

 

---------- 101/157 ---------- 

Question 45 should have been split into 3 part: 

 

Unborn, elderly, terminally ill. 

 

---------- 102/157 ---------- 

My current parish has no council.  In the 5 years I have been there there have been no elections.   I think 
remember the parish having one "listening session" before we started a project.  Being married to a 
non-Catholic I find it hard to fit sometimes.  I am not a widow but not part of the married couples group 
either.  The Study groups I have gone to at my current parish did not seem to be designed to foster 
"small faith communities".  Previous parishes did foster that.    

#1 to #46 Most questions did not give me check boxes that reflected my view point. 

 

---------- 103/157 ---------- 

39-40. While I respect and believe the Church's teaching on homosexuality, I wish there were more 
clarity on being allowed to, say, attend a gay wedding. Or welcoming a gay family member and their 



partner to your home. I would like those things to be allowed without them being seen as cooperation 
with evil or something. Because I have many gay friends who I love and I fear they'll never believe I care 
for them if I'm not permitted to be present for big moments in their lives or permitted to welcome them 
where they are. 

 

---------- 104/157 ---------- 

No.45 my answer to this questions is really situational. If we are talking about a fetus,embryo or an 
infant then it should never be permitted to terminate such innocent lives.  

However as we get to be an adult where we can make our own decision then it’s situational. An older 
person who is suffering greatly from a debilitating and terminal Illness and it’s his wish to end his 
suffering then he should be allowed to decide his faith. 

 

---------- 105/157 ---------- 

32.  The Church should not attach itself to political theories about climate warming.   It’s primary 
purpose should be the saving of souls. 

37.  Oh if it were so simple.   Many are faced with dealing with annulment of a marriage long ago.   The 
Church in many cases unnecessarily leaves these people out in the cold to never having a meaningful 
lifelong relationship.  In this day and age, it’s inevitable that many people are faced with this.   People 
make mistakes, if for no other reason but immaturity and lack of understanding of marriage.  The 
chances of me meeting a divorced man are pretty high in this day and age. 

41.  Sometimes women use birth control not to control birth but to reduce symptoms of other medical 
conditions.  And what about us who are beyond childbearing age?   So, if we marry…how does all this 
pro-creation fit that?   Guess I’ll cross that bridge when and if I get there. 

42.  Using techniques that do not eliminate fetuses, and it must be from both the man and woman in 
marriage….and be implanted into the woman in the marriage. 

 

---------- 106/157 ---------- 

The question about women not being linked to the ministry is poorly phrased. Are we asked to agree 
women are not linked to the ministry appropriately? Are we asked to agree women are not currently 
linked? What does the question want to know? 

 

---------- 107/157 ---------- 

In those cases where I answered "unsure" it is because we are new to this parish and my knowledge of 
the activities and efforts of the parish are limited. 

 



---------- 108/157 ---------- 

25-I left the church for many years due to the sexual abuse scandal which personally affected my family. 
I have since returned but still question my decision to do so. 

 

---------- 109/157 ---------- 

#35 - it is a shame that women cannot be Deacons in the church - this needs to change - women need to 
have the opportunity to share their stories - why so patriarchal ? 

 

---------- 110/157 ---------- 

40.  Status and wealth make choices difficult or not available at all. 

5.  War veterans. They are not only rumors of war but actual casualties of war that need consoling at 
home.  

3. No block for war veterans.  

37.  Not trusting the church.  

12.  When is the right time and place? 

 

---------- 111/157 ---------- 

re 41: Find it difficult to see the difference between NFP (a Church-accepted practice for limiting 
pregnancies inside marriage) and artificial methods. 

re 26: There are efforts made to reach out to youth and feel we do a good job with the very little ones. 
Somehow or other, we lose them at Middle School and going forward. 

 

---------- 112/157 ---------- 

29.  It is the Church's mission to receive and welcome with love and respect ALL human persons.  It is 
not the Church's mission to be an activist on the topic of immigration in the United States. 

 

37. All the reasons listed are indeed reasons couples may use in justifying cohabitation before marriage.  
Just because the reasons exist and are used to rationalize cohabitation does not make cohabitation a 
true good in those couples' lives.  Many young couples are just not fully aware or experienced enough to 
understand the long-term ramifications of that choice.  It does not help that the Church's teachings on 
this topic are easily drowned out by mainstream culture. 

 



41.  It is difficult to answer this question because the phrase "Catholic married couples should not use 
any form of contraception" is unclear to me.  Technically, even Natural Family Planning is a form of 
contraception as there is a conscious and deliberate effort on the part of married couples to avoid 
conception. 

 

---------- 113/157 ---------- 

#38 & #39.  While I agree with the statements, I also believe that we are all God's children created in His 
image and likeness. So I am conflicted. Am I, a  female married to a man and with the ability to produce 
biological offspring, the correct "image" according to Church teaching?   What if I were born female but 
struggle with gender identity or prefer to seek a committed  relationship with a woman... am I God's 
mistake? 

Sex, sexuality and sexual preference used to be considered "private, personal matters", subjects to be 
avoided in polite company just like the topics "money" and "politics". Now, these issues are front and 
center in the news and being addressed at all levels. Personally, I will not condemn or judge someone 
whose views/lifestyle differ from my own. I prefer to "do unto others..." and hope to receive the same 
respect in return. 

 

---------- 114/157 ---------- 

5) I do not know enough about that question to answer.  

31) Our county is being overrun by individuals who are entering the country illegally. Some cases make 
sense for eligibility for a pathway to citizenship while others do not.  ( The not eligible would include 
people who are truly not minors when they enter and/or  criminals.  If an illegal immigrant committed a 
serious crime (felony) while in the states they should not be allowed the privilege of citizenship. ) It 
would make sense for children who have spent their whole lives in the U.S  to have a path for 
citizenship. 

   I disagree with the Catholic Church's seeming cooperation with helping illegal immigrants to be bused 
or flown all over the country without the governor's of that states consent. 

 

---------- 115/157 ---------- 

Question 3 is unclear as it asks for a Yes or No answer but doesn’t provide a way to do that. I checked 
those I felt were Yes. 

 

---------- 116/157 ---------- 

1.  Ques. 13   I would like to see more sharing with other faith communities especially with Jewish 
groups.  2.  Ques. 34 - I believe women should be part of the ministerial priesthood.   3.  Ques. 29,30, 31 
- I believe immigrants must be allowed into the U.S. for refuge and hopefully, permanent homes and/or 



citizenship.  The only way to slow or stop immigrants and refugees seeking homes here is to work with 
the people of the countries they are leaving to end the problems that drive people from their homes.  As 
long as the problems exist people will continue to come to our borders.  4.  I wish Catholics put  more 
emphasis on Scripture study, especially encouraging groups of men and women to study together.  In 
my parish there are a number of women's Scripture studies and one men's Scripture study that I am 
aware of, but when it comes to studies such as The Little Rock Scripture Study only a small group of 
people is interested.   The value in the LRSS with its emphasis on prayer and individual study and 
developing the discipline and love for Scripture is needed cannot be overstated.  Best of all, community 
and lasting friendshops are formed in LRSS studies.   5.  I hope in the future the Catholic Church figures 
out what to do with women and married priests; so much time is spent on what is not available to 
women and not allowing married priests within the structure of the Church that Catholicism is slowly 
eroding in many parts of the world today. 

 

---------- 117/157 ---------- 

37 - It is written in a way that implies if I understand why someone cohabitates - I agree with them.  
Poorly written question. 

 

---------- 118/157 ---------- 

41. Does not using contraception include natural family planning?  

I think NFP should be talked about more and more couples should be educated more on this practice. 

 

---------- 119/157 ---------- 

#33- I believe the church as a whole has a dire need for married priests.  In the US we struggle to attract 
young, bright, and relatable leaders who desire to become priests.  Allowing priests to marry would 
provide churches with leaders who are more relatable to families and allow more men in general to seek 
the role. 

 

#39&#40- Even though the church may not be able to recognize same sex unions as marriage, it should 
recognize them in some way.  Acknowledging some men and women are attracted to the same sex, but 
denying them the ability to love those they love is cruel. 

 

#17- Though the homily is not intended to be the center of the mass it has an extreme impact on those 
who visit our churches.  If someone visits and is not inspired, encouraged, and called to action it is likely 
they will not return. 

 



#46- The Catholic church should be 100x louder on this topic.  We talk non-stop about abortion, and 
hardly ever about the unjust and simply flawed nature of the death penalty.  It is shameful that the 
death penalty exists in the US still. 

 

#43-#46- The Catholic church should be putting as much effort into supporting families willing to adopt 
or foster as it does to make abortion illegal.  Currently it seems all the church cares about is making sure 
the baby is born. But what about after the child is born? If we supported families (like my own) who 
foster or adopt there would be many more willing families. Other denominations have whole teams to 
support one family willing to make this tremendous sacrifice to care for another human.  Catholics 
should lead this charge as well if we truly care about human life. 

 

---------- 120/157 ---------- 

N/A 

 

---------- 121/157 ---------- 

Question 37 is biased toward the young and having children.  It excluded older people who are beyond 
child-bearing age and may have a number of legitimate reasons for co-habitating to avoid family 
arguments but they live in a living a committed relationship 

 

---------- 122/157 ---------- 

43,44,45 - Issue of abortion: As I understand it the Church's teaching is that abortion is only permissible 
if the life of the mother is endangered and then only in emergencies. I fully support and articulate that 
position whenever the subject comes up. However, I think the Church should consider the issues of rape 
and incest as approved times for abortion while they may be difficult to legislate.   Logic tells me that a 
child born out of those two conditions will not come into a loving environment where it can be nurtured 
and protected into adulthood. Further it is inevitable that a woman forced to bear that child who was 
conceived under violent conditions will resent that child and feel she is punished for something not her 
fault. Clearly this is a different circumstance than a woman who uses abortion as a form of birth control. 

 

---------- 123/157 ---------- 

Being a Catholic is very very difficult you can never let your guard down to the evil doers and have to 
keep your heart open at the the same time. 

 

---------- 124/157 ---------- 



29,30 Open borders are a grave wrong and is causing an ongoing humanitarian disaster.  A potential 
immigrant faces great risks to get here including death by exposure, untreated disease, sex trafficking, 
slavery, and criminal activity of all sorts on both sides of the border. Not to mention family separation 
for those left behind or lost at the border.  After arriving the immigrant faces challenges resulting from 
language, his history of chronic poverty, and education.   

 

Mass migration by large numbers of undocumented immigrants are a burden on the citizens both in the 
form of taxes on those who can Ill afford it, increased crime and disease.  

 

Unrestrained migration cannot be a substitute for doing the right thing for impoverished people 
everywhere.  It should be the role of the universal church to provide leadership to effect both political 
and economic change in the hell-holes of the world. Many government policies are encouraging 
migration in a universally horrible way.  

 

The migrant represents a person who could help foment change in the home country and represents 
lost opportunities for those left at home. Some populations already have a large proportion of their 
members already here thus condemning the rest to poverty.   

 

31.  Migrant children should be considered based on merit and circumstances.   Intact families should in 
all cases be encouraged to return home  after gaining savings and education.  If no connection exists to 
any family in the foreign country then a carefully designed merit based process to citizenship should be 
available. 

 

---------- 125/157 ---------- 

I think the church should provide more teaching about controversial subjects and encourage support of 
people who feel judged or discriminated against because of their choices. 

 

---------- 126/157 ---------- 

5.  This question is unclear:  How is "leaves on the margins" being defined?   

19.  Mass should typically be celebrated in the local language (English in our case), but an 
accommodation for those desiring to celebrate in Latin should be allowable, similar to the 
accommodation for a Spanish mass (not identical but comparable). 

21.  This is a possible definition of clericalism, but I'm not sure it is the only one. 

29.  One mission of the church (among many) is to receive and welcome people generally, not only or 
specifically those from outside the U.S. 



31.  Individuals belonging to each of the referenced groups should be permitted to remain in the U.S. 
provided each person pursues U.S. citizenship; those who do not wish to pursue citizenship (or 
permanent residence status) should be required to leave. 

33.  This question is difficult to answer in the abstract; circumstances are important in this regard. 

41.  If this question refers to artificial contraception, then I would agree, but it is not clear as written; 
natural family planning should be permissible. 

 

---------- 127/157 ---------- 

My story too long. Family was Jewish originally until church forced conversion, be put to death or leave 
country during Spanish/Portuguese inquisition. I can’t attend mass anymore used to attend daily bob 
Denne and Greg Larson bring communion msgr Garrity retired bring confession and last unction. 

 

---------- 128/157 ---------- 

Fr. Doug usually has nice homilies, but people today don't need nice homilies. They need homilies that 
teach about the faith. They need homilies that inspire them to learn more. He gave a good one recently 
about the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This IS what people need--to learn! So many people have no idea what 
the tenets of the faith are. They have no idea that contraception and abortion are wrong. Why are 
priests afraid to have sermons about the right to life of a preborn baby? Why are sermons watered 
down versions of just telling us to do good? Even an atheist can be a good person. We need sermons 
telling us to be faithful Catholics! Preach about that! Teach the people about their faith! They/we need 
to know what the Church teaches! We all know how to be good people, but being a good Catholic 
entails so much more. We need sermons that make people wake up to the fact that atrocities are being 
done all throughout our country, and our country's leader (who claims to be Catholic) is not helping any! 
The priests don't have to get political. But they must teach the faith. You have a captive audience. Tell 
them what they need to know! Tell them how to live and follow the footsteps of brave saints. Tell them 
why the Church teaches the sanctity of life. Tell them that the Eucharist IS the body and blood of Christ, 
not a representation. Tell them that the Catholic faith is special because it was started by Jesus. Tell 
them something more than stressing the importance of just being nice. Teach! Stand up for our faith! If 
the priests don't, how can  you expect the congregation to? 

 

---------- 129/157 ---------- 

Pope Francis has regularly failed to accompany or show mercy to faithful, traditional Catholics, including 
those who attend the Latin Mass.  Faithful Catholics happily welcome those who seek comfort in the 
Church. They are the ones who are there every week, and staff all the charitable works.  Yet our pope 
treats them like they are rigid elitists. He and his appointed bishops regularly insult and hurt those most 
faithful to the Church. 

 



I have no problem with questions in this survey that deal with concrete Catholic teachings.  However, I 
object to the weighted convoluted questions on purely political issues.  Some of them were impossible 
to answer, in part because they were the wrong questions to be asking. 

 

---------- 130/157 ---------- 

Question 41. It is my opinion that most young Catholics are unaware of the new ways available for them 
to follow in family planning. 

 

---------- 131/157 ---------- 

43 - 45 questions  

It is of my opinion that it should be acceptable for a pregnancy to be ended if the pregnancy came about 
by forceful measures such as rape. Though I myself probably would not have ended a pregnancy had I 
been in that situation, it is of a woman’s choice as to whether she feels she would be able to handle one 
consequence over the other in making this type of decision.  

Also, for those women whose life is at risk during a pregnancy, it should be their choice as to carry full 
term or abort.  

For those who chose to abort due to neglect of responsibility, I feel that it is wrong for them to do so. 

 

---------- 132/157 ---------- 

The questions above don't allow for much nuance on the issue of abortion. While I do feel that it is 
wrong and should be prevented as much as possible, I also believe that the lives of pregnant women 
also have value and sometimes this gets forgotten. Saying that abortion should never be available or 
permitted, places some pregnant women in danger when they face medical complications during 
pregnancy. 

 

---------- 133/157 ---------- 

The pope has been much maligned by media and anti church sentiment has grown since feeling is being 
catholic doesn’t matter. I would hope the church takes a more positive look at itself and can help to 
guide people and continue to preach a consistent doctrine of love. As a Catholic we should feel an 
importance and not marginalize our positions to make others feel OK about themselves, divorce 
homosexuals are just a part of what it has become more difficult to manage life’s twists are turns that 
when church leaders do not have consistent message it makes things more confusing and people will 
lose faith 

 

---------- 134/157 ---------- 



Catholics claims to be pro-life, but only puts emphasis on anti-abortion movements.  It fails to be equally 
vocal about infertility treatment, adoption, supporting our poor (social services, education, ), supporting 
our youth (adequate college/trade education), supporting our mothers/fathers, supporting our elderly 
(medicare/medicaid/social security support), caring for prisoners, end-of-life choices (euthanasia, death 
penalty), and most of all, protecting our earth (the common denominator that sustains any life) and 
advocating for a sustainable, safe, nutritional food industry.  More effort is made towards protecting the 
rights of the unborn, at the expense of destroying the rights of those already born. All lives are 
important and no one, single-minded stance can be applicable and respective to all lives, born and 
unborn.  Respecting and loving each other should be of most importance.  We will never be able to 
understand every circumstance that may arise regarding rights to life.  Being open-minded, supportive, 
and loving each other through whichever situation/choice God has placed upon them is what we should 
respect. 

 

---------- 135/157 ---------- 

24. I worked in youth ministry for many years. Many young people touched my life and I believe I 
touched theirs as well. After the priest scandals, youth ministry has changed. I feel it has become too 
impersonal. 

 

---------- 136/157 ---------- 

#18 is really 2 questions. Our parish DOES NOT have vibrant liturgies, but DOES encourage people to 
participate. 

 

---------- 137/157 ---------- 

You missed the mark in these questions. They are hard to understand for the average reader and are 
complex. You also asked questions that were off topic to the Synod questions stated on the Vatican and 
usccb website. 

 

You also asked leading questions about important issues making it difficult or unlikely for people to give 
true, authentic feedback. 

 

This was a really great opportunity for feedback about important issues. This document has more 
information about what you should have asked questions about. 
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Vademecum-EN-A4.pdf 

 

---------- 138/157 ---------- 



20,21,23,27 I am very active in our church but I have not had the opportunity to know if the members 
are heard on issues that effect the day to day running of the church. As close as i am to the church 
community I am unaware of any activity of the church council nor is there any communication that let's 
us know if there is a active church council.  

41,42,43  The church needs to provide extensive support to mothers and families that are being forced 
to seek abortion because of issues such as financial,, marital problems, rape, and incest. If  the church is 
to stay with it's teachings on abortion it should make sure that every child that is born  is taken care of in 
a family that is stable regardless it it is with the birth parents or with an adopted family.  There should 
be more emphasis should be that the catholic church is ready to do everything to help bring up children 
safely to assure that a person who is considering abortion feels that they can handle the children. 

 

---------- 139/157 ---------- 

We are created in God's image.  I have no problem with a gay, lesbian, bi-sexual members of the church.  
I wish to not see it flaunted in front of me and like sexual interaction between a man & woman is 
private, sexual interaction between a man & man or woman & woman should be private.  It should not 
be flaunted in front of me or thrown in my face.  I admire those that struggle with their sexuality and 
privately live or have lived their lives not in the public eye. 

 

I believe in the right to life.  In some cases, a child is punished being raised by someone that never 
wanted them in the first place.  Abstinence is not always the answer. 

 

The US was founded by immigrants.  The difference is today, the US is no longer a melting pot.  
Generations of US citizens adapted to new cultures.  That is not the case today. 

 

---------- 140/157 ---------- 

Some of the questions particularly on immigration are "loaded" giving a false sense of what question is 
really being acted. 

 

---------- 141/157 ---------- 

33) I think that married men should be allowed to become priests.   Since married Anglican priests are 
allowed to become Catholic priests, why shouldn't married Catholic men be allowed to become priests?  
Or ordained priests be allowed to marry.  Weren't some of the Apostles married? 

 

---------- 142/157 ---------- 

Change the anullment process.  Divorce is sometimes necessary 



 

---------- 143/157 ---------- 

to not force the religion on other people 

 

---------- 144/157 ---------- 

41) When a husband and wife have had several children and feel that they may not be capable to care 
for them financially or other circumstances they should not feel guilty or sinful in using contraceptions. 

 

---------- 145/157 ---------- 

I believe Marriage is an act between souls not bodies. Two people willing to make a life long 
commitment should be recognized for that commitment. I believe sex is an act of deep intimacy and 
should only be shared between those who are married or are committed to marriage with each other.  

 

For Questions 43,44 I agree as ideals. I do not agree with how the pro life campaigns run themselves. I 
do not believe the generalizations that Women seek abortions only out of convenience. Women looking 
at Abortions all to often have very few options and no good ones. Shaming them is not an effective 
response. I empathically disagree with the denial of safe medical procedures in a traumatic choice 
women have been forced to make in secret for thousands of years. Safe medicine brought this problem 
into the light where it could be seen and should be celebrated for that as the underlining issue is 
addressed.  

A Pro-Life Movement that seeks to raise the fundamental and universal dignity of all human life will 
more readily address the issues that lead to Abortion than abolition which simply shrouds the problem 
in shadows be penalizing it when it is seen and pretends it is not there. 

 

---------- 146/157 ---------- 

There should really be a box with each question so we know what the questions are as we answer. 

 

Outreach - the church does no outreach. Everything is for the members who are already there. Our call 
from Jesus to “go out” is ignored. It’s all about how many services we can provide to sheep already in his 
meadow. 

 

Margins - again, the church is all about the people who are members already, and members who are just 
the way the leaders  are at that. If you feel differently or live differently, then you don’t belong here. 
That’s the message even the head pastor shares with the congregation. That’s not Christian. 



 

Married priests - Peter was married. Priests used to be able to be married.  

 

Women deacons - Jesus had women apostles and women funded his missions. The exclusion of women 
in the church was just a result of patriarchal times. 

 

36 & 38 are both two different questions in one, so answering properly is not possible. 

 

40 - grave depravity, intrinsically disordered, contrary to natural law - no one who loves a gay person 
would use these words. Jesus would not use these words. He said you can judge by fruit. The fruit of this 
church teaching is rotten. So much depression, bullying, outcasting, abandonment, suicides, all because 
of this teaching. The death & destruction is bad fruit. Parents abandoning their gay children, kids and 
adults bullying gay kids/people, depression & suicide in gay kids/people - all of this comes directly from 
the church teaching people that being gay is “depraved” “disordered” “contrary”.  The church also 
banished Galileo for “going against scripture & tradition”, saying the earth revolves around the sun. The 
church was fine with slavery because it kept with scripture & tradition. Yet we learned and did better, 
moved closér to Jesus, to love. We can grow, learn, be closer to Jesus, be more Christian, change (gasp!). 
You cannot say God is love and then claim to follow that God by creating so much hatred and pain in the 
world! 

 

---------- 147/157 ---------- 

38)  I do believe in sacramental marriage, but I also believe that stable, long term relationships between 
same sex couples deserve civil legal protections either through a civil marriage or through laws that give 
the same protection.  If we are, indeed, a merciful church, these couples should never be denied the 
services provided by Catholic Charities or other church connected charities. 

