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Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
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Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
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Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :   
     

www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

Readings for the week of April 18, 2021 
 

Sunday:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9 [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 

    24:35-48  

Monday:  Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday:  Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 

    21ab[6a]/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday:   Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/1 Jn 3:1-

    2/Jn10:11-18 

 

Observances for the week of April 18, 2021 
 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Easter 

Monday:   Easter Weekday 

Tuesday:   Easter Weekday 

Wednesday: St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church;  

Thursday:  Easter Weekday 

Friday:   St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr  

Saturday:  St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr 

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for  

    Vocations 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 04/11/21 
 

Online Donations $1,105.00 
Sunday Collection  $2,322.00 
Total          $3.427.00 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, April 18 

8:00 AM Parish Family  

10:30 AM  Betty A. Fourney  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Christopher Kothe 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Monday, April 19 

7:00 AM  Susan Jacquin  

12:10 PM Fr. Tom Begley & Family  

 

Tuesday, April 20 

7:00 AM Chiara Graupmann  

12:10 PM Robert Geisz  

 

Wednesday, April 21 

7:00 AM  Donald & Joanne Cooper  

12:10 PM Angie Weaver  

 

Thursday, April 22 

7:00 AM Ellen Capuano 

12:10 PM Gemma Smith  

 

Friday, April 23 

7:00 AM Anastasia Cassidy  

12:10 PM Marie Hong Tran  

 

Saturday, April 24 

7:00 AM Peter DaPrato 

5:30 PM Anna M. & Alvin Duker  

& Family  

 

Sunday, April 25 

8:00 AM Mary Ann & John Simon & 

Family   

10:30 AM  Parish Family   

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Dolly Bischoff 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 

Fear is one of the most common of all emotions. We all fall into its grasp from time to time. It can be very real 

and even cause us to freeze up and not act as we should. The disciples certainly experienced this when Christ 
appeared in their midst as they were listening to the two disciples [recount] what had taken place on the way.   

 

The risen Christ came, offering them reassurance and peace. It is one thing to hear a story about Christ’s  

post-resurrection appearance, it is another to see it with your own eyes. The evangelist does not hold back in 

describing their fear – even their incredulity. They see Jesus but they immediately think it might be a ghost or a 

hallucination.  

 
But Jesus will not allow that fear to have the last word. Reassuring them of his real, actual presence, he proves 

it by the most common of all actions: He invites them to look at his hands and feet, and to touch him so they 

will sense the reality of flesh and bones, which a ghost does not have. And then eats in front of them –  

something else a ghost would not do. But more than just ameliorating the disciples’ fear, Jesus presence has a 

triple purpose: to prove his resurrection, to help them understand the fulfilled Scriptures, and to prepare them 
for their mission before the world. 

 

Jesus calls them witnesses – martyrs in Greek – disciples who give all to proclaim the risen Christ. Peter  

becomes one of the great examples of this change. In our first reading, we saw a different Peter from the Good 

Friday man who denied Jesus three times. Filled with the truth of the Resurrection and the power of the Spirit, 

he is the very opposite of fearful. Now he has the courage to stand before those who condemned Jesus – to  
proclaim him as the fulfillment of the prophetic promises and to call all to repentance. Saint John matches this 

powerful message with a reminder to his community of the immensity of Jesus’ forgiveness.  

 

So what about us? It is easy in our broken humanity to allow fear and doubt to control us. Yet they must never 

have the last word: Christ always finds a way to reassure us of the truth and reality of the Resurrection, and its 

offer of life. As believers, we find that reassurance in the sacramental and liturgical life of the Church where the 
Scriptures are proclaimed and the Spirit is at work. Here we encounter Christ. Here he takes away our fears 

and doubts and frees us to go out and share the Good News. Jesus has conquered sin and death. The reign of 

fear is over. 

 

Easter Blessings.  Stay safe! 
 

-Father Smith 

 

From Our Rector  

The Eads Bridge 
By Bryan Buer, Old Cathedral Historian  

 
 St. Louis has several landmarks on the famous riverfront: the Arch, the Old 
Courthouse, and the Old Cathedral.  Often lost among these landmarks is the Eads 
Bridge.  Enduring the aggressive currents of the Mississippi River, the bridge has 
survived for 147 years.  The construction of this bridge proved to be revolutionary, 
laying the blueprint for future, now renowned bridges. 
 
 The Eads Bridge faced many hurdles to overcome at the time.  The steamboat 
companies did not want their business to be halted because of the bridge and were able 
to place obscure restrictions on the bridge, making its planning complex.   
James B. Eads would end up securing 47 patents in order to build it.   
 
 In order to construct such a project, the construction team used steel caissons in order to firmly build the structure into the Mississippi River.  At 
the time this was the deepest underwater project, having the foundations 100 feet below water.  Masonry piers were constructed 120 feet in order to hit 
the bedrock.  James Eads instilled a new method to America, one he picked up in Europe.   Fifteen workers died due to decompression sickness, and 77 
who were affected by it. 
 
 Through all of the incredible barriers facing the construction of the bridge, it stands as a marvel of engineering.  The steel caissons would be the 
prototype for the Brooklyn Bridge.  During its construction, the New York Times proclaimed the Eads Bridge as the “Eighth Wonder of the World”.  In 
1964, the bridge was designated as a National Historic Landmark.  Through generations time has failed to deface this timeless masterpiece of 
architectural achievement. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL  
 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is an important way for the various ministries in the Archdiocese of 

St. Louis to provide for the various needs of all those who come to the church seeking 

assistance.  Pledge cards were mailed to all parishioners.  You are invited to participate in this 

year’s ACA campaign.  If your circumstances permit and your family is blessed with good health 

and employment, please consider increasing your gift to make up for those who are unable to 

make a gift at this time.  You can mail in your pledge card or return in the collection 

baskets.  Thank you for your help and prayers. 

