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Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access the live streams at: oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 Weekly Giving  

 
 The Old Cathedral has long been   

recognized as one of the most historic and  
beautiful churches of its time.   

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 year 
history as a self-supporting Roman  

Catholic Parish.  
Your  presence, prayer, and generous kind-

ness continue to make it so.  
 Your weekly envelope donations can 

still be made by mail or in person by check 
at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set 

up online  
donations at :   
     

       www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 
 

Readings for the week of September 12, 2021 

 
Sunday:          Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14-18/Mk  
                       8:27-35 
Monday:      1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [1Cor 11:26b]/Lk    
                       7:1-10 
Tuesday:      Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil  
                       2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Wednesday:   Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 
                       2:33-  35 
Thursday:      1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday:       1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:      1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15 
Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 3:16—4:3/   
                       Mk 9:30 -37  
 

Observances for the week of September 12, 2021 
 
Sunday:      24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparents’ Day 
Monday:      St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Tuesday:      The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Wednesday:   Our Lady of Sorrows  
Thursday:      Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs  
Friday:       St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the  
                       Church 
Saturday:      Blessed Virgin Mary 
Next Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday 

 

 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, 09/05/21 
 

Online Donations      $285.00 
Sunday Collection $2,968.00 
Total               $3,253.00 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, September 12 

8:00 AM Parish Family  

 10:30 AM Carol Marie Cummings  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Steven Schoemehl   

5:00 PM Gerald Matt  

 

Monday, September 13 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

12:10 PM Ross Watson  

 

Tuesday, September 14 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

12:10 PM John & Olga Salas 

 

Wednesday, September 15 

7:00 AM  John Masek  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Thursday, September 16 

7:00 AM Donald Barker  

12:10 PM Members  of the 816 

Expenditionary Air Squadron  

 

Friday, September 17 

7:00 AM Brenda Sergent 

12:10 PM Michael Amantea  

 

Saturday, September 18 

7:00 AM Louis Fagas  

5:30 PM Rev. Ralph Siefert, S.M. 

 

Sunday, September 19 

8:00 AM Parish Family  

 10:30 AM James Thomas  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Celebrant’s Intentions 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

 
SCAN TO MAKE  

YOUR GIFT 

OLD CATHEDRAL  
SUNDAY TOURS  

 
We are pleased to offer tours of 
the Basilica of St. Louis, King 
following the 12:00pm Mass. 

 
Led by Luke Koebbe,  

our Deacon in training.  
Please call in advance to confirm 
that there is a tour scheduled for 
the Sunday you will be visiting  

@ 314-231-3250. 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
As Catholics, we usually think of Peter as the saint, the first 
pope, the one with the keys to the Kingdom, the rock on whom 
the Church was built. The basilica that bears his name sits in the 
center of Rome. Yet Scripture passages such as today’s Gospel 
show us a more headstrong and human side of Peter, one who 
was far from a perfect disciple. In today’s Gospel passage, Peter 
could not accept the fate Jesus foretold for himself. In fact, Peter 
rebuked Jesus when he predicted he would suffer and die.  
 
That is what some might call “cheeky.” Others might call it  
impertinence. Jesus calls him Satan. That sounds pretty harsh, 
considering that Peter had just declared his faith in Jesus. When 
asked by Jesus, Who do you say that I am? Peter had answered 
without hesitation: Y ou are the Christ, the Messiah. But Peter’s 
words – as faith-filled as they might be – still demonstrated a 
lack of understanding of what was happening around him. He 
(innocently) wanted to stop the plan of salvation that was in  
motion, thinking that he knew a better way.   
 
Luckily for Peter – and for all of us – perfection is not a  
qualification for discipleship. What are the necessary  
qualifications? To have faith and to follow Jesus’ commands. 
This entails denying one’s self, taking up one’s cross, and losing 
one’s life for the sake of Jesus and the Gospel. These are the 
works without which faith is dead.  
 
Like Peter, we are not perfect disciples, and God knows this. 
Though we have faith, sometimes we think first of what we 
want – what feels good and safe – rather than thinking of what 
God wants. But if we go our own way rather than God’s, we risk 
becoming a mouthpiece for the things of the world and its  
earthly values; and the self-serving life we tried to save we will 
lose. Even if we are unsure of exactly what God is asking of us, 
or if it seems risky and uncertain, God invites us to trust. If we 
just get behind Jesus, he will guide us. Jesus will teach us what 
to do and how to follow him.  
 
God is near, upholding us. He is our help, present to us in his 
Word and in the Eucharist. Nourished by these, we can set our 
faces like flint and not turn back, even as we confront  
opposition. The Lord will save us as we follow him in faith.  
 
