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The Most Reverend  
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Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
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Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
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Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :   
     

www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

Readings for the week of March 14, 2021 

 

Sunday:   2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-

    21 or  

    1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

    41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  

Monday:   Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]/Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday:   2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [37]/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 

    22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or  

    Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-45 or  

    11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
 

Observances for the week of March 14, 2021 

 

Sunday:  4th Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins 

Monday:   Lenten Weekday 

Tuesday:   Lenten Weekday  

Wednesday: St. Patrick, Bishop 

Thursday:  St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

Friday:   St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday:  Lenten Weekday 

Next Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 03/07/21 
 

Online Donations $614.00 
Sunday Collection $3889.00 
Total         $4503.00 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, March 14 

8:00 AM Ellen Capuano 

10:30 AM  Parish Family   

Parish Family (Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Mark Mannion  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Monday, March 15 

7:00 AM  Robert Geisz  

12:10 PM Marie Hong Tran   

 

Tuesday, March 16 

7:00 AM Tim Powers  

12:10 PM Donald & Joanne Copper  

 

Wednesday, March 17 

7:00 AM  Erin Schaper  

12:10 PM Remmi Clay  

 

Thursday, March 18 

7:00 AM Gerardo & Ilda Ventura  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Friday, March 19 

7:00 AM  Cathy O’Briant 

12:10 AM Harry Lemakis  

 

Saturday, March 20 

7:00 AM  Dolores Konkel  

5:30 PM Jacquelyn C. Blaha  

 

Sunday, March 21 

8:00 AM Parish Family   

10:30 AM  Robert Geisz 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Tim Powers  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

 
 

 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
In the Star Wars movie “The Empire Strikes Back,” the young Luke 
Skywalker asks the Jedi Master, Yoda, if the dark side of the Force 
is stronger than the light, and Yoda answers, “No, no, no.  Quicker.  
Easier.  More seductive.”   
 
Quicker, easier, more seductive. Isn’t this the inherent challenge of 
the Christian life, struggling against the allure of the quicker,  
easier path. Today’s first reading draws attention to this desire: 

Early and often, it says, did the Lord, the God of their fathers, send 
his messengers to [his people], but they rejected them. Why?  
Because to accept the message would mean to change, to grow, to 
face their own wickedness. The people preferred the quicker path, 
the easier path. They chose their ways over God’s ways.   
 
In John’s Gospel, Nicodemus has come to Jesus to ask him about 
the signs he is doing. What we do not hear today, but what John 
writes a few verses prior to this, is the time of Nicodemus’ visit to 
Jesus. He did not come in the daytime, when anyone could see 
him. He came at night, under the cover of darkness. He could not 
step fully into the light, because he had not yet chosen God’s way 
over that of his own religious cohorts. 
 
Jesus says to Nicodemus: This is the verdict, that the light came into 
the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their 
works were evil.   
 
The people preferred their way; they preferred darkness to light; 
and their behaviors and works were evil. Quicker. Easier. More  
seductive. 
 
Evil thrives in darkness. Everyone who does wicked things hates 
the light, because light exposes those deeds. But shadows and 
darkness make everything unclear and hard to navigate, and God’s 
people were never going to find their way back to God without help. 
And so God sent his only Son into the world – as the light of the 
world – not to condemn it but to save it. For only light can lead us 
to truth; only light can show us a path to follow; only light can  
dispel darkness. 

 
In the quote above, Yoda did not say the darkness was stronger, 
only that it had more allure. This is analogous to the Christian life. 
All of us are familiar with the temptation and allure of sin. But  
Jesus Christ as the light of the world saves us from the darkness 
of sin and death. Freedom comes in knowing that the light is 
stronger; the yoke is lighter. The saving power of God brings love 
and mercy, healing and salvation, to the world.  
 
Blessings upon your Lenten Season.  Stay safe. 
 
-Father Smith 
 

From Our Rector  EASTER MASS 

RESERVATIONS 
 

Due to St. Louis  COVID-19 mandates 

that limit the percentage  of people 

gathering and  6-feet social distancing, 

we will require reservations for Masses 

for the Easter Vigil  and Easter Day. 

110 person Capacity per Mass.  
  

There are two ways to sign up. 
 

1. EMAIL THE PARISH at: 

oldcathedral@att.net  

Provide: 

▪ Name 

▪ Phone number 

▪ Number in your party  

▪ Date of Mass 

▪ Time of Mass 
 

2. CALL THE PARISH  at::  

314-231-3250 

Monday—Friday 8AM—2 PM  

Speak with Tracy Marklein or  

leave a message providing: 

▪ Name 

▪ Phone number 

▪ Number in your party  

▪ Date of Mass 

▪ Time of Mass 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 Reservations will be taken until the 

Mass is at full capacity. You will only 

receive a response if we can not 

accommodate your reservation.  