 

---------- 148/157 ---------- 

#17 - Homilies...not enough attention is given to them....Priest should realise the very critical role this 
is....only something THEY (& Deacons) are ordained to do. If you are so called to the Religious orders/life 
then you better put some time into your homilies....I'm not talking LONG, I'm talking 
MEANINGFUL..bringing and teaching the meaning of living the Gospels to us is vital and should not be an 
afterthought or just a bunch of typed pages with 'Homily of the Week. ' We need the "food" to help us 
live as Jesus wants us to through our week/life. 

 

Teach us from your experiences....let us get to know you....how you deal with being Catholic first and 
then a Priest...what was your childhood like? why become a priest?...how have you experienced God in 



your life/ what mistakes have you lived though that make you identify with what we go through? How 
does the Gospel affect you? What have you learned? Don't waste the importance of the Homily...it 
doesn't need to be an hour...it can be 15 minutes but it needs to MATTER. Put some time into it/pray 
about it. 

 

#19 - Yes...but should have more opportunities to have a Latin Mass in our church...say once a month. 
Nothing wrong with it...love the sound and tradition of it....I don't feel it goes against the mission of the 
church or Vatican II.... I'd like to have the chance to have Latin mass once in a while....it's a beautiful 
language 

 

#22 - While not any one priest...there is a Deacon in our church who realllly loves being a "Deacon"...you 
can see it...how he walks around....has to have the last word...has to crack a joke and be see as 
funny....very full of himself and loving being in the position his has....at least as I see his "Performance" 
during Sunday mass. Turns me off on his behavior. 

 

---------- 149/157 ---------- 

42.  There are many children without parents ready to be adopted. 

     

        Our priests are very friendly, loving and easy to approach, we are very, very Blessed. 

 

---------- 150/157 ---------- 

Families with small children are left on the margins. Environments are not friendly to small children. 

 

---------- 151/157 ---------- 

question 5 it would be good to separate out physical and mental disabilities, they are quite differnent.  I 
would not select physical but would select mental as marginalised because I don't know of what the 
church local or area does. 

 

question 10 once again a long list that you only have to hit one to check "limts our ability to listen", 
seems a bit leading.  I would say any difference in foreign language would limit our ability if you don't 
understand the language.  All these different could be bulleted 

 

question 45 I don't know about someone with medical reasons in some cases regarding embryo's 



 

---------- 152/157 ---------- 

27:  Our parish is made up of people with widely differing political beliefs.  As a result, our pastor has 
difficulty advocating for some social justice initiatives that would be frowned upon by some vocal groups 
in the parish.  Our Saint Vincent DePaul group works hard to serve the poor and marginalized.  But they 
are one small group.  Similarly, we have a small creation care group that is also working hard to address 
environmental justice issues.  But it is difficult to find support in the parish. 

36:  God created sex so that all living things could procreate and allow their species to survive.  

38:  The Jews were allowed to divorce.  And Jesus himself said that when we die we are no longer 
married.  One of the commandments forbids adultery.  What that means to me is that while you are in a 
marriage you should remain faithful.  But more importantly, you should truly love your partner and work 
together toward a more perfect union.  If there are problems due to drug and alcohol abuse that 
prevent that, or other issues such as adultery, or abuse, I believe that we should be allowed to divorce. 

39:  I object to the Church's aggressive  stand on abortion when it does not aggressively fight for social 
justice for those who are victims of poverty, persecution, hunger, etc.  I believe that a woman has a right 
to choose whether to abort a fetus, based on her life circumstances, faith and beliefs.  We, as Catholics 
cannot tell people of other faiths what to do.  And we should not vote for an evil man because he 
promises to stack the court to reverse our current abortion laws.  We need to advocate for more 
funding of medical services and other safety net programs to help women who want to have the child to 
be able to do so. 

 

---------- 153/157 ---------- 

13, 20, 23, 27 - Haven't experienced in this Parish. 

33 - It is important to have enough ordained to carry out the Church's mission but allowing something so 
different from region to region seems dangerous to the both the clergy and the congregations in all 
areas. 

39 - I struggle with this as being judgmental versus opening.  I also find it disturbing because the vast 
majority of the sex scandal cases are male-male incidents. 

45 - Being in the medical field, it is very difficult to commit to the way this question is worded.  I believe 
in quality of life over quantity and the right of a person to die with dignity. 

 

---------- 154/157 ---------- 

All are to theologian deep questions. Make them simpler. 

 

---------- 155/157 ---------- 



With Covid and not being able to sit 6 feet apart I do not attend church. I work everyday and have to 
wear a mask and stay 6 feet apart 

 

---------- 156/157 ---------- 

Questions 41 and 43-45 give very simple answers to a complex questions, and frankly the wording of the 
questions and available answers are slanted to get the answers the Catholic church wants to hear.  The 
truth is that there ARE very limited justifications for early termination of a pregnancy.  Even if the church 
says "NO", pregnancy terminations are going to happen just as they have since women have been 
having babies.  Women deserve access to SAFE and legal terminations in very early (in a pregnancy) and 
very limited situations.  The church should not guilt women into making health choices. This topic makes 
me very angry and has made me want to leave the church. I am a female and have never had an 
abortion. An organization run by very human and fallible men cannot begin to fully understand this 
issue. The church should be a haven and refuge for women that have made this agonizing decision. As it 
is, the church is a source of constant shaming of women who have made this decision. 

 

---------- 157/157 ---------- 

I just want Francis to know that he needs to repent or face damnation 

 

============================== 

48)  What Church teaching do you find most difficult?  Please tell us why.: 

 

---------- 1/181 ---------- 

Union between man and woman is for procreation. We have become a world that kills, perverts, abuses 
and horrifically treats children. We have become a world that marginalizes the poor, diseased and 
elderly.  We are not doing enough as a CHURCH community to change the laws that do this. Tradition is 
tradition yes and we went from having slaves and sacrificing animals in the Old Testament to love all and 
turn the other cheek in the New Testament, therefore, is it not time for more changes? More action? 
More fight against the growing evil? We sit in our tradition and are taught to accept it all, all the evil 
around us, just keeping praying. Moses took action. Noah took action. Jesus took action. 

 

---------- 2/181 ---------- 

My only wish is that the resources and detailed explanations we have now for the teachings of the 
Church had been available in the 50s-60s, which has allowed my eyes and ears to be opened to 
experience a more profound relationship and belief in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit.  I am so grateful that I have that relationship now! 



 

---------- 3/181 ---------- 

Eucharist- it’s just hard to believe. 

Birth Control- I’ve been on birth control for a variety of health reasons in my adult life, not just for 
conception avoidance reasons. 

Same sex unions- I believe homosexual individuals were born that way, not that it’s a choice. How can 
we punish people for something they do not control? 

 

---------- 4/181 ---------- 

That a couple should not use birth control 

 

---------- 5/181 ---------- 

Love one another 

 

---------- 6/181 ---------- 

Teaching on not using any form of contraception. 

The population of the planet has grown so large that it negatively impacts the health of this planet, our 
only home. 

 

---------- 7/181 ---------- 

Where do I even begin? I reject the unrestricted authority of the Pope to decide unilaterally the content 
of the faith and morals; consequently, I reject papal infallibility. The Pope has a role as the "elder 
brother" and "first among equals" among the bishops (in this, the Orthodox are correct), but he is not 
the sole Vicar of Christ, the promise to Peter notwithstanding. Consequently, the bishops of the church 
should not have unrestricted authority over the diocese - governance of the diocese should be shared 
between the bishop, his priest and deacons, AND the laity, each with their own important role. (And this 
should include WOMEN in the governance of the Church, and I say this as a man. I believe women 
should be allowed to be ordained as deacons also). The over-emphasis of the all-male hierarchy is both 
demeaning to women, and leads directly to clericalism and corruption within the church, both sexual 
and financial. 

 

---------- 8/181 ---------- 

Exclusion of women in most church ministries. 



 

---------- 9/181 ---------- 

Abortion in the case of rape. I would have a hard time telling others what to do in that challenging 
situation. 

 

---------- 10/181 ---------- 

1. See comments in number 47. 

2. Get real - Catholics are using birth control. Otherwise the pews would be spilling over with babies and 
pregnant women. Women and families should be able to make these decisions without the pressure of 
guilt from the church. 

3. Homosexual couples (male and female) in a genuine and committed relationship joined by a civil 
union should not be expected to abstain from sexual pleasure with each other.  In no way do I condone 
multiple sexual partners for anyone.  I do not think that homosexual couples should be allowed the 
sacrament of marriage. 

 

---------- 11/181 ---------- 

Sex outside the marriage. I'm past the time where I could get pregnant, and I totally believe that 
contraception is wrong. But I'm also divorced. We were denied the annulment. My ex is remarried, but I 
have not gotten married. I am seeing someone I love but do not want to get married because this 
person is not Catholic. But according to the church, if I were to be with him, it would be adultery either 
way--if we slept together married or unmarried. I don't want to give up the Eucharist (though my ex still 
receives and shouldn't). It's very difficult. I feel like my life is in limbo. I wish the annulment process 
were easier. He was the one who left. He has moved on and has a new family. But I am left alone, and it 
seems like the Church has abandoned me. I appealed my case to Rome, but it's been 10 months, and I 
haven't heard a word. This is not the mercy Pope Francis seems to speak so much of. 

 

---------- 12/181 ---------- 

Reconciliation.  Always have since being a small child. Always feel awkward and although I never have 
mortal sins to confess, I feel my venial sins seem so trivial compared. Always dread confession but force 
myself to go. Always feel so good when I’m done. 

 

---------- 13/181 ---------- 

Being against contraception.  In our culture where women are so often victimized, and then penalized 
for becoming pregnant especially when they are single (where is the outrage against single fathers?), 



women need some protection.  When marriages break up and fathers disappear (again, where is the 
outrage against deadbeat dads?)  women are often left to support the children alone.   

And pregnancy is also a health risk for many women.   

 

When the rules are made primarily by men, these are serious issues. 

 

---------- 14/181 ---------- 

Contraception. Sometimes a couple cannot afford to have (more) children. The church should not deny 
them expression of married love because of their financial status. This is an area where the church 
should not interfere. 

 

---------- 15/181 ---------- 

Cruxifux 

 

---------- 16/181 ---------- 

contraception. NFP does not work for all  and sometimes other methods are needed for different 
reasons. 

 

---------- 17/181 ---------- 

Birth Control:  It is difficult for couples to think about having a large number of children.  There are many 
reasons for this, and not all are good reasons, but it is reality.  Many Catholics are absolutely using birth 
control.  I am not sure what the right answer is, perhaps  acknowledgement that certain types of birth 
control are acceptable. 

 

---------- 18/181 ---------- 

I find the Sacrament of reconciliation the most difficult to participate in. I would like to pray for 
forgiveness and acknowledge my sins before God, and not man. 

 

---------- 19/181 ---------- 

Contraception 



Why, when so many children are born to those who don't want to be parents, and who probably 
shouldn't be parents, would we prohibit safe and effective methods to prevent conception?  Makes no 
sense to me. 

 

Prohibition of gay marriage is another mystery to me.  Why would we ostracize couples who have found 
their life partners and prevent their complete immersion into society as families?   

 

I thought we were the people of love and mercy, but I cannot grasp the above teachings in that light. 

 

---------- 20/181 ---------- 

Besides in church, and if you’ve been fortunate enough to attend Catholic school…what teaching?  

 

With the technology of today, it’s tragic how uncommunicative the church is, in both directions.  Sharing 
ongoing inspirational teachings experiences could be SIGNIFICANTLY improved.   

 

Reminders of saying prayers alone would significantly affect our world and relationship with God. 

 

---------- 21/181 ---------- 

nothing 

 

---------- 22/181 ---------- 

God killing so many innocent people. People worship a literal murderer. Sounds more like Satan to me. 
Also if God doesn’t have a gender then why is there so much hate on gender fluid people. 

 

---------- 23/181 ---------- 

The idea that a person who experiences same-sex attraction cannot be permitted to live out 
companionship and ultimately, be married as recognized by the Catholic Church. There are so many 
people who commit graver sins than what the church classified as such. I know of at least two people 
(my own family) whose faith would still be Catholic if they saw their lifestyle as embraced by the 
Catholic Church. 

 

---------- 24/181 ---------- 



Irrelevant, if the Church is what it claims to be. It'd be easier if the Church acted boldly and consistently 
with its claim. 

 

---------- 25/181 ---------- 

Many teachings are either difficult to accept, difficult to follow -or both. This is not an issue with the 
teachings. It is our own natures that make it tough to surrender to the teachings. Each of us will have 
more trouble with some teachings than other teachings. It seems we have to build on our strengths and 
know our weaknesses.  

Developing an awareness of my own faults and failures has been painful -and has helped me be better 
than I would otherwise. I think the Church does a good job of balancing praise and correction. This is a 
normal part of any parent-child, or leader-follower relationship.  

I was away from the Church from about 15-years-old until 29-years-old. That was lots of time to develop 
wrong ideas and habits. When I woke up and came back, the Church welcomed me where I was and 
encouraged me to continue growing my faith.  

I think I was hung up on the idea of my friends missing out on salvation if they did not accept Jesus. 
When I was young, that did not seem to make sense. It seemed that many good people did not believe 
in Jesus but did belong in heaven. As I grew older, I understood that separation from God is necessary to 
allow true freedom. Love is not love if it is not freely given. That hangup held me back a long time. Now, 
for times when I am disappointed that friends cannot understand the beauty of the Faith and accept 
Jesus, I rely on the Serenity Prayer. I try to continue witnessing -but I do not let my disappointments 
interfere with my Faith. 

 

---------- 26/181 ---------- 

How Catholics can/ should evangelize/ relate to fallen away Catholics.  

 

Holy Days of Obligation / obligation to attend Mass 

 

Receiving the Eucharist in the hand 

 

---------- 27/181 ---------- 

birth control 

 

---------- 28/181 ---------- 



I truly believe that human life is sacred from conception to death, but I think many in the Church who 
have taken such a hard line on abortion have made immigrants' lives, homeless persons' lives, prisoners' 
lives of less importance.  I believe in the right to life but I also believe in a woman's right to choose.  This 
cannot be a dualistic issue, all lives are of importance to God. 

 

---------- 29/181 ---------- 

There is a lot of teaching the church does that are difficult, like homosexuality, we teach love and 
acceptance yet we persecute a couple who are same sex.  The church teaches that couples should not 
use contraception because it prevents the primary purpose of conjugal sex, but is it not a better option 
to use contraception in order to prevent unwanted pregnancy? 

 

---------- 30/181 ---------- 

As a person who has suffered infertility and multiple miscarriages, I find it hard to abide by the IVF 
position. Although I understand the teaching, and agree with the position, it would be hard for me to 
follow if God had not blessed me with children eventually. 

 

---------- 31/181 ---------- 

The stance on abortion.  I have difficulty believing there are no reasons to have an abortion.. 

 

---------- 32/181 ---------- 

Birth control. Found a priest who said NO PROBLEM when my husband had mental health issues and we 
already had a few children.  Pregnancy help and/with adoption counseling for those needing same 
should be available. 

 

Protection of ANY clergy who are addicts, alcoholics, pedophiles, or mentally ill from civil conviction. 
Granted, if no crime has been inferred or convicted, immediate counseling and relief from stressful 
employment should be provided, but to reassign and reassign without proper intervention is outrageous 
and criminal. I have seen this happen MANY times and read about it even more. 

 

---------- 33/181 ---------- 

Birth control, and abortion, not my decision, not the government’s decision and especially not the 
Church’s opinion. 

 

---------- 34/181 ---------- 



I don’t find church teaching difficult because so much must be taken on Faith and can’t be proven or 
disproven by the average parishioners.  I depend on the ongoing debate of theological thinkers to figure 
things out. It is not my role to debate church teaching.    

 

My observation is that many church teachings are widely ignored. 

 

---------- 35/181 ---------- 

I find not continuing to teach parishioners throughout their life difficult.  It is teach to Confirmation and 
stop 

 

---------- 36/181 ---------- 

I struggle with the notion of confession as the only way to achieve the forgiveness of sins. The notion 
that only men can be ordained priests and that women are limited to a diminished role as nuns or 
religious sisters. I believe that celibacy should be optional and not compulsory. On the issue of abortion, 
I believe it is a personal decision that pertains God and the individual. While I don’t support abortion 
anymore than Mother Theresa of Calcuta did, I believe that is inappropriate for the church to force or 
promote the total eradication of abortion from society. Eliminating once and for all the so called “free 
will” we all have as established in the Catholic Catechism. The role of the church should be to guide and 
spiritually form its members in the faith entrusting them with making their own decisions. The church 
should resist the urge to influence the political landscape to promote its own doctrine and ideas. I 
strongly agree with the notion that State and Church should be separated. 

 

---------- 37/181 ---------- 

The sacrament of marriage. 

We need to empower the Sacrament of marriage. 

Theology of the body at all levels. 

Marriage is the cell of society.  

Marriage preparation should take a longer time. Discernment of different vocations needs to be 
presented at all different levels of education. Retreats for young people, young adults, married couples 
during the first, second and third, fourth & fifth year's of married life, are important. Follow up with 
married couples. 

 

---------- 38/181 ---------- 



See comment at 47) above.  I am also a little puzzled by the Church's teaching on artificial contraception.  
Why must all conjugal acts within marriage be open to conception?  Why then is "natural family 
planning" acceptable?  I follow the Church's teaching but have a lack of understanding of the Church's 
position. 

 

---------- 39/181 ---------- 

Pope Francis I believe brought political theatre into the church programs (socialism) 

The Pope is infallible upon Church doctrine and fhey should be kept separate.  

No politics 

 

---------- 40/181 ---------- 

Not a big thing, but Mary (who I honor and respect), I just would hope that she and Joseph had a full 
married life including sex together.  I understand what the church is trying to say, but I have doubts and 
don't see a problem with them having a full married life. 

 

---------- 41/181 ---------- 

Marriage annulment for 2nd marriages. It seems too "one size fits all". 

 

---------- 42/181 ---------- 

#43, #44, #45. Scientifically, conception results with a clump of cells that have the potential to develop 
into a viable fetus.  

I have a real problem with "Pro-Life" stance of many a politician and cleric. Many who profess to be 
"pro-life" are in reality merely "pro-unborn", as they exhibit no concern, compassion, or need to address 
issues facing those already born.  Only when we, as a society, seek to understand, address and correct 
the situations and circumstances that cause women to seek abortions can we truly be called "pro-life".  

I do not agree with promoting the idea of "one issue" voting (I have seen the bumper stickers on cars at 
Mass). The abortion rights issue will be the least of our problems should the current threats to our 
democracy prevail. 

 

---------- 43/181 ---------- 

There are two Church teachings that I especially struggle with .  One is the existence of purgatory, and 
the other is the infallibility of the Pope.  I do not find straightforward evidence of these teachings in 
Scripture. 



 

---------- 44/181 ---------- 

Sunday & holy day Mass obligations. It is hard for me to sit through Mass anymore (see above) and then 
I feel guilty for not going. (I had 12 years of Catholic schools.) Because of the pandemic and my health, I 
have only attended Mass about 3 times in the last 2 years, and although I know the bishop has said I am 
not required to go, I still feel very guilty. Added to the disaffection I feel about our parish, I will probably 
go to a different parish church when I start going again. 

 

---------- 45/181 ---------- 

Many conversations with Catholic friends at lunch, dinner, gatherings seem to focus on too many man 
made rules for Catholics to follow rather than actual Church writings. Creates an atmosphere that local 
dioceses have one set of rules compared to another and all opinions for the Church are equal. Believe 
from world wide travel the man made Catholic rules of belief are more persuasive in U.S. than 
worldwide Catholic belief? The Church is always growing with technology and new doctrinal thought but 
too many believe it’s my way or the highway for their personal belief. Think it should be “our way” as 
collective Catholics. 

 

---------- 46/181 ---------- 

only allowing men to be priests because women are just as capable. 

 

---------- 47/181 ---------- 

I think the doctrine of purgatory totally negates the purpose of the cross and therefore is contradictory 
to the church's teaching. If you have to suffer a hellish experience for hundreds of years, then Jesus 
didn't pay the penalty for our sins because purgatory infers that we will pay for our sins ourselves. This 
doctrine is what splintered the churches beginning with Martin Luther. If it were such an important 
place, don't you not think Jesus would have even hinted at its existence? And yet is said absolutely 
nothing about it. The church needs to admit that the doctrine was a mistake, and it needs to remove it 
from its teaching. I'll never forget the day that I attended Mass, and shortly after I lost my mother to 
breast cancer and I was still mourning her loss, one of the priests mentioned that she was suffering 
terribly in purgatory. It made me very angry. Fortunately for her, she was a protestant, so according to 
their doctrine, she gets to go straight to heaven. 

 

---------- 48/181 ---------- 

I'm not sure what's right, but on a lot of social issues I think we need to remember that Jesus came to 
fulfill the Old Testament, but not live in it. 

 



A lot of the rules of the church seem based in Old Testament Leviticus laws that applied to the early 
church. When Jesus came he didn't always live by those Old Testament laws...he upheld God's 
Commandments, but he healed on the Sabbath, frequented with those unclean and on the outskirts, 
and was not too impressed by those who only live by the law, but did not show God's love to others.  He 
stated: Love God with your whole heart, soul and mind and Love your neighbor as yourself. Those were 
the two he focused on in setting up his church and I think we should look at that more when deciding 
how to act and carry out Church policies. 

 

---------- 49/181 ---------- 

Birth control for married couples. Many couples are capable of remaining open to life without having to 
birth more children. Having a larger family has been a blessing but not everyone is capable of sacrificing 
for a large family. Also caring for aging parents is being open to life as well as caring for family, friends, 
and neighbors. We are all called to different vocations. 

 

---------- 50/181 ---------- 

No Contraception. 

 

---------- 51/181 ---------- 

Barring anyone from communion 

 

---------- 52/181 ---------- 

Only men can be ordained. I believe women are viewed equally by God and are spiritually gifted for 
ministry. I believe God calls some women to priesthood. God's grace and call is not limited to men. My 
God has no limits. 

 

---------- 53/181 ---------- 

The Story of the Prodigal Son, where you should go above and beyond for someone who has deserted 
you, yet make the one who remains faithful feel less important. 

 

While it may be easy to forgive someone who deserted you/used you, it is very difficult to shower them 
after the hurt.  This kind of sets you up for being hurt and made a fool of again, as trusting their sincerity 
is absent. 

