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Fi f t h  S u n d ay  o f  l e n t    
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Archbishop of St. Louis  
The Most Reverend  
Mitchell T. Rozanski 

 
Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
Director, Office of Sacred Worship  
Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

 
In Residence 

Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :   
     

www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

Readings for the week of March 21, 2021 

 

Sunday:   Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

    or Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Jn 11:1-

    45 or11:3-7, 17,20-27, 33b-45   

Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

    [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 [2]/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11 [8a, 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 

    1:26-38 

Friday:   Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-

    24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 

 

Observances for the week of March 21, 2021 

 

Sunday:   5th Sunday of Lent 

Monday:  Lenten Weekday  

Tuesday:  St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop  

Wednesday:  Lenten Weekday   

Thursday:  The Annunciation of the Lord 

Friday:    Lenten Weekday 

Saturday:  Lenten Weekday  

Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord; Holy Week begins 

 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 03/14/21 
 

Online Donations $724.00 
Sunday Collection $3324.00 
Total         $4048.00 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, March 21 

8:00 AM Parish Family   

10:30 AM  Robert Geisz 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Tim Powers  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Monday, March 22 

7:00 AM  Robert Geisz  

12:10 PM Leonard Sanker  

 

Tuesday, March 23 

7:00 AM Mark Mannion  

12:10 PM Marie Hong Tran  

 

Wednesday, March 24 

7:00 AM  Adolph & Ethel Doerhoff  

12:10 PM William Bray  

 

Thursday, March 25 

7:00 AM Ellen Capuano   

12:10 PM Peter DaPrato 

 

Friday, March 26 

7:00 AM  John Moellenberg 

12:10 AM Christopher Kothe  

 

Saturday, March 27 

7:00 AM  Robert Geisz  

5:30 PM Donald & Joanne Cooper  

 

Sunday, March 28 

8:00 AM John Moellenberg  

10:30 AM  Parish Family 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Simone Bertrand  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

 
 

 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
In today’s Gospel we encounter Jesus in Jerusalem. He knows that the hour is at hand, 
when he will drive out the ruler of this world, the devil.    
 
Jesus knows he is about to die and he knows how it is going to happen, as he refers to 

being lifted up. I will draw everyone to myself, he says, a fitting reminder to us that he 
does not give his life only for the sins of a few, but so that all may be forgiven and  
redeemed. Jesus chooses to become that grain of wheat that falls to the ground and 
dies that it may produce the fruit of salvation for all who believe. He tells us that if we 
are to serve him, then we must follow him, taking up our crosses and joining him at  
Calvary – that one day, we all may share in his victory. 

 
In our baptism, we, too, are like a grain of wheat: dying to sin, that we may come alive 
in Christ Jesus. As the Letter to the Hebrews tells us, on the cross Jesus became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. The Lord teaches us about the cost of 
discipleship. Jesus held nothing back in obtaining salvation for us by defeating our 
greatest enemies of sin, Satan, and death. We are called, likewise, to make an  

investment in our salvation, to be willing to work for it and suffer for it just as he did.   
 
On the cross, Jesus fulfills the new covenant called for by Jeremiah in today’s first 
reading. No longer will God’s law be carved in stone. Instead, in Christ, God’s law is 
written on the human heart with the blood of Jesus. I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people, Jeremiah says, prophesying a new beginning and a fresh start for God’s 

people: I will forgive their evildoing and remember their sin no more. As God is so willing 
to freely and frequently overlook the wrongs we have done, so are we commanded to do 
the same.   
 
As our Lenten journey inches closer to the events of Palm Sunday and Holy Week, we 
turn our focus to Jesus as he approaches “his hour” on the lonesome road to Calvary. 

As Jesus offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears for us and for our 
salvation, so, too, we join our pains and sufferings with his. We bring him our fears, 
faults, and failings, even our lack of forgiveness, that all might be washed away by the 
holy water and blood that flows from his side on the cross. 
 
Blessings upon your week and Lenten Season.  Stay safe!! 
 

-Father Smith 

____________________________________________________________ 
Why Do We Cover Statues at Lent? 

 
The rubrics can guide us. In the Roman Missal we find the instruction, “In the Dioceses of 

the United States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church from 
[the fifth] Sunday [of Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the  

beginning of the Easter Vigil.” 
 
But why go through such lengths to cover up images that are designed to raise our hearts 
and minds toward heaven? 

 
First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that we are in. When we walk into 
church and notice everything is covered, we immediately know that something is different. 
These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of immediate preparation for the Sacred 

Triduum and these veils are a forceful reminder to get ready. 
 
Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being said at Mass. When we listen to 
the Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to focus on the striking words from the Gospel 

and truly enter into the scene. 
 
Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened sense of anticipation for Easter  
Sunday. This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the veils each day. 

You don’t want them to be there because they are hiding some very beautiful images. 
 
And therein lies the whole point: the veils are not meant to be there forever. The images need 
to be unveiled; it is unnatural for them to be covered. 

 
The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth. We live in a 
“veiled” world, in exile from our true home. It is only through our own death that the veil is 

lifted and we are finally able to see the beauty of everything in our lives. 
 
-Philip Kosloski - published on 03/19/16 

From Our Rector  EASTER MASS 

RESERVATIONS 
 

Due to St. Louis  COVID-19 mandates 

that limit the percentage  of people 

gathering and  6-feet social distancing, 

we will require reservations for Masses 

for the Easter Vigil  and Easter Day. 

