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Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM 

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :       
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 

     1:40-45  

Monday:  Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday:  Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/

    Mk  8:14-21 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 

     5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:   Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 

 

Observances for the week of February 14, 2021 

 

Sunday:  6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day; 

Monday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday:   Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday: Ash Wednesday 

Thursday:   Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

Friday:    Friday after Ash Wednesday 

Saturday:  Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

Next Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, February 14 

8:00 AM  Donald Andrtejewski  

10:30 AM  

Parish Family  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM MaryAnn Fleming  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   
 

Monday, February  15 

7:00 AM  Reg & Sally Fawcett & 

Family  

12:10 PM Robert Geisz  
 

Tuesday, February 16 

7:00 AM Elizabeth Krummeth 

12:10 PM Mary Sendin  
 

Wednesday, February 17 

7:00 AM  Thomas Maher  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   
 

Thursday, February 18 

7:00 AM Dave & Julie Kowalski & 

sons  

12:10 PM Tim Powers 
 

Friday, February 19 

7:00 AM  Robert Grimshaw 

12:10 AM Bernice Fox  
 

Saturday, February 20 

7:00 AM  Robert Geisz  

5:30 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 

Sunday, February 21 

8:00 AM  Donald Andrtejewski  

10:30 AM  

Parish Family  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM MaryAnn Fleming  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 
 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 02/07/21 
 

Online Donations $615.00 
Sunday Collection $2701.00 
Total         $3316.00 
 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
God created us because he wants to be in relationship with us. He does not have to love us. God wants to. 
The reason we exist is relationship. We were made for love. This is a kind of Good News that is not possible 
without the Divine, for no other love for us is so pure, so unconditional, so freely given. 
 
But, in spite of the perfection of this design, we are also broken by sin. Even though we are made for  
relationship, so many things separate us and limit the love for which we were created. 
 
Our first reading reminds us that physical circumstances such as illness can separate us from one another. 
There are many other physical forms of separation, such as a job that takes a loved one far away, an  
emotional wound that demands physical distance as a response, and, of course, death itself.   
 
But spiritual separation also wounds us. Just as leprosy could be passed from one person to another, so  
also sin infects and hurts those around us. We can see how gossip or lack of integrity influences others.  
Selfishness or greed hurts those who are most vulnerable. The damage of sin is infectious, just as physical 
illness is contagious. 
 
This is the brokenness into which Jesus enters with his mercy. If you wish, you can make me clean. The  
leper’s faith can lead us also to this confidence today. Jesus, the eternal Word of God, moved with pity, 
draws near to us! He reaches out to us, in a particular way through his sacramental presence in this Mass, 
because he wants to heal every separation, whether it be physical, emotional, or spiritual. He does will to 
make us clean.   
 
What wounds can we bring to him today? What broken relationship, separation, or sin needs his healing  
presence?  This is why Christ invites us here, this is why he draws near and reaches out to us. I do will it, he 
tells us, be made clean. 
 
Blessings upon your week.  Stay safe!! 
 
 
-Father Smith 

From Our Rector  

Generations of the Cathedral: The Civil War 
Bryan Buer, Old Cathedral Historian  

 
 The Old Cathedral survived many catastrophes throughout the years.  Today it still 
stands strong alongside the Gateway Arch.  However, there was a truly ominous time when 
the Basilica was nestled among the hordes of warehouses and factories on the riverfront.  
This church was caught in the midst of a bloody Civil War.  The city in which the great 
cathedral resided was a dangerous place at this time. 
 
 While St. Louis was northern industrial city, there were factions of Southerners 
lingering throughout the city.  On the campus of St. Louis University was Camp Jackson (on 
Lindell’s Grove).  This camp was established to eventually capture the city.  Opposing the 
Confederate faction, were German immigrants who volunteered to join the Union army.  
These immigrants were Catholics and abolitionists, looking to protect the ideals of their new home. 
 
 In 1861, the war came to the streets of St. Louis.  Union troops under General Nathaniel Lyon captured Camp Jackson.  Escorting 
their Confederate prisoners back to the arsenal, the troops were greeted by Confederate spectators.  Gunshots were fired into the 
immigrant regiment.  The regiment returned gunfire.  A skirmish ensued resulting in 28 civilians killed and 75 wounded.  As a result of 
this conflict, the Union and Confederate leaders of Missouri met at the Planter’s House downtown.  General Lyon accused Governor 
Jackson of treason and declared “This means war.”  The Missouri Confederates would spend the rest of the war fighting to regain their 
footing in St. Louis, never succeeding. 
 
 Among this turmoil, the Basilica of St. Louis, the King have stood strong as a source of spiritual guidance for soldiers and citizens 
alike.  The Civil War is seen by many as a dark time for our country.  As it always is, the Cathedral was a bright light for St. Louisans 
during these dark times. 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The effort known as Operation Rice Bowl has 

become a regular feature of Lent in Catholic 

homes throughout the United States. Families 

reduce substantially one meal eaten together to a 

very simple fare like soup and bread, then donate 

the money saved to the “rice bowl”. At the end of 

Lent, all the “rice bowl” funds are collected 

through the parish and forwarded to the poor 

through Catholic Relief Services.   

“Rice bowls,” instructions, and a Lenten  

Calendar are available on the tables at the 

entrance. Please consider taking one and using it 

to fulfill the Universal Lenten Direction toward 

almsgiving or charity this Lenten season.  

