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Holy Family. I miss you. I may not see you but I think of you and pray for you all the time. We are approaching the last 
days of the Easter Season and the readings and prayers prepare us for a greater anticipation of and receptivity to the 
Holy Spirit. We always need more of the Holy Spirit. These days we need more of the Holy Spirit more than ever before.

The big news now is that we have started public masses. It has been a great joy to see the looks on the faces of brothers 
and sisters (even with a mask you can tell the difference between a smile and a frown) as they come back to church after 
over eight weeks of no public masses. I am regularly inspired by the looks of love and devotion on the faces of the faithful 
as they receive the Holy Eucharist, but this week there is something new, something deeper. I think the longing we have 
for the Lord is something that pleases him greatly.

So how has it been going? We have been proceeding slowly and cautiously. We are learning a new way of being 
together. Wearing masks is different. Not singing will take some getting used to. Not hugging each other and standing 
around talking to each other is against our instincts and culture. But these are all the right things to do. How many people 
have been coming to mass? Most of the masses this week have been around 25 people. Today, Friday, we had a few 
more. This is fewer people than we would have expected to attend daily mass before the coronavirus. I am pleased that 
people are finding their own personal comfort zones in returning to mass.

The next big step is weekend masses. Some parishes are not starting masses until Pentecost Weekend (May 30/31). 
Some are starting this weekend with their full regular schedule of weekend masses. We are taking a middle road. We will 
begin with one Spanish mass Saturday evening and one Sunday English mass at 10:30. Because we want to err on the 
side of caution we will conservatively limit attendance in the church to 200, although I believe 25% of capacity could allow 
a few more. We have prepared the Activities Center (gym) for an overflow crowd of 80. Chairs are spaced six feet apart. 
The mass in the church is live streamed to the big screen in the gym; the audio and the video are excellent. Will more 
than 280 people come to church? If they do, we will invite them to watch mass in their cars and we will bring communion 
to the parking lot. We have a plan for that. At this point we will not bring communion to the parking lot if there are still 
spaces available in the church and Activities Center. We are
trying to keep this first weekend as simple as possible.

The Invitational Church Team will have members greeting you in your cars as you enter the parking lot just past the 
Christian Service entrance. They will be counting the number of people in your car. If we reach 200 people, they will direct
the next 80 people to the Activities Center. If we reach capacity there, then they will give you an invitation to watch mass 
in your car in the parking lot and give you instructions for the distribution of Holy Communion. This way everyone will 
know as they enter the
parking lot where to go.

Will everything work perfectly? Of course not. Will our experience help us to learn to be smarter and safer? Certainly. The 
church and the Activities Center are clearly marked for appropriate social distancing. If you are not wearing a mask then 
you will not be able to enter the church. Ushers will oversee crowd flow and the distribution of Holy Communion.

Who should come to church? It is easier to say who should not come to Church. You should not come to church if you are
sick in any way or experiencing any of the symptoms of the coronavirus, of if you are caring for a person that is. You 
should not come to mass if you are experiencing any of the underlying conditions that make you more vulnerable to 
getting sick. Those over 65 should be especially cautious. I encourage you not to come to mass if you are uncertain or 
afraid of these new realities. I strongly urge no one to come to mass because they would feel guilty if they did not go. It is 
OK. We can take our time. God is not in a hurry. What fits for some will not fit everyone. I believe God will give you peace 
if it is the right thing for you to do. If you are not peaceful, then I do not think it is the right time for you to come. We will 
continue to be live streaming all of our masses. God will show us the way.

We have a preparation video on returning to mass on our parish website that is instructional and fun to watch. We are 
regularly thoroughly cleaning and sanitizing the church. Our blowers will be on and our windows open for maximum 
ventilation. We have prayed hard and worked hard to get this right. We are ready to welcome you back to church.

Come Holy Spirit.

Fr. Bob


