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The Most Reverend  
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Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
Director, Office of Sacred Worship  
Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

 
In Residence 

Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :       
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Readings for the week of February 21, 2021 
 

Sunday:   Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk  

    1:12-15 

Monday:  1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/ 

    Mt 7:7-12 

Friday:   Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-48 

Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 

    [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/ 

Mk 9:2-10 
 

Observances for the week of February 21, 2021 
 

Sunday:  1st Sunday of Lent 

Monday:  The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 

Tuesday:  St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  

Wednesday: Lenten Weekday  

Thursday:   Lenten Weekday 

Friday:    Lenten Weekday  

Saturday:   Lenten Weekday  

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, February 21 

8:00 AM  Donald Andrtejewski  

10:30 AM  

Celebrant’s Intentions  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Parish Family  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Monday, February  22 

7:00 AM  Elizabeth Krummeth  

12:10 PM Joe Kannapell   

 

Tuesday, February 23 

7:00 AM Thomas Maher 

12:10 PM Joe Kannapell   

 

Wednesday, February 24 

7:00 AM  Dave & Julie Kowalski & 

Family  

12:10 PM Mary Sendin  

 

Thursday, February 25 

7:00 AM Robert Geisz  

12:10 PM James Fagan 

 

Friday, February 26 

7:00 AM  Elaine Hopkins 

12:10 AM Adolph & Ethel Doerhoff  

 

Saturday, February 27 

7:00 AM  Rosie Wanczyk-Karp   

5:30 PM Robert Beisz  

 

Sunday, February 28 

8:00 AM  Clara Cavin   

10:30 AM  

Parish Family  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Robert Geisz  

5:00 PM Elizabeth Kummeth  

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 02/14/21 
 

Online Donations $881.00 
Sunday Collection $2688.00 
Total         $3569.00 
 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 
In the first reading, having saved Noah and all who had been on the ark, God establishes his covenant with  

Noah and his descendants after him. As a sign of this covenant, God placed the rainbow in the clouds.  

 

Saint Peter says that Jesus suffered for us that he might lead [us] to God. That’s the good news of the Gospel – 

the doors to salvation in heaven have been opened to us!  

 
Today’s Scripture passage about Jesus’ 40 days in the desert is from Mark’s Gospel, and it is far shorter than 

that in Matthew or Luke. Mark focuses less on the temptations themselves and ends with the heart of the New 

Testament message: Jesus says, This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and  
believe in the gospel. Jesus’ time in the desert was one of preparation for his ministry. We can prepare during 

Lent for the upcoming Paschal Mystery by thinking of three questions.   

 
First: How have we been saved by God already in our lives? Are there times of trial from which we’ve been  

delivered? It’s so easy to see only what’s in front of us, and the sufferings of the moment. Reflect back on years 

gone by and actively look for ways that God has delivered. This should serve to deepen our trust in God.  

 

Second: How have we been led to God? How have we been blessed, and saved? What methods of prayer brought 

us closest to him? Take those lessons and take advantage of them this Lent. 
 

And the third question: How might we best follow the Lord into the desert? Perhaps focusing on all the  

penitential practices of the season might be a way to open our hearts to the Kingdom. The Kingdom, having 

been rooted in our hearts, enables us to bring it to others.   

 
As we receive the Eucharist, let the grace of the sacrament bring us ever closer to further union with our saving 

Lord.  

 

Blessings upon you and your First Week of Lent.  Stay safe!! 

 

-Father Smith 
 
 

From Our Rector  

The Chair of Saint Peter, the Apostle 

(February 22):  The Chair of Saint 

Peter (Latin:  Cathedra Petri), also 

known as the Throne of Saint Peter, is 

a relic conserved in Saint Peter’s 

Basilica, enclosed in a sculpted gilt 

bronze casing that was designed by 

Gian Lorenzo Bernini and executed 
between 1647 and 1653. 

 The name derives from the Latin cathedra meaning chair or throne, which is used to denote the chair or seat of a 

bishop (hence the term cathedral for the main church in an episcopal see).  Inside the Chair is a wooden throne, 

which, according to tradition, was used by Saint Peter.  It was, however, actually a gift from Holy Roman Emperor 

Charles the Bald to Pope John VIII in 875. 

 

Saint Polycarp, bishop and martyr (February 23):  Saint Polycarp (Greek:  

Polykarpos) who lived from 69 to 156 was a second century bishop of Smyrna.  

According to the Martyrdom of Polycarp, he died a martyr, bound and burned at 

the stake, then stabbed when the fire failed to touch him.  He is one of the first 

martyrs to be venerated. 