 

---------- 54/181 ---------- 



I struggle with the Church's teachings on homosexuality. I have a number of loved ones who fall on the 
LGBT spectrum and it is hard to discount the genuine love and human flourishing I have seen in those 
relationships. I understand the Church's teaching on the topic and its reasoning for said teaching, but I 
cannot in my own good conscience wholeheartedly support it. I acknowledge my bias on this issue and 
in my evangelization and apologetics efforts, I defer to the Church's teaching on the subject so as not to 
unintentionally lead others to sin. I do however believe that individual members of the Church have not 
lived up to their call to love and welcome the LGBT community even in a disordered state. Too often the 
Church's teaching on this has been perverted to justify hatred, bigotry, and cruelty and this is horrific. If 
people in the LGBT community are in a state of sin they ought to be loved and welcomed all the more by 
the Church as they are in dire need of healing and salvation. Christ did not come and establish the 
Church to celebrate the righteous but to heal and save the sinner. If we use the Church's teaching on 
LGBT issues as a veil for hatred then we fail our call as Catholics and commit a graver sin than those in 
the LGBT community. I am optimistic about the Church's movements on this issue and have faith that 
the Holy Spirit will guide the bridegroom of Christ to fulfill her mission in spite of human failings. 

 

---------- 55/181 ---------- 

I struggle with the birth control teaching; it is not practical, realistic and it is a source of young people 
leaving the church. Also, the teaching on homosexuality if we are going to love and accept others like 
Jesus did, we cannot pick and choose. We need to stop the judgement and welcome all with open arms 
as Jesus did. 

 

---------- 56/181 ---------- 

Relationships being between one man and one woman.  I have known too many homosexual individuals 
who certainly did not "choose" to be so. They struggled greatly coming to terms with their 
homosexuality and only after accepting it and coming out (even if it meant leaving a certain faith) 
became happy, productive members of society.  If God created us all in His image and likeness, why 
can't people love whom they want to? 

 

---------- 57/181 ---------- 

I'm finding the Church's teaching on sex within marriage to be increasingly difficult and I think it needs 
some revisiting and clarification. I can deal with no birth control because NFP works and prevents 
spouses from using each other. Fine. But I think they need to revisit whether it's acceptable for a man to 
pleasure his wife though non-penetrative means while she is in the fertile range of her cycle, and then 
refrain from seeking pleasure himself until she is infertile. I feel like that should be allowed out of 
fairness to women. Many women will never enjoy sex if they can't experience it during peak fertility, but 
they only have sex during peak fertility when trying to conceive. So they have good sex like 3 times out 
of their whole married lives, while their husbands enjoy it no matter what. I feel like a bunch of celibate 
men decided women aren't allowed to orgasm unless they are actively trying to conceive. And they 
decided if you aren't enjoying sex outside of peak fertility you just need to learn to be a better lover. 



FALSE. Lady hormones often say it ain't happening no matter how skilled you are. I think lots of 
marriages would carry less resentment and be more open if this could be re-examined. I think it also 
would be worth re-examining what is acceptable when a married couple with children decides they can't 
manage any more. The stress of not wanting to conceive yet again can make sex impossible to enjoy for 
women, even when they only use non-fertile windows of time. There's a lot of rhetoric about joyfully 
risking it and throwing caution to the wind, but I think that was written by men who never have to worry 
they'll conceive. Please address this again and please include some married women in the discussion. 

 

---------- 58/181 ---------- 

birth control   see above   the rule makers do not live in a married environment and rely on the old 
testament of Onan as a basis of birth control, but not the use of say Jacob having extra wives, and 
handmaids, etc.  Marriage is for children, and to be as one, but the church with their birth control rules 
make it extremely difficult to live together and have the number of children they can afford.  Sexual 
desire for a husband or a wife is not on a clock. We live together as one. 

 

---------- 59/181 ---------- 

helping illegal immigrants.  Hard time helping anybody that breaks ten commandments: lying, stealing, 
coveting 

 

---------- 60/181 ---------- 

None. While some are difficult we must choose to work and seek guidance from them 

 

---------- 61/181 ---------- 

All of Jesus’ teachings are difficult because we are fallen, but they should not be made easier and 
cushier- we need to strive after Him. 

 

---------- 62/181 ---------- 

The most difficult Church teaching for me is the requirement that annullment  is the only way to dissolve 
a marriage.  The Church should recognize marriage even if the previous marriage was not formally 
annulled. 

 

---------- 63/181 ---------- 



Having been raised a Baptist, I had a struggle with WHO is to be called my father.  But I knew that the 
Catholic Church did a very professional and organized method of helping instill a conscience in young 
children and I knew that would be the best way to raise my children 

 

---------- 64/181 ---------- 

At this point in my life, I really don't find Church teachings difficult.  The few that may pose a challenge 
to me are exactly the ones most needed to keep me grounded in the Faith and my life centered on God 
and giving Him praise and glory.  I am grateful to God for establishing His Church and continuing to 
reinforce it with foundational Church teaching rooted in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. 

 

---------- 65/181 ---------- 

Homosexual acts are acts of grave depravity, intrinsically disordered and are contrary to the natural law.   
--this has been difficult for me. 

 

 i have known my brother-in-law who has fathered and raised his twin sons ( who are now 18-years-old 
and soon graduating from high school and seeking colleges today). I don't believe that his act of wanting 
children, fathering his sons, and accomplishing this life-long job of raising them these 18 years is 
considered "against natural law". 

  

I have known individuals who have chosen same-sex partners and I accept them and I am especially 
happy if their life choices include desiring and raising children in their families. 

 

---------- 66/181 ---------- 

Contraception. I see it as entirely different from abortion. 

 

---------- 67/181 ---------- 

Not the teaching but how it is inconsistent. That is the dignity of human life.  Cries for ending abortion 
but not working on the core causes. Women's rights came apart when abortion became law in that the 
woman is now ultimately and solely responsible for all sexual intercouse, before and after conception. 
Men were given a free pass, an out, "she can always abort". How primal, injust, cruel, and destructive. A 
vicious cycle. Our work is not to make it illegal, our work is to get to the root, to change society's respect 
for all lives especially the most vulnerable whether that be an embryo, fetus, baby, different abled 
person, same sex attracted (or LGBTQ person), people of color, elderly, or imprisoned. Everone. 
Especially peoples who are, think, or acts differently from me. I think we're "throwing out the baby with 



the bath water" when we try to impose a change with disregard for the human toll. Hearts are changed 
gradually through positive, life affirming, dignity prompting love. One small step at a time. 

 

---------- 68/181 ---------- 

As someone who has struggled with scrupulosity (and a lax conscience as well), I really struggle with the 
lack of clarity on certain moral issues.  I have a copy of the Catechism, and I appreciate forums such as 
CatholicAnswers.com, etc.  Yet, on certain issues, I feel that I can not find satisfactorily clear answers (for 
example, what is truly not permitted on Sundays - I've read varying opinions from "shopping is OK", to 
"unnecessary shopping makes you complicit in making others break the Third Commandment").  I don't 
imagine there is a way to remedy this situation, but it is the most difficult part of Catholicism for me - 
especially in discerning when I may or may not be in a state of mortal sin as well as how to advise my 
children on certain issues as I am passing on the Faith to them. 

 

---------- 69/181 ---------- 

I find the church teaching on divorce difficult. I do not understand why I must get an annulment in order 
to marry again. To me it makes no sense if the marriage was long and there are children involved. It feels 
like we are trying to say the marriage never happened. 

 

---------- 70/181 ---------- 

I feel that most Catholics do practice contraception as evidenced by the fact that most don’t have more 
than two/three children. I also feel that LGBQT plus community needs to be accepted.  I believe that all 
life is sacred but I cannot believe all the disregard I see for fellow humans when I see people at church 
being anti-mask and anti-vaccine. It is really changed how I feel about things and about my community 
as a whole. 

 

---------- 71/181 ---------- 

I am currently struggling with the teaching regarding homosexuality.  I personally agree that this is a 
disordered lifestyle and do not fully understand it.  I also have two nieces (non-Catholic), whom I love, 
that have embraced homosexuality. Our current culture of normalizing homosexuality on TV and social 
media is making things confusing for many. On the other hand, this lifestyle has been around for a long 
time. Perhaps there are ways to legally legitimize same-sex relationships outside of marriage. It is 
important to listen respectfully and learn with this and many of these difficult topics. 

 

---------- 72/181 ---------- 

That divorce is never acceptable. Many individuals change, denounce their faith, hurt others, are 
abusive, etc. and there can be a need emotionally and physically to stay safe by divorcing. It is also not a 



practical teaching given divorce rates today and divorcees feel isolated, judged, and unwelcomed within 
their own community when their faith is what many look to lean on during these difficult time. 

 

---------- 73/181 ---------- 

Divorce 

 

---------- 74/181 ---------- 

1.  Suffering is so accepted and encouraged.  God gave us the intelligence, resources and will to help 
ease suffering yet I hear all the time to 'offer ' it up.  I will never understand  it. 2.  Eucharist is Body,  
Blood , Soul and Divinity of Christ is not  a symbol.  I believe it and try to understand but very, very 
difficult. 

 

---------- 75/181 ---------- 

That homosexual couples are not equal to heterosexual couples. The teachings that homosexual sex is 
somehow a much 'worse' sin than all the others committed by our community. 

 

---------- 76/181 ---------- 

Going to Confession face to face! 

 

---------- 77/181 ---------- 

Failure to participate in Sunday mass and Holy Days of Obligation is sinful 

 

---------- 78/181 ---------- 

I accept all Church teaching and those I may have trouble with I pray about them and studywhat the 
Church actually teaches and has taught down through the years. I became Catholic because Mother 
Church teaches truth. 

 

---------- 79/181 ---------- 

I do not find any of the Church's teachings difficult to accept because I trust that God has given the 
Magisterium His authority to teach in His name. 

 

---------- 80/181 ---------- 



The teaching that abortion is always wrong.  

I believe in the sanctity of life, especially for the most vulnerable.  There are three lives involved in this 
dilemma - the father, the mother, and the unborn child.  The Catholic church often elevates the life of 
the child at the expense of the mother.  The father is rarely mentioned, even though he bears at least 
equal responsibility, and often more responsibility, than the mother in the creation of that life (as in 
instances of rape, or an older man and a young girl) 

 

The Catholic church elevates motherhood in its reverence for the Virgin Mary, but its position on 
abortion more often demonizes and criminalizes a girl or woman who finds herself unexpectedly 
pregnant.  Instead, our emphasis should be on protecting and supporting the mother, and in teaching 
men that their role in preventing this dilemma is to control their own worst instincts so that women, 
and particularly young girls, are not put in this position. 

 

A girl or woman who chooses life for her child in difficult circumstances should be regarded as a hero, 
and a man who supports her as well.  This is the story of the holy family. 

 

It may make us feel pious to proclaim that every child must be born, but without committing to walking 
beside the mother as she carries, bears, and raises that child to adulthood, there is no purpose to our 
self-righteousness. 

 

In preaching that anyone who considers an abortion is evil, and making it a criminal act, we are not 
accomplishing the intent of giving all babies a chance at life.  Imagine a young teenage girl hearing this 
hateful rhetoric.  Do you think she will seek counsel and refuge in the Catholic church? 

 

---------- 81/181 ---------- 

The churches position on abortion is not difficult.  However, it's implementation and politics is way off.  
Primary focus on loving and taking care of an unwed mother should be the churches most visible 
approach which requires inclusion of this perspective into the weekly sermons, church doctrine and it's 
politics.    The decision to attack and laws about abortion and thereby demean women who have had 
abortions is hateful (read this as moronically helping satin do his work) and counterproductive.  A text 
book example in how to not provide moral leadership. 

 

---------- 82/181 ---------- 

The rules of what marriage should be.  Why should you expect a woman to remain in a loveless and 
often abusive relationship or be left poor and unhappy because she was unlucky enough to marry the 



wrong man.  Any why should even a widow or never married person be prohibited from marrying 
someone from another faith because they were married before the couple never met? 

The church is losing so many younger people because of its attitude toward the lgbt community. God 
doesn't make mistakes-lgbt people are born that way, not made that way. 

I have always felt that the powers that be in the church do no honestly respect women, that it is run by 
a society of  older men that have not been involved in real family situations. Jesus loved and revered his 
mother, why doesn't the church do the same for women?  Where would all the men be without 
mothers? 

 

---------- 83/181 ---------- 

Indulgences and how they are applied today 

 

---------- 84/181 ---------- 

I find the extravagance of the Church very hard to reconcile with the humbleness of Jesus. Why are we 
building Cathedrals and painting pictures of the priests with their dogs in the church dome, repainting 
blue backgrounds behind an altar to gold, paying settlements to cover up actions of pedophiles who 
then get swept under a rug, when there are so many homeless, hungry people; people having to pay 
more and more money every year to attend Catholic schools. 

 

---------- 85/181 ---------- 

Not allowing divorced people to remarry.   Sadly, marriages do fail.  I would like for the Church to be 
more forgiving to those who fail. 

 

---------- 86/181 ---------- 

Cohabitation/sex before marriage.  Agree it should not happen.  Difficult to follow especially in today's 
world. 

 

---------- 87/181 ---------- 

That Jesus is in the Eucharist.     I am very sorry for saying this.  I believe in Jesus and in God but have a 
hard time with this.   I also have a hard time believing that "God gave his only begotten son".     God 
could have had as many sons as more than all the stars in the sky. 

 

---------- 88/181 ---------- 



None 

 

---------- 89/181 ---------- 

1 - That women shouldn't be allowed to be able to share of themselves Spiritually the Calling of God in 
the same way that men are.  Becoming a nun does not nearly offer the same opportunities as becoming 
a Deacon and/or a Priest. Even Jesus' faith (Judaism) has changed their stance on women's roles in the 
church. 

 

2 - Age limits for Priests and Deacons. My husband (and I) wished to become a Deacon once he was 
retired and was told that he was "too old". (LA Archdiocese) 

 

---------- 90/181 ---------- 

That divorced individuals should not participate in the Eucharist.  If someone is forgiven sins such as 
murder by King David, then I would extend that grace and mercy to allow divorced Catholics to 
participate in all sacraments if forgiven of the sin of divorce. 

 

---------- 91/181 ---------- 

In the Gospels, Jesus spent lots of time with sinners.  Most of the sinners he interacted with repented of 
their sinful ways and followed him.  We do not learn how to interact with sinners who still cling to their 
sinful ways.  Jesus accepts all people, but not their sin.  When we try and be like Jesus and accept all 
people, people expect us to accept their sins as well. LGBT is the perfect example- how do you accept 
the people, without their beliefs?  Rejecting their beliefs, in their view, is the same as rejecting 
themselves. 

 

---------- 92/181 ---------- 

We are taught that there appears to be no sin too great for God to forgive, but the Catholic Church 
cannot seem to forgive the sin of Divorce. The Annulment process makes no sense. It’s out of touch.  

 People make mistakes in all areas of their lives, I cannot believe our loving God would wants us to suffer 
the consequences of marrying the wrong person for the rest of our lives. 

 

---------- 93/181 ---------- 

Papacy. I respect the chair of St.Peter but there has been antipopes and heretical popes  throughout 
history and they do not deserve that chair. 

 



---------- 94/181 ---------- 

transubstantiation- I just have a hard time wrapping my scientific mind around it. 

 

---------- 95/181 ---------- 

Homosexuality 

 

---------- 96/181 ---------- 

Homosexuality is a sin. 

 

---------- 97/181 ---------- 

I feel that all people should be welcomed to the church and not judged by their sexuality or living 
situations or life choices. I have difficulty with the teachings against homosexuality, gay marriage, 
contraception, abortion and divorce. 

 

---------- 98/181 ---------- 

I don't find any Church teaching particularly difficult.  What I find difficult is that I suddenly seem to find 
myself in a Church that is willing to water down doctrine, dogma, and Tradition, and in some cases it 
seems even go against scripture, to be seen as "inclusive," "tolerant." or "with the times."  This is an 
extreme error in my opinion.  Jesus was not worried about offending people.  He did not tell them what 
they wanted to hear.  He did not say to those seeking his mercy that they did not need it, he told them 
to sin no more.  I do not for the life of me understand why we are now seeking to water down the faith 
handed on to us by concerning ourselves with getting with "the times," "inclusiveness," or "diversity."  
Do we want to include all?  Yes.  Do we want to be diverse? YES.  And the Church is, and it does.  But the 
Church includes by convincing more and more people to follow the true teachings of Christ, not by 
seeing if there are things that the Church can change about those teachings to include people.  This is no 
faith at all.  This is nothing.  It is a lie. 

 

---------- 99/181 ---------- 

I find the entire hierarchical structure of our church to be "unChristian".  Women should be able to be 
priests, bishops, and even  POPE. 

 

---------- 100/181 ---------- 

I am a divorced man who feels justified in ending my previous marriage. I am remarried and therefore 
cannot receive the Eucharist. This is wholly wrong. 



 

---------- 101/181 ---------- 

Jesus’ blood in the Eucharist . 

 

---------- 102/181 ---------- 

It's not the "teaching" that I find difficult, but the "comprehension/understanding" of some aspects. 
Specifically, the Eucharist. Being raised in the 60's, it was my understanding that that the Eucharist 
"represented" Jesus, not that it was "transformed" into Jesus. Perhaps because my religious education 
ended 7th grade, and I never got to that level. I accept that the Eucharist IS Jesus, but don't understand 
it. I know that there are many things that won't be revealed until we're in heaven, and I accept that. 

 

---------- 103/181 ---------- 

Divorce and remarriage, because one cannot stay in the marriage when there is some type of abuse. 

 

Contraception, for many reasons. 

 

---------- 104/181 ---------- 

Unacceptance of LGBT community and people who thinks different from the majority of people or 
people from other religions. The teaching in our KCHS that only the Roman Catholic will be saved is 
wrong!  That students born by IVF are a sin, and that those that seems to be homosexuals are 
condemned.  That’s is wrong but the religion’ teachers continue hurting these students.  There are other 
religions in the world that will be saved as well because they follow the principles of the 10 
commandments.  There is a lot of hypocrisy going on in our teaching. 

 

---------- 105/181 ---------- 

The church teaches that both contraceptives and abortions prevent babies so they are both against the 
church. I agree with the sanctity of life and that abortions should not be carried out, but understand the 
need in a small number of situations. Contraceptives, promote that all children that are conceived are 
desired. In that way, they promote the sanctity of life and should be understood that way by church 
teachings. 

 

---------- 106/181 ---------- 



El matrimonio de homosexuales. Nosotros no sabemos en realidad lo que ocurre en su vida. Podemos 
suponer que hacen actos aberrantes, pero tambien los pueden hacer una pareja heterosexual. Por que 
ese pecado es peor que el adulterio? O que el abuso sexual de un menor?  

 

En el tema del divorcio, tambien tengo muchas dudas. Si el sacramento del matrimonio puede anularse 
en ciertas circunstancias, por que no se pueden hacer concesiones en otras areas.  

 

En el tema de la Eucaristia, yo siento a Dios muchas veces en muchas partes. No necesariamente ante el 
Santisimo. No puedo decir sea un símbolo o no lo sea, es algo para reverenciar. No se hace suficiente 
enfasis en que Cristo está en todos nuestros hermanos, especialmente los que sufren. 

 

---------- 107/181 ---------- 

I find the teachings about homosexuality to be difficult because I think that people who are part of the 
LGBTQ community should not be deprived of the opportunity to be in a happy relationship with 
someone they love. 

 

---------- 108/181 ---------- 

Please see my comment above regarding homosexuality. My comments above should have been written 
in this box. Thanks for opportunity to comment. 

 

---------- 109/181 ---------- 

If the presence and role of women in the Church is recognized as necessary and irreplaceable, what is 
the hesitancy about ordaining them as deacons or even priests?  I find it difficult to see this as anything 
but short-sighted and sexist. 

 

---------- 110/181 ---------- 

I don’t believe that it is so much a teaching as it seems that many parishioners believe that they can act 
in any form or fashion that they want and that asking forgiveness and spending time in purgatory will 
excuse every wrong action so that they ultimately get to spend eternity in heaven. 

I think the breakdown and teaching of each commandment might help clarify what is truly expected in 
this day and age. I think they get overlooked and turned in to what each individual wants them to mean 
to satisfy their own beliefs and excuse any guilt felt. 

 

---------- 111/181 ---------- 



Do find the issue of abortion very difficult and often feel conflicted because I do believe in life, but find it 
difficult to advocate that a woman/girl go through nine months of a pregnancy that may be the result of 
decisions that are not her  own (rape, incest, etc.)provide the .  I feel that instead of punitive laws our 
society needs to work much harder to provide for the needs of those for whom a pregnancy is an 
extreme hardship....available health care, affordable day care, wages that allow a woman to feed and 
house her children, support for those who have mental health issues. 

 

---------- 112/181 ---------- 

Canon law is not my specialty.  

Maybe divorce and sacraments.  

Remarriage. 

 

---------- 113/181 ---------- 

Why Ash Wednesday readings contradict wearing ashes on head. Don’t put oil on your face to make it 
look like fasting the readings say don’t do like the hippocrits . I have yet to have a priest explain it to me. 

 

---------- 114/181 ---------- 

The teaching on birth control and abortion.  When I was younger I used birth control to avoid unwanted 
pregnancies because I was the primary bread winner, my husband had a disability which often 
prevented him working, and because my husband did not want children.  My sister had an abortion 
because her boyfriend turned out to be an abuser.  She had to have an illegal abortion, and had major 
problems as a result.  The church needs to look at marriage a whole different way, from the standpoint 
of cultivating relationships build on common values, respect, and a deep, abiding love. 

 

---------- 115/181 ---------- 

I was denied the ability to teach faith formation due to divorce and having remarried. I was not taking 
communion and lived as much of the faith and practices as able. I was a sinner like many. But the 
judgement that only the pure can teach is contrary to Jesus' example. I followed the rules and was 
snubbed. I do not believe that a sinner should be denied sharing of faith and love of our Lord. The only 
ministry that should be denied is Eucharistic minister and holy orders. Embrace all to help them recover 
their path to heaven. I had plenty to share as I not only am a lifelong catholic, but am also a licensed 
teacher. 

 

---------- 116/181 ---------- 



The sacrament of confession/penance is difficult to fully accept. I feel that I talk with God daily in my 
prayer life and don't feel the need to talk to my priest unless under dire circumstances. Also I really wish 
there was a more convenient way to talk to the priest if I needed to. Some sort of online or texting 
version of confession, but getting to the church from 9-10 on a Saturday is not ever possible. 

