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The Most Reverend  
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Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
Director, Office of Sacred Worship  
Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
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Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM 

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of  its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer and generous  kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by mail or in  
person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 

donations at :       
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Readings for the week of February 7, 2021 

Sunday:   Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-

    23/Mk 1:29-39 

Monday:  Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 35c [31b]/ 

    Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday:  Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-

    23 

Thursday:  Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/Mk 7:24-30 

Friday:   Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday:  Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13 [1]/Mk 8:1-10 

Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 

    1:40-45 

 

Observances for the week of February 7, 2021 

Sunday:  5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday:  St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 

Tuesday:   Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday: St. Scholastica, Virgin  

Thursday:  Our Lady of Lourdes  

Friday:    Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday:  BVM on Saturday 

Next Sunday: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday, February 7 

8:00 AM  Parish Family  

10:30 AM  

Joe Kannapell 

  (Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM John Hochstatter  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Monday, February  8 

7:00 AM  Dolores Hughes  

12:10 PM James Kassly  

 

Tuesday, February 9 

7:00 AM Norman Tuinstra 

12:10 PM Elizabeth Krummeth  

 

Wednesday, February 10 

7:00 AM  Kathryn Munie  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Thursday, February 411 

7:00 AM Jan Black  

12:10 PM Alice, Bob  & Larry 

 

Friday, February 12 

7:00 AM  Edna Fusco 

12:10 AM Reinelda Kniepmann  

 

Saturday, February 13 

7:00 AM  The Mike Wilda Family  

5:30 PM Gail Lee Knoll   

 

Sunday, February 14 

8:00 AM  Donald Andrtejewski  

10:30 AM  

Parish Family  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM MaryAnn Fleming  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 01/31/21 
 

Online Donations $215.00 
Sunday Collection $2630.00 
Total         $2845.00 
 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 

It is not a very uplifting way to start our Liturgy of the Word this Sunday, is it, to hear Job’s expressions 
of despair? Life has become unbearable to Job. He describes life as drudgery and misery, without hope 

or happiness. He has lost his children, his wealth, and is stricken with boils from head to foot. Have we 

ever felt that we just can’t handle one more hardship in our life? Our circumstances may be different, 
but the feelings are the same. Job gives expression to a universal human experience of grief and despair. 

 

The despair of the first reading is contrasted with the hope of the Gospel. Simon’s mother-in-law is lying 
sick at home, unable to get up. Jesus grasps the hand of Simon’s mother-in-law, helps her up, and her 

fever leaves her. Outside her door, there is a whole town’s worth of people with various diseases, or who 

are possessed by demons, whom Jesus also cures.  Jesus brings hope to this despairing community. 
Then he goes on to preach and cure in other villages. As he proclaimed: For this purpose have I come.  

 

This is our hope: the hope of God’s people for the coming of the Kingdom. It is hope for the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to heal the broken-hearted and bind up their wounds. In Jesus we experience this  

fulfillment. Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are able to get up and live again. She was able to get up and 

serve Jesus. So, too, others touched and cured by Jesus are able to get up and live again.   
 

Living in hope saves us from the misery, if not necessarily the tragedies, experienced by Job. Living in 

hope – having met Christ and received the Good News of the kingdom of God – allows us to live for the 
sake of the Gospel as we await Christ’s return, as Paul did.    

 

Like Job, we know despair; like Paul, we know hope.  Knowing both is a part of the human condition. 
Our call is to live by hope, to be a people of hope, and to – like Paul –share our hope freely with others.  

 

Blessings upon your week.  Stay safe!! 
 

-Father Smith 

From Our Rector  

Early St. Louisans 
Bryan Buer, Old Cathedral  Historian  

 
 Trappers, housewives, children, tradesmen, nobility, and Native 
Americans made up the population in early St. Louis.  These citizens lived on 
the frontier of North America.  There was nothing but the Mississippi River 
and forests surrounding the village.  For these St. Louisans, parish life was the 
center of their lives.  The social life had no distinction between classes.  The 
early St. Louisans lived a simple, but religious life. 
  
 The wealthiest of the population were tradesmen.  Trade with the Native 
Americans was important to prosperity.  During this time wealth was measured by personal property.  There were shops of 
merchandise to accommodate the citizens.  However, there was no shops in other parts of America. 
  
