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Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access the live streams at: oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

Weekly Giving  

 
The Old Cathedral has long been 

recognized as one of the most historic and  
beautiful churches of its time.  

Our parish is proud of its more than  
240 year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  
Your presence, prayer, and generous  

kindness continue to make it so.  
 
 Your weekly envelope donations can 

be made by mail or in person  
or online at: 

                    
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 
THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 

 

Readings for the week of September 19, 2021 

 
Sunday:      Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 3:16—4:3/ 
                       Mk 9:30-37  
Monday:      Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday:      Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13 
Wednesday:   Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday:      Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:       Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday:      Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d]/Lk 
                       9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/Jas 5:1-6/ 
                       Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

Observances for the week of September 19, 2021 

 
Sunday:      25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday 
Monday:      Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul Chŏng  
                       Ha-sang and Companions, Martyrs  
Tuesday:      St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Wednesday:   Weekday in Ordinary Time  
Thursday:      St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest  
Friday:            Weekday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday:      Blessed Virgin Mary 
Next Sunday: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63102 

Phone: 314-231-3250 
 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

 

Sunday - 09/12/2021 
 

Online Donations      $1,184.00 
Collection                 $4,147.00 
Total                $5,331.00 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, September 19 

8:00 AM Parish Family  

 10:30 AM James Thomas  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Celebrant’s Intentions 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Monday, September 20 

7:00 AM Francis Kellems 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Tuesday, September 21 

7:00 AM John Lawrence 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Wednesday, September 22 

7:00 AM  Peter DaPrato 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Thursday, September 23 

7:00 AM John Masek  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Friday, September 24 

7:00 AM Members of the 816 

Expenditionary Air Squadron  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 

Saturday, September 25 

7:00 AM Carol Marie Cummings  

5:30 PM Copper/Kricho Family 

 

Sunday, September 26 

8:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 10:30 AM Steve Andaya  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Rev. Ralph Siefert, S.M. 

5:00 PM Parish Family 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCAN TO MAKE  
YOUR GIFT 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

SUNDAY TOURS  

 
We are pleased to offer tours  

of the Old Cathedral following 
the 12:00pm Mass 

 
Led by Luke Koebbe,  

our Deacon in training.  
Please call in advance to confirm 
that there is a tour scheduled for 
the Sunday you will be visiting  

at 314-231-3250. 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
The readings today feature a clash of two definitions of wisdom: worldly wisdom and divine wisdom.   
 
Worldly wisdom looks at the just man with loathing. He pricks their consciences and points to the law of God. The wicked 
scoff: let us see whether his words be true … if the just one be the son of God, God will defend him and deliver him. If the 
just man is truly righteous, then God should step in, revealing truth through might. If God fails to do so, the wicked then 
claim victory through their abuse of the just ones. Worldly wisdom also spurred the debate among the Apostles in the Gos-
pel passage. Who was the greatest? Who would get the seat of highest honor in the Kingdom? Honors and rewards are para-
mount in worldly wisdom.   
 
Divine wisdom is explained by Saint James in the second reading: Wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity. That sounds exactly like what the world 
needs. Saint James not only describes the fruits of divine wisdom, but also indicators of its absence: jealousy, selfish ambi-
tion, war, conflicts. Might makes right in the short term, but leads to disaster. He also shows the self-defeating nature of 
worldly wisdom; coveting doesn’t lead to possessing but to downfall.   
 
In the Gospel, Jesus foretells his passion and death and stuns the Apostles into silence. Picture Jesus’ passion and death – 
the events, the figures, and especially the crucifixion. The supposed victory of the wicked over the just one is actually part 
of the divine wisdom. We don’t have a good way to process this until it happens to us: how could revilement, torture, and a 
shameful death be anything good? That’s why the cross is a stumbling block.   
 
So where do we go? Who wins? Divine wisdom does.  
 
First, worldly wisdom falls short because it has no eternal perspective. Those who taunted Jesus as he died on the cross (see 
Mt 27:39-44) inadvertently fulfilled what the Old Testament speaks of in our first reading. God used Jesus’ rigged trial and 
horrendous death toward an eternal end.   
 
Second, worldly wisdom is short-sighted even in the temporal realm. Might making right works until someone mightier 
comes along. And history testifies: eventually, someone stronger always comes along.   
 
Third, worldly wisdom relies solely on human intellectual powers. On the other hand, divine wisdom comes from our all-
knowing God. It includes the cross but also heaven. If we persevere according to worldly wisdom, we may get temporal re-
wards and death. If we persevere according to divine wisdom, we get eternal love and happiness.  
 
