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Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 
Dai ly  Masses  

Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays  

  10:30 AM Sunday 

Access the live streams at:  

oldcathedralstl.org 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 
  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year history as a self-supporting  
Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your  presence, prayer, and generous kindness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can still be made by mail or in  

person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online 
donations at :   
     

www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

 

Readings for the week of May 9, 2021 
 

Sunday:   Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 

    15:9-17   

Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26— 

    16:4a 

Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday:  Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-20 Ascension: 

    Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 

    4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20 

Friday:   Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17 

Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 

    4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20  
 

Observances for the week of May 9, 2021 
 

Sunday:   6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 

Monday:  St. Damien de Veuster, Priest  

Tuesday:   Easter Weekday 

Wednesday:  Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr  

Thursday:  Our Lady of Fatima 

Friday:   St. Matthias, Apostle 

Saturday:  St. Isidore; Armed Forces Day 

Next Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 05/02/21 
 

Online Donations $310.00 
Sunday Collection  $4388.00 
Total          $4698.00 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, May 9 

8:00 AM Agnes Bonacorsi   

10:30 AM  Michael A. Amantea 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

5:00 PM Parish Family  

 

Monday, May 10 

7:00 AM  Alberto Ventura  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  

 

Tuesday, May 11 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions   

12:10 PM Ramon & Susan Hernandez  

 

Wednesday, May 12 

7:00 AM  Paul & Paula Duker  

& Family 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

Thursday, May 13 

7:00 AM Peter DaPrato  

12:10 PM Julius Ortiguera 

 

Friday, May 14 

7:00 AM Marie Hong Tran   

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  

 

Saturday, May 15 

7:00 AM Emilie Duker   

5:30 PM Karen Guccione  

 

Sunday, May 16 

8:00 AM John & Emilie Duker  

& Family   

10:30 AM  Parish Family  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 

There is a lot of love in our readings today. In the First Letter of John, he writes that God is love. This is neither a  

description of an attribute of God, nor an assertion that God is just a name for capturing how we feel about things. It is 

a foundational doctrine that describes who and how God is: he is “be-ing.” He is active. God is, in the Holy Trinity of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, a communion of persons united in perfect love. The Holy Trinity is the perfect  

example of giving and receiving love. 

 

Through that active, continuous outpouring of love, God created the angels, the universe, and us. John again instructs 

us by stating, In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us. The Lord initiated a loving relationship 

with us by creating us and calling us into relationship. Of course, we sinned and damaged that relationship, but our 

loving God sent prophets and leaders to bring us back. Finally, the Father sent the Son to die for us and show us the 

perfect love of self-sacrifice. He loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.    
 

Like a passionate lover, God pours out abundant love for us, so that we will love in return. If we understand who God 

is and what he has done for us, the most natural and reasonable response is to love God completely. This is  

exemplified in our first reading, where Luke tells us that while Peter was speaking to Cornelius, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all who were listening to the word. These were Gentiles, not beholden to the Mosaic law, and not waiting for a messiah. 

Yet they responded to the love poured for them in the preaching of Peter, and glorified God.  

 

To love God completely is to keep his commandments.  Jesus says in today’s Gospel, If you keep my commandments, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.  The first  

commandment is to love God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our strength. This requires humility and  

surrender. We have to be willing to follow the teachings of our Savior and live as his disciples to really demonstrate our 

love for him. This is a self-sacrificial love, one where we lay down our lives for one another, either metaphorically or 

literally. 

 

This is how we love one another. The Lord expects us to love in a way that sacrifices and suffers for the other. Parents 

make sacrifices because they love their children. Friends walk with friends through trials and sufferings.  Jesus gave 
us the great example of love in his crucifixion. So, too, are we called to love one another even when it is painful and  

inconvenient. God is love, and his love calls us to the cross. 

 

This weekend we celebrate Mother’s Day.  In a special way we thank Almighty God for the gift of our mothers and for 

those who have been like a mother to us.  May God bless our mothers who are living; grant a place of peace in heaven 

to our mothers who have died; and we, their sons and daughters, will honor them always with a spirit of profound  

respect. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day and Easter Blessings.  Stay safe. 