Blessings on your week.  Stay safe!! 
-Father Smith 

From Our Rector  

 

 

 

 
 

Saint John Chrysostom, bishop and 
doctor of the Church (September 13):  
Saint John Chrysostom, who lived from 
c. 349-407, Patriarch of Constantinople, 
Doctor of the Church, was an important 
early Church Father.  He is known for 
his preaching and public speaking, his 
denunciation of abuse of authority by 
both ecclesiastical and political leaders, 
the Divine Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom, and his ascetic 
sensibilities. 
 The epithet Chrysostomos, 
anglicized as Chrysostom, means 
“golden-mouthed” in Greek and denotes 

his celebrated eloquence.  He is honored as a saint in the Eastern 
Orthodox and Catholic churches, as well as in some others. 
 The Eastern Orthodox, together with the Byzantine Catholics, 
hold him in special regard as one of the Three Holy Hierarchs 
(alongside Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus). 
 John was from Antioch, and early on he immersed himself in 
philosophy and rhetoric.  He was ordained a deacon in 381 and a 
priest in 386.  The period of his priesthood from 386 to 397 yielded 
most of the writings for which he is known.  He was chosen in 397 
to shepherd Constantinople.  Acting to reform the Church, he made 
many enemies and was twice exiled, dying in a forced march. 
 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
(September 14):  The Cross is, of 
course, the “logo” of our faith.  It is 
an easily reproduced symbol which 
proclaims that our glory is in our 
union with the Lord who submitted 
to a most cruel execution.  
 According to legend, the True 
Cross was discovered in 326 by 
Saint Helena, the mother of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine the 
Great, during a pilgrimage she made 
to Jerusalem.  The Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre was then built at the 
site of the discovery, by order of 
Helena and Constantine.  The 
church was dedicated nine years later, with a portion of the cross 
placed inside it. 
 The date of the feast marks the dedication of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in 335.   

 

Prayer for the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 
God of love we place in your loving arms the thousands of innocent lives that 

were lost on that unforgettable morning of September 11, 2001. We also 

remember the courage of the countless men and women who put their lives at 

risk in order to rescue, alleviate and bring solace to the afflicted. Help us to 

continue to work for a world free from every form of hatred, violence and 

ignorance. May terrorism -- in all its forms -- disappear from the face of the earth. 

Amen.  



Saints of the Week 
 
Our Lady of Sorrows (September 15):  This feast immediately 
follows the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  In Luke’s narrative of 
the Presentation in the Temple, he speaks of Jesus’ future and the 
fact that Mary herself will be pierced by a sword “so that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 A traditional list of the “Seven Sorrows”:  the Prophecy of 
Simeon (Lk 2:34-35) or the Circumcision of Christ; the Flight into 

Egypt (Mt 2:13); the Loss of the Child Jesus in the Temple (Lk 2:43-45); Mary meets Jesus on the Way to 
Calvary; Jesus Dies on the Cross (Jn 19:25); the Piercing of the Side of Jesus, and Mary’s Receiving the 
Body of Jesus in Her Arms (Mt 27:57-59); the Body of Jesus is Placed in the Tomb (Jn 19:40-42). 

 
Pope Saint Cornelius, pope and martyr (September 16):  Saint Cornelius 
(died June 253) was the Bishop of Rome from March 251 to his martyrdom. Emperor Decius, who ruled 
from 249 to 251, persecuted Christians in the Roman Empire rather sporadically and locally, but starting 
January in the year 250, he ordered all citizens to perform a religious sacrifice in the presence of 
commissioners, or else face death. 
 Many Christians refused and were martyred (possibly including Pope Fabian), while others partook in 
the sacrifices in order to save their own lives.  In hopes that Christianity would fade away, Decius prevented 
the election of a new pope.  However, soon afterwards Decius was forced to leave the area to fight the 
invading Goths and while he was away the elections for pope were held. 
 In the 14 months without a pope, the leading candidate, Moses, had died under the persecution.  
Novatian believed that he would be elected; Cornelius, however, was unwillingly elected pope. 
 Novatian had himself proclaimed pope; he was thus the second antipope in the history of the Church.  

Cornelius had the support of Saint Cyprian, Saint Dionysius, and most African and Eastern bishops, while Novatian had the support of a 
minority of clergy and laymen in Rome who did not acknowledge Cornelius as pope. 
 Cornelius called a synod of 60 bishops to confirm himself as pope, excommunicating Novatian and all Novatianists.  From the 
writings of Cornelius, it has been estimated that there were at least 50,000 Christians in Rome during his papacy.  
 In June 251, Decius was killed in battle with the Goths; immediately following this Trebonianus Gallus become Emperor.  
Persecution began again in June 252, and Pope Cornelius was exiled to Centumcellae, Italy, where he died in 253. 
 

Saint Cyprian, bishop and martyr (September 16):  Saint Cypr ian (c. 200 – September 14, 258) was 
bishop of Carthage.  After converting to Christianity, he became a bishop soon after in 249.  A controversial 
figure during his lifetime, his strong pastoral skills, firm conduct during the Novatianist heresy and outbreak 
of the plague, and eventual martyrdom at Carthage vindicated his reputation and proved his sanctity in the 
eyes of the Church. 
 He rose still higher in the favor of the people when they witnessed his self-denying devotion during the 
time of a great plague and famine.  At the end of 256 a new persecution of the Christians under Emperor 
Valerian I broke out, and both Pope Stephen I and his successor, Pope Sixtus II, suffered martyrdom in 
Rome. 
 In Africa, Cyprian courageously prepared his people for the expected edict of persecution, and set an 
example himself when he was brought before the Roman proconsul Aspasius Paternius on August 30, 257. 
 He refused to sacrifice to the pagan deities and firmly professed Christ.  The proconsul banished him to 
Curubis, modern Korba, where he comforted to the best of his ability his flock and his banished clergy.  
 On September 13, 258, he was imprisoned at the behest of the new proconsul, Galerius Maximus.  The 
day following he was sentenced to die by the sword.  His only answer was “Thanks be to God!”  The 
execution was carried out at once. 