 

---------- 117/181 ---------- 

Confession, because I’ve always felt I can go directly to God without an intermediary.  And now 
annulment. 

 

---------- 118/181 ---------- 

Falta de que el sacerdote nos enseñe como obligacion a usar la Biblia como mandato 

Del Papa y de Dios. Vivirla! 

 

---------- 119/181 ---------- 

Confession as a sacrament.  I find the process very humiliating and therefore rarely participate in this 
sacrament. 

 

---------- 120/181 ---------- 

Out of immigration, LGBTQ+/marriage issues, and abortion being my top 3, I choose abortion. These are 
all politically charged issues, and it is challenging to have dialogues with others if you are not already a 
loving friend, as well as to "stand out" against the liberal culture. As a man, I find the nuanced cases 
(rape, to preserve the life of the mother, ...) to be difficult to not give in to opposing views of #45. 
Though I know that miracles are possible and indeed know of a couple public ones in my lifetime when 
the diagnoses of mother's or child's terminal illness during pregnancy were miraculously cured. 

 

---------- 121/181 ---------- 

The church allowing pro-abortion politicians to receive the Eucharist without censor - is a great scandal 
to those who respect all life and believe in Christ's real presence in the Blessed Sacrament. I think many 
bishops' silence on this matter undermines the faith and has allowed  many people to believe they can 
vote pro-abortion without violating their faith.  I am grateful that our bishop has been outspoken on this 
subject. 

 

---------- 122/181 ---------- 



There are many, but the inability for divorced people to take communion stands out.  it seems to me 
that the Eucharist is the perfect healing balm for someone who, because of divorce and all that comes 
with that, is experiencing loneliness, vulnerability, shame, confusion, and is searching for answers.  With 
holding the Eucharist seems like a punishment which is often directed at innocent parties.  And the 
inequality in the way the church determines who gets annulments is ludicrous.   This policy keeps people 
away from church, church community, and the healing presence of God.  It's a shame... 

 

---------- 123/181 ---------- 

I am too old to question any Church teaching. I figured out long ago that there's no percentage in it. 

 

---------- 124/181 ---------- 

Mortal sins for not observing holy days of obligation . Except for Christmas. They should be moved to 
Sunday. 

 

---------- 125/181 ---------- 

Use of Contraception 

 

---------- 126/181 ---------- 

Abortion:  Not every abortion is conducted out of an act of evil.  Not every pregnancy occurs by an act of 
love.  Pregnancies resulted from rap, incest, failed birth control, etc can have significantly negative 
physical and mental consequences for the mother and her family unit. Children raised unwanted, suffer 
mental and emotional consequences, and possibly physical abuse pending the situation.  Pregnancies 
with medical complications are extremely difficult for families who have wanted, tried, and prayed for 
that child.  Termination of pregnancy due to medical complications are at times necessary to save the 
mother's life or to cease suffering of the unborn. These decisions are extremely difficult for families, but 
are lumped in society as "murderers" along with other unnecessary abortionists.  This Catholic teaching 
carries over to laws also. Voting for a politician who supports abortion (or in other words, supports 
reproductive freedom of choice) is viewed as contrary to Catholic teaching, when the members of the 
Church have never been through (or usually even aware of) the many medical reasons for terminating a 
pregnancy.   Legally banning of abortion fails to recognize the medical need for termination, the effects 
of unwanted pregnancy on the family unit and education opportunities to be successful adults, the 
effect on the already overwhelmed foster care system, and medical insurance, food and housing 
sources.  The same politicians that claim anti-abortion are the first to cut funding for social services to 
provide for the children.  However, the politicians that support pro-choice are the first to support 
increasing funds to provide for the children.  Yet, voting to care for the children/pro-choice is viewed as 
a sin for supporting abortion.  The pro-life movement within the Church members, is nothing more than 
anti-abortion, they fail to actually support pro-life in its entirety.  The Church needs to remove its ties 
with politics at the pulpit and preach the teachings of the Church, respecting that everyone has different 



experiences, backgrounds, and perspectives that influence ones voting choice.  Mainly recognizing that a 
political stance is not indicative of one's entire more beliefs and personal actions. 

 

---------- 127/181 ---------- 

Homosexuality-God created them & He loves them. Only God is to judge. We should remember that. 

 

---------- 128/181 ---------- 

Praying for the dead!  If you have not asked God for forgiveness and accepted Him as your Lord and 
Savior,  we cannot pray them into heaven! 

 

The only way to the Father is through the son!  The only mediator is Jesus Christ.  Praying to all the 
saints for intercession is   Not the way!  Jesus is the only intercessor.  Praying to other than the Father 
Son and Holy Ghost is idol worship!!! 

 

---------- 129/181 ---------- 

The catechism says that all forms of discrimination against gay people must be avoided, and that they 
must be respected and loved. But this exists no where in practice that I have ever seen. You have 
congregants who have gay family members that they dearly love. Which puts them in the position of 
choosing their loved one or their faith. This is a terrible tragedy and creates more pain than anything. 
Isn’t church supposed to look more like a hospital? A safe place for the sick, the sinner, and the scared, 
and the prodigal, to find Jesus? If we lived like that were true, every pew would be filled. Jesus didn’t 
come for the perfect. He came for the sinners, the hurting, the lost, the outcasts. He said so. But the 
church stands between gay people & their families, and Jesus. Denying access. To Jesus. This is one of 
the most unChristlike things I have ever seen. 

 

---------- 130/181 ---------- 

The ban on artificial birth control.  For some couples, counting days and taking temperatures still results 
in pregnancy, and I firmly believe that families that cannot emotionally or financially support large 
numbers of children should not be forced to have large families.  The marital act, as I understand it, has 
a dual purpose:  procreation, of course, but also the solidification of the family's primary 
relationship:that of husband and wife.  In families with the heartbreak of infertility or multiple 
miscarriages, the marital act's purpose of maintaining a loving relationship for the family is very 
important and should not be denied. 

 

---------- 131/181 ---------- 



Sometimes I do struggle with the Eucharist being the actual body, blood, soul and divinity of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. I am embarrassed to admit this, and I know this is the whole basis of the Catholic faith but 
when I listen to my head it's hard to comprehend. I have to keep reminding myself that this is where 
faith comes into play.  I guess it's the time old war between head and heart. 

 

---------- 132/181 ---------- 

Are you seriously pushing this woke bullshit?  IT ISN' T THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH TO ASK WHY 
IMMIGRANTS COME TO THIS COUNTRY.  My wife is a LEGAL immigrant.  She worked, slaved, paid, and 
waited for that honor.  Why is this woke, socialist church so eager to allow ILLEGAL lawbreakers into this 
country?  Is money THAT important to you?  It is the Catholic Church who was busing, housing, and 
giving stipends to ILLEGAL immigrant from South America who crossed our Southern borders.  You 
should have been condemning illegal crossings but you didn't.  This globalist Pope DEGRADED Americans 
who wanted strong boarders while he sat safely behind the walled Vatican with military type security 
protecting him and his billions in assets.  

 

This survey asks "I believe it is the church’s mission to receive and welcome with love and respect 
human persons from outside the United States."  You might as well ask "Do you still beat your wife".   
Why didn't you ask "I believe it is the church's mission to receive and welcome with love and respect 
human persons who LEGALLLY come to the United States."  I will tell you why you didn't word it that 
way, because you are a woke bunch of leftist idiots.  Keep playing your games and ask your dishonest 
questions. 

 

---------- 133/181 ---------- 

I have no problems with any official teaching of the Church.  I do have a problem when "The Church" 
makes public statements  of opinion on political issues that are prudential judgements for individuals. 

 

---------- 134/181 ---------- 

Suicide being a sin.  Most, if not all, who attempt or complete are not in a healthy appropriate mind.   

 

Contraceptives not being allowed.  They are preventative and would help prevent abortions. 

 

Same sex marriages can live and be in support of the full glory of God. 

 

---------- 135/181 ---------- 



I don't have difficulty with any of the Church's teachings. I believe the Church is the instrument of God's 
revelation in Christ. I wish more bishops, priests and other Church leaders were firmer in their support 
of Church teaching. Sometimes, I feel that those who dissent are given more attention and support than 
those who embrace the whole faith of the Church. 

 

---------- 136/181 ---------- 

Women not having more major roles in the church, such as deacons.  Women play a major role in the 
church and should be able to participate as well as a man. It was very uncomfortable to hear him discuss 
abortion when young children were present at Mass. 

 

---------- 137/181 ---------- 

Contraception should be allowed for married couples who don’t want (more) children. We agreed to be 
open to children, not as many children as we could conceive. NFP doesn’t work after having kids and can 
encourage masterbation which can destroy marriage. 

 

---------- 138/181 ---------- 

Homosexuality is a grave moral disorder.  To have gay priests preaching this is absurd.  

Women are not able to be priests. Discrimination has no place in the church.  

Birth control is a sin. Absurd. It is a responsibility.  

Masturbation is a sin. Absurd.  

Abortion is a sin. Culturally discriminatory. 

 

---------- 139/181 ---------- 

How annulments work?  Don't understand how the Church marries couples who have previously 
divorced especially those that have children from a previous marriage? 

 

---------- 140/181 ---------- 

Infertility and treatments for infertility weigh heavy on my mind.  As a woman with infertility issues, I 
feel IVF is too far from natural conception for me, but I wouldn’t be upset if others conceived that way.  I 
don’t know how I feel about other women having it.  If IVF was allowed, all embryos would have to be 
used or donated.  On another note, IUI isn’t acceptable in the Church.  That isn’t as invasive and allows 
conception to happen on its own.  However, the sperm is cleaned and inseminated into a woman 
through a tube.  I feel like infertility treatments need to be discussed and readdressed by the Church. 



 

---------- 141/181 ---------- 

Divorce is hard because sometimes someone's spouse just leaves them and they can't get them to even 
try to reconcile. They move on and get re-married and the left spouse is stuck. They can ask for an 
annulment but if they are denied what are their options? I think in the Bible one of the reasons divorce 
is not allowed is culturally it could leave the wife destitute or uncared for.  In todays culture that could 
be true but also could not be. I have witnessed friends who want their marriage to work, want to try, 
don't want to get a divorce but don't have a choice, they are left. I find it hard to believe they should be 
stuck without a spouse or family for the rest of their lives if an annulment isn't an option. Seems like 
each case should be evaluated and maybe annulments should be easier to get if people truly want them 
and tried.   I do believe divorce should be harder to get as well, but that's another topic. 

 

---------- 142/181 ---------- 

I’m not rich but reasonably comfortable. Admonitions to give and sacrifice more are difficult, like the 
rich man and Jesus.  This all the more difficult for people carrying the burdens of others through 
taxation. 

 

---------- 143/181 ---------- 

I find the Church's stance on birth control to be very challenging for reasons stated in question 47 above. 
I also believe the total ban of contraception often creates unnecessary suffering and burden for women 
and families, including in many cases the risk of a mother's life. My mom experienced 12 pregnancies 
and knowing the toll that took on her physical and mental health as well as the way it affected her life 
overall I cannot support that outcome for women at large. I understand the reasoning behind the 
teaching that aims to prevent "usury" of a spouse for sexual pleasure, but the reality is that often 
natural family planning can lead to exactly that. Also, on another level we must realize that both in and 
outside the church, people are choosing to have pre-marital sex and in many cases end up with 
unwanted pregnancies. Is it better for a couple to use non hormonal contraception, such as a condom 
for example, and avoid an unwanted pregnancy or to forego contraception, have an unwanted 
pregnancy and then be faced with potentially choosing to have an abortion? We REALLY want to prevent 
abortion and telling people they simply can't have sex (sometimes even when they are married, as I 
describe in question 47!) doesn't seem to be an effective solution for our culture today. Of course, 
contraception is not ideal under ideal circumstances, however I think it should be allowed if it will help 
to prevent women from choosing to abort unwanted babies. 

 

---------- 144/181 ---------- 

Not enough Bible study provided in youth years, nor expanded upon later. 

 



---------- 145/181 ---------- 

No contraception use- 

The Church has a very good reason for this, however, the church is almost silent in its discussion, 
teaching, and assistance of alternative methods.  

We cannot hold a position with no followthrough. The no contraception position should be clearly 
taught with all choices discussed, taught, and available at every parish. Otherwise we are being 
disingenuous and blind to the needs of the family. 

A class that is offered in the bulletin with no context, discussion, and support will only draw those 
parishioners who have really discerned and prayed about it. Not everyone is at that point, but could 
easily make the decision if there was much more open discussion about the reality of contraception and 
God's divine plan for families. 

 

Support of the Unborn- 

Why is it that in most parishes the Protect Life group is a small group, often looked at like fringe religious 
activists? Where are the Priests leading the way in supporting, discussing, and encouraging a faith 
community that by its very nature should be supporting all efforts for the dignity of human life? 

 

---------- 146/181 ---------- 

Denial of committed homosexual marriages. 

 

I cannot see God creating a person to be homosexual and then denying that person full access to himself 
so that he can glorify God as he was created. 

 

The teachings on abortion are incredibly difficult for me. I know that abortion brings death and lasting 
pain to all parties, but I feel/hope that God's compassion for the decision of the struggling mother 
and/or father's leaves open some measure of redemptive holiness. 

 

---------- 147/181 ---------- 

The rights of divorced individuals. I believe that every divorce situation is different. I do feel that the 
church penalizes those individuals who were the victim of another choice to end a marriage. 

 

---------- 148/181 ---------- 



I find the LGBTQ+ teaching easy to digest and support it fully, but I do find difficulty in expressing it in a 
manner that is received as lovingly and charitably as my expression of it is intended. I think we need to 
do a better job of communicating our love for those who live the LGBTQ+ lifestyle without supporting 
their actions. 

 

---------- 149/181 ---------- 

Nothing in particular. Whenever I do struggle with a teaching I try to approach it from the point of view 
that the church is right and I’m wrong and I need to figure out why I’m wrong. 

 

---------- 150/181 ---------- 

I find it difficult to understand Purgatory. Most other Christians believe that they will be in Heaven with 
God upon death. It’s difficult for me to understand why the Catholic Church feels differently about this. 

 

---------- 151/181 ---------- 

Contraception for young people starting married life with limited resources and want to wait a few years 
or couples who have had children, number that they feel they have the resources to provide for, and 
don't want any more, and in both cases can not use contraception. I know the argument for the Church 
teaching and I know how humanly difficult that is to accept and understand. People faced with the daily 
reality of paying rent, utilities, food bills, etc. get scared of responsibility. I know that I didn't fully 
understand until I was much older. In hindsight, I  wasn't mature enough in my faith when I married. 

 

Homosexual love and marriage. I personally don't understand those feelings because I have never had 
them, however, having a mental health condition (recurrent depression) which was explained to me as a 
chemical imbalance and triggered by events, it seems possible to me that homosexuals may also have 
chemical imbalances or some other physical, neurological, biological, etc. "imbalance" (not something 
"wrong" in the sense of curable/treatable) that is just not understood today.  

If I understand the Church, the Church is ok with homosexuals as long as they don't act on their feelings.  
I am not sure that that is compassionate enough. I also don't hear much from the pulpit (agree people 
would possibly be "disgusted"/embarrassed or offended if they had gay family members) about this. 
(Obviously in a loving, compassionate way). (How do you explain the difference between love the sinner 
but hate the sin?) 

 

---------- 152/181 ---------- 

The non use of birth control which can put a huge strain on an otherwise good marriage. The non 
acceptance of the LGBTQ community who can be so loving and accepting of others. It is my true belief 



that they are born this way and that God has created them this way to test our love and tolerance of 
others. 

 

---------- 153/181 ---------- 

I don’t find it difficult.  I find it inspiring.  Jesus has the words of eternal life.  Where else would I go? 

 

---------- 154/181 ---------- 

Why women cannot be leaders within the church?? 

 

---------- 155/181 ---------- 

Not using contraceptions as referenced above. 

 

---------- 156/181 ---------- 

Toss up between marriage and contraception.  Contraception because the medications can be used for 
more that just to prevent pregnancy, for example regulating a woman's period and other health issues.  
Re: Marriage.  So often we confuse the legal issue of a civil union which is regulated by government laws 
and is ended by a civil divorce and the sacrament of Matrimony which is a religious issue.  sadly both are 
referred to as marriage.  Historically a clergyman may have been the only available witness so had to act 
for both church and state but that should not be best practice situation.  More like the last resort out in 
the wilderness.  We have learned over time that homosexuality is not a choice.  Just like skin color is not 
a choice.  I have seen too many happy same sex couples that embody the principles of love, caring and 
true support for one another.  I am all for same sex couples to have the same legal and civil rights as any 
heterosexual couples.  As for matrimony - each faith community has its own definition and should be 
allowed the freedom to exercise that faith. 

 

---------- 157/181 ---------- 

The teachings on contraception and natural family planning are not just difficult, but hurting many 
members of our community.  I have personally heard stories of couples being guilt ridden by other 
Catholics because their physical issues do not allow them to follow the church's teachings.  some need 
the ability to show their love in ways other than procreative methods because that is painful. At the 
same time the church's stance can stop a couple from showing their love for each other during the exact 
times when they most desire too. 

 



We are allowed to use technology for many other health related aspects of our lives. Yet, for some 
reason we are not allowed to use the most simple forms of contraceptive to enhance our love lives 
within a good and holy marriage. 

 

---------- 158/181 ---------- 

Rules on Artificial insmenination/IVF. If people want a baby and need to do it in one of these ways, it is 
okay - that baby is still born our of love and will be love and cared for. 

 

---------- 159/181 ---------- 

Homosexuality is such a hard concept for me.  I have several very dear friends whom I’ve know from 
high school who are gay, and I have some very dear friends now who are in a same-sex marriage and 
have had children in vitro and these children are in my son’s class and are wonderful children.  I feel so 
sad for them not being able to embrace Christian precepts — and how can they when it condemns the 
very union of their parents?  And yet, the idea of homosexuality is deeply disgusting to me.  How can I 
have such great affection for my gay friends and not be able to understand them at this level?  The very 
fact that I am a devout Catholic should make them not want to associate with me.  And yet they are so 
forgiving of my “prejudice”. Why can’t I do the same for them? 

 

---------- 160/181 ---------- 

I agree wholeheartedly with the Catholic Church teachings, however  sometimes things change on local 
level, some people don't teach the truth, or may be they don't know it. 

 

---------- 161/181 ---------- 

Confession.  Since I confess my sins to God through prayer, I don't feel necessary to confess it to anyone 
else.   In the past, when I have been to confession, I have not felt "forgiven". 

 

---------- 162/181 ---------- 

The Church in East Tennessee has made a point of politicizing abortion to the point of it becoming the 
only factor we as Catholics should consider in voting for candidates. We cannot lose sight of human 
rights, social justice and the value of all human beings.  I am adamantly opposed to abortion, however 
what are we doing as a Church to get to the root cause of abortion?  The root cause is not because it is 
legal. 

 

---------- 163/181 ---------- 



I think the hardest teaching in the Church is accepting God's will for us.  Particularly in America we are 
taught to dream and desire good things for ourselves.  It's difficult to give up those things in order to live 
out a truly Christian life. 

 

---------- 164/181 ---------- 

Abortion:so many catholics practice it and contraception. 

Real presence- so many do not believe 

 

---------- 165/181 ---------- 

I think all people should be offered the Eucharist. Those who need it the most are often times made to 
feel unworthy when we are all truly unworthy. It should be a source of strength and regeneration in 
God’s love. 

 

---------- 166/181 ---------- 

The ban on contraception and the opposition of abortion no matter if the women were raped, or victims 
of incest. Also, not allowing divorce even in cases of abuse. The church is actively anti woman.  There 
needs to be far less judgment, and far more compassion. 

 

---------- 167/181 ---------- 

Contraceptives. 

 

---------- 168/181 ---------- 

Divorce! But it is theologically correct! It is just hard! I am blessed to live a celibate life as a divorced 
woman bc my marriage was sacramental.  I would prefer to have a husband and live my vocation of 
marriage  in the fullness of love but it was not to be.  And so I try to live in God’s Will as He desires and 
not as I desire. 

 

---------- 169/181 ---------- 

premarital sex 

 

---------- 170/181 ---------- 



Favoring teachings on preserving  the environment over  strong concentration of preserving  the right to 
life, 

 Also, any  focus on  gender identity is not in God's law. 

 

---------- 171/181 ---------- 

Confession...I think I have PTSD regarding confession because of bad experiences early on in my Catholic 
formation...no...not abuse...just non answers/advise from priests after pouring out my heart/soul to 
them in the little, scary box. 

 

---------- 172/181 ---------- 

Not allowing priests to marry. 

 

---------- 173/181 ---------- 

I think the church teaching that I struggle with the most is evangelizing. I'm always happy to share my 
Catholic faith with others, but I also think that God works differently in other people's lives, and I've 
seen people turned away from God because of the insistence by Christians that they're not doing it 
"right".  The focus on rules and regulations draws away from the main messages of the Catholicism. 

 

---------- 174/181 ---------- 

I find most difficult the church's teaching about birth control most difficult and short sighted. I think data 
would suggest that the majority of couples practice birth control in one form or another and that would 
include Catholic couples. Abstaining from intercourse is a form of birth control just as is the use of IUD 
or the pill.  While I could be wrong, it seems that allowing the use of birth control would be a means of 
reducing abortions. 

 

---------- 175/181 ---------- 

Contraception - in some cases, it is the greater good and more responsible  

 to prevent a pregnancy rather than putting a child into a poor situation 

 

---------- 176/181 ---------- 

The church being so against birth control is very hard to understand. In the 1940s sex was only to 
procreate (says a bunch of [supposed to be] celibate men), then in the 60s that is clarified to say it can 
also be used for the sake of the marriage but only without birth control (can't separate the procreation 



and union aspects). Why is this even something the church got into? Preventing married couples from 
having sex was more important than discovering/preventing their own priests and bishops from having 
truly immoral sex! If it weren't for the Eucharist, I would have left the church for this. 

 

---------- 177/181 ---------- 

Preventing conception between married couples. 

 

---------- 178/181 ---------- 

We teach that abortion is wrong and I believe it to be the most evil thing in our society,  yet most clerygy 
will not speak out from the pulpit. 

 

---------- 179/181 ---------- 

I find it hard to know if i truly love God or if I am just going through the motions. I guess i need that  
lighting bolt at mass to be sure. This doesn't mean that i don't believe in God I just want that feeling of 
loving him as much as he loves me. 

