“Give Them a Bed: Primary Health Care Project for Prisoners in Ethiopia”.
€15,000 needed for
Metal Beds for Prisoners
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Figure 1: Photo of Original Beds
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Figure 2: Design of New Bunk Beds
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Spiritans and Prison Ministry
[bookmark: _Hlk12643778]Spiritans typically focus on the needs of disadvantaged and neglected populations, including prisoners, in many parts of the world.  From Bolivia in South America to Taiwan in Asia and from Ireland in Europe to Ethiopia in Africa, Spiritans have been active in Prison Ministry.  Fr. Kilimpe Garbicha, CSSp is the prison chaplain at Arba Minch prison in SW Ethiopia.  Past projects at the prison have focused on improved ventilation, clean drinking water, library and educational facilities, a toilet and shower block for female prisoners, as well as income generation possibilities. 
Project Proposal Summary
[bookmark: _Hlk48843673]Fr. Kilimpe has requested our assistance to provide 500 metal framed bunk beds for male prisoners at Arba-Minch prison in the Gama-Gofa zone (see map) of Ethiopia. It is located at N6.04211 latitude and E37.54890 longitude. Each metal bed will accommodate two prisoners at a cost of Euro 80 per unit. The total cost of phase 1 for 250 such beds to meet the sleeping needs of 500 prisoners came to €20,000. This phase has been completed. During phase 2, it is hoped to secure a further Euro €20,000 to complete the remaining 250 bunk beds. Kibanda have recently provided a grant of €5,000 for Phase 2. The balance required is €15,000. 
The current unsanitary and overcrowded sleeping conditions on the floor are illustrated in Figure 1. In a very hot climate with an average daily temperature of 34C, such cramped conditions lead to elevated incidences of upper respiratory tract infections, typhus, typhoid, malaria, and skin infections associated with a variety of tropical insect infestations and overcrowding. The proposed intervention aims to reduce such health conditions while also offering prisoners a good night’s sleep. Arba-Minch prison has a current population of 2,000 and this project will directly benefit 50% of these prisoners. This project is supported by the Superior in Ethiopia, the prison Governor and the European Center for Spiritan Cooperation and Development (Kibanda) and SOMA in the USA.   Help us to realize this project by supporting this appeal. The Balance required is €15,000.  See below photo of Phase 1 New Beds.
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[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK29]. 

For information on other Spiritan mission projects please contact us at missionprojects@spiritans.org.
Faith without works is dead
—James 2:14-16
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