 These St. Louisans were deeply religious.  A diverse population of St. Louisans gathered to the humble log church on 
Christmas Eve for Midnight Mass.  For this flowers, music, and candles illuminated the Cathedral.  Following Mass families 
assembled for Christmas breakfast and exchanged holiday blessings.  It was not French tradition to exchange presents for 
Christmas.  Everyone would return the next morning for another Mass.  After the Mass, there were parties and the evening 
dance. 
  
 These early St. Louisans understood that this little log church should be the center of the young village.  Through the years 
that never changed.  After enduring decades of turmoil and change, the Basilica of St. Louis, the King still stands as a proud 
symbol of our faith and heritage. 
 



Saint Jerome Emiliani, priest, religious founder (February 
8):  Saint Jerome Emiliani lived from 1481 to February 8, 

1537.  He was a Vanesian soldier whose conversion led to the 
founding in 1534 of the Clerks Regular of Somascha (C.R.S.) 
which today numbers about 600 members.  They are 
dedicated to the poor and the education of youth.  Saint 

Jerome Emiliani is the patron saint of orphans and 
abandoned children. 
 

Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita, virgin (February 8):  Saint 

Josephine Bakhita, F.D.C.C., lived from about 1869 to February 3, 
1947.  She was a Sudanese-born former slave who became a 

Canossian Religious Sister in Italy, living and working there for 45 
years.  Bakhita’s legacy is that transformation is possible through 
suffering. 
 Her story of deliverance from physical slavery also symbolizes all those who find meaning and 
inspiration in her life for their own deliverance from spiritual slavery.  On a larger scale, however, 
Bakhita’s story of a slave who was forced to convert to Islam and later chose Christianity 

represents the tension that sometimes exists between Christianity and Islam. 
 In May 1992 news of her beatification was banned by Khartoum which Pope John Paul II 
then personally visited only nine months later.  On February 10, 1993, surrounded by an 
immense crowd in the huge Green Square of the capital of Sudan, he solemnly honored Bakhita 
on her own soil. 

 “Rejoice all of Africa!  Bakhita has come back to you.  The daughter of Sudan sold into slavery as a living piece of merchandise 

and yet still free.  Free with the freedom of the saints.”  Pope Benedict XVI, on November 30, 2007, at the beginning of his second 
encyclical letter Spe Salvi (In Hope We Were Saved), relates her entire story as an outstanding example of Christian hope. 
 
Saint Scholastica, virgin and religious (February 10):  Saint Scholastica is a saint of our 

Church and the Eastern Orthodox Churches. Born in Italy, according to a ninth century tradition, 

she was the twin sister of Benedict of Nursia. 
 Saint Scholastica was born from a wealthy family.  Her father was Anicius Eupropius and her 
mother was Claudia Abondantia Reguardati.  She and her brother Benedict were brought up 
together until the time he left to pursue studies in Rome. 
 Benedictine tradition holds that Scholastica lived in a convent at Plumbariola about five miles 
from Monte Casino and that this was the first “Benedictine” convent.  It has been suggested, 

however, that it is more likely that she lived in a hermitage with one or two other religious women 
in a cluster of houses at the base of Mount Cassino where there is an ancient church named after 
her. 
 The most commonly told story about her is that she would, once a year, go to visit her brother 
at a place near his abbey, and they would spend the day worshipping together and discussing 
sacred texts and issues. 

 One day they had supper and continued their conversation.  When Benedict indicated it was 
time for him to leave, perhaps sensing the time of her death was drawing near, Scholastica asked 
him to stay with her for the evening so they could continue their discussions. 
 Not wishing to break his own Rule, Benedict refused, insisting that he needed to return to his 
cell.  At that point, Scholastica closed her hands in prayer, and after a moment, a wild storm started outside of her guest house in 
which they were housed. 