 

---------- 180/181 ---------- 

The church does not offer enough opportunities to receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 

 

---------- 181/181 ---------- 

I totally disagree with the Church's stance on contraception.  Raising children is a big responsibility. 
Some women have severe medical issues that could be fatal. Some couples are totally emotionally and 
mentally unprepared.  There may be financial issues or they simply don't want children, although they 
have a loving and intimate marriage that is deeply sacred. 

It is more important for people to do a good job with a few children, than raising children who will be 
problems for humanity. 

 

I understand the complications that allowing religious to marry can create, however other religions 
handle it.  Not allowing religious to marry seems to be very unnatural, going against human nature and 
the need for a deeper intimacy. 

 

============================== 

49)  Pope Francis has called for a "listening Church.". What do you want to tell us/say to us as we listen?: 



 

---------- 1/183 ---------- 

n/a 

 

---------- 2/183 ---------- 

see answer in 47     the rule makers do not live in a married environment and rely on the old testament 
of Onan as a basis of birth control, but not the use of say Jacob having extra wives, and handmaids, etc.  
Marriage is for children, and to be as one, but the church with their birth control rules make it extremely 
difficult to live together and have the number of children they can afford.  Sexual desire for a husband or 
a wife is not on a clock. We live together as one. 

 

---------- 3/183 ---------- 

The church should not be political. I feel this pope is very political and liberal. 

 

---------- 4/183 ---------- 

Be open minded to perspectives beyond your own. 

 

---------- 5/183 ---------- 

As I said above, there needs to be far less judgment and far more compassion in the church, especially 
towards women. 

 

---------- 6/183 ---------- 

-I see young girls and women still wearing coverings on their head.  I see this not as a sign of respect for 
the church but disrespect and degrading to women.  'We are not worthy 'is what gives young girls 
(especially catholic raised) low self esteem.  It's the wrong message to send to young girls when it's not a 
church sanctioned practice.    

-Why are groups of Bishops able to speak out on issues when they  that are not aligned with church 
practices and doctrine on issues like yoga and vaccines? 

-This past 2 years I have heard several homilies where the priests do not separate church and state.  I 
was told who to vote for.  President Biden was questioned from the pulpit.  I was outraged!  Any priest 
that refuses to offer communion to President Biden should be asking each person whether they are 
ready and worthy to receive communion!  Humans and the representative of the he Church should not 
be the judge.    Keep the politics out of the homilies.  



-Don't make abortion the only issue.  I can't understand why abortion is the only thing Catholics care 
about yet we mistreat our elderly.  I am Pro-Life from start of life to the end of life.  Somewhere we lost 
the end of life part. Guess it's not as news grabbing.  

-It has broken my heart to see the hate and unchristian actions by people claiming to be Christian and 
Catholic.   

-This survey was hard! 

 

---------- 7/183 ---------- 

Just the same things I mentioned above. 

 

---------- 8/183 ---------- 

SHOW US SOME GAY PEOPLE HONESTLY 

 

---------- 9/183 ---------- 

Pope Frances comes from a country that has a socialist government.  He sometimes appears to find 
tenets of socialism acceptable.  I find all forms of socialism evil, especially when the force of government 
is used to enforce this ideology.  Socialism leads to corruption which leads to mass poverty.   

The church should do more to condemn socialism in all of its forms and lead efforts, as it did in Poland, 
to raise countries out this system. 

 

---------- 10/183 ---------- 

Life in the church with small children is difficult. Providing environments for young families and events 
that include the little ones will go a long way in helping families stay connected to their faith. 

 

---------- 11/183 ---------- 

Don't let our beliefs get in the way of showing love and compassion to all people. 

 

---------- 12/183 ---------- 

One of the greatest aspects of the Catholic church is its ability to tie the concrete and the physical to the 
spiritual and invisible world.  This is clear in our understanding of the Eucharist.  However, this teaching 
goes beyond just the Eucharist and we fail to show it as one of our strengths to the world.  Currently the 
secular world is in love with physical practices to enhance their emotional and mental well being.  The 



Catholic church should embrace this and express itself as a guiding leader in these fields.  Meditation, 
fasting, gratitude, ritual, etc have all been a part of the Catholic faith for over a thousand years! 

 

 In too many Catholic churches it has become about a belief system similar to Protestant churches. Even 
though Catholics may focus more on Tradition whereas Protestants focus on Scripture. 

 

---------- 13/183 ---------- 

I love the direction that the Catholic Church is taking to open up and listen. To support more people 
around us, to truly be a church that supports the whole world is incredible and makes me proud to be a 
Catholic. I hope that we continue to listen to other cultures and issues that affect people the world over.  

 

At its heart, the Catholic faith is something that I think can deeply resonate with so many people and do 
so much good - but I think the strict interpretation and overbearing authority of some church leaders 
counteract this and push people away from their home in the Catholic Church. 

 

---------- 14/183 ---------- 

Today America is very divided politically. I would like bishops to avoid the temptation to bring that 
political division to our churches. Our churches should remain welcoming places to both Republicans 
and Democrats.  Neither party is perfect and neither party has an exclusive claim to moral authority. 
While people on both sides of that divide might disagree on policies or candidates, they often approach 
many of these issues as Christians with a common faith and concern for human rights. Sometimes I get 
the impression that some bishops want to push out the more progressive elements in the church, even 
though our church has an extensive history of supporting progressive causes. It would be better for our 
country if our individuals churches could be a space where Christians come together and set aside the 
ugly political divisions of our time. 

 

---------- 15/183 ---------- 

Pd: 23 the lord is myshepherd…. 

 

---------- 16/183 ---------- 

Pope Francis didn’t listen to the Chinese cardinal from the underground faithful Church in China who 
came to the Vatican to see him.  He didn’t respond or give a hearing to the “Dubia” Cardinals like our 
own Cardinal Burke. He didn’t honor Pope Emeritus Benedict’s Summorum Pontificum.  He doesn’t 
listen to those of us who think it is wrong to give PRO- abortion Catholics Holy Communion.   He has 
lectured and ridiculed those who show up for Mass every Sunday.  I seriously doubt he’s going to start 



listening to me or other Catholics who try to honor the papacy as the protection of the Deposit of the 
Faith, the saints, our Holy Mother, the Eucharist, the catechism, etc. He has made it known now that we 
are his enemy.  He has allowed the Vatican to enact a vaccine mandate there without any conscience 
exemptions.  He has destroyed JPII 

 

---------- 17/183 ---------- 

Please remove "the sign of peace" from the Mass. It takes attention away from Jesus in the Eucharistic 
prayer and turns focus to the congregation.  We move right into the prayer "Lamb of God," but most 
people are still glad handing it in the pews. They don't even hear the plea, "Lamb of God, have mercy on 
us. Lamb of God, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, grant us peace." If it must remain, please say ," let us 
offer each other A sign of peace" instead of, "...THE sign of peace." We cannot go back to shaking hands 
or holding hands during Mass. 

 

Find a way to return to communion under both species.  I miss receiving the body and blood of Christ, 
but I would fear drinking from a common chalice. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ and in the Eucharist. My heart aches just to think of it.  I love the liturgy and the 
beautiful ritual celebration of the Mass. However, I have seriously considered leaving the church 
because of its teaching about abortion (see #47) and homosexuals (see #48, comment 3) 

 

I have personally been touched be a priest in an inappropriate manner. He was my confessor.  After 
listening to me divulge very personal information for several months, he pulled me behind the office 
door and kissed me. Disgusting!! He is still a very respected Monsignor in our diocese. Was I "abused"? It 
was nothing compared to what has happened to many abuse victims. It may not have been abuse, but it 
was most definitely harmful to my sense of church. It angers  me to see priests behaving as if they 
belong on a pedestal.  I believe that most priests are truly men of God. But some are not.  They are still 
just people. Get it together, Church, and do a better job of vetting and screening out men that are trying 
to run away from life and hide in the priesthood.  The people of the church are counting on you and 
trusting YOU to protect us from some truly despicable acts committed by priests. 

 

---------- 18/183 ---------- 

Go back to supporting traditional values. I don’t want to finance settlements for those who have been 
sexually abused by priests. That’s on you.  

Stop being complicit with the political left in America. We are not socialists, but believe we have a 
responsibility toward others in the world. Our first responsibility is to our own children and local 
community. If everyone does this, it will work well. Follow the laws of the nation you are in. 

 



---------- 19/183 ---------- 

Do not preach politics from the pulpit. Instead offer political discussion groups outside of the Mass, to 
share ideas & allow input from others. I have heard of so many people that left the church because of 
this.  

Judging, demeaning the President has no place in a homily. 

 

---------- 20/183 ---------- 

The Church should not be political.  Don't preach about vaccination, climate change and your opinion of 
President's and other politicians. 

 

---------- 21/183 ---------- 

The Catholic Church is elitist 

 

---------- 22/183 ---------- 

Don't give up on us.  We are scared and anti social due to the endemic.  Keep fighting the "good fight" 
and don't give up on the youth.  They need seeds of faith implanted in them early on.  Would love to see 
more special Masses/events for singles (25-35).  We have a single son who would love to find a nice, 
Catholic girl to marry and have a family with...but he doesn't think they exist... 

 

---------- 23/183 ---------- 

I believe in the real presence in the Eucharist- I believe we need to have real teaching to adults and kids 
about the implications of taking communion in an unworthy manner. 

 

---------- 24/183 ---------- 

I  believe the Church needs to do a better job of not allowing political parties to co-op the Church for 
their political purposes, neither political party truly represents the interest of the Church and often 
times the Church appears to side with a party that is considerable less Christian in its' approach to most 
of the issues facing our country and the world at this time. 

 

---------- 25/183 ---------- 

If this survey truly has any merit, the church will start to talk to the 'little people' of the church.  My 
entire life I have felt that tho there are remarkable priests, once a problem or solution gets as far as a 



bishop all listening stops there.  I have been is several diocese and all the bishops seem to have no 
thoughts about the feelings of the congregation.  They act like their motto is:  Take it or leave. 

 

---------- 26/183 ---------- 

I believe we do listen and are a very accepting church. However, I absolute do not believe we should 
abandon our teachings or traditions to be more accommodating to the world and it’s desires. Being a 
faithful Christian to Christs teachings is non negotiable. The Catholic Church is who we are and we must 
sand up for our principals. This does not mean that we should disrespect other religions. They are who 
they are and we are who we are. Accept each other for who we each are. 

 

---------- 27/183 ---------- 

A)  Provide leadership for people in many poor countries to help themselves--not to expect the U.S. to 
solve their problems. 

B)  Provide Money to do the things to  help people above 

C)  Do not promote policies for the world's poor to come to the United States for a solution to their 
problems 

D)  Be Realistic 

E)  Have more collections to help the worlds poor 

F)  Promote more education against the evil of liberal dictatorships and the need for self sufficiency 

G)  SPEAK OUT FROM THE PULPIT against abortion and those politicians who are in favor of it no matter 
what political party they belong to.    The Catholic Church should not be a cowardly wimp in saying the 
truth. 

H)   If you still think the U. S. should take in all the people of the world,  then demand Italy do the same,  
open the gates of Vatican City and pay for all of it out of church funds.       In other words,  need to get 
common sense real and not just feely. 

 

---------- 28/183 ---------- 

I don't want Church truth to be watered down to follow the current generation and culture. We are here 
at this time to call out people from the world to teach them the truth of true love, Jesus Christ. We need 
more homilies on truth of abortion and divorce and what that does to families and children. That may 
include deeper marriage prep of the couples. We have far to many families with absentee fathers in this 
culture. 

 

---------- 29/183 ---------- 



More homilies on Church teachings. 

 

---------- 30/183 ---------- 

Pro-life means pro-life for everyone, including everyone already on this earth, regardless of race, color, 
ethnicity, gender, etc. Sometimes abortion seems to take higher importance rather than helping others 
regardless of status and following the golden rule of "do unto others as you would have done to you". 
Jesus said to love one another... it didn't matter who they were. 

 

---------- 31/183 ---------- 

Listening is OK, but there is no way the church or any other group can make everyone happy and 
agreeable. The church needs to provide the framework for its followers and be tuned into the world that 
exists vat the current time. People have to accept the dogma  of the church and live their lives in 
accordance or to the best of their ability. 

 

---------- 32/183 ---------- 

Our Catholic faith is beautiful and. A great gift but it can also be very complicated to explain and help 
our youth, non Catholics or even Catholics  understand in a way that meets them in modernity. How can 
we better reveal the wonder of the mass, the sacraments, etc  that has fullness of truth, tradition,  
reverence, and scripture but also approachability and welcomeness? I think we almost forget that not 
everyone has a deep catechesis, understanding of the sacrifice of the mass or relationship with Jesus. 

 

---------- 33/183 ---------- 

I have only belonged to All Saints for 3 years and there is so much available if you want to seek out and 
join or participate so that is why I am so unsure of many of the answers.   I like it here very much but do 
miss an active group of the Council of Catholic Women, I have been involved in all rings of Council---
Parish, Deanery, Diocese and National and that has helped mold me into who I am spiritually and as a 
member of the Catholic Church.  

 I have spent most of my adult life in a small parish or a mission church where my answers would be very 
different. 

 

---------- 34/183 ---------- 

Hopefully this doesn’t turn into a popularity contest. The Church stands on 3 pillars not 4 (not on 
popular opinion). 

 



---------- 35/183 ---------- 

I think we need to shift to supporting families as domestic churches themselves, vs a ministry splitting 
up families into different groups (ex. women, men, children groups only). Our family life at home should 
be supported and filled up via the Church. (For reference, check out Dr Greg and Lisa Popcak’s work with 
domestic liturgy.) 

 

---------- 36/183 ---------- 

Welcome us  sinners with love , kindness, and acceptance.  Don’t  let us feel like  we aren’t welcome.    
Let your Priests feel like they can be friendly and loving to the congregation.   All Saints  is the first 
Catholic Church I have attended where the  priests and the  congregation made me feel welcome and 
accepted, 

 

---------- 37/183 ---------- 

The church is becoming divided between people who believe strongly in traditional church teachings 
(and often discriminate against people who don’t agree with their outdated opinions) and people who 
want to truest love everyone regardless of someone’s history. 

 

---------- 38/183 ---------- 

Personally, I believe there are two sides to every issue, and difficult for me to think there could only be 
one right and one wrong answer in a situation.  As individual adults in this country, we should feel 
comfortable in making our own personal decisions, after listening to guidelines provided by reliable 
sources. 

 

---------- 39/183 ---------- 

Embrace sinners! I spent years feeling like an outsider due to judgemental priests and deacons. The 
second the pope declared divorced persons have a place my priests and deacons changed their tune. I 
should never have felt an outsider in the first place. It has made it very difficult to continue with the 
church and my faith. 

 

---------- 40/183 ---------- 

The soul is created by God and is immortal and is separate and distinct from the body.  The body cannot 
live without the soul.  The soul is present before birth, is conscious, has intellect and has had direct 
contact with God.  It is placed in the womb at the moment of conception, therefore the embryo already 
has consciousness, intellect and awareness.  As the embryo and fetus develop, the soul resides within 
the cranium and becomes directly linked to the brain until death when it is again freed from the body.  



The memory of its existence before the womb and contact with God is all but forgotten.  The 
development and existence within the womb is all but forgotten for most individuals.  Outside of the 
body, the soul is capable of thought, emotions except fear, at least as far as the stimulation caused by 
the excretion of adrenaline since the body is no longer present along with the heart, muscles and skin 
upon which adrenaline has a direct effect.  Intellect is totally 100% intact and our sense of being is 
unchanged.  We do not need a brain to maintain these qualities since they are all part of the soul.  The 
body is used by the soul to communicate and interact with the world and its surroundings.  This is just 
some information I have learned throughout my lifetime along with surviving multiple near death 
experiences, out of body experiences and dreams which provided insight into what the soul is along with 
experiencing places that exist beyond his world.  It is interesting that we now have a "listening Church 
"and at this time I have had the opportunity to communicate what I have known for many years but was 
afraid to tell anyone of this information for fear of being labeled crazy.  I am a practicing physician in 
Knoxville and have tremendous respect from my many patients and colleagues.  I have been in active 
practice now for the past 36 years and in the medical field for almost 50 years since age 18. 

 

---------- 41/183 ---------- 

The Church must quickly evolve to attract young people to the faith and worship.  It should discover 
what young people pursue in the form of worship and consider embracing what is good.   I have two 
children who my wife and I raise in the Catholic Church.   Both love Jesus immensely.   One has left the 
church for the song and secular realism; one only experiences the faith when home for the holidays. 

 

---------- 42/183 ---------- 

Pope Francis is a rock star!  He has taken on the difficult subjects that the Church has ignored for too 
long.  He is genuine, authentic and comes across as an approachable "real" person, as opposed to 
someone is far too removed from real life.  I have the utmost respect for him.  Pope Francis is exactly 
what the Catholic Church needed to be relevant. 

 

---------- 43/183 ---------- 

Listening is important.  But the majority rule should not be how moral decisions are made.  There are 
many deceptions and much misinformation in the media e.g. with regards to homosexuality.  As a 
former physician, the medical and psychological damage that is well known is never spoken about.  True 
love wants what is best for a person, not just affirming what the person believes is best for them.  
Gender reassignment has lead to a dramatic increase in suicide and depression - and since revealing 
these truth is politically incorrect this information is suppressed.  Emphasizing what true love reveals 
with moral certitude is important. 

 

---------- 44/183 ---------- 



As a lifelong Catholic, I will never accept that priests should be "Eucharistic police". Should I ever 
observe that a person is denied Communion by any cleric, that will be the last day I consider myself a 
Catholic. Only God sees into our hearts and souls. Men have their own agendas. 

And let's leave the Eucharist out of politics. I pity our Catholic elected officials who are scrutinized  and 
condemned by our Church for upholding laws which they, as individuals, are powerless to change. 

 

Living in the "buckle of the Bible belt" where many do not consider Catholics to even be Christian, our 
actions speak louder than words. 

 

---------- 45/183 ---------- 

The church, in my opinion, is becoming too political ( i.e., environmental issues and illegal  immigration)  
and I think many are leaving the faith because there is so little emphasis anymore on the doctrines of 
our faith.  What does it matter what my opinion or anyone else's opinion is when it comes to some of 
the controversial questions in this survey?  What matters is only what Jesus taught. 

 

---------- 46/183 ---------- 

Stand up for and teach what's right even when it's counter cultural. Stop tolerating scandal and staying 
silent when Catholic public figures openly support things that are against church teaching. It makes the 
church seem irrelevant in these times when it stays silent. 

 

---------- 47/183 ---------- 

I feel more attention should be paid to seniors especially widows and widowers. being old and being 
alone is so hard. It’s even worse if you have no way to get out and drive and maybe have no family close 
by.  Somehow older people seem to get forgotten. 

 

---------- 48/183 ---------- 

Wouldn't be as much confusion if the Church taught the full truth, including the difficult/unpopular 
truths, with conviction. The Church needs to act with the authority bestowed by Christ with confidence. 
Don't water "it" down and demand more. I've experienced a water downed faith, so weak that it 
seemed trivial, so I left after years of everything being lukewarm. 

 

---------- 49/183 ---------- 

I want the church to WAKE UP.   One of the most destructive forces confronting humanity and our 
church is narcissistic psychopathology.  It has always been this way.   



     Our Bishop in Knoxville is clearly challenged by his narcissism.  He insisted on building a new cathedral 
a few years after a cathedral size church was built a few miles away.  Superficial emphasis was placed on 
designing the new cathedral to serve the poor.  He is fond of having symphony orchestras perform, the 
poor don't attend.  He lives in 3/4 million mansion willed to the church by a widow.  Apparently vows 
are to be ignored when narcissistic justification is available.  On multiple occasions during his Sunday 
sermon he has bragged about his disagreements with the Pope and publicly bragged about confronting 
the Pope about his disagreements when he was in Rome.  He is impressed with himself, we watch and 
feel disappointed and ashamed that he is our Bishop.   

     Donald Trumps infamous narcissism  has promoted hatred and inflamed racial hatred in an entire 
nation.  Infamous narcissists Hirohito, Mussolini, Hitler, and Stalin led the world into hate and 
destruction, but the church is nearly silent about this.   

     Try teaching the First Commandment, God gave us a remedy for the evil manifestations of 
psychopathological narcissism, perhaps the Church should wake up and make use of it blessings.  Bishop 
Barron seems like a smart guy with an amiable style of presentation.  Perhaps he could attain better 
control of his own narcissism and then develop some insightful and instructional written and video 
materials.  I bet it would be well received by many. 

 

---------- 50/183 ---------- 

To often we tend to listen to ones of power, the ones that agree with us, or the ones who can 

do something for us. 

 

---------- 51/183 ---------- 

For all of us seeing the difficulties in the world today, placing all of our faith, love, hope and trust in God 
is the only way!  Sticking to this when the world tells us no, we must get back to this foundation and 
belief of the Universal Church to keep us strong.  Plant the small mustard seed and watch it grow! 

 

---------- 52/183 ---------- 

Listen to the unborn...any political leader should not be allowed to participate in the  

Eucharist who favors , votes for and supports  abortion. Amen 

 

---------- 53/183 ---------- 

I would hope that the Church truly is going to listen. 

 

---------- 54/183 ---------- 



Who are we to listen to:  some bishops say you cannot receive communion if you are in the state of 
mortal sin. I agree.   

Others look the other way when they proclaim “pro choice”” can be an allowable choice to make. 

The Pope must make it clear: It is a mortal sin to any way to have an abortion or talk someone into one.  
Yes it can be forgiven. 

We must stand as 1.  No matter the outcome! 

 

---------- 55/183 ---------- 

ROM 2:  3-11 

JESUS died for my sins. I am not responsible for anybody else's sin and I'm glad I only have one savior 
despite my failures and undeserving. SPREAD THIS MESSAGE!  This is the pearl of great value.  I can 
handle my sins barely but not anybody else's. In this message you can see and feel the glory of GOD! 

 

---------- 56/183 ---------- 

Let our Priests be shephards and remind them they should smell like sheep. They are meant to serve 
and not to place themselves at the front of the table.  Very rarely do I feel seen by a priest and for sure 
not by the Bishop. 

 

---------- 57/183 ---------- 

First:  the hierarchy needs to truly LISTEN to everyone---and not just to the wealthy, or conservative 
members who may be more eager to preserve the status quo. 

 

---------- 58/183 ---------- 

Listening and discussing are essential, but clear teaching on doctrine is paramount. 

