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Jesus Christ is risen from the Dead! Alleluia!!   Just like he said he would! Alleluia!! Alleluia!!!

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for 
us.” (Romans 8:18) The resurrection of Jesus is a down payment on the hope we have of living in his glorious 
presence forever. The apostle Paul considered his own sufferings to be ‘as nothing’ compared to (his 
sufferings were not nothing on their own, he was stoned, beaten, left for dead, slandered, mistreated), as 
nothing compared to the hope that lies before us.

I pray that, as we now enter a new 50 days of celebrating the resurrection, even in the sufferings of this 
present time, you are finding hope and consolation.

Much has happened in the 10 days since I sent you the last edition of the Pastor’s Heart.  I hope you were able
to join us for some, if not all of, the celebrations of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. I consistently 
experience these days as the high points of the liturgical year. The mysteries we behold are the greatest 
wonders the world has ever seen. We are changed by them.

I am really proud of our live streaming team. They are working hard and perfecting their craft. During Holy 
Week we were having problems with the Wi-Fi connection going down; we would have to wait until it came 
back up. We know other churches were having the same problem. So we made an improvement on the system
the professionals installed. We figured out how to hardwire the Wi-Fi connection. It hasn’t gone down since. 
With God’s grace we can now broadcast without interruption. 

Churches, along with everyone else, is taking a financial beating in this time of quarantine, cutbacks, and 
layoffs. Before Holy Week I made an appeal to the parish to sustain, as much as possible, the contributions we
need to run the parish. The two subsequent collections were simply astounding. The collections for both Holy 
Week and Easter were above our weekly annual collections. I believe some were getting caught up. And 
Easter is traditionally above an average Sunday.  It is still amazing. There is a danger, some would say, in 
telling you this good news, that it would be easy to say that the parish is doing fine and we don’t have to worry 
any more. That is not case. We have cut staff salaries by 60%.  The remaining 40% will be covered, until the 
end of May, with new government aid programs; this is your tax dollars at work. We are cutting costs. We are 
planning for this to last for a longer time, not a shorter time. Hear me, Holy Family.  Thank you. Your parish 
staff (the best I know of anywhere) thanks you. We want to keep serving. You make it happen. Sign up for 
online giving if you have not already done so. Keep your contributions faithfully coming. I am so encouraged to 
be your pastor.

The chapel continues to be open from 10am to 3pm Monday through Friday. We probably average less than a 
dozen visitors a day. I am glad that the church is open for those who need it. I am glad that the volume of 
people coming does not discourage us from keeping the church open.

We continue to have confessions on Saturday at 9 am. We have done so every week. We have confession 
available for those who, as Archbishop Vigneron has described it, are in ‘dire’ or serious circumstances, who 
perhaps have not been to confession in a long time. I am glad that confession is open and available. I am also 
glad that these special circumstances are being honored. These are times that the Lord is teaching us that 
deep communion is not always sacramental, and that cleansing and healing forgiveness is available twenty 
four hours a day.

Fr. Jim and I are comforting the bereaved as best we can. We provide anointing for the dying when 
accessibility is granted. We pray over the phone with families. I face timed the last rites and I believe the dying 
friend saw my face and heard my voice. I did two graveside services this week, one in the howling Monday 
wind, and today in the falling April snow. Pray for families who suffer terrible grief without the normal supports 
of family and church.



We are finding ways to reach out and support one another. We will soon be completing calls to almost 400 
parishioners over 75 to talk, to pray, see how they are doing and if they need help. Leaders are calling ministry 
teams and small groups. If you are alone, if you need help, or know of someone who does, let me know 
(frbob@hfnovi.com). If I don’t call myself then I will make sure someone does.

Our website is updated with encouraging things. We are developing a Facebook page. We are starting to post 
on our website personal stories of what these times are like and what God is doing. Send me stories and 
testimonies.

We are all inspired by the talent and faith or our music minister Santiago Fernandez. He really wants to 
encourage us in the Lord. He sent me this today. I think this is a fabulous idea. 

Hello, dear Holy Family parishioners!  It's been a while since I last saw you at Mass and I want to continue to 
serve and accompany you through my ministry of music and prayer.  Therefore, I cordially invite you to join me
next Tuesday, April 21 at 7pm for an hour of Praise & Worship which will be transmitted live via our Holy 
Family YouTube channel (just do what you normally do to follow our Mass live-streams).  I hope you can join 
me.  Be blessed, stay strong in your faith and keep on singing!

So, let’s join him.  Let’s praise and worship the Lord together this coming Tuesday evening.

Lastly, understanding what the Lord is doing in these times is a constant prayer. Dr. Mary Healy was with us 
for three days last year for our Healing Mission. She is on the Pontifical Biblical Commission and an 
internationally renowned scholar. Deacon Bob Ervin sent me this article. It is worth your attention. Search for 
‘Mary Healy on Is the Coronavirus Pandemic a Judgment from God.’ Tell me what you think.

I am really looking forward to seeing your face again soon. Until then may Jesus draw us more deeply together
into the heart of the Father.

Fr. Bob
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