
The Pastor’s Heart Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter

5-12-20

Brothers and Sisters:

Grace and Peace to you in our Risen Lord Jesus.

WOW! How quickly things can change. It feels like only a short time ago the cancellation of public masses came like 
an unexpected thunderbolt. To tell you the truth, I was stunned to hear yesterday that public masses in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit can resume next Tuesday May 19. Sunday masses can resume with the Feast of the 
Ascension on May 24. All parishes must resume public masses by Friday May 29.

Holy Family plans to resume public masses on the dates that Archbishop Vigneron has allowed. Now all we have to
do is figure out how to do this. This has now become our new focus of attention. How can we do this correctly, 
safely, and peacefully? 

This letter will not answer all your questions. This is the start of a conversation.

If you have not seen it, go to our parish website (holyfamilynovi.org) and read today’s letter from Archbishop 
Vigneron. This will let you know what I know. It has a lot of information. It is important to read.

We will open our doors for 9am daily mass starting Tuesday May 19.

We will open our doors for the Feast of the Ascension on Saturday May 23 6:30 (Spanish) and Sunday May 24 10:30
(English). We will continue to Livestream all our weekday and weekend masses. We are not planning to add masses
at this point to this weekly schedule. I am not sure that we can adequately clean and sanitize the church between 
masses on the same day.

We will repeat many times the necessary precautions. Everyone must wear masks. Everyone must sanitize their 
hands when they enter. Social distancing will be strictly enforced. Those with vulnerable pre-existing conditions, or 
those experiencing symptoms of illness, should stay home. The maximum allowed attendance is 25% of capacity. 
Our church holds approximately 900.  We will close the church if we get 200 people. We have a direct feed of mass 
to the large screen in the Activities Center and will set up there to receive overflow. Distribution of Holy Communion 
will take longer because of social distancing precautions and the desire to limit Eucharistic Ministers.

With your patience and your prayers, we will figure this out. It will certainly be different from what we are used to. 

I am aware of a roller coaster of emotions over this. I know some of you are jumping up and down and rejoicing 
because you can finally receive the Eucharist. I know that some of you are terrified of the risks of coming to mass 
again even with all the necessary precautions. Be assured. There is no obligation to attend Sunday mass until at 
least Labor Day (and, if I had to guess, it will then be extended).  We have room for many different responses. We 
can all proceed at a pace with which we feel comfortable.

We will need additional volunteers for some of these things. We will need additional ushers to monitor and direct 
crowd flow.  We may need some crews to clean the church. If you want to volunteer then please let me know.

I am very proud of the parish life together we have maintained in these most exceptional times. Live streaming 
participation continues to be very encouraging. We are continuing many leadership team, small group and 
intercession team virtual meetings. Your financial generosity continues to be extraordinary. In both organized and 
informal ways we are keeping in touch with one another. There is a palpable desire to be with one another again. 
The Lord will lead us and we, with the prayers and encouragement of one another, will follow.

That is the news for today.

Come Holy Spirit.

Fr. Bob