 

---------- 59/183 ---------- 

The bishops need to stop focusing so much energy on being anti-abortion and instead focus on being 
profamily.  I personally do not agree with it abortion, but we should not let it overshadow the other core 
Catholic teachings. The American family has been in trouble for years and needs the vocal support of the 
Church to change government policies. Paid family leave, childcare, meaningful employment 
opportunities and access to quality healthcare. 

 

---------- 60/183 ---------- 



See prior answers. 

 

---------- 61/183 ---------- 

Be real with us. You're our Parish fathers...we're counting on you to be there. I'm sorry there are not 
many more of you, but we do need you to know us,  teach us, look out for us, be our father. 

 

---------- 62/183 ---------- 

The US Bishops should correct the Lord's Prayer in English to accurately say; "Let us not be lead into 
temptation..." as the Pope has shown our (English) translation is reflecting that God is leading us into 
temptation, which he is not. 

 

---------- 63/183 ---------- 

Allow priests to be married like in ancient times and like other religions.  It will eliminate the sexual 
scandals and a great deal of problems.  Simply update doctrine. 

 

---------- 64/183 ---------- 

Not enough had been emphasized in HOW to build a relationship with Christ, like you would building a 
relationship with anyone at first.  1st date awkwardness, making mistakes, learning, compromising, 
deepening.  

 

Best growth “how to” on Christs Divine Mercy …...Dairy of St Faustina.  Should be highly encouraged 
reading. 

 

---------- 65/183 ---------- 

Annulment shouldn’t be punitive if the other divorced spouse moved on & had no desire to uphold the 
marriage.  I waited 48 years for the man God chose for me & that love took me from the church & 
feeling I can practice with my family who are still there. 

 

---------- 66/183 ---------- 

The church needs to focus less on politics,especially during the homily. It is hard to sit through a political  
speech as a captive audience in church. Leave the politics out of the Mass. 

 



---------- 67/183 ---------- 

I deeply love and support the Church as the Body of Christ and his instrument on Earth. I believe it to be 
the one place where all peoples regardless of race, gender, creed, or culture can find love and 
acceptance in the love and light of God. That is not to say that we ought to disregard the truth or allow 
people to remain in a state of sin. Loving someone means meeting someone where they are at and 
caring enough not to leave them there. The Church exists to love humanity and to bring them back into 
communion with God. I have been blessed to see extraordinary individuals both lay and religious answer 
this calling with grace and love. I trust in the Church because, despite its history of human failing, the 
Holy Spirit has guided it toward the right path and will continue to do so to the end of the age. 

 

---------- 68/183 ---------- 

Theology of the body at all levels as St John Paul II has described. The family is essential for society.  

We need to teach our young generation and everyone about a culture of love, life, and compassion, just 
like Jesus was in His time. Jesus is, and Jesus will be the only way of life. This current culture of death 
and relativism is not a way of life. 

 

We need a better way of communicating the trust within generations. 

 

---------- 69/183 ---------- 

I would like our church to be focused on more social justice and environmental issues. Our parish is very 
generous with money but I don’t feel there is much action or participation from our parishioners. I feel 
there needs to be more encouragement from the pulpit to get involved. 

 

---------- 70/183 ---------- 

The Church has lost its way.  It has discarded Tradition and Dogma in favor of Vatican II milk toast 
Catholicism.  Churches continue to empty out and our youth continue to abandon the faith.  The main 
objective of sermons is not to offend anyone.  We have to return to Catholicism as the one true religion.  
If not we are doomed to hierarchical whims and fantasies.   I know this will never be considered but it is 
the truth, as data confirms. 

 

---------- 71/183 ---------- 

I want to say how sad I am at the present time realizing how divided the Church has become.  There 
seems to be division between the faithful, including the bishops, who, for lack of better words, truly 
believe Catholicism is defined by the Second Vatican Council and Pope John XXIII, and the faithful who 
have tried to dismiss much of it and him.  I think the Church should be led, as Pope Francis has said, by 



the Holy Spirit.  The joy of being a Catholic in the years immediately following the Second Vatican 
Council has vanished in the Church today.  There is dualism rather than openness with many issues; 
everything is black or white with no gray areas, immigration, women's place in the Church, abortion, etc.  
I felt so hopeful in the early years after Vatican II, belonging to a parish that embraced the Holy Spirit, 
welcomed the Spirit into every aspect of our parish life.  At times in different cities I have had to search 
for a parish where the Spirit is "felt".  If the Eucharist weren't of utmost importance to me I would have 
sought a Protestant church to worship with.   I also believe interfaith dialogue is of utmost importance 
today; it would be wonderful if we could discuss what we believe regarding our relationship with God. 

 

---------- 72/183 ---------- 

The church needs to put more focus on young people age 15-30 and provide more opportunity for 
fellowship. 

 

---------- 73/183 ---------- 

Communication is key, and imperative that any decisions made are explained as to why there were 
made. Unfortunately, not everyone "hears" on the same level or with the same medium, so you will go 
crazy repeating the same info over and over again. It's frustrating being part of the inner circle and 
realize that you can't do it all, plus knowing that you can't please everyone. You will have some people 
angry at decisions, and should have means for them to voice their opinion. 

 

---------- 74/183 ---------- 

I don't understand why the Church is not adamantly preaching social justice.  Jesus Christ never minced 
His words!  He challenged every narrow point of view, especially those held by the clergy of His day.  I 
didn't hear a single word from the pulpit about how Black Lives really do Matter after George Floyd had 
a white cop casually kneel on his neck until he was dead.   I didn't hear a single word from the pulpit 
when babies were being torn from their mother's arms when migrant refugees were crossing from 
Mexico into Texas.   I hear a lot about going to Confession or receiving communion, but nothing about 
"whatsoever you do to the least among you, so you do to me."  Unfortunately I did hear the sermon 
about voting for the guy who will do away with abortion, but nothing about how that same guy 
continually lied about Covid 19 while literally thousands of Americans were dying on respirators.   I pray 
and reflect on the Gospels  and wonder why the church is so afraid of speaking out against injustice 
when Jesus has given us His voice!  I don't want to "go to church" just to be quiet and feel safe, much 
less sentimental.   I want to be challenged by my faith community to be Christ, to speak Christ, to live 
Christ in every moment of my life. 

 

---------- 75/183 ---------- 

Our faith calls us to love “all” of God’s children.  We need to find a way to be more inclusive.  It sort of 
feels like we are putting ourselves above others when we want to tell someone they cannot join us 



because of a belief or affiliation.  We need to be more compassionate and show more mercy.  The 
decision to leave anyone out should be God’s judgement. 

 

---------- 76/183 ---------- 

Is there a place in the Catholic Church for members of the LGBTQ community? 

 

---------- 77/183 ---------- 

I am deeply concerned with the effect of scandal that might be occurring regarding the inconsistency in 
responding to public figures who promote abortion and present themselves for the Holy Eucharist.  I do 
not want to judge anyone's hearts or motives (including those of the Bishops and Pope Francis who 
must navigate this unimaginably challenging prudential territory.)  Yet, I fear that many Catholics see the 
aforementioned public figures being permitted to receive the Holy Eucharist in the news and are then 
tempted to believe that supporting abortion is permitted by the Catholic church. 

On the other hand, I am grateful that I do not have the responsibility of the bishops and the pope in 
making these prudential and pastoral decisions - I do not presume to know what the correct approach 
truly is. 

 

---------- 78/183 ---------- 

Until Covid is over (not as much of a concern), I don't think you are going to get buy in here. To truly 
listen, small groups will need to happen so people feel comfortable speaking up.  Not many people want 
to add social gatherings to their calendar during a pandemic. Some maybe, but it would be better to 
wait IMO. 

 

---------- 79/183 ---------- 

I think that the Church needs to reconsider some teachings, such as the teaching that disabled people 
cannot get married if they cannot consummate the marriage, the teaching that homosexuality is 
disordered, and the teaching that marriage is primarily for procreation. I also believe that it is in the 
interest of relationships, the Earth, and the environment that birth control be accepted. 

 

---------- 80/183 ---------- 

This is all a pretense. I have no doubt that the voices of the laity that disagree with the opinions of the 
clergy will be dismissed and rejected. I'm not even sure that anyone will even read this, but I am willing 
to speak my mind regardless, just to clear my conscience. 

 



---------- 81/183 ---------- 

I do not understand why the U.S. Conference of Bishops is against Pope Frances. It seems to me that he 
is very humble,  inclusive and especially caring of the poor. 

 

I do not understand why the U.S. Conference is also against promoting Medjugorje. The entire village is 
focused on places to pray and hear talks from the Franciscans. It is a place of miracles, including that of 
the sun and terminal illness. It is a place of great conversion, to Catholicism and commitment to religious 
vocations. The greatest miracle is the mental, emotional and spiritual healing that leads to inner peace. 
In essence, by not supporting Medjugorje as a Diocese, some people are being held back from the 
opportunity to heal deep wounds.  I applaud the Dioceses that put politics aside and lead parishioners 
into heaven on Earth. 

 

---------- 82/183 ---------- 

Sometimes the Pope's messages alienate members who may not share his same political views. 

 

---------- 83/183 ---------- 

Transformational churches seem to have better range of musical themes? Have a dedicated non-
traditional music Mass each weekend. Not sure how many of the current traditional songs used during 
Mass express joy and thoughtful inspiration. Appears about 10% of the members are actually singing 
current songs? Some current songs are hard for parishioners to even mumble given the tempo. As 
elementary school Catholic student I still draw inspiration from several hundred kids singing together at 
dedicated kids 0900HR Mass in NYC. Services, weddings, baptisms, funerals, I have attended at non-
Catholic services provided a compliment to those services that were satisfying. Leave some Catholic 
services, from travels around the U.S. shaking my head how poor the audience response is to song 
selections. Perhaps very educated musical directors but not very inspiring to the actual Mass or service. I 
am not a great singer!   

 

---------- 84/183 ---------- 

The Church must find a way to heal divisions between conservative and progressive Catholics or the 
divide will tear us apart. 

 

---------- 85/183 ---------- 

Never give up never let up and don’t let changing times lead to to quick fixes 

 

---------- 86/183 ---------- 



We need to provide better catechesis to families, especially young families, so that their children can 
grow up with a strong practice of the faith in the home. As Pope St. John Paul II described, the Church 
will go the way of the family, and our families seem to be struggling in practicing their faith. 

 

---------- 87/183 ---------- 

Be compassionate  

Do not rationalize church teaching   

Be steadfast & consistent  

Do not be political - the things you ignore or look away from tell us what you really believe.  

Do not ignore inconvenient truths or behaviors by the powerful.   

If you are going to listen, be prepared to act; otherwise this becomes just another facilitated waste of 
time. 

 

---------- 88/183 ---------- 

Priests should fully embrace on a regular basis the opportunities to have an open dialog with various 
groups of parishioners. Pastors should also maximize the use of a parish counsel in this endeavor both to 
serve as advisors or "board of directors" and as a means to listen to the parishioners. 

 

---------- 89/183 ---------- 

I understand the fundamentals of the Catholic faith cannot change, however it is very evident that the 
rigidity of the Catholic faith has done nothing to keep many of my peers engaged in the Church.  If the 
Church doesn't universally become more welcoming (as we often preach but do not practice) I fear our 
Catholic Community will continue to shrink. 

 

I love my Parish, but do not like our Bishop.  He seems to regularly force his own opinions on the 
Diocese and hide behind his station pushing his ideas as Catholic philosophy.  I hope the Diocese will do 
a better vetting process in choosing Church leaders in the future, and that they would remove those 
who alienate and disregard members of the our faith community. 

 

---------- 90/183 ---------- 

While the tradition of the Catholic Church is extremely important, but the Church should also evolve 
accordingly.  I think its leaders need to adapt quicker to new and emerging technologies.  A simple 
example is Father Mike Schmitz’s Bible in a Year podcast.  What a terrific way for  people to actually 
engage in hearing the word of God in a manner that so many people choose to get their content. 



 

---------- 91/183 ---------- 

Forgive each other. Sex scandals have nothing to do with weather you attend Mass or not! 

Mass is our nourishment for our souls 

 

---------- 92/183 ---------- 

Not sure how I feel about adds in a church bulletin, seems a bit like mony changing.  Glad we don't do 
the Kroger bucks out front after mass, that felt very much like money changers at church. 

 

---------- 93/183 ---------- 

I want to continue to learn about my Catholic faith and continue to grow in it.  I find it very difficult, 
more and more every day, to defend my Catholic faith and its teachings on the topics covered in the 
survey, i.e. priest abuse scandal, abortion, LBGT, etc. 

 

I want to learn the theology.  What I was taught in Catholic school "was this is it, don't question it."  I 
need a better understanding and knowledge of the why's, understanding of the history and knowledge 
of the symbolism.   I wish there were more opportunities for a working person to get involved in faith 
formation.  Everything offered by this church is held during normal working hours.  I don't want to wait 
until I retire to learn.  I want to grow and develop now. 

 

---------- 94/183 ---------- 

Pope Francis could start by being less ambiguous and much more clear in his support of the Catholic 
faith. 

He proclaims a position, then his actions indicate an opposite position. It would be incredible if Pope 
Francis could actually hear the message that his flock is quite scattered because the shepherd himself is 
not doing a great job proclaiming the exact unchanging position of the Catholic Church. 

 

The news coming out of the Vatican about policies and behaviors is very disheartening. Again, we seem 
adrift when our anchor should be firm. Policies about Mass at St Peters, sexual impropriety of Vatican 
personnel and other scandals, the almost ban on the Latin Mass under most circumstances, the firing or 
putting down of Bishops who speak to our faith and the promotion of those who seem to want to 
change our faith- how can an ordinary person navigate the difficulties of life when we can't even count 
on the Pope and the Vatican? 

 



---------- 95/183 ---------- 

We need to listen that our cannons are sacred and we need to adhere to them as Christians. We also 
need to listen to the secular side of our leaders and government concerning what their duties are to all 
people not just Catholics. For example: The church advised us to not vote for a person that, by law is 
required to enforce the laws regarding Abortion in favor of a person that would damage our country and 
all that we stand for. The specter that I would commit a mortal sin if I did so is ridiculous. Under that 
logic If Hitler was running and he was anti abortion should i under the pain of mortal sin vote for him. 

 

---------- 96/183 ---------- 

I am so glad that Pope Francis has called for a listening Church. It is important for faith communities to 
share God's love and care for all people, to work together to build God's kingdom, focussing on what 
unites us rather than what divides us. As Catholics, it is important to increase opportunities and desire 
to learn more about our faith so we can understand and be able to evangelize with confidence, working 
to build stronger families, faith communities, and a better world.  I feel access to a strong Catholic 
education is important, as are increasing opportunities for community service, inclusion, and 
communication within the parish, diocese, and larger community. 

 

---------- 97/183 ---------- 

The pope is a bishop, the first among equals. There is a diversity of positions and opinions among 
individual bishops around the world. It would be better if they all showed a little "clericalism" 
themselves, and accepted the pope as their leader and the guy with the final say. 

 

---------- 98/183 ---------- 

The church needs to be more proactive, from the pulpit, in addressing the issues of our time, keeping in 
mind that, as representatives of the church, those empowered to speak should do so within the confines 
of church teaching. 

 

---------- 99/183 ---------- 

Stop abusing kids. Stop defending those who didn’t protect the victims and chose to put church finances 
over stopping what’s wrong. Stop wasting our money that we give to you to help the poor, feed the 
hungry, educate our children. Be good stewards of the Earth. Stop attacking people who call out heinous 
behavior and non-action by leaders of the church. Do good things. Be humble. Get off Twitter and stop 
attacking people. Lead by example.  

 

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/vatican-verdict-looms-for-knoxville 



 

---------- 100/183 ---------- 

look @ 48 

 

---------- 101/183 ---------- 

Our local churches are lacking. Youth and young adults are uninvolved. There are few opportunities for 
young families to gather with their children. The congregation is Unengaged, especially after Covid 
where we don’t gather/have events/shake hands at the sign of peace or speak after Mass. 

 

There is a wide spectrum of what people think a catholic is. There are groups of very traditional 
Catholics and groups of non traditional Catholics. We are very divided. Catholics who follow all of the 
church teachings seem to be very clerical or elitist and are not authentic or approachable, specifically 
the Latin mass community. 

 

---------- 102/183 ---------- 

See no 48 above.  

 

Celibacy seems unnatural. Perhaps we should let our priests marry. I know it goes against all tradition, 
but we may avoid some of the sexual assault scandals we have seen in years past. 

 

---------- 103/183 ---------- 

1.  Somehow I would like to see more variety in the Mass.  I wish I could tell you how that could be 
accomplished but I don't know.   The Mass being the same each and every week is a little like seeing the 
same play or movie over and over every week.  The only variety is in the homily.  Some homilists are 
very good - they reach me and make me think.   Others?  See 2. 

 

2. Too many homilists are poor public speakers.  Monotone-ists or those who merely repeat what was in 
the readings.  Or those who get to the point, make it and then go on essentially repeating it over and 
over dragging it out.   Take a look at some of the Protestant preachers on TV.  Inject some life into the 
homily! 

 

---------- 104/183 ---------- 



Keep the Mass in the native language.  We have our local Mass both in English and Spanish.  I have 
forgotten all the Latin I learned in the 1950's.   

Be more forgiving to divorced Catholics. 

Allow women to be Deacons, not priests. 

 

---------- 105/183 ---------- 

Biblical guidelines are timeless. But the Church seems stuck in the past.  The music (hard to sing by many 
due to range or timing, rules on contraceptive and excluding living together (what about old people who 
would lose income if they did marry?) What’s wrong with women deacon or married priests if they are 
servers of our Lords’ ministry?  Our priests truly try to make things relevant.  Our Bishop, however, is an 
example of your clericalism. 

 

---------- 106/183 ---------- 

There are scores of young people in this country who are absolutely drawn to the beauty and truth of 
the Traditional Latin Mass.  More so than the post Vatican II Mass.  Why would Pope Francis abrogate it?  
Why not open and support those flood gates?  I do not attend the Latin Mass myself, but many many 
young people do.  Why would the Church want to take that from them?  They are drawn to it, and to the 
truth of the Catholic faith precisely because it is not watered down.  In the Latin Mass, and in the Church 
as a whole, they find that there is truth.  Something they can belong to, and believe in.  If you take that 
away, they will go away and they will never return. 

 

There are also many traditional Catholics out there who are crying out for Catholicism to actually be 
taught, preached, upheld, supported in our local Parishes and Dioceses.  These people are NOT being 
ministered to.  If you let them fall away by changing, watering down etc, then the Church will have 
nothing to believe in, and no one to believe in it.   

 

There is a reason why less than an third of Catholic's in this country do not believe in the Real Presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist.  And the reason is an internal one, not an external one.  It is not taught, it is 
not preached, the consequences of unbelief or improper reception are not taught or preached.  The 
Eucharist is not treated with reverence by the armies of "Eucharistic Ministers" we now use because 
heaven forbid we have to spend 5 or 10 additional minutes in church to get through the communion 
line.  I mean, it is the source and summit of our faith, right?  Again, I am going to run out of words.  The 
young people who are coming into the Church in droves are looking for, and in some instances, finding 
the truth.  They are looking back, not forward.   They respond to people, lay people, priests, deacons, 
bishops who speak the truth, even the hard truths, without reservation. 

 

---------- 107/183 ---------- 



I don't always agree with all he does or says.  I think sometimes he is a little to Liberal for me, like 
wanting to change the teachings of the Church, or maybe their meaning.   I just tell the Holy Spirit He 
needs to come down and whisper in the Pope's ear. 

 

Women Deacons seems a way to want to go to being priest down the road.  They wanted that twenty, 
or so, years ago.  I never heard tell of Mary complaining about giving up her life at sixteen 

to become the mother of Jesus!!  I figure if God wanted women, priest, He would have made one of the 
twelve Apostles a woman. 

 

---------- 108/183 ---------- 

I am attracted to Catholicism because of its teachings and traditions, not in spite of them.  I think there 
are plenty of pragmatic ways that the Church can improve its message and help to spread the Gospel to 
many more people, but we need to be careful not to fall away from the Truths of the sacraments, the 
Resurrection, concepts like the Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Assumption, Theology of the Body, 
teachings on marriage, homosexuality, giving to the poor, and other such things.  I think these teachings 
need to be preserved and explained rather than trying to side with society on those things.  Otherwise, 
we will attract lukewarm people, and those who would be most ardent about Catholicism would choose 
not to join.  That would make the Church more like the world rather than making the world more like 
the Church.  Lastly, I think it's important to be wary about how much the Church works with 
governments around the world.  The inconsistent application of laws, particularly those revolving 
around the coronavirus, has given millions of people around the world a healthy mistrust of their 
governments.  Many of these policies are being applied to the common people but not many 
government officials and their friends.  Most of these people are very ardent in faith and would be 
brilliant Catholics if they saw the Church take a stronger stand against immorality displayed by 
government officials and those in power.  If the Catholic Church truly wants to thrive in the 21st century, 
she should make certain she connects with those who have felt betrayed by their governments. 

 

---------- 109/183 ---------- 

Knoxville Catholic High School needs to stop having football tournaments on Sunday mornings.  If Chick-
Fil-A can respect the 3rd commandment, we should too. 

 

---------- 110/183 ---------- 

Teach more! Take the time during sermons to teach--like I said above. Teach about the sanctity of life 
and about living your faith. The Catholic faith is about so much more than just being a good person. 

 

---------- 111/183 ---------- 



It would be nice to have a little more availability to confessions without worrying about having to set an 
appointment if not available to attend during current set time and day.  

For me, I feel like I am taking away time from the priest and those who are in greater need than I if I 
have to try and make an appointment. It also makes me second guess as to whether my confession is 
sinful enough to pay attention to. When I feel a conviction to set things right for myself and feel the 
need to confess, it is often at a time outside the availability for me to go to my priest for such 
confession. I then choose to spend my time in prayer with my confession straight to God and don’t feel 
the need to attend confession.  I then start second guessing as to whether I am being forgiven. 

 

---------- 112/183 ---------- 

More catholic youth should be allowed to have activities that help them to interact with others with the 
same interests 

 

---------- 113/183 ---------- 

Listen to those who disagree with you. Listen to people’s lived experiences. Open your heart. Care about 
other people. 

 

---------- 114/183 ---------- 

I would like to see more teaching on the Holy Spirit and the power of God.  

 

  As they make pretense of religion but negate its Power. Tim. 3:5 

 

---------- 115/183 ---------- 

The Truth that the Church teaches is more important than the number of followers. 

 

---------- 116/183 ---------- 

I think more has to be done about bishops and arch bishops that are so publicly against Pope Francis. I 
am shocked at some of the public comments and actions taken by some that are in direct opposition to 
the Pope. I think they should be heard in Rome, but not publicly on social media. 