 

-Father Smith 
 

From Our Rector  

 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY ... 
to all mothers and those women who serve as 

mothers, leading through love, compassion  

and example. 

 

Many thanks to Mary and Hannah Serafino for the gift of their 
beautiful voices, Dan Vizer for the wonderful organ music, and 

Tessa Welby for presenting flowers to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Damien Joseph de Veuster of Moloka’i, priest (May 10):  Saint 
Damien or Saint Damien of Molokai, SS.CC, or Saint Damien de Veuster 
(Dutch:  Pater Damiaan or Heilige Damiaan van Molokai) was born on 
January 3, 1840, and died on April 15, 1889.  Born Jozef De Veuster, he 
was a priest from Belgium and a member of the Congregation of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, a missionary religious institute. 
 He won recognition for his ministry from 1873 to 1889 in the Kingdom 
of Hawai’i to people with leprosy (also known as Hansen’s disease), who 

were required to live under a government sanctioned medical quarantine on the island of Moloka’i.  
After sixteen years’ caring for the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of those in the leper colony, Father Damien 
died of leprosy. 
 He has been described as a “martyr of charity.”  He was the tenth person in the United States to be recognized as a 
saint by the Catholic Church.  As he is the patron saint of the Diocese of Honolulu and of Hawaii, Father Damien Day 

is celebrated statewide on April 15. 
 Upon his beatification by Pope John Paul II in Rome on June 4, 1995, Blessed Damien was granted an optional 
memorial on this day.  Father Damien was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 11, 2009. 

 
Saint Nereus and Saint Achilleus, martyrs, and Saint Pancras, martyr (May 12):  It is 
very difficult to suggest a chronology for these martyr saints (Nereus and Achilleus).  They 
are reported to be brothers and soldiers who renounced the emperor of their time and were 
beheaded, perhaps at the end of the first or the beginning of the second century.  Their 
supposed burial place, near via Ardeatina on the south side of Rome, is venerated today. 
 Saint Pancras is perhaps best known as the name of the London train station.  It is said 
that he was 14 years old when he was beheaded for his faith in about 304.  The name 
Pancratius means “the one who holds everything.” 
 

Our Lady of Fatima (May 13):  We are, of course, familiar with the events reported from Fatima, 
Portugal, in 1917.  We may be especially aware of the significance given to Our Lady of Fatima by Pope 
Saint John Paul II. 
 Our Lady of Fatima is venerated under this title following the apparitions to three shepherd children 
in Portugal in 19174.  The message of Fatima includes a call to conversion of heart, repentance from sin, 
and prayer, especially the Rosary. 
 On the afternoon of Wednesday, May 13, 1981, at the general audience in Saint Peter’s Square, the 
Pope was shot by Mehmet Ali Agca of Turkey.  The Pope was in surgery for several hours that night.  
John Paul II attributed his deliverance from death to the intercession of the Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Fatima. 

 
Saint Matthias, apostle (May 14):  What we know of Saint Matthias is contained in the first chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles.  He was selected to take the place of Judas Iscariot among the Apostles.  There 
are traditions that he preached the Gospel in Cappadocia and Georgia.  He is said to have suffered 
martyrdom either at Colchis (modern day Georgia) or in Jerusalem.  He is mentioned in the Roman 

Canon. 
 
Saint Isidore the Farmer (May 15):  Saint Isidore of Madrid must be distinguished from 

Saint Isidore of Seville (commemorated on April 4), a bishop whose encyclopedic writings have moved 
some to consider him a fitting patron of the Internet.  Saint Isidore of Madrid was named for Isidore of 
Seville and is better known as the Farmer. 
 Saint Isidore, who died in 1130, was a faithful layman.  His wife, Maria de la Cabeza (Torribia) is 
also a saint.  He was a farm laborer associated with miracles.  He is the patron saint of Madrid, of 
farmers, and of rural communities. 
  

