
The Pastor’s Heart
Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Brothers and Sisters

Bless the Lord! We have many things for which to be thankful. I see many signs of 
encouragement throughout our parish life together. We are learning new ways of 
communicating with one another. We are reaching out. We are building up. Small groups and 
leadership teams are staying connected. God is purifying us and making us stronger. I know 
that there is a restlessness and a deep spiritual hunger for the sacraments and to be back 
together, but, in the meantime, there is a deepening hunger for the Lord himself. And he does 
not disappoint.

And spring is here. Last time I wrote it was snowing. April snow was challenging. Now there are 
flowers and budding trees and the smell of cut grass. Bless the Lord!

As we announced yesterday at mass, this time of year is also a time of change for archdiocesan
priest assignments. And we have some big changes for Holy Family. Fr. Jim Houbeck has been 
a tremendous blessing to Holy Family for three years. At the time of his assignment we knew he
would likely be here for three years; associate assignments are sometimes less but rarely more 
than three years. But that does not make it any easier to say goodbye. He has been assigned to
St. Anastasia Parish in Troy. His new assignment starts July 1. We still have almost two months
together. Fr. Jim loves being a priest. He is a very hard worker. His faith and his pastoral care 
have been a blessing to the whole parish, but especially to our Spanish speaking brothers and 
sisters and to our high school youth group. Shortly after his arrival Fr. Jim gladly accepted the 
additional responsibilities of being our Youth Director, and he has poured his heart and his 
energy into serving our high school youth. They love him and will greatly miss him. As the 
conditions of our gradual release from lockdown becomes clearer, we will plan the best 
celebration and appreciation party for Fr. Jim that we can. Pray for him. He is going to miss you.

So what can I tell you about the new guy? Not much.  What I do know appears very promising. 
It is a new type of assignment for Holy Family. Fr. Clifford Hennings (go ahead – do an internet 
search – you will see a few videos) is a Franciscan priest serving in the Cincinnati area, and has
been ordained about four years. He will live with his Franciscan brothers at their house in 
Southfield at Transfiguration Parish. But his full time assignment will be as the new associate 
pastor for Holy Family. I am not bothered at all by the fact that he will not be living ‘in’ the parish.
I think living a rich and supportive home life with his brothers priests and religious can be a 
tremendous support for serving as a parish priest. We have talked on the phone. Both Fr. 
Clifford and his Franciscan superior are very excited about his assignment to Holy Family. We 
have always been a very supportive environment for priests and seminarians, but Holy Family is
also a great place to learn about a new evangelization and Unleashing the Gospel. Pray for Fr. 
Clifford. I asked him to send us a ‘get to know Fr. Clifford’ short video we can play at the 
masses this weekend.

We have one more assignment change. Deacon David Pellican (soon to be Fr. David) has also 
been a tremendous blessing to Holy Family.  He has lived at the house and served us through 
the last two summers and on weekends. Deacon David is talented, highly engaging, and 
constantly taking initiative to support and to serve. He often served as a deacon for three or four
masses a weekend (that has to be some kind of transitional deacon record). He endeared 
himself to our Spanish speaking brothers and sisters as he dove into learning Spanish (entirely 



on his own initiative). He will be a great priest. And we will miss him.  I will miss him. Pray for 
Deacon David.

Two weeks ago we tried something new. Santiago led us in an hour of praise and worship and 
inspiration. Parishioners loved it. It was a big hit. Some said ‘let’s do this every week.’ That 
would be difficult. But we knew we would certainly do it again. On Tuesday May 12 (one week 
from tomorrow) at 7pm we will have another praise and worship event. We anticipate another 
event around the time of Pentecost (May 31). Being in God’s presence is a tremendous 
consolation during these times of exile.  Praise and worship is a great wear to experience God’s
presence.  Mark your calendars. Invite a friend.

I have to mightily thank you for your generous and sacrificial financial support for Holy Family. 
Our on-line giving is approaching 50% of our budgeted income. With a little bit more 
participation we can break the 50% mark. We can get there. We have more than doubled our 
on-line giving since the lockdown. This is tremendous. Also fabulous is our regular envelope 
participation. In the first two weeks of cancelled masses our offertory collection was significantly 
down. Since then it is startling close to normal. WOW. Thank you. This is a sign to me of your 
faith and trust in God. It is inspiring. Please. Don’t stop now. We can sustain this. This is 
especially important as more families will be hit hard by the shrinking economy and growing 
unemployment. God is never outdone in generosity.

Here are some of the other things that we are working on. We are developing a Special 
Teaching Series that will address some of the special challenges and opportunities of living in 
these times. We are developing our team to discover the serious financial needs of our 
parishioners.  If you know someone in serious need then let me know. When we have a better 
of idea of these needs, and they will be accelerating as unemployment worsens, then we will 
solicit your contributions. Your parish staff is working hard. It is surprising how much you can do 
staying at home. We are developing an exciting Communications Team that is tasked with 
improving our live-streaming capabilities, social media presence, Facebook pages, and parish 
website. Since many normal parish activities have stopped, we are investing more in these 
areas that will only be more important in the future.

Thank you for your prayers and your constant words of encouragement. I miss you. I look 
forward to being together more in the future. I have no idea when or how that will develop. I 
suspect it will be slower than we hope. Meanwhile we trust God. We focus on the positive things
we can do now. That will only hasten and deepen our life together in the future.

God wants to be more for you. You need him to be more for you. I need him to be more for me. 
There is nothing better for which we can hope.

Fr. Bob