 

---------- 117/183 ---------- 

11). I think Pope Francis shot himself and the Catholic Church in the foot by  forbidding  or greatly 
limiting practice of the Latin Rite of the Mass to individuals who find it spiritually fulfilling.  It makes no 



sense to me that last year Pope Francis welcomed & participated in seemingly heretical displays of Pachi 
Mama at a Mass for indigenous Indians, but will no longer allow the Latin Rite of the Mass be freely  
observed. 

  The Catholic Church needs to hire impartial experts to be in charge of finances. The abuse of funds 
through Pope Francis's cronies is criminal. He has seemed to surround himself with yes men who nod to 
him at the appropriate times and then please themselves with their corrupt, self serving business 
decisions. I think contributions to the church have lagged over people's concerns that their tithing 
dollars have been and will continue to be misused. 

 

---------- 118/183 ---------- 

Please figure out a way to bring back the full eucharist, body and blood. 

 

---------- 119/183 ---------- 

I would hope that our local church and diocese would become far more vocal and active in supporting 
Pope Francis call to protect creation.  So far, except for a few small groups of lay people, the Catholic 
Church in East Tennessee has been silent on this important social justice issue. 

 

---------- 120/183 ---------- 

We need more instructions on the teachings 

 

---------- 121/183 ---------- 

Dismay at: 

The disparity between the lifestyles of some of the hierarchy and the less-than-ideal circumstances of 
the people they serve. 

 

What seems to be a return to the "appearances" and "pomp and circumstance" in church buildings and 
ceremonies that cost money rather than meaningful, simplistic, and humble buildings and rites.  

 

Return to pre-Vatican II or disregard of Vatican II advances.  

 

What appears to be a bulging hierarchy. Why are there so many European 
bishops/archbishops/cardinals? I assume it is based on historical reasons before modern transportation 
and communication. In 2013, 22.6% of the College of Cardinals were Italian 



(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_of_Cardinals ). Admittedly I don't know much about the 
workings of the Church but 22% of the Catholic population is no longer Italian. (One could argue that 
resources should be devoted to where Catholics have lapsed, perhaps?)  The Church is not a democracy, 
agreed, however, the poor are underrepresented. 

 

---------- 122/183 ---------- 

Los sacerdotes nos son muy necesarios, y hay muy pocos, somos conscientes. Los diaconos van a tomar 
mas y mas relevancia en la Iglesia del futuro. Las mujeres deberian poder ser diaconos, ya que en la 
iglesia primitiva ya lo fueron.  

En la preparacion de los sacerdotes, es muy importante ensenarles a administrar los fondos, eso es 
indudable. Pero tambien a tratar a la gente. Muchos hablan de forma arrogante, falta de humildad.  

Se ve muy poco a los sacerdotes orando en la iglesias - es un ejemplo tan bello para el pueblo, cuando se 
ve al sacerdote de rodillas en la iglesia.  

Me preocupa que algunos sacerdotes beben mucho alcohol en fiestas. Se que es una vida solitaria y 
lejos del hogar para muchos de ellos, pero deberian tener acceso a apoyo psicologico.  

Tambien me preocupa cuando en la iglesia se pide dinero constantemente -- para construir edificios o 
arreglar esto u lo otro. Las familias que no tienen muchos medios se sienten muy mal. 

 

---------- 123/183 ---------- 

What I said above. Hope the church leaders will really listen and promote changes in our church to be 
more open minded and accept those the were born different to the majority. To teach that for God 
there are no differences and we are all equal. 

 

---------- 124/183 ---------- 

I believe the switch on race was and is a disaster. Ezra 9 shows that mixed marriages are sinful .Malachi 
4:1 in the Septuagint says that the allogenes (other races) are thrown into the lake of fire. Malachi 1:4 
Douay Rheims says that God is angry with the Edomite people forever.We had Nazi Catholics and we 
switched our stance to appease sinners. Matthew 15:22-28 says I was not sent but unto the lost sheep 
of the House of Israel 

 

---------- 125/183 ---------- 

I wish that the church would focus more on the selfless love that Jesus taught and how all our life’s 
decisions and actions should stem from this. How we treat others in this world is more important than 
anything. Establishing programs to welcome people to help them become part of this community is 
important too. Finally, I think focusing on the anti abortion stance as the most important political issue is 



in error. It alienates many parishioners and the political party that uses that for maintaining power does 
not stand for any else in the Christian agenda. It forces those to lose sight of the big picture of love, 
kindness, welcoming, and support that the church stands for. 

 

---------- 126/183 ---------- 

Please listen, spread, never denounce publicly Pope Francis'. He is truly a pastoral man of God. A man of 
forgiveness, mercy, charity, humility,  kindness, love. 

Bishops are not bound by obedience to the Holy Father, yet the parish priest is bound to his bishop. Go 
figure.  Some USCB seem to disregard and show outright disrespect to all by being judgemental of fellow 
bishops and priest and those they find unworthy of Eucharist. Or the Latin rite Mass where many 
bishops, our own included, "know better" and make loop holes to ignore Pope Francis's directives. 

 

It is disconcerting that Courage International is recognized by Fr David Carter to be legitimate. Its 
director is Fr Colin Blatchford who was ordained in the Diocese of Knoxville. I think it is wrong in its so 
called pious pursuit to transform same sex attracted people. It's cultish. 

 

I'm so disappointed with many newer priests in our diocese who feel the need to adorn themselves in 
lavish vestments, or wear  

a cassock and hat even during a summer picnic or recreation. Very off putting and creates a barrier to 
equality, appearing with an air of superiority . Respect is earned not by what we wear but how we 
speak, care, love. But if that's your thing. I try to accept anything worn to Mass or about in good 
intentions 

 

I love my Catholic faith and praise God in gratitude. I love being a Catholic and find it challenging 
intellectually and spiritually in a good way. The tent of Church is infinitely wide,  there is room for all of 
us. Let's try to act accordingly in unity and harmony without exclusion or division.  

 

Thank you.. God bless us all 

 

---------- 127/183 ---------- 

Please be more direct in welcoming new members to the community and Parish. 

 

---------- 128/183 ---------- 

You DON’T listen.   This survey will become just another whitewashed effort in futility 



 

---------- 129/183 ---------- 

I think the church needs to be open to admitting that some of the early church teachings were flawed 
and not continue with the feeling that all previous popes were infallible. Was Peter, our first Pope, 
infallible? Of course, not. He was perhaps the most fallible of the apostles, especially after having denied 
Jesus three times. So why is it that the popes who never walked with Jesus in the flesh are so much 
better than he was? Part of being a Christian is admitting when you are wrong. The Catholic church 
needs to admit that their forefathers were often wrong and not use blind adherence to past tradition as 
a guide to the future. So, when the church "listens", it needs to be willing to change, regardless of what 
the previous popes would have thought. It needs not only to listen, but to act.  

 

Also, I'd like to see the church--or at least the local bishops and priests--leave politics out of the pulpit. I 
have a friend that was a devout Catholic but has left the faith for the most part because our bishop 
suggested that if my friend were a true Christian, then he must vote for Trump, arguably the most God-
less man who ever held that office. While it's true that democrats allow for a woman's right to choose to 
have an abortion, the republican party tends to favor the rich, turn a blind eye to the poor, and use 
abortion only as a political tool to gain votes. And once they are in office, they never lift a finger to 
outlaw abortion, nor do they intend to. So, while the democrats may have more tolerance for abortion 
and gay marriage, they take far better care of the poor and the environment, which is certainly more in 
line with Christian teaching. Neither party follows the God's teaching to the letter, so neither party 
needs to be promoted by the Catholic Church, or any church for that matter. 

 

---------- 130/183 ---------- 

Strong men who are active spiritually, in ministry, and innovation make strong parishes and more 
importantly families 

 

We have lost our men and need to find ways of making it known that their masculinity is vital to the 
Church 

 

---------- 131/183 ---------- 

I am disturbed by some of the liberal/progressive statements and positions being taken by our current 
Pope - particularly in the areas of climate change, illegal immigration, LGBTQ issues and gender fluidity.  
I believe that manmade climate change is far from a being proven science and feel the Church is out of 
bounds in promoting political agendas that promote limiting personal freedoms in effort to address 
climate change.  I do not believe the Pope should advocate for any country to move to open borders or 
allow unregulated/illegal immigration.  I also believe the Church should never moderate on it's 
traditional views on same sex marriage or gender fluidity. 



 

---------- 132/183 ---------- 

I think we need to do a better job of finding common ground with those outside the church or those 
that disagree with the church.  We should look for what we have in common; not what we different on. 

 

---------- 133/183 ---------- 

Que hagamos , practiquemos en nuestro caminar con mucha obediencia sus mandatos que nos da por 
medio del Espiritu Santo.. y que no tiene vuelta..... 

 

---------- 134/183 ---------- 

While we have an active youth program, it is still not what I grew up with as part of a CYO.  I often tell 
my children about the CYO and wish they could have a similar experience.   

 

There we had meetings every other week which concluded with the Sunday evening mass - this mass 
had readings, collection baskets passed and offertory all done by the youth.  I rarely see youth conduct 
the readings, other than at the SHCS masses.  This Sunday evening mass and the homily was always 
geared to youth, although it was a regularly scheduled mass for anyone to attend.  At least one weekend 
of the month was a weekend long service project - selling right to life calendars at all masses, serving all 
meals at the homeless shelter for the weekend, beautifying the church and school grounds (small paint 
projects, landscaping, washing priest and teachers at the schools cars).   The CYO also had recreation 
sports, where you played other church parish CYOs in volleyball, basketball and cabbage ball.  While it 
was somewhat competitive, it was more to bring young catholics from other parishes together.  Some 
would play on the teams, while others would work concessions and then some remain in 
stands/bleachers to cheer.  All in all, it expanded young catholics meeting other young catholics in a 
comfortable environment. 

 

---------- 135/183 ---------- 

I think the Church is in crisis where young adults and young families and even adults seem to be leaving 
in droves.  All three of my children no longer attend Mass except for Christmas Eve- if they're in town for 
the Holidays.  They now go to  non-denominational churches.  I've been at several gatherings whether it 
be with friends or church groups and the conversation of their children no longer following the Catholic 
faith came up and we can't figure out what happened.  I feel this needs to be addressed in a much more 
purposeful way than discussed in offhanded comments.  If young people or those regardless of their age 
keep leaving in large numbers over the years, this will really be detrimental to our faith.  Unfortunatley, I 
don't know what the answer is other than to really study and address the problem...maybe it's done 
parish by parish first to try different ideas and then when there is hopefully some progress try it on a 
larger scale.  I am  going to try to get my children to fill out this survey so maybe their issues can be 



heard. I do think it is true that times are changing and young adults are being taught and encouraged to 
be more independent and use their voice than they were years ago.  Somehow there has to be a way of 
meeting them in the middle, listening to them and still keeping true to our Catholic  beliefs.  We need to 
do something because I don't feel that the numbers coming into the Church at Easter is compensating 
for those leaving. Surely there's a way to keep our Sacred Traditions and extend them to the newer 
generations. 

 

---------- 136/183 ---------- 

I appreciate this desire to “listen” but this survey is too long, wordy, and not easy to execute. In order to 
get the 100% participation, the survey should be streamlined and made simpler. Most people won’t take 
the time to do a 20 minute survey. 

 

---------- 137/183 ---------- 

Politicians who actively promote and vote for abortion should be denied Communion. 

 

---------- 138/183 ---------- 

It is one thing to have a Church that listens; it is quite another to have a "listening Church" that responds 
outside the bounds of "the body of revealed truth in the Scriptures and Tradition, which the Catholic 
Church cannot change, Catholic Church Doctrine and the Catechism of the Catholic Church." 

I pray that this Synod is not just a Vatican-approved poll of Catholics and non-Catholics around the world 
that ends in the Church going along with the resulting popular/majority sentiment of the polling results.  
"The body of revealed truth in the Scriptures and Tradition, which the Catholic Church cannot change, 
Catholic Church Doctrine and the Catechism of the Catholic Church" does not limit my ability, as a 
faithful, practicing Catholic, to listen to those who have different views.  To listen does not mean to 
agree, however.  We must continually safeguard the Catholic Church's body of revealed Truth.  We must 
not allow modern culture (which currently seems to prefer feel good, "you be you," sound byte 
theology) to redefine God, His Truth and Divine Revelation, or authentic doctrine on how God's Divine 
Revelation is to be handed on to generations that follow ours. 

 

---------- 139/183 ---------- 

Revel in the diversity/universality of our Church. I speak of not only racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity, 
but also of a diversity or a spectrum in how we express our faith. Teach us to have tolerance for those 
who worship conservatively as well as those who worship in a more liberal way.  

 

Embrace the mess. 



 

---------- 140/183 ---------- 

I want leaders in the Church to speak the truth with passion and not compromise the Church's teachings 
in order to fit in or feel relevant to the current generation or the social/political/cultural winds. We 
should live our lives in the joy of Christ and respond with joy when others challenge Church teaching or 
practice. The Church too often allows secular entities to control her message. We need sophisticated 
ways to get the gospel across to people while at the same time keeping the message simple and to the 
point: God loves us and has sent His Son to save us! 

 

---------- 141/183 ---------- 

Listening is hard, especially when the speaker is screaming.  We must absolutely approach one another 
earnestly and with kindness to bridge our divides.  We may need to put our passion aside sometimes, 
when it serves us better to open the eyes and ears of our hearts. 

 

---------- 142/183 ---------- 

I support the catholic church and her teachings, but unfortunately poor catechesis and tragic 
experiences have hurt many people and pushed a lot of people away in recent years. I myself have often 
felt that the church failed to support me through challenging experiences, such as miscarrying a baby 
and suffering through years of infertility. And I know many others have experienced worse and have had 
to face those challenges alone. I have found that often the church does a good job of telling people what 
they shouldn't do (get divorced, be homosexual, have an abortion, etc) but it struggles to convey what it 
is we SHOULD do. The message of compassion, love, mercy, humility and generosity is often so hidden 
we forget about these essential aspects of our faith! And these are what Jesus wants us to practice!! I 
have witnessed so much hate in our catholic culture, often stirred by political confusion, and the church 
hasn't made any noticeable effort to combat it. And unfortunately, in many instances, leaders in the 
church have fueled hate, justifying it with political views. Our world needs love, unity and community 
more than ever. My hope would be for the Catholic church to be at the forefront of that cause. Because 
I love the catholic church, it has been so hard to watch it dwindle and fade with time. Young people are 
searching for community and truth and need it more than ever, yet the church has failed to reach them. 
Non-denominational churches do a great job of attracting youth and young adults. The catholic church 
needs to make a direct and meaningful effort to do the same or I'm afraid it will die. I am so grateful for 
Pope Francis and this opportunity to voice our cares and concerns. I pray for a beautiful and vibrant 
future for our church! 

 

---------- 143/183 ---------- 

#34 Mostly I see and experience women as second class members of the Church.   There are 3 questions 
on immigration and only 2 regarding women.   Immigration I see as a political and governmental issue 
with humanitarian consequences. 



 

---------- 144/183 ---------- 

accept everyone--it is not the churches responsibility to judge 

 

---------- 145/183 ---------- 

The Church's care for members of the community with developmental and intellectual disabilities is a 
topic very near and dear to my heart.  Although my children with disabilities were not denied 
participation in youth activities, it would have been good to have assistance in teaching them on their 
own levels.  My child with Down syndrome is now an adult.  I have had problems finding a Sunday Missal 
that is not overly childish, yet still uses understandable illustrations and language to discuss the Mass. I 
would like it to be easier for parents and other concerned people to find ways to communicate the 
beauty of our faith to church members with disabilities. 

 

---------- 146/183 ---------- 

The Pope want us to listen to globalist. To Communist.  To evil doers.  We are not a church of 
"Listeners".  Jesus was a 'Doer and Teacher". not a "Listener".  The apostles were "Doers and Acters".  
Paul was a "Doer and Explainer".  Name one saint that was a "Listener"?  Saints were people acted on 
the principles of the Christ.  Many who lost their lives in the process.  Is this what "Listeners" do?  No, it 
is not.  These are men and women of ACTION.  They went out into the world and  spoke the truth.  
Helped the poor, Healed the sick.  Embraced the righteous.  Preached against sin and for the wicked to 
repent.  This Pope has driven away more Catholics from the faith with his asinine woke gobblygook then 
anyone or anything else.  Failing to call out abortion as evil and calling political figures who support 
abortion as "Good Catholics" is unforgivable.  The church is not here to embrace the sin of its people.  It 
is hear to point out WHY their sin is wrong and to help them overcome their sin for the glory of God and 
the benefit of themselves and the world they live in.  It is this Pope and his socialist, globalist, woke, 
bullshit that is tanking the church. 75 years ago in this country society was knew what was right and 
wrong often times because of what the church taught.  Now, younger generations have no idea what is 
moral and what is immoral partly because the church is terrified of calling sin what it is.  The very 
questions in this survey are sickening.  Could you get more "Woke" or leftist political.  It is simply 
sickening.  THIS survey is the very essence of why the church is hurling itself off a cliff. 

 

---------- 147/183 ---------- 

Keep in mind that every person has a life story and that life story should be listened to compassionately, 
carefully, and prayerfully before agreeing or disagreeing with the persons decisions and or choices that 
have shaped their life. 

 

---------- 148/183 ---------- 



Why doesn't the hierarchy listen to the people and allow married priests and deacons.  IN the early 
church the priests and deacons were married.  Tradition is not a very good justification for many things 
we do in the church except for it is comfortable to do so. 

 

---------- 149/183 ---------- 

I believe this survey is an amazing first step. I would like to see more committees/councils and  
opportunities for listening sessions to occur. We need to increase the number of people involved in our 
parish and for everyone to feel their voice is heard. Many parishioners simply attend but aren’t truly 
involved or connected, we should have more opportunities for get-togethers and community building. 

 

---------- 150/183 ---------- 

I want us to discuss hot button issues like abortion, immigration and the death penalty.  And not to 
condemn people with different points of views. It disturbs me when I hear statements like "he or she 
can't be catholic if they believe that way." Or when priest say they would not give Communion to those 
who have differing views. 

 

---------- 151/183 ---------- 

Remember to be open and not force our religion on those who do not ask for inclusion. Immigrants, 
students, even spouses or family members with their own religious beliefs should feel welcome but not 
even encouraged to investigate or participate unless genuinely interested. 

We need to lead by example and loving kindness. Hatred, vengeance, violence have no place in charity 
but we need to be vocal in what is unfair, instigative regarding danger and bullying, obvious use of 
authority to undermine justice, or detrimental to the environment and family life. 

 

---------- 152/183 ---------- 

"Listening" does not necessarily equal agreeing or accommodating.  It may lead to one or the other, but 
the latter should not be goals but rather possible outcomes resulting from prayerful discernment. 

 

---------- 153/183 ---------- 

As a Church we need to stop the hypocrisy and double standards. During the past elections the Bishop of 
the Knoxville Diocese sent a communicate in the Catholic newspaper suggesting that all Catholics should 
vote for the Republican candidate, Donald J. Trump, on the basis that the Republican Party supports the 
pro-life stands of the Catholic Church. The Bishop went as far as saying that a vote for a Democratic 
candidate was a vote for abortion and therefore a sin. The Bishop intentionally omitted the facts that 
the Republican candidate is a man that lacks character, moral and integrity. This candidate is a man that 



has been publicly unfaithful to all three wives, is a compulsive lier, a racist individual and a man accused 
of fraud and tax evasion. An individual totally unfit to lead a country.  The Bishop’s position in endorsing 
such an individual not only is morally skewed, is totally unacceptable. This is not a political statement on 
my part but the believe that the Church should not try to directly influence elections and should let the 
citizens follow their hearts on the matter, letting the Holy Spirit guide the process. 

 

---------- 154/183 ---------- 

Listen and share communications with congregation. 

 

---------- 155/183 ---------- 

I am so concerned about our youth leaving the church in such big numbers, as a mother of a teen I pray 
to God to always keep her in the church and a practicing Catholic. I see so many of her friends once they 
reach 18-20 years old they stop attending Mass and in talking with them the reason is always the same: 
The church does not accept everyone (example: homosexuals) so they feel like hypocrites being taught 
that God loves all of us regardless but then the teaching of the church does not reflect that. 

 

---------- 156/183 ---------- 

I have been told twice from the pulpit that if you believe in "a woman's right to choose" you cannot be a 
Catholic.  Both times I felt like someone kicked me with all their might in my stomach.  I was upset for 
days and even weeks afterward.  Now the bishops want to tell President Biden that he can't receive 
communion!!!  What hypocrites!!  The church has hundreds of priests who sexually abuse minors and/or 
perform homosexual acts, but they can not only receive communion but also consecrate the bread and 
wine.  Some of the hierarchy in the church are, indeed, clericalists, who are corrupted by their power 
and sense of self importance, and want to punish anyone who does not bend to their wishes, even if it 
would be wrong for them to do so (church and state must remain separate - it is the law in the United 
States).  The Catholic Church should be a church of love and service, not one of pompous, self-serving 
laws.  I can just see Jesus saying "here we go again with the hypocrites!" 

 

---------- 157/183 ---------- 

that the church is important and i think there are other ways to help teens get closer to the faith 

 

---------- 158/183 ---------- 

Everyone has some Church teaching that they struggle mightily with that feels so unfair and personal to 
them. For some it's homosexuality, for others it's cohabitating. For some like me, it's resentment that I 
can not enjoy sex with my husband unless I'm willing to risk my mental and physical health by having yet 
another baby. Please help teach us how to carry these burdens. Please don't have people who don't 



experience these trials gloss them over as "joyful suffering." Tell us how to not resent these things. I love 
the  Church and believe in her teachings, but I am very worn down. 

 

---------- 159/183 ---------- 

Stay out of the Climate Change debate. The climate has "changed" since the Lord created the earth. The 
church has been wrong on "science" so many times (Galileo, as an easy example).   

Stay out of the US immigration debate. The US is a sovereign country of laws. Illegal entry is Illegal- 
period. The Vatican has guards to keep people from camping out in its gardens. Why not invite all of the 
homeless from around the world to stay there. Hypocritical! 

Either stay out of US politics or, now that we have a "Catholic" President and Speaker of the House, 
condemn them and their actions as Catholics toward the unborn. Yeah - the church has no guts for that. 

 

---------- 160/183 ---------- 

Be more open. Many church laws and ways of doing things are built on what happened long ago (i.e., 
"the way it has always been"). This is never a good reason to keep things the same. The church must 
adapt and change or young people will not join or stay Catholic as they grow up. 