 
Saint Robert Bellarmine, bishop, religious, Doctor of the Church (September 17):  Saint Rober t 
Bellarmine (4 October 1542 – 17 September 1621) was an Italian Jesuit and a cardinal.  He was one of the 
most important figures in the Counter-Reformation.  Bellarmine is also widely remembered for his role in 
the Galileo affair. 
 He entered the Roman novitiate in 1560, remaining in Rome three years.  He then went to a Jesuit 
house at Mondovi, in Piedmont, where he learned Greek.  While at Mondovi, he came to the attention of 
Francesco Adorno, the local Jesuit Provincial Superior, who sent him to the University of Padua for 
theology. 
 Bellarmine completed his theological studies at Leuven.  Ordained priest at Leuven, he was a 
professor as well as a preacher.  In poor health, in 1576 he made a journey to Italy, where he remained, 
commissioned by Pope Gregory XIII to lecture on polemical theology in the new Roman College, now 
known as the Pontifical Gregorian University. 
 By 1589, he began to be involved in diplomatic matters.  Immediately after his appointment as 
cardinal in 1599, Pope Clement VIII made him a Cardinal Inquisitor.  In 1602, he was made archbishop of 
Capua.  As bishop he put into effect the reforming decrees of the Council of Trent.  In 1616, on the orders 
of Pope Paul V, Bellarmine summoned Galileo, notified him of a forthcoming decree of the Congregation 
of the Index condemning the Copernican doctrine of the mobility of the Earth and immobility of the Sun, and ordered him to abandon it. 
 In his old age, Bellarmine was bishop of Montepulciano for four years, after which he retired to the Jesuit college of Saint Andrew in 
Rome, where he died. 
 

All holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 



 

 
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 
Jesus and Mary show suffering can bring 
about glory 
 
The cross shows us that "self-emptying" is 
a better way to deal with suffering than 
the world's ways 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We celebrate two important feasts this week: the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14) and Our Lady of Sorrows 

(September 15). 

These feasts say something important to the general cultural attitude that everything needs to be happy and 

comfortable  — and if anything is not we either need to end it immediately or deny that there’s a problem. This is the 

world’s way of dealing with suffering, but it’s not working and it won’t ever work. The feasts this week show us a better 

way. 

In Philippians 2, St. Paul speaks of Christ “emptying” Himself. The Greek word there is “kenosis.” “Self-emptying” is 

the best translation of the Greek word. But self-humbling and self-gift are important elements of what the term means 

with reference to Jesus’ life. 

St. Paul says that because Christ underwent kenosis — emptying Himself, humbling Himself, making a gift of Himself 

even to the point of death — God exalted Him. Kenosis is, paradoxically, the path to glory. 

We see this in the Gospel of John as well. John’s Gospel has two parts: the book of signs (chapters 1-12) and the book of 

glory (chapters 13-20). The centerpiece of the book of glory is, paradoxically, the cross. Following the rules of the world 

this doesn’t make any sense  — the cross is a one way ticket to misery. Following the rules of God, however, it makes 

perfect sense  — the cross is the path to glory. As a note in The Great Adventure Bible says, suffering is “the divinely 

appointed means of progress toward God.” 

The feast of Our Lady of Sorrows sheds important light on our approach to suffering as well. One of the options for the 

day is to read (or sing) the sequence known as the “Stabat Mater”  — frequently sung as “At the Cross Her Station 

Keeping.” Mary stands by the cross. She can’t make her son’s suffering stop. But she doesn’t turn away, or attempt to 

minimize it. She never gives in to the covert denial of the platitude: “It’s all good.” She gives strength to her son, and 

helps Him endure His suffering, by standing by Him. It’s the same kind of strength that Blessed Franz Jaegerstaetter’s 

wife gives to him in the film “A Hidden Life”: in standing by him, she gives him strength to see his trials through to the 

end. It’s a spiritual kind of labor pain, and it’s very fruitful. 

This pattern is reflected in the first beatitude: Blessed are the poor in spirit  — those who humble themselves; the 

kingdom of heaven is theirs  — they will be exalted. The beatitude contains an invitation: the relationship between 

kenosis and exaltation isn’t just something that happened to Jesus, it’s meant to be the pattern of every Christian life. As 

the Catechism says, Jesus wants us to live the mysteries of His life, and He wants to live them again in us. (Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, 521) 

This week, let’s think about the passion of Jesus and the compassion of Mary. Together they offer us a more fruitful way 

to deal with suffering. They show us that suffering, rather than being a one way ticket to misery, can actually be a bridge 

to glory. 