PRAYING THE ROSARY  

 

The Rosary will be recited 25 minutes 

prior to the 12:00 PM Sunday Mass  

 

A special thank you to parishioner  

Logan Prasse for volunteering  

to lead us  

in this beautiful prayer. 

Saint Anselm of Canterbury, bishop, religious, and doctor of the church 

(April 21):  Saint Anselm of Canterbury, a Benedictine monk who lived from 
1033 to 1109, was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 1109 and is noted for 
his “ontological argument” for the existence of God (affirming the existence of the 
Supreme Being from the human capacity to have an idea of such a being) and 
his “satisfaction theory” of atonement (theorizing the passion of Jesus as 
standing in place of all humanity, for the satisfaction of the infinite justice of 
God). 

 He was twice exiled as a result of conflicts with King William II and Henry I of England; these conflicts were 
connected with the investiture controversy, whereby popes and kings battled over rights to appoint bishops.  He took a 
public stand against the slave trade.  His writings on original sin contributed to what eventually became the solemnly-
defined teaching of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

 

Saint George, martyr (April 23):  Saint George was born around 275 to 281 in Palestine and died in 
303.  He was an officer in the Guard of the Emperor Diocletian.  Although a favorite of the emperor, 
George took a stand and refused to offer sacrifice to Roman gods.  He was beheaded at Nicomedia, Asia 
Minor.  Saint George is perhaps best known as the protagonist of tales of his being a slayer of dragons. 
 
Saint Adalbert, bishop and martyr (April 23):  Saint Adalbert, who lived from 956 to 
997, was bishop of Prague, chosen for this office when only 27 years old.  He was a 
missionary among the Poles, Hungarians, and Baltic peoples.  Of noble birth, he 

nevertheless observed an austere style of life.  He opposed the slave trade.  He was exiled twice from his 
see. While trying to convert Prussians from paganism, people turned on him and he was executed. 

 
Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest and martyr (April 24):  Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen was 
born in 1577 and died in 1622.  He entered the legal profession, at all times attending to 
religious devotions with great piety.  Leaving the law, he entered the Capuchins.  He sought to 
convert Calvinists to Catholic Christianity, and had some success.  He met with violent 
opposition from Calvinists and was murdered by a crowd of them at Seewis, Switzerland. 
 

 
All you holy Men and Women, Saints of God, pray for us. 

              Saint Michael Prayer  

 

Saint Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him we humbly pray 

and do thou O Prince of the Heavenly Host, 

by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan  

and all the other evil spirits who prowl about the world 

seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
 

 

 



 

 

 
  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We read a beautiful sequence from the Acts of the Apostles this week, while also walking slowly through the Bread of Life dis-
course from the Gospel of John. Together, these readings teach us something important about proclaiming the Gospel. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, we first hear about St. Stephen. He proclaims the truth about Jesus, and he’s stoned for it. 

Next we hear about St. Philip. He proclaims the truth about Jesus, and his proclamation is received with great joy. 

Finally we hear about St. Paul and his radical opposition to the Gospel. Then we hear about how, after encountering Jesus on the 
road to Damascus, he’s converted. 

These episodes, taken together, are a living illustration of the parable of the sower. Sometimes the proclamation of the Gospel is 
met with flat-out rejection. Sometimes it’s received immediately with great joy. And sometimes it overcomes opposition and 
brings about conversion. 

The Bread of Life discourse in John 6 is one of several extended discourses in John’s Gospel, and we can’t read it without  
thinking of the others. In all of them, Jesus invites His hearers to grasp the truth about His identity. The invitations have different 
outcomes. 

When Jesus talks with the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4, there’s a lot of back and forth! But the Samaritan woman stays 
with Jesus through the conversation. By the end she’s converted, and leading others to belief. 

When Jesus talks with Nicodemus in John 3, there’s also a lot of back and forth. Nicodemus leaves that conversation as he came: 
in the dark. Still, the conversation must have continued to rattle around in Nicodemus’ heart and mind because, when he shows up 
again in John 7, he draws a little closer to Jesus, and when he shows up in John 19, he’s all in. The conversion of the Samaritan 
woman was immediate. With Nicodemus it was slower. 

When Jesus initiates a similar conversation with Pontius Pilate in John 18, Pilate simply refuses to follow. He dismisses Jesus’ 
invitation with a throwaway line: “What is truth?” 

The Bread of Life discourse, for its part, ends in division. Confronted with a hard word, some people stay with Jesus and some 
people leave Him. 

All of these contain an important point for our reflection. Our commission is to proclaim the Gospel — to “go out to all the world 
and tell the Good News.” Our commission is not to go out to all the world and manage people’s reactions to the Good News. 
Sometimes we spend a little too much time and energy on the second. 

Jesus didn’t try to manage everyone’s reactions to the Gospel. He proclaimed it, in word and deed. How people responded was up 
to them. When Jesus says, at the end of the Bread of Life discourse, “No one can come to me unless it is granted him by my  
Father” part of what He’s saying is: “I am utterly free from the need to manage people’s reaction to this invitation.” We need to 
own that freedom, too. 

As we hear the readings this week, may the Lord grant us greater freedom: freedom for proclaiming the Good News, and freedom 
from the compulsion to manage people’s reactions to it. 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Like the parable of the sower, we’re called 
to spread the Good News 
 
People will receive the message in different 
ways, while we are free from the need to 
manage their responses 
 

 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


