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Who We Are & What We Teach - It was shared that many people in the pews every Sunday do not believe in the real 
presence of the Eucharist. This is obviously a big problem. This indicates a catechetical need in the Church to explain our 
core belief(s). It creates an awareness that there is a need for ongoing adult Faith Formation with curated content and the 
ability to direct people that want to learn where to go.  

 Furthermore, there were many comments that there should be a discernible difference in a doctrine we believe, 
such as how divorce is handled or acting on homosexual tendencies, and how we treat the people who are 
divorced or in the LGBTQ+ community. For example, it was stated in a listening session that people expect the 
Church to know & uphold doctrine. However, many survey responses indicated the Church’s position on LGBTQ+ 
matters was a difficult teaching and they did not agree with the Church.  

 The LGBTQ+ community and how they are welcomed in the Church is an area of particular awareness for young 
people. With many in their generation and in the Church in general we see the need to maintain the high standard 
of doctrine, moral teaching, etc., but balance the delivery with increased charity by meeting people where they 
are. In essence, regardless of a teaching, judgment should not come from individuals to one another.  

 From the survey, we do see a shift in people’s beliefs in regards to contraception, IVF, women deacons, and other 
hot button issues. One note that struck us was people were often unsure; despite the survey's complicated 
language, this again shows the need for ongoing catechesis.  

Journeying Companions & Listening - The Church has programs for those who come to us, but is not effective in going 
out to the community and finding our neighbors. Likewise, many people may attend Mass but do not participate in parish 
activities or their Catholic life otherwise. It was particularly encouraged that we find ways to engage youth & young adults.  

 Within this line of thought, it was expressed that people did not feel like they had a voice or access to the 
hierarchy in our own Diocese.  

 There were also many statements that the survey itself was exclusive because of its length and complexity of 
language. It also felt alienating to groups such as people with disabilities.  

 A group in particular need of accompaniment is those seeking an annulment. The process is seen as confusing. 
How are we reaching out and working with divorced Catholics to allow them to still embrace & live their faith in 
this process?  

 As stated above it was also prevalent in survey comments & listening sessions that the Church can do better in 
how we welcome people in the LGBTQ+ community, minorities, as well as broadly just welcoming people we may 
not agree with over issues & politics.  

 Although this opportunity was wonderful to share thoughts, many wondered what would come of their 
participation. People noted they would like ongoing opportunities for their voices to be heard.  

 Listening sessions in our parish created an abundance of fruit as people used the opportunity to share areas the 
parish can grow & improve. It has led to committees being formed, the Parish Council being recreated, ideas for 
ministries, more open communication, a revamped approach to welcoming newcomers to our parish, etc. 

Politics from Priests - Many shared that it is not appropriate for priests to share as openly as they are about politics. It 
was seen that this overstepping of political influence comes from the Bishop down through priests & deacons. Most of all, 
it was shared that a priest's personal political beliefs were not appropriate for a homily and should be excluded from Mass. 
Politics in the church lose sight of the big picture of kindness, love, welcoming, & the support for which the Church stands. 
Empowering the Laity - While not labeled necessarily as clericalism, there was a general sense that lay people should 
be empowered to serve and use their gifts within the Church. Lay people should be educated on their co-responsibility for 
the Mission of the Church.  
Ecumenical Outreach – As a Church we could be more opening and welcoming to people from other faith traditions. An 
opportunity is presented for this ministry especially with interfaith couples. 

 Need to communicate ecumenical programs in our community such as ecumenical lunches, services. 
 We could also partner more within our Diocese with other parishes to share resources. 
 Another avenue for working with other Christian denominations is within our community organizations that fight for 

social justice such as Justice Knox, KARM, ACT, KITA, pro-life groups, and Compassion Coalition. 
Hot Button Issues –  Survey questions gave a wide array of responses on hot button issues such as abortion, the LGBTQ+ 
community, etc. For example, some prevalent themes in regard to abortion or pro-life teaching were people’s belief that 
exceptions should be made in terms of rape, incest or the health of the mother. Another common concern was caring for 
mothers and babies after they were born and not only being concerned with the unborn. 

 In contrast, listening sessions did not bring about as many comments on hot button issues. Instead, facilitators saw 
people share with openness and listen to one another without judgment. It presented an opportunity for parishioners 
to see and hear that while we share a faith, we may have differing opinions. 

Opportunities to Grow – While the survey & listening sessions may have shown areas in which we do not understand, 
agree with, or support the teaching of the Church, our biggest takeaway was a renewed desire to work together to solve 
those problems that were presented and reach our community with the Mission of the Church. 