 Benedict asked, “What have you done?,” to which she replied, “I asked you and you would not listen; so I asked my God and He 
did listen.  So now go off, if you can, leave me and return to your monastery.” 
 Benedict was unable to return to his monastery, and they spent the night in discussion.  According to Gregory’s Dialogues, 
three days later, from his cell, he saw his sister’s soul leaving the earth and ascending to heaven in the form of a shining white 
dove.  Benedict had her body brought to the monastery, where he caused it to be laid in the tomb which he had prepared for 
himself. 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes (February 11):  Our Lady of Lourdes is a title the Blessed Virgin Mary 

invoked in honor of the Marian apparitions said to have occurred in 1858 in the vicinity of Lourdes, 
France. 
 The first of these is the apparition of February 11, 1858, when Bernadette Soubirous, a 14-
year-old peasant girl, admitted to her mother that a “lady” spoke to her in the cave of Massabielle 

(a mile from the town) while she was gathering firewood with her sister and a friend.  Similar 
apparitions of the “Lady” were reported on seventeen occasions that year. 
 Bernadette Soubirous was canonized and it is believed that the apparitions have been 
validated by the overwhelming popularity and testament of healings claimed to have taken place at 
the Lourdes water spring. 
 In 1862, Blessed Pius IX authorized Bishop Bertrand-Severe Laurence to permit the veneration 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Lourdes. The Marian title, Our Lady of Lourdes, has been widely 
copied and reproduced, often displayed in shrines and homes, most notably in garden landscapes.  
The Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Bernadette Soubirous is located in the south-west 
corner of the Basilica. 
 

All you Holy Men and Women, Saints of God, pray for us. 



 

 

   

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

We’re entering the last full week of Ordinary Time until late May! Lent starts next week with Ash Wednesday Feb. 

17, followed by the Easter season, concluding with Pentecost on May 23. It’s a period of 96 days and, interestingly, 

experts say it takes 90 days to establish a new habit. What do we hope for the coming Lent and Easter — what new 

habit do we want to re-enter Ordinary Time with on May 24? 

If we listen carefully, the readings this week make a suggestion. We’re hearing the creation accounts from Genesis. 

One of their principal refrains is: “Then God said … And so it happened.” God’s word, in the Hebrew conception, 

isn’t just informative. It doesn’t simply tell us about things. Instead, God’s word is performative — it makes things 

happen. 

We see that same pattern in Jesus’ life. “Jesus said: I will it. Be made clean. And the leper was cleansed immediately.” 

“Jesus said: Quiet. Be still. And the storm disappeared, and the sea was calm.” It’s a clear echo of the creation  

account: “Then Jesus said … And so it happened.” 

In fact, because Jesus is the Word made flesh, He doesn’t even need to speak! His very presence makes things  

happen. And so people are drawn to Him. 

Catholic piety would say that’s why people are drawn to Mary, as well: her presence makes things happen. But if 

Catholic piety knows that from experience, Catholic theology is able to explain why. Mary makes things happen  

because her life is fully immersed in the Word of God, her Son. She makes things happen because He lives in her.  

And that, I propose, is something we might hope for — and work on — in the coming days of Lent and Easter: letting 

our lives be more fully immersed in the Word of God. Ninety-six days spread out before us. It takes 90 days to create 

a new habit. There are 89 chapters in the four Gospels. What if we took 5 to 10 minutes each day to read one chapter 

of the Gospel – either silently, or even out loud? 

On one level, it’s not that big a deal. You might be looking for a bigger penance! On another level, think about what 

we would be doing: letting the Word of God enter our eyes, our minds, and our hearts. Letting the Word of God  

become the measure of our words. In other words: letting the Word of God live in us. Might we make things happen, 

and might people be drawn to Christ in us, if we did so? 

We could do it first thing in the morning, instead of turning on the news. Then the Word of God would be the first 

thing we encounter, and could set the tone for our entire day. 

We could do it last thing at night, instead of watching a video. Then the Word of God would be the capstone of our 

day, and set the tone for our rest. 

The Word of God is still performative — it makes things happen. We might spend the coming days of Lent and  

Easter inviting the Word to live in us. Then, when we re-enter Ordinary Time in late May, people might be drawn to 

Christ in us, and the Word of God might make things happen through us. 

May our lives be more fully immersed in 
the Word of God 
By letting the Word of God live in us, 
positive things will happen and people 
will be drawn to the Christ in us 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