110 person Capacity per Mass.  
  

There are two ways to sign up. 
 

1. EMAIL THE PARISH at: 

oldcathedral@att.net  

Provide: 

▪ Name 

▪ Phone number 

▪ Number in your party  

▪ Date of Mass 

▪ Time of Mass 
 

2. CALL THE PARISH  at::  

314-231-3250 

Monday—Friday 8AM—2 PM  

Speak with Tracy Marklein or  

leave a message providing: 

▪ Name 

▪ Phone number 

▪ Number in your party  

▪ Date of Mass 

▪ Time of Mass 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 Reservations will be taken until the 

Mass is at full capacity. You will only 

receive a response if we can not 

accommodate your reservation.  

If you do not receive a response, then 

your reservation is secure.  

 

Reservations are  only for the exact 

date and time of the Mass you 

request.  
 

 

Easter Vigil 

8:00 PM  
 

EASTER DAY 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM  (Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM 

 

 

https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Memorial Flowers  

 
The beautiful Easter plants and flowers that adorn our Cathedral are a special part 

of the celebration of Easter at the Old Cathedral.  
We invite visitors and parishioners to share in the experience through a memorial 

or thanksgiving gift by filling out the form below.  
Donations toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Basilica may be made in memory or honor of  family members 

and friends. This is a wonderful way to remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer thanksgiving to God for  
prayers answered and blessings received.  

The suggested donation is $10.00 per remembrance. The names of all those being remembered will be printed in 
the parish bulletin on Easter Sunday and the week following Easter. 

Please indicate in whose memory, or honor, you wish the flowers to be dedicated. 
Completed forms and payment may be placed in an envelope and dropped into the weekend offertory baskets,  

OR mailed to: Basilica of St. Louis, King of France, c/o Memorial Flowers, 209 Walnut, Saint Louis, MO 63102.  
 

Wording as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: 

  

Given by: ________________________________________ 

  

Your Email Address ______________________________________    Phone (_____)_______________  

  

 Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Please check one:        ____ In memory of   OR     ____ In honor of (those still living): 

  

Name of person/family being honored: _____________________________________________________ 

  

Total number of remembrances _______  X  $10 each  = Total Payment of $ __________ 

Please make checks payable to the Basilica of St. Louis, King of France 

  

Order deadline: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 



 

 

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Do you have a favorite movie or book — one where you know how it ends but never tire of revisiting how it gets there? 

 

The readings leading up to Holy Week are like that. We know, heading into Holy Week, what's coming — we're headed straight to the cross. And we 

know, ultimately, how that turns out — the Resurrection has the last word. But there's an important lesson in the Old Testament pattern of how it's 

supposed to go. And God reveals something to us precisely in His departure from that pattern. Yet we should never tire of revisiting that plot twist. 

 

In this last week before Holy Week, we hear the story of Susanna from the Book of Daniel. Susanna is trapped by two wicked elders. Although  

innocent, she's threatened with death for abiding by God's law. In mortal peril, she cries out to God. And, because she's innocent, God hears her plea. 

He raises up Daniel, who uncovers the falsehood of the accusers. Susanna is saved from death. 

 

We also hear the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Because they're faithful to God and refuse to worship the false gods of Babylon, they're 

thrown into the fiery furnace. In mortal peril, they cry out to God. And, because they're innocent, God hears their prayer. He sends an angel to  

protect them, and they're saved from death. 

 

Finally, we hear about the prophet Jeremiah. He faithfully delivers God's message to the people who, because of their wickedness, don't want to hear 

it. They contrive plots against Jeremiah, who, for his part, cries out to God — and God protects him. 

 

Alongside these Old Testament readings, the tension is rising in the Gospels all week. The opposition to Jesus is gathering momentum and  

hardening. In the closing Gospel for the week, the high priest prophesies the death of Jesus, and the leaders plot that death. The death of the Innocent 

looms. 

 

Based on the pattern we've heard all week, we have an expectation. "Oh, we know how this goes! The Innocent cries out to God. Then God steps in to 

save Him." But this time, the pattern receives a new and surprising twist, and the depth of God's love is revealed precisely in that twist! 

 

Jesus is innocent. He's threatened with death. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He will cry out to the Father. But instead of preserving His life from the 

cross, the Father preserves His life through the cross. And instead of the innocent being saved from death, the guilty — that's us — are saved. 

 

It's a divine rescue operation — just like the Old Testament stories. But it's accomplished in a whole new way. God doesn't only save the innocent. 

God reveals his love precisely in taking action to save the guilty. 

 

This plot twist is similar to what happens in the Annunciation, which we celebrate on March 25. In the Old Testament, Israel had an expectation 

based on their history: The savior of the people would be high and mighty, a royal and military conqueror. But, in the Incarnation, we see a new and 

surprising twist: God — who is certainly high and mighty! — comes in lowliness to conquer death and save His people. 

 

So often, God reveals the depth of His love for us precisely in putting a new twist on an old theme. So, rather than rushing ahead to Easter, let's savor 

these days. Just as we do with a favorite movie or book, let's not rush ahead to the end. Instead, let's notice and appreciate how the Divine Author is 

getting us there — because how He does it is a revelation of his love, and we should never tire of revisiting that. 

God's revelation is never tiresome 

 

We know the story of Holy Week yet 
should appreciate how we get there 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

Saint Michael Prayer  
 

Saint Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him we humbly pray 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 

by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan  

and all the other evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 


