
The Pastor’s Heart Friday June 5, 2020

Brothers and Sisters:

Grace and Peace to you in Jesus our Lord.

Wow! We have made it all the way through Lent and through the entire Easter Season. We have celebrated 
the feast of Pentecost where we initiated eight catechumens and six candidates. It is summertime. What does 
the Lord have for us now?

More life in the Holy Spirit. There is surprisingly a lot going on.

Tomorrow, Saturday, Deacon David Pelican will be ordained a priest at Detroit’s Blessed Sacrament Cathedral
at 10am. There is a link to see the Livestream of the ordination on our website. The next day, this Sunday, Fr. 
David will say his first mass at 10:30am at Holy Family. This is a special event and an honor for the parish. The
two years Deacon David has spent with us have been a great blessing. It is fitting that we celebrate.

The following Sunday at 10:30 mass we will celebrate fourteen first communions of our English speaking 
parish children.  At other masses in Spanish we will celebrate the first communions of 46 parish children who 
have prepared for the sacrament in Spanish.

This Sunday will be the third weekend that we have had a return to public masses. Our reduced mass 
schedule is Saturday 6:30pm (Spanish) and Sunday 10:30 (English). So how is it going?

We are learning and growing. People are cautiously returning. We are greeting and counting people as they 
enter. We are social distancing (approximately 200 in church and 80 people in the Activities Center). Wearing 
masks is a new experience. We are not singing all the mass parts and all the songs that in the past we have so
much enjoyed singing. But, after a long wait, the faithful can again receive the Holy Eucharist; it is very moving 
to see faces with profound joy and grateful tears receive the Lord. At both masses on the first weekend we had
a combined total of under 200 people attend. Last weekend, Pentecost, we had over three hundred attend. We
even had some overflow at the 10:30 mass into the Activities Center (gym) where the mass is live streamed 
onto a big screen.  Almost all of the socializing is not occurring inside the building but outside in the parking lot.
We will add weekend masses as necessary. Weekday masses are usually under 30 people, although today, 
First Friday, we had around 60. We are learning and growing and cautiously returning. As always, I welcome 
your comments and suggestions.

Now this is something you don’t hear every day. Bring your phones (or other mobile devices) to mass this 
weekend. No, not to check your email. We are going to roll out a very exciting new mobile app called MyParish
app. It is simple to learn and very powerful. It may be the easiest way to access the parish webpage, bulletin, 
mass readings, breaking parish news, and other handy and inspiring stuff. I think you will be impressed. 

Santiago has scheduled another great Praise and Worship event for Tuesday June 16 at 7pm. Mark your 
calendars and generously invite your friends to join you. We may not be able to sing in church but in your 
home you can sing as loud and you want. These events have been a beautiful time of spiritual refreshment and
encouragement.

Your spiritual and financial support to Holy Family continue to astonish me. The offertory collections for April 
and May were both above our pre-virus budget goals. This is truly amazing. I have always said that if we make 
our yearend offertory budget expectations then we will continue to raise our parish contribution to Christian 
Service by ½%. If June collections match April and May we could actually finish the year making our offertory 
budget and restoring our parish contribution to Christian Service to the historic level of 8%. It will be close. If 
you have not yet signed up for online giving then please consider doing so. This financial generosity that we 
are witnessing is a sign of mature faith and discipleship. It is evidence of the transforming power of being 



Catholic Missionary Disciples.  This is the passion that we bring to the mission that God has given us. Don’t 
stop now. God is never outdone in generosity.

If you are like me, you have been saddened and alarmed as again we see the effects of racism and violence 
sweep our country. How should we respond? What can we do? The Archdiocese of Detroit has gathered some
events, messages, and resources to help Catholics respond with compassion and justice. You will find a link to
these resources on our parish website. As a multicultural community we have experienced both the challenges
and the powerful blessings of the unity and the healing that Jesus intends for his people. May the Lord help us 
not only to be witnesses of this healing but also agents of this healing to the culture around us.

These are amazing times in which we are living. Big things change fast. There is a health crisis. An economic 
crisis. A racial justice and peace crisis. A national leadership consensus and unity crisis. Our lives are 
changing. Our country is changing. Our church is changing.  That is a lot to deal with at the same time. And the
future has never been more uncertain.

And there has never been a time when it is more urgent and timely to be disciples of Jesus Christ. This is a 
time for the Body of Christ to be a bright light in the gathering darkness. I believe that these times make us 
more aware of our weaknesses, our vulnerabilities, and our need for more of God. I also believe that our 
weaknesses are the very means that God will use to show what he can do through us, more than we can ask 
or imagine. This is so that our confidence will be in God alone and not in ourselves. God is doing some mighty 
shaking. This preparing for a mighty outpouring of his grace and mercy.

Ask God for the privilege of being a part of that. 

Come Holy Spirit.

These are the times for which we are made.

I love you. I pray for you. I am honored to serve with you in such a merry band of missionary disciples.

Fr. Bob


