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I really appreciate every one of your notes of encouragement.  We have a great team.  We have
the most generous, fervent, and participative parishioners I know. I thank God that he has called
me to serve as your pastor.

I am writing to you about parish finances. I will tell you where we are and what I ask you to do.

I know everyone is feeling the consequences of ongoing and constantly changing health and 
economic realities. I trust each of you to seek God to show you the best way for you to support 
your parish.

After three weeks of suspended weekend masses we have received a little under 50% of our 
budgeted income. I’m not sure how this compares to other parishes. I’m sure some are doing 
much worse and I suspect some are doing better, especially parishes with higher percentages 
of electronic giving.

We do not know how long it will be until public masses are resumed. I think it is more likely 
months and not weeks. That is the reality for which we need to plan.

We are already keeping operational expenses to the minimum required to keep serving you in 
the best ways we can. But by far the greatest percentage of the parish budget is salaries. We 
are committed to paying everyone through the end of this week. Obviously we cannot continue 
to pay all of our salaried workers full time indefinitely. Our first commitment is to maintain 
everyone’s health insurance. Our next commitment is to maintain essential parish services. 
Then we need to ask God for wisdom to balance doing the right thing for our employees with a 
calculation of how much of our modest savings we can afford to commit.

If you have not yet done so I ask you to sign up for electronic giving. Please. We need more 
parishioners to do this.  In the best of times electronic giving is a tremendous blessing for sound
parish financial planning. These are not the best of times. In these times it becomes even more 
urgent to do so. Engaging more of our parishioners in electronic giving gives us the best 
financial picture to navigate the decisions that we will soon be forced to make.

That is the main point of this edition of The Pastor’s Heart. Please sign up for electronic giving. 
If we can significantly increase the percentage of parishioners committed to electronic giving 
then we will best be prepared to wisely plan for our future together.

Simple instructions to sign up for electronic giving are available on our parish website linked 
here> https://www.holyfamilynovi.org/ After you have signed up it is easy to change at any time. 
Let me know if you need some help or have some questions; I will get the help you need.

If you cannot do this then please continue to send in your weekly or monthly contributions. 
While we greatly appreciate those who are dropping off contributions at the parish office, in 
order to stay home and stay safe, please consider using the US mail.

The parishioners of Holy Family have consistently astonished me in your generous contributions
to CSA, Changing Lives Together, and to our yearly Offertory Giving pledge renewals. I am 
confident we can not only survive but become more effective Catholic Missionary Disciples 
during these challenging times.

https://www.holyfamilynovi.org/


There is something else I want to share with you. Last Wednesday Fr. Jim responded to a 
parishioner’s request for an anointing of the sick in an area nursing home. Fr. Jim wore a mask 
and full protective gear. He did not touch the person but anointed them (as Archbishop Vigneron
has directed) with a disposable cotton ball. He was there for about ten minutes. On Friday Fr. 
Jim was notified, subsequent to the anointing, that the person tested positive for COVID 19.  
Since that time Fr. Jim has self-isolated for 14 days in the rectory. He feels healthy and normal. 
He has no symptoms. Deacon David and I can help him with anything that he needs.  We are 
sanitizing the house constantly. You are in Fr. Jim’s prayers and I commend him to yours.  We 
will alert you to any relevant changes.

One last thing. I have always found that listening to praise and worship music when I am 
exercising, going for walks, driving in the car or doing just about anything a tremendously 
effective way to connect to the Lord. Over the years I have developed a very good playlist of 
excellent songs, many of which we regularly sing in church.  It is an Apple Music playlist. If you 
are on Apple Music I know that you listen to everything. I am not sure about others.  If you 
would like me to forward you the playlist, I would be happy to do so. frbob@hfnovi.com 

Stay safe. Keep praying

Fr. Bob
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