If you do not receive a response, then 

your reservation is secure.  

 

Reservations are  only for the exact 

date and time of the Mass you 

request.  
 

 

Easter Vigil 

8:00 PM  
 

EASTER DAY 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM  (Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Memorial Flowers  

 
The beautiful Easter plants and flowers that adorn our Cathedral are a special part 

of the celebration of Easter at the Old Cathedral.  
We invite visitors and parishioners to share in the experience through a memorial 

or thanksgiving gift by filling out the form below.  
Donations toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Basilica may be made in memory or honor of  family members 

and friends. This is a wonderful way to remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer thanksgiving to God for  
prayers answered and blessings received.  

The suggested donation is $10.00 per remembrance. The names of all those being remembered will be printed in 
the parish bulletin on Easter Sunday and the week following Easter. 

Please indicate in whose memory, or honor, you wish the flowers to be dedicated. 
Completed forms and payment may be placed in an envelope and dropped into the weekend offertory baskets,  

OR mailed to: Basilica of St. Louis, King of France, c/o Memorial Flowers, 209 Walnut, Saint Louis, MO 63102.  
 

Wording as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: 

  

Given by: ________________________________________ 

  

Your Email Address ______________________________________    Phone (_____)_______________  

  

 Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Total number of remembrances _______  X  $10 each  = Total Payment of $ __________ 

Please make checks payable to the Basilica of St. Louis, King of France 

  

Order deadline: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 



 

 

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This week we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph (March 19) in what Pope Francis has designated as the Year of St. Joseph. It’s an opportune time to 

pause, and reflect on the foster father of Jesus. 

I recommend reading “Patris Corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), the pope’s reflection on St. Joseph. But read it as it was written, with a contemplative 

heart — not only reading the words, but pondering the events of St. Joseph’s life, and how they might challenge and inspire us to live closely with 

Jesus, as Joseph did. 

It’s interesting that, although we know St. Joseph was a carpenter, he left no samples of his work. The only thing he left behind was his family, and 

his example of caring for them. This doesn’t mean that work isn’t important — far from it! Joseph’s work was important in sustaining the Holy  

Family. But the family is what remains, not the work. That’s an important lesson in priorities. 

We often ponder Mary’s fiat — her “yes” to God’s plan. It’s interesting to ponder Joseph’s fiat. Scripture records no words spoken by St. Joseph, only 

his actions — and in those actions we see his “yes.” Again, it’s not that words aren’t important! But in a time that seems dominated by written and 

spoken words, St. Joseph reminds us that the integrity of action speaks louder than words. 

One of St. Joseph’s great actions is to protect the vulnerable. Pope Francis draws special attention to this when he says, “Today, in our world where 

psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man.” Mary is 

vulnerable, as is her child — unprotected by the law and by society. Moreover, this situation is not Joseph’s fault. What does he do? He steps in and 

steps up, and accepts responsibility for them. How much better we could do on that front in our society! 

The Old Testament Joseph (of the coat of many colors) gathered and stored Pharaoh’s treasures, and distributed them for the salvation of God’s  

people. The New Testament Joseph received God’s greatest treasures — Jesus and Mary — and provided for them, so that they could be given for the 

salvation of the world. This shows us that the greatness of a man can come from supporting others. 

When there was no room at the inn, and Mary was about to give birth, Joseph did the best he could with the circumstances he was given, and it 

turned out to be perfectly fitting. If we give God the best we can, He makes it more than good enough. 

We tend to think that God only works through greatness. Joseph took his family to Nazareth — which shows us that even what is small can be of the 

utmost importance in God’s plan. 

Finally, Joseph is the patron of a happy death. Although the Scriptures never put it this way, a few moments of reflection make it clear that he lived 

and died in the presence of Jesus and Mary. That’s the highest hope we can have for our own living and dying. 

Sometimes our lives and our daily tasks seem small and unimportant. That’s when we should remember St. Joseph. As Pope Francis says: “St. Joseph 

reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” 

By examining St. Joseph’s life, we’re 
challenged to live closely with Jesus 
 

Joseph shows us the importance of  
acting with integrity, focusing on  
family and protecting the vulnerable 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

Saint Michael Prayer  
 

Saint Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him we humbly pray 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 

by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan  

and all the other evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 


