
     The contemporary 
African nations, and 
particularly Nigeria are 
littered with many 
young people who on a 
daily basis are dying 
and rising: many 
frustrated by the harsh 

economic realities of our time, many 
with lost vision and hope, many clinching 
numerous certificates/degrees daily on 
the streets seeking for white collar jobs 
(that doesn't exist) and means of 
livelihood.                         
Our disillusioned educational system 
only prepared people to acquire 
certificates and degrees but failed to 
equip them with skills to fend for their 
daily living. The truncated public tertiary 
institutions system coupled with the high 
cost of private tertiary institutions have 
forced many young people to drop out of 
school. Many have found solace in 
gangsterism, cultism, arm robbery, 
kidnapping, drugs and other related 
crimes. There seems not to be any hope 
for the common man on the street. This 
seems to be the reason for the 
desperate moves of some young people 
to escape to Europe and America for 
quality education and greener pastures 
through the Sahara Desert.         

The Spiritan academy is a project of the 
Benin City Spiritans which aims to 
develop the artistic talents of young 
Africans so that they can develop 
through their creativity, share their work 
with the public and enable them to lead 
a dignified life in the future. 
The purpose is training young people in 
painting and sculpture by providing them 
with the necessary framework and 
materials. The essence of the program is 
acquisition of basic art skills, knowledge 
and experiences. So far we have 
incorporated the training into the school 
program, using school facilities, and 30 
pupils have been trained with the means 
at hand and the results are very 
encouraging (see page 3). 
We are now planning to train four groups 
of 15 young people, each for a period of 
two months, making a total of 60 young 
people at the end of the school year. 
Three trainers will supervise these young 
people. The trainees won’t have to be 
enrolled as regular students of the 
school; the basic requirement will be 
their interest in art. 
The cost of the project amounts to 
€9,000, mainly for the purchase of 
equipment.

Fr. Boniface Ugwo cssp, 
principal of the school.
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OUR PROJECT

ARTWORK TRAINING HOLY GHOST AT THE SECONDARY SCHOOL, 
BENIN CITY, NIGERIA.

' Artwork  training  project,   Nigeria'
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U P D A T E S    A N D    N E W S    F R O M    K I B A N D A

His name is Serge Bourgeois; he has one daughter, three  
sons, three grandchildren and comes from Liege.
He is a retired engineer with several years' experience
in business organisation, IT, cooperation, and education.
Serge helps in editing the periodic bulletin.

Welcome to the team, Serge!

Kibanda has a new volunteer.

RGPD
If you no longer want to receive Kibanda in electronic form, please inform us by writing 
to kibandadirector@gmail.com and your mail address will be removed directly from the 
database.

International cooperation - Kibanda's point of view - Part 2

International cooperation takes place in 
the context of the neo-colonialism that 
prevails in international relations to this 
day.
It is characterised by the economic, 
political, military and cultural control of 
the countries of the North over those of 
the South with the aim of transferring 
massive wealth from the countries of the 
South to the markets of the countries of 
the North.
This grip is based on a highly 
deregulated and globalised market 
economy where multinational companies 
rule with impunity and with the 
complicity of Northern states. The World 
Bank and the IMF too often reinforce 

such a grip by making their support 
conditional on the liberalisation of public 
services. Support of the countries of the 
North to dictators and corrupt powers in 
the countries of the South does the rest.
In terms of sustainable development, the 
consequences are catastrophic both for 
the people who languish in poverty and 
for the environment, which is so badly 
damaged that the very future of the 
planet is compromised.
In this context, the time has come for 
civil society organisations working for 
sustainable development, such as 
Kibanda, to adopt a decolonised 
approach to international cooperation.
(to be followed)
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Kibanda is desperately looking for a volunteer in marketing 
(2 hours per week)
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Works by young people 
from Benin Ciry