All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 

The Next Chapter program is grounded in Ignatian spirituality and is sponsored by the Office of Ignatian 
Spirituality of the Jesuits USA Central & Southern Province. It is a six-month guided journey with a group 
of approximately eighteen people who are approaching retirement or who are recently retired. The ultimate 
goal of the program is to assist people to discern who God is calling them to be and what God is calling 
them to do in their next chapter of life. For more information see www.nextchapterprogram.org.  
 
The program begins in October of 2021. The cost is $750.00. 
 

To learn more about The Next Chapter program, meet its leaders, and have an opportunity to ask questions, you are invited to attend an 
information session. The sessions will be held via Zoom calls starting at 6:30 p.m. on May 18, June 3, and June 7. The estimated length 
of an information sessions is 1-1 ½ hours.  
 
To RSVP for an information session email Tom Auffenberg at thomas.auffenberg@slu.edu indicating which information session you 
will attend.   

http://www.nextchapterprogram.org
mailto:thomas.auffenberg@slu.edu


 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

We hear some of the “we” passages from the Acts of the Apostles this week. Typically, the Acts of the Apostles describes 

what “they” did — mainly Peter and Paul. But in a few instances it talks about what “we” did. Perhaps the author joined 

Paul on some of his journeys? 

 

I’ll leave that question to the biblical scholars! But pondering the shift from “they” to “we” makes me think of something 

that doesn’t require a biblical scholar to sort out. How do we treat those we consider to be our enemies — whether personal, 

cultural or political? Do we treat them as “they” or as “we?” 

 

Think of how God treated humanity when we conducted ourselves as enemies of God. The Father sent His Son to reconcile 

us, to bring us back, because from God’s perspective we never stopped being “His people.” In a beautiful passage at the 

start of the book of the Prophet Isaiah, God says: “Come now, let us set things right, says the LORD. Though your sins be 

like scarlet, they may become white as snow; though they be crimson red, they may become white as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). 

Notice the use of “us” language in the midst of naming our sinfulness. This is a revelation of the character of God. He 

doesn’t treat us as enemies even when we conduct ourselves like enemies. 

 

Think of how Jesus treated humanity when we were lost in sin. He took on our flesh. He paid the price for our sins on the 

Cross. He offered to make us one flesh with Him in the Eucharist. He sent the Holy Spirit so we could share His nature. It 

doesn’t make any sense from the perspective of fallen humanity — that’s not how we treat those who oppose us! But it 

makes perfect sense from a divine perspective. This is how the Father acts, and Jesus is the eternal image of the Father’s 

love. Therefore, when He comes in the flesh, Jesus perfectly embodies the Father’s reconciling love. 

 

Think of St. Damien de Veuster who served the leper colony of Moloka’i, and whose feast day we celebrate this week (May 

10). The leper colony was a physical threat to his health and life. But, like Jesus, that didn’t stop him from entering into their 

life, treating the leper colony as “us” rather than “them.” 

 

That’s the God in whose image and likeness we’re made. That’s the Jesus who calls us to follow Him. That’s a saint who 

shows us the way. Looking around at how we treat our enemies today, we’re not doing a very good job living up to our  

nature and following our call! 

 

Does that means we’re supposed to pretend everything is OK when people oppose us or, more importantly, oppose the 

Gospel and the teachings of the Church? Of course not! What we’re supposed to do is harder and costs more. We’re sup-

posed to love them, to be willing to pay the price for their sins in our lives — to treat others the way God has treated us. 

 

“What if they don’t repent?” God’s love for us does not depend on our repentance. The offer comes first; our decision comes 

after. The question is, can we imitate that love toward those who conduct themselves as our enemies? 

 

Fallen humanity struggles to imitate God’s love. But we were made for it, and we’re called to it. As we begin to prepare for 

Pentecost, let’s pray for this gift, and open ourselves to receive it. 
 

 

 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

Jesus is our example of embodying the  
Father’s reconciling love 
 
Readings this week prompt reflection on how 
we treat those we consider to be enemies 
 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


