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WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED 

Walking with Moms in Need was due to kick off March 25, 2020, on the 25th anniversary of Pope St 

John Paul II’s EVANGELIUM VITAE, The Gospel of Life. Like so many other things in our lives, this 

has been postponed to ensure the health and safety of both the volunteers and the moms in need. This 

initiative, however, can be started at any time and is in conjunction with the USCCB and NCCW. The 

postponement only means a delay. The kick-off can be thought of as a time of preparation where the parish community 

can come together safely and efficiently to start and staff this program. Many parishes are choosing to move their start 

time to October during Respect Life Month, while others are thinking of January 2021 or March 2021. This program is 

designed to be adaptable to any time frame that works for your parish. Please keep within the parish, diocesan, and local 

COVID-19 guidelines. The important part is to talk to your Pastor, get a plan of action, and start!  

Who are those moms in need? They are women facing a challenging or unexpected pregnancy or who are parenting 

young children in difficult circumstances. These moms need to know that the church is a place she can find help being 

Catholic or non-Catholic alike. Most of these women are living in poverty and/or are unmarried. Many are looking for a 

friend, someone to talk to that they can express their cares and concerns. Unfortunately, many have no support system, 

while others have no transportation to get to their necessary appointments or any variety of problems. During this pan-

demic, the need is greater with women being out of work, isolated and unable to receive aid and resources due to clo-

sures and social distancing. Some parishes already have resources such as The Gabriel Project or Elizabeth Ministries. 

Walking with Moms does not supersede but is designed to enhance these programs or ones like them. We as council 

sisters should find ways to come together to find what is needed in our area, provide that assistance if possible, keep 

track of our progress, and promote the National Council of Catholic Women in all endeavors. Walking with Moms falls 

in line with Our Mission Statement to support, empower, and educate women.  

Getting started is so easy and all the resources you will need are at your fingertips. The Walkingwithmoms.com or Ca-

minaconmadres.com websites have all the tools needed for a successful and continuing program.  The program is totally 

and completely laid out for you and your parish in English and Spanish respectively. On top of this, it is adaptable to 

make the program your own. There are timelines, bulletin announcements, inventory sheets, sample intercessions, and 

so much more in the 78-page Parish Action Guide, but if you need something a little more condensed, there is the Parish 

Action Guide Summary  6-pages to work from. These resources are either FREE or almost Free. You may access them 

from the website and either read them right there or print them to use as a working manual. The Parish Inventory Sheet 

is where you will find the gaps between our parishes and the Pregnancy Centers and other possible resources. Once you 

find those, then you will be able to move forward to know what is right for your parish. Many of us live in rural areas 

where the gap could be huge and others of us live in highly populated areas and what is needed could be as simple as a 

typed resource sheet for your area to be handed to or emailed to moms in need. This is the vision of Walking with 

Moms to improve and better communicate between the moms and our parishes while inspiring our parishioners to get 

involved. We are NOT turning our parishes into pregnancy centers. You may even want to team up with neighboring 

parishes to be more effective. You will want to encourage all generations to be involved in your core team. Technology 

is especially important and especially useful as this all can be started virtually and in the comfort of your home. We just 

need to be using our unique gifts to bring us and the Church together to meet the needs of these moms.  Using your 

gifts, talents, and experience to make this happen is simple, easy, and how we, as women, become the hands and feet of 

Jesus. This is living the Gospel of Life!  

Staci Duncan, FCCW Service Commission Co-Chair 



 

 

A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers 

 

O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the 

incarnation of Christ, your Son, with faith and trust. 

Grant your protection  

to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties.  

 

Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities 

places of welcome and assistance for mothers in need. 

Help  

us become instruments of God’s love  

and compassion.  

 

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously  

help us build a culture of life and a civilization of love, 

together with all people of good will, to the praise and 

glory of God, the Creator and lover of life.* Amen.  

 

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. 

Adapted with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2019, 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All 

rights reserved. 

 

To order card #1932 (Spanish, #1933), call toll-free 866-582-0943. 

www.usccb.org/prolife 
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The Women’s Fund Miami-Dade has 

launched “Domestic Violence in Times of COVID-19,” an extensive outdoor and digital awareness 

campaign to let those who are experiencing abuse know that services are available 24/7, and to 

encourage them to escape, report, or seek the      services they need through the Miami-Dade 

County’s Coordinated Victim’s Assistance Center (CVAC) helpline 305-285-5900.   Sponsored by 

Citrus Health Network and with the support of The Judge Amy Karan Legacy Fund, the  campaign 

has been adapted to English, Spanish and Creole, and includes roadside billboards, bus shelters, 

bus wraps, Metrorail stations and interior cards, as well as an innovative digital component. 

On Thursday Sept. 3
rd

, I attended a webinar sponsored by the Women’s Fund Miami-Dade, one of 

the speakers was a MDPD Detective from the Special Victims Unit Internet Crimes (Sexual Crimes) 

Against Children.  The detective shared the following statement; ‘sex exploitation of minors be it 

commercial     on-line enticement, and Child Pornography has seen a great increase during this 

time of the pandemic. It's extremely important that we educate our children on the dangers of the 

internet and monitor their time on the web. Parents should ensure the child's social media platforms 

are set to private and limit time on social media.’ 

All the speakers echoed the Detectives thoughts and stressed many of the points we already know; 

Human Trafficking is the fasted growing industry and the 2
nd

 largest Criminal industry in the world. It 

creates $150 BILLION in illegal    profits yearly and 24.9 MILLION people are exploited and traf-

ficked around the world   (1 in 4 are under age 18) 

Their various organizations are educating survivors, trying to remove the stigma of being trafficked 

and offering various educational opportunities.  They urge people to get involved in their local ef-

forts, to inform themselves and if you see something – say something. 

 On our environment, thank you Sheila for sending out on September 1
st
, the information put out by 

the Catholic       Climate Covenant – ‘Care for Creation, Care for the Poor’ – SEASON OF CREA-

TION 2020. The Covenant proudly invites us all to participate in the many programs, resources and 

activities it posted in the article; and to use them throughout the season, which extends until Octo-

ber 4
th
, the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.                                                                                   We 

all must take care of our environment every day!  What are you doing? 