 

---------- 161/183 ---------- 

Some not all of the Priests seem to cater to parishioners with more influence, wealth, etc as opposed to 
people that may not be as fortunate.  

They seem to favor this class of parishioners 

Because They seem to feel these parishioners can somehow personally help them to perform their 
duties  and responsibilities and in some way give them special perks.  

It was not always this way or at least it did not seem as prevalent as it appears in the current 
environment. 

 

---------- 162/183 ---------- 

I have trouble understanding priests who are not native English speakers because I suffer some hearing 
loss and therefore have trouble understanding their homily's.  I would like to see who is going to 
celebrate the mass so I can select a priest I can better understand. As an alternative, I would like the 
opportunity to continue to celebrate mass via the internet.  I do not currently use the internet for mass 
unless I am traveling 

 

---------- 163/183 ---------- 



Don’t bend to the world and it’s whims. 

 

---------- 164/183 ---------- 

I am sad that the church and United States seems to be very anti-pope. I can’t believe the politicization 
that I see even within my own church. It is devastating- it makes me not want to go to church. We 
recently had a priest at our church make the homily political. It made me not go back for two months. 

 

---------- 165/183 ---------- 

Continue to listen to the needs of the young and marginalized and offer opportunities to be inclusive 
and reponsive to their needs and goals. 

 

---------- 166/183 ---------- 

I love my church, I love my clergy, I love the individuals in my church and although I am still trying to be 
a better person and catholic by learning more about my faith, I feel blessed to have found All Saints 
Catholic Parish in Knoxville.  I hope the church understands some aspects of the faith can be adapted for 
the changing times yet still keeping the foundation and pillars of the faith. 

 

---------- 167/183 ---------- 

Pope Francis said it, so why are you having so much trouble listening? 

American Bishops are out of control, they are making their own decisions,  

they are the worst offenders. 

I do not listen to them as whole in the least. 

 

---------- 168/183 ---------- 

Dramatic outreach efforts to invite lapsed or inactive catholics back to full faith participation must be a 
top priority. 

 

Every Catholic needs to study about the Real Presence. Homilies & study groups, maybe even with a 
book/study book involved. 

 

Evangelizing our middle school Catholic students has to become much intense & effective. Improve their 
curriculum. 



 

---------- 169/183 ---------- 

All you need is love - we need to love everyone 

 

---------- 170/183 ---------- 

I abhor the tribalism that religion has become in our society. For that matter, I abhor what our society is 
becoming. I have come to believe that God and the Devil are fiction. That is not to say that good and evil 
don't exist. They do. I still believe in spirituality, but it is not dependent on an organized religion or 
hierarchy. I can't stand how a religion can be at once "pro life" yet anti human or unforgiving. The final 
straw for me was the clinical, drive-thru nature of the funeral service for my mother, a woman who was 
devout her whole life including the final, dementia/Alzheimers affected years of her life. She spent years 
devoted to serving her parish and Catholic Charities, yet the priest could not be bothered to learn 
anything about her and gave a bullshit homily at the funeral. There was plenty of infrastructure in place 
to make sure the service went off with out a hitch, but it was sterile and not spiritual or connected. The 
only thread that I have left connecting to the Church or any notion that there is a God or afterlife is the 
hope/wish that my parents, grandparents, father-in-law might be watching me over my family, hopefully 
with pride that we are trying our best. 

 

---------- 171/183 ---------- 

During Homilies, teach us the truths that Jesus preached .  Don't water it down.  Make it plain to us and 
our sinful world.   

 

Allocate more priestly formation time for better communication skills. 

 

---------- 172/183 ---------- 

Please keep politics out of the church.  The Church should focus on Christian teachings, people can make 
their own political decisions.  I don't want to hear any political figure called out in a homily, I don't want 
to be told I'm a sinner or I'm a "so-called Catholic" because I vote for a certain person or align with 
his/her agendas, and I certainly don't want to see my Bishop quoted in national news for his political 
tweets.  The Church needs to unify, not divide.  I'm not proud of the Catholic Church right now and am 
honestly struggling with the decision to stay or to convert to a more accepting, welcoming faith 
community. 

 

---------- 173/183 ---------- 



Thank you for asking! I love our church! I am very proud to be a Roman Catholic. One of the concerns I 
have is that when our young people reach out to the church, we make it difficult in some cases. For 
instance, my son who was raised Catholic and wanted to marry a young girl who had been married for a 
short period of time and divorced… She is a non-Catholic… wanted to get married in our church and 
were told she had to get an annulment. She was asked to pay $500 for this and to communicate with 
her ex-husband‘s family. Her former in-laws in writing. She was asked to give them forms to fill out and 
to return as part of this process.Therefore, because they didn’t have much money and she is not a 
Catholic, they were not able to get married in a church. I know at least three other couples who didn’t 
have to go through this process and they still received the sacrament of matrimony and got married in 
the Catholic Church. I respect what the church asks, but why do some people get certain privileges and 
others do not? I feel that we would have had two extra people in our community and grateful to be 
there if we would have just open the doors for them. 

 

---------- 174/183 ---------- 

The Catholic Church does not represent a political 

 ideology and should stay out of the business of siding with one group or the other. The Church's role is 
to teach the message of God and not water it down to suit a cultural group or political party. For 
example if a person promotes and enables abortion they should be told that this is morally 
reprehensible and not in line with the teachings of the church. This should be done publicly without 
naming the person, but letting them know that this is a grave sin. 

 

---------- 175/183 ---------- 

There can be some changes without sacrificing the core truths? 

 

---------- 176/183 ---------- 

So many in our church feel like the church must change with the times on such things as gay marriage, 
women in the priesthood, to name only 2 hot button issues.  People really are the same now as in 
Biblical times only circumstances and technology are different.  God does not change.   I fear for the 
Church if it strays from its teachings. 

I am also upset that we have been encouraged to take a covid vaccine that used cell lines derived from 
an aborted baby in the development process.  To me, that is ignoring the fact that a baby was murdered 
50 years ago.  We must wait for an ethically produced vaccine which is coming.  Also, in my opinion. The 
current vaccines are not effective. 

 

---------- 177/183 ---------- 

I wrote a small essay in 49. Please check there 



 

---------- 178/183 ---------- 

I wish he would allow the latin mass to continue. It is rich in tradition and keeps us in touch with our 
heritage. Sometimes it is just so nice to hear the chants and hymns and prayers...like it takes you back 
into a more reverent time....unlike when ushers are chatting and people not aware that it's God's special 
space we are entering.  

 I wish the pope would stand firm to the teachings of the church. Sometimes it sounds to political...I 
want him to be a shepherd and look for guidance. Please dont have a set of rules for us and ignore the 
disrespect political figures show the church. Sometimes it is embarrassing for people to think our 
leaders are good practicing catholics and that we all feel the same way. Respect life in all stages,  respect 
the laws of the church and the country. I love people wanting to come to our country, but it is difficult to 
see them with no respect for the country. I was taught to respect peoples homes, land and possessions 
and I have a difficult time with people breaking laws like with the border and crimes against people and 
no consequences. I like when the sermon tells people what is expected of them. Please be shepherds. 
People are hungry and want to do the right thing. If they don't here it in church, who is going to tell 
them. It is about eternity and where w e are going to spend it. 

 

---------- 179/183 ---------- 

I am really sad about the age of Confirmation being lowered to  5th grade in our parish.  I was born and 
raised in the Catholic Church here in Knoxville.  As long as I lived here, Confirmation was done in your 
junior year of high school.  It not only kept kids engaged in religious education for much longer, but we 
definitely had a better understanding of what Confirmation was.  I have four children, 3 of which are 
teenagers and no longer engage in church outside of Sunday mass.  Once they received confirmation, 
early, they no longer had any regular engagement in continued religious education.  Our children attend 
public school.  They attempted the weekly youth group/education when it started, but did not enjoy it 
and with kids they didn’t know, they never engaged and did not want to go.  Without the need for the 
weekly religious education class working towards their Confirmation anymore, there was no way to 
make them attend this weekly youth event that they did not enjoy.  Our kids as teenagers do not 
participate in any church/youth activities outside of weekly mass.  They have no interest or motivation 
to.  And we are just one of many families we know that this has happened with.  It’s very sad and, I 
believe, contributing to the loss of young people leaving the church or no longer practicing their faith. 

 

---------- 180/183 ---------- 

I do not believe the pulpit should become a political campaigning place.  This last election and since the 
election Father Alex and others  have used it for that reason.  It was very uncomfortable to hear Fr. Alex 
discuss abortion in the manor he did when young children were present at Mass.  I do not agree with 
what our president is doing, but Mass is not the place to share those views.  Some people walked out 
and I haven't seen them back at church since. 

 



---------- 181/183 ---------- 

The Church should be more involved in social justice and truly living as Jesus taught us.  Many people do, 
but there are many who don't seem to understand the concept. Many issues separate people--
immigration, right-to-life, vaccines etc.--in the church as well as in our country and the world. The 
Church should be more assertive in setting an example of how we should be caring for our world and 
each other. 

 

---------- 182/183 ---------- 

We are all God's people and sometimes the Church "Rules" don't make it seem that way.  I know there 
has to be discipline in your faith but sometimes I feel as though it has the affect of alienating persons, 
especially the younger folks, leading them to leave the Catholic Church. 

 

---------- 183/183 ---------- 

At times I feel that my faith is dying. There are so few young people/adults at mass. I am not sure if 
updating music or the way the church "feels" would help. Also I feel that I am not connected to many 
members of the church. No one spoke to me until I was pregnant. I was offered a group of mom's to join 
and be in community with. But over time, life got in the way and we parted and only see or talk to each 
other 6? times a year. I am not extroverted to find a connection, and I feel that more opportunities need 
to be offered to help people feel like one community. 

 

============================== 

50)  If you consider yourself a former Catholic, please tell us why/what happened?: 

 

---------- 1/34 ---------- 

N/A 

 

---------- 2/34 ---------- 

n/a 

 

---------- 3/34 ---------- 

I feel bullied by the priests. The thought of going back to church fills me with dread and anxiety.  Please 
don’t use your homilies to attack parishioners. Also, I get that you need to raise money, but that isn’t 
the whole purpose of the church. I feel like they just look at me as money and not a person, and treat 
me as less than because I don’t have a lot to give. I give what I can, but it was never good enough. I 



stopped going. Also, Pope Francis saying that I am selfish for having pets instead of children is really 
hurtful too. Seriously, do you not understand that being hurtful is wrong? Maybe you all need to go back 
to kindergarten. Do you not understand that people have different circumstances? What is wrong with 
you? Why do you feel so superior that you have any right to judge and condemn? I’m 41, divorced with 
no children. Apparently there’s no place for me in the church. I get mocked by the priest, in a place that I 
really thought was about God’s love. If you are a single woman the priest thinks it’s ok to mock and 
attack you. He wouldn’t dare do that to someone with a man. Because only a cowardly, childish bully 
does things like that. Are you that weak and pathetic that knocking someone down makes you feel good 
about yourself? 

 

---------- 4/34 ---------- 

I returned after 15 years. "Feel good" catholicism, no challenge for spiritual growth. Teachings of Church 
disconnected with practices of Church, e.g. Confession imporant (one time a week), real presence (no 
reverence). 

 

Need to focus on parents for children's formation, if parent's don't live the faith then Sunday school is a 
waste. For example, shown the rosary put never prayed it (sure I saw the instructions), was shown an 
empty monstrance (never experienced eucharistic adoration). 

 

---------- 5/34 ---------- 

The handling of the sex abuse was awful and continues to be. Our leaders are extravagant and waste our 
money. They took PPP money from COVID for what? How is this money being spent? I think all finances 
should be public and reported.  

 

You have broken my trust. 

 

 I am leery of the leadership, but amazingly still am unshakable in my belief in God’s goodness. God 
needs to get rid of the bad apples and start anew. Rebuild the trust. 

 

---------- 6/34 ---------- 

Yo soy catolica pero algunos, y muchos de mi familia no le sienten ese sabor a la celebracion; homilia o 
la misa entera debe 

Tener una explicion del contenido cosa que muchos no lo saben y ASÍ los oyentes  

entender el porqué. 



 

---------- 7/34 ---------- 

The church left me and embraced the those who love evil.  The ones the church left me for had no 
intention of changing their ways.  They mocked the church.  They hated the church but the church bent 
and changed to make themselves more appealing to the evil doers.  I still believe in God.  I still believe in 
right and wrong.  I know my sins and I know what my sins are.  I know that I can be forgiven.  If the 
church told me directly to my face I was a sinner and what I did was sinful I would agree.  If they told me 
there was a way to overcome sin I would listen.  The church gave up on that mission when this new 
Pope came into office.  I  gave up on the church when the leadership decided to embrace those who 
commit evil acts over the very ones in their care who were crying out for help, support, and guidance.  
Why is this survey asking me if I agree with church doctrine?  YOU ARE HEAR TO TEACH ME DOCTRINE.  
Not ask me if I agree with it.  

 

So go chase the LBGQRSTUVWXYS community.  Go chase and make nice with abortionist.  Go get cozy 
and tell the leftist, communist politicians what "Good Catholics" they are.  Go tell pet adopters that they 
are sinners for not adopting babies.  Just don't cry when you pews are empty and coffers are dry and 
you are mocked and persecuted by the very swine you are bowing down to today. 

 

---------- 8/34 ---------- 

This question does not apply to me. 

 

---------- 9/34 ---------- 

I dropped out of the church for about 20 years, but never once did I ever consider joining another 
church.  When my non-Catholic friends would invite me to worship with them I would politely tell them 
"thank you for the invitation but I am a Roman Catholic."  I left because I felt like a 2nd class citizen 
because I was a woman.  Women could clean the altar, but not participate in the liturgy at the 
altar...and yes, I did notice the passages in the New Testament about the  women deacons.  Then when 
the all the news started to hit the airwaves about clerical abuse and the cover up I felt so damn angry.  I 
taught in Catholic schools for years, and never once did I know of a male or female lay teacher who 
abused a child. Those 20 years when I'd dropped out were during my 40's and 50's and that was a time 
in my life when I was trying to sort out all kinds of things in my life.   I felt like the last thing I needed was 
to go to a church where you could not fully participate if you were not a male, even though not some 
small number of males wearing clerical collars were wreaking havoc.  But time heals.  One day a friend 
invited me to Scripture Study, and when I walked back into the Catholic Faith community I knew I'd 
come home.  I still get mad about things, but I know that I want to grow beyond the anger, I want to be 
faithful to this sometimes very messy Roman Catholic Church where I have found true joy and the Holy 
Spirit. 

 



---------- 10/34 ---------- 

For the reasons stated above I have questioned the Catholic Church as an institution. From sexual abuse 
(virtually in every country in the World) to its inflexible and uncompromising position on political 
matters that do not pertain to the teaching rol of the Church, I find myself unable to follow or support 
the Catholic Church as an institution. My current position is not the results of a mid-life crisis or even a 
crisis in the faith, it simply reflects the fact that my current values and ideology simply cannot be 
reconciled with that of the Catholic Church or its leaders. Please understand that I was a Catholic by 
tradition and educated by the Jesuit schools system. Therefore, the fact that individuals like me can no 
longer align themselves with the teachings of the institution should be a subject of reflection for the 
church itself. 

 

---------- 11/34 ---------- 

The Church must quickly evolve to attract young people to the faith and worship.  It should discover 
what young people pursue in the form of worship and consider embracing what is good.   I have two 
children who my wife and I raise in the Catholic Church.   Both love Jesus immensely.  One has left the 
church for the song and secular realism; one only experiences the faith when home for the holidays. 

 

---------- 12/34 ---------- 

I married at 19 and he was Lutheran. He refused to attend Mass and I wanted a church we could attend 
together as a family. I became Lutheran. I divorced after 25 years of marriage. I am now married to a 
man who is Catholic and I have returned to the Catholic Church. Of course the whole process of 
annulment stinks and should be eliminated. 

 

---------- 13/34 ---------- 

The church is just messed up in most aspects. Gods a murderer and a hypocrite and everything is sinful. 

 

---------- 14/34 ---------- 

Not a former Catholic. 

 

---------- 15/34 ---------- 

I consider myself a Catholic, NOT a former Catholic.  But I will be a former Catholic if the Bishops say that 
I cannot be a Catholic if I support a woman's right to choose, and/or I cannot receive communion if I 
support that right. 

 



---------- 16/34 ---------- 

Always Catholic 

 

---------- 17/34 ---------- 

The American Bishops are making it harder every day to consider myself Catholic. 

They alone are causing the most damage. 

I cannot fault anyone who chooses to leave the church as long  

as the American Bishops continue unchallenged. 

 

---------- 18/34 ---------- 

i am a life-long and joyful Catholic. 

 

---------- 19/34 ---------- 

Estuve separada de la iglesia durante varios años a consecuencia del despecho cuando el primer obispo 
se vio que habia cometido actos indecentes. Para mi fue como una gran farsa. Cuando se publico hace 
unos años el extenso abuso sexual que habia ocurrido en 50 años en Estados Unidos por causa de 
sacerdotes, estuve a punto de salir corriendo de nuevo.  Algunas parroquias como St Thomas  
reaccionaron rapidamente con platicas y la lectura de un libro me ayudo enormemente. Muy 
decepcionada con mi propia parroquia, porque cuando me acerque a un diacono para que hicieran 
alguna platica tambien, me dijo que no lo veia necesario ni conveniente. 

 

---------- 20/34 ---------- 

Many left due to the priest sex abuse scandals.  The church massively down plays this.  The churches 
cowardliness about this has had terrible impact on our church world wide.  The demise of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland and all around the world is a gift to Satin of the Churches' own making.  Even one of 
my favorites, Bishop Barron doesn't have the back bone to properly address this.  A thousand years ago 
the decision to forbid priests from being married and acknowledge their vows was necessary in that era.  
We live in a different time and the churches refusal to provide real moral and humane leadership on 
human sexuality is another catastrophic failing of church.  Hint, when a celibate man who is 
representing the Catholic Church talks about healthy and moral human sexuality he has NO credibility.    

     The solutions; A 100 year prayer said at every Mass specifically designated as being a prayer for 
forgiveness and guidance from God which acknowledges the pain and suffering of the Churches victims.  
Allow Priests to be married and figure out the logistics of changing the vows. 

 



---------- 21/34 ---------- 

Even though I have never considered myself anything but Catholic, I did not attend regular Mass for 
about 13 years after I married my husband, who was raised Methodist and as an adult joined a local 
Presbyterian church.   

When we were engaged to be married, we had a very difficult time finding a priest who would marry us 
unless my husband converted to Catholicism.  The attitudes we encountered broke my heart, and then it 
made me angry that my own religion could be so callous towards the man I loved so much.  The wedding 
was Catholic, but I vowed privately to never set foot in the church again.  For 13 years I attended the 
Presbyterian church faithfully with my husband, was active in all the programs, even though I never 
physically joined.  I even told other parishioners  that I could never think of myself as anything but 
Catholic.  Still, I grew to hate going to the Presbyterian service, and eventually found myself “sneaking” 
in to the daily Masses near my home.  I eventually had to tell my husband what I was doing, and 
thankfully he was very supportive.   

I am now a devout practicing Catholic, but my husband does not attend Mass with me.  He has been 
okay with us raising our son Catholic, and our son has received the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion.  But my son no longer wants to go to Mass with me, so I attend alone.  I will not put any 
demands on my husband and son to embrace Catholicism, because my husband has so freely allowed 
me to follow my Faith.  But I hope someday we can all worship together. 

 

---------- 22/34 ---------- 

All is in the above comments.  My husband is non-Catholic but was willing to file for annulment but had 
zero help navigating the process.  I was unmarried at 48 & have no doubt this was Gods hand putting us 
together.  But I felt betrayed by the church when the annulment was denied. 

 

---------- 23/34 ---------- 

Don't know how to explain.  I have always been and thought of myself as Catholic.  There were many 
years I did not attend Mass, I never stopped praying or believing so don't know if counts as leaving and 
coming back.  I do go to mass about once a month online, some of that is COVID related. Still don't go to 
confession, I like to think God forgives if you ask.  So I guess still mulling things over :)  I do have faith in 
God and Jesus. 

 

---------- 24/34 ---------- 

I was originally Jewish in Portugal. 

 

---------- 25/34 ---------- 

By the grace of God, I hang on. But it’s a challenge almost every day. It’s a painful, painful place to be. 



 

---------- 26/34 ---------- 

I have remained Catholic through the sexual abuse crisis because I regard the Eucharist as being the 
body and blood of Christ. I do know other cradle Catholics that have left the church because they were 
so disheartened by the sexual abuse crisis and the church's handling of the situation. 

Pope Francis didn't help any when he allowed McCarrick to come out of the retirement that Pope 
Benedict had told McCarrick to observe. 

 

---------- 27/34 ---------- 

I am a revert - I left not because of theology or doctrine- but because of a lack of pastoral  care. 

 

---------- 28/34 ---------- 

I have never been a former Catholic 

 

---------- 29/34 ---------- 

I have one foot out of the Catholic Church. I have not attended Mass at a Catholic Church in over two 
years, but have been attending an Anglican Church and am leaning toward joining. What happened to 
me was the sudden realization (in light of the McCarrick scandal, the PA District Attorney Report and 
many subsequent stories of horrific abuse) that the Roman Catholic Church is irredeemably corrupt, 
from the Vatican all the way down to each diocese. I love the Catholic faith; I admire the faith and 
sincerity of many Catholics, especially priests and deacons and sisters; but I despise the institution of the 
Church. The scandals have wrecked my faith in it. And the actions of Bishop Stika, especially with regard 
to the corrupt seminarian he is sheltering/protecting, is a scandal in the making. WHEN - not if - Stika 
ordains this young man and WHEN - not if - he sexually assaults another person (God forbid a child), 
there will be HELL to pay, and the diocese will be sued for millions. He will tarnish the name of this 
diocese, he will lead this diocese into bankruptcy, and he will turn many away from God.  

 

For the love of God, he needs to go. 

 

---------- 30/34 ---------- 

N/A.  

I completed RCIA at All Saints Catholic Parish but I have been raised Catholic. 

 



---------- 31/34 ---------- 

N/A, by the grace of God. 

 

---------- 32/34 ---------- 

See number 49. 

 

---------- 33/34 ---------- 

I am a practicing Catholic and consider myself as such. 

 

---------- 34/34 ---------- 

I was a young and didn't want the obligation of church and did not get confirmed.  It was later in life that 
I realized how truly important it is and got confirmed. 