 It is recorded by Irenaeus, who heard Polycarp speak in his youth, and by 

Tertullian, that Polycarp had been a disciple of John the Apostle; Polycarp is 

therefore looked upon as a singular “bridge” figure between the apostolic age 

and the second century.  Saint Jerome wrote that Polycarp was a disciple of 

John and that John had ordained him bishop of Smyrna. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Memorial Flowers  

 
The beautiful Easter plants and flowers that adorn our Cathedral are a special part 

of the celebration of Easter at the Old Cathedral.  
We invite visitors and parishioners to share in the experience through a memorial 

or thanksgiving gift by filling out the form below.  
Donations toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Basilica may be made in memory or honor of  family members 

and friends. This is a wonderful way to remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer thanksgiving to God for  
prayers answered and blessings received.  

The suggested donation is $10.00 per remembrance. The names of all those being remembered will be printed in 
the parish bulletin on Easter Sunday and the week following Easter. 

Please indicate in whose memory, or honor, you wish the flowers to be dedicated. 
Completed forms and payment may be placed in an envelope and dropped into the weekend offertory baskets,  

OR mailed to: Basilica of St. Louis, King of France, c/o Memorial Flowers, 209 Walnut, Saint Louis, MO 63102.  
 

Wording as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: 

  

Given by: ________________________________________ 

  

Your Email Address ______________________________________    Phone (_____)_______________  

  

 Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Total number of remembrances _______  X  $10 each  = Total Payment of $ __________ 

Please make checks payable to the Basilica of St. Louis, King of France 

  

Order deadline: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 



 

 

   

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The readings this week offer two surprises that are good for us to ponder in Lent: one for the sinner, and one for the righteous. 

We hear the episode of Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh. Understand — not only was Nineveh filled with sin, it was also the capital of 

Assyria, a major enemy of ancient Israel. The Bible is saying: you can’t get more opposed to God than this! Jonah preaches, Nineveh 

repents, and the city is spared from destruction. 

This was a bitter surprise to Jonah, who personified the attitude of much of Israel at the time. Most of Israel, at this point in its history, 

held a position that’s still instinctive for many of us: virtue leads to reward and sin leads to punishment. That’s not entirely wrong. 

But if it’s the whole story, then the treatment of Nineveh makes no sense. What else could be going on — what is God trying to say? 

The prophet Ezekiel explains God’s logic very clearly. On the one hand: “If the wicked man turns away from all the sin he committed 

… None of the crimes he committed shall be remembered against him.” Ezekiel then spells out the other side of the coin: “And if the 

virtuous man turns from the path of virtue to do evil … None of his virtuous deeds shall be remembered.” 

Israel was approaching the covenant as a ledger. But God was saying: the covenant is not a ledger, it’s a relationship. My concern is 

not simply with achievement, which lies in the past; my main concern is with movement, which lies in the present. 

Sure, Nineveh was the capital of the enemy of Israel. Sure, David was an adulterer and a murderer. Sure, Peter denied Jesus. But the 

Lord asked for their repentance, they accepted the invitation and the movement is what pleased Him. Likewise for us: no matter how 

bad we’ve been, God’s invitation is still there. That’s surprisingly good news for the sinner! 

But we should ponder the other side of the coin, as well: no matter how much good we may have done in the past, what matters most 

is the direction of our movement in the present. That’s surprisingly challenging news to the righteous. And three episodes this week 

drive home the point. 

First we hear about Queen Esther. She had never committed any great sins. But that wasn’t enough. She was called to go deeper in 

her relationship with the Lord in order to save the Jewish people in a time of crisis. 

Second, we hear Jesus say directly: “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

Third and last, consider Jesus’ refrain in the Sermon on the Mount: “You have heard that it was said … But I say to you.” Again and 

again, Jesus says that the old law was good, but the new law requires something deeper. He relentlessly pursues the whole heart. 

And there’s the key: God pursues, relentlessly. The sinful person who despairs and the righteous person who presumes both commit 

the same error. They misunderstand who God is; they think that the achievement of the past is all that matters to God. But if God’s 

character is to pursue, and theology tells us that God is unchanging, then God is always pursuing, always inviting deeper. That 

means the sinful person is always welcome to repent, and the righteous person is always challenged to go deeper. 

God is relentlessly pursuing each of us, inviting repentance, and calling us deeper into His life. Past achievement is not the key;  

present movement is. That’s worth pondering as we enter the first full week of Lent: how is God pursuing you, and what’s your  

response? 

God is always challenging the righteous 
to go deeper and sinners to repent  
 
This Lent, ponder this: How God is  
pursuing us and how are we responding? 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