 

 

Ash Wednesday and the Imposition of Ashes 
 

On Ash Wednesday (February 17), we shall only 
have our two regularly scheduled daily Masses, at 
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM (with Confessions at 11:30 
AM).  Both of these Masses will be live 
streamed.  There will NOT be an 11:00 AM Mass 
that morning, as there has been in the past; this is 
due to the dispensation for the faithful regarding 
their obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Holy 
Days of Obligation, and the reduced business 
occupancy in the downtown area. 
 
While Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of 
Obligation and while there is no requirement for 
the clergy and faithful to receive the imposition of 
ashes, it is rightly observed as a celebration of high 
importance, and many may wish to participate 
even amid the current difficulties.   
 
Due to the current pandemic, the imposition of 
ashes will be offered in two ways.  If you wish to 
receive in the traditional way on the forehead, you 
will come forward as normal.  If you prefer to 
receive via sprinkling, you will come forward with 
your hands folded across your chest and bow your 
head.   
 
Sprinkling ashes on the head is not a common 
practice in the United States, but it is common in 
Europe and elsewhere.  The primary reason for the 
sprinkling of ashes, instead of placing them on the 
forehead, is to minimize the necessity of physical 
contact which may be preferable for some during 
this current time.   
 
The sprinkling of ashes on the crown of the head is 
a very ancient symbol which recalls the biblical 
method of putting on sackcloth and ashes as a 
sign of penance.  As we read in the Book of 
Nehemiah, “On the twenty-fourth day of this 
month, the people of Israel gathered while fasting 
and wearing sackcloth, their heads covered with 
dust” (9:1). 

 ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS  
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world might 

be saved through him.”  
(John 3:16-17)  

 
The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of 

Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all 
Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. 

Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have 
outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:  

 
 

Ash Wednesday (February 17, 2021), all Fridays of 
Lent and Good Friday (April 2, 2021) are days of 

abstinence (refraining from meat) for all Catholics from 
age 14 onwards. On these two days, fast, as well as 

abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 
18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast 

means one full meal a day, with two smaller meals and 
nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No 

Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this 
obligation.  

 
We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of 

prayer and penance.  
 



 

 

   

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

So many aspects of our lives have been altered this past year. We’ve had to step back, think through our priorities, and reset basic 

patterns in our lives. 
 

In a similar way, as we begin Lent, I’d like to step back and think about two basic priorities that can set the pattern of our Lent. 

The first is a Lent that is earnest. The second is a Lent that is well-targeted. 
 

In earnest 
 

In his encyclical on hope, Pope Benedict XVI said: “the present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards a 

goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey.” (“Spe Salvi,” 1) 
 

The truth of that statement isn’t limited to the realm of religion — it can equally well describe the Cardinals’ approach to spring 

training! For a team in spring training, as for a Christian in Lent, the more convinced we are that the end is possible — whether it 

be a World Series Championship or a share in Christ’s Resurrection — and the more committed we are to that end, the more deep-

ly we will engage the process of getting there. We’ve all seen players and teams who just “go through the motions” in spring train-

ing, as well as those who really work at it. Watching them tells us something about their commitment to the season ahead. Similar-

ly, we’ve all had times when we just “went through the motions” in our faith, and times when we’ve been really engaged. Watch-

ing us tells the world something about our commitment to heaven. 
 

One of the tasks of our day is a Christianity that is more robust in its hope, and more robust in the discipline that strives toward 

that hope. We expect a spring training that is “in earnest” from the Cardinals. We should expect no less from ourselves in Lent. 
 

Well-targeted 
 

Of course, we can earnestly spend our energy in the wrong direction. So it’s also important that our Lent be well-targeted. 
 

On the negative side, we see the need for this when people get tired of simply “giving up something” for Lent. The sense that it 

doesn’t go deep enough toward the transformation that we need saps the strength from it. Sometimes, sensing this disconnect, 

people simply give up on Lent. But that’s the wrong response. A better response is to step into a deeper Lent. 
 

All week long, in various ways, God is asking a question of His people. It’s poignantly summarized in Isaiah’s ringing question: 

“Is this the manner of fasting I wish?” 
 

King David articulated his repentance in Psalm 51 this way: “For you are not pleased with (external) sacrifices … My sacrifice is a 

contrite spirit.” Isaiah called for Israel’s repentance this way: “Rend your hearts, not your garments.” Jesus warned against fasting 

and praying “in order to be seen” and “to win the praise of others.” Each of them draws our attention to a sacrifice that’s not well 

targeted, and one that is. 
 

So let’s step back and think. What would be a well-targeted Lent — one that cuts to our own deepest needs and society’s deepest 

needs for transformation? 
 

Financial donors give money in a targeted way to where they think the most good can be done and needs to be done. We can tar-

get our “spiritual donations” in Lent the same way. If you had spiritual resources to give — and we all do, during Lent, by the 

disciplines we take on, both the things we give up and the things we do — then where would you want those resources to be 

spent? What do you think most needs restoring in the world, and what contribution can you make, in your own life, to that resto-

ration? 
 

Answering that question can produce an earnest, well-targeted Lent. 

What we do this Lent can help restore 
the world 
As Lent begins, let’s really engage and 
focus on where our actions can help fill 
society’s need for transformation 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