The difficulty lies both in the choice for God and in the commitment to his ways. In full trust, let us choose God’s wisdom. 
 
Blessings on your week. Stay safe! 
 
-Father Smith 

From Our Rector  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Msgr. James Holfich, pastor of the parish Church of  

St. Louis King of France (Old Cathedral), takes pictures 

of workers demolishing the old rectory in January 1961. 
The demolition was part of the restoration. A new one-story 

rectory was built in its place, and it was designed to not 

interfere with the view of the cathedral, visible from 

throughout the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial. By 

then, Pope John XXIII had declared the church a basilica, but 

Cardinal Joseph Ritter held back on the news until the 

restoration could be completed. On September 20, 1963, Ritter 

disclosed that the old church, $600,000 brighter, had earned the 

rare designation to honor its importance in frontier history.  

(Robert LaRouche/Post-Dispatch)  

Old Cathedral History 



 
 

Saint Kim Taegon, priest and martyr, Saint Paul Chong Hasang, catechist, 
martyr, and companions (September 20):   
Saint Kim Taegon Andrea (1821-1846) referred to as Saint Andrew Kim Taegon in 
English, was the first Korean-born Catholic priest and is the patron saint of Korea. 
 In the late 18th century, Roman Catholicism began to take root slowly in Korea and 
was introduced by lay-people.  In 1836, Korea saw its first consecrated missionaries 
(members of the Parish Foreign Missions Society) arrive, only to find out that the people 
there were practicing Korean Catholics. 

 Born in yangban (part of the traditional ruling class or gentry of dynastic Korea during the Joseon Dynasty, 1392-1897), Kim’s 
parents were converts and his father was subsequently martyred for practicing Christianity, a prohibited activity in heavily 
Confucian Korea. 
 After being baptized at age 15, Kim studied at a seminary in the Portuguese colony of 
Macau.  He also spent time in study at Lolomboy, Bocaue, Balucan, Philippines, where 
today he is also venerated. 
 He was ordained a priest in Shanghai after nine years (1844) by the French bishop 
Jean-Joseph-Jean-Baptiste Ferreol.  He then returned to Korea to preach and evangelize.  
During the Joseon Dynasty, Christianity was suppressed and many Christians were 
persecuted and executed.  Catholics had to covertly practice their faith.  Kim was one of 
the several thousand Christians who were executed during this time.  In 1846, at the age of 
25, he was tortured and beheaded near Seoul on the Han River 
Saint Paul Chong Hasang, (1794 or 1795-September 22, 1839) was the son of the 
martyr Augustine Jeong Yak-Jong and a nephew of the noted philosopher John Jeong Yak-
Yong, who were among the first converts of Korea, and who wrote the first catechism for 
the Roman Catholic Church in Korea. 
 Hasang chose to become a servant of a government interpreter; this enabled him to 
travel to Beijing multiple times, where he entreated the bishop of Beijing to send priests to 
Korea, and wrote to Pope Gregory XVI via the bishop of Beijing requesting the 
establishment of a diocese in Korea. This happened in 1825. 
 Some years later, Bishop Laurent-Marie-Joseph Imbert and two priests were sent.  The bishop found Hasang to be talented, 
zealous, and virtuous; he taught him Latin and theology, and was about to ordain him when a persecution broke out.  
 Hasang went through a series of tortures; finally, he was bound to a cross on a cart and cheerfully met his death, at the age of 
45.  On May 6, 1984, Pope John Paul II canonized Kim along with 102 other Korean martyrs, including Paul Chong Hasang, 
during his trip to Korea. 

 
Saint Matthew, apostle and evangelist (September 21):  According to the bishop, Papias (c. 
125), the Church’s canonical text of Matthew draws upon the Aramaic traditions associated with his 
name.  Composed c. 85, the gospel is generally arranged in an alternating pattern of narrative and 
discourse.  Intended for a largely Jewish-Christian audience, it seeks to portray Christianity as consistent 
with the Jewish tradition and a continuation of it.  Tradition holds that Matthew preached in Judea and in 
Ethiopia where he was martyred.  Saint Matthew is symbolized by the winged human (cf. Ezekiel 1); 
mentioned in the Roman Canon; and he is the patron of accountants and custom officers. 
 
Saint Pio of Petrelcina, priest (September 23):  Saint Pius of 
Pietrelcina, who lived from May 25, 1887, to September 23, 1968, was a friar, 
priest, stigmatist, and mystic of the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin, and was 
most commonly referred to as “Padre Pio.” 
 He was famous for bearing the stigmata for most of his life.  He was born 

Francesco Forgione in Pietrelcina, a farming town in the southern Italian region of Campania.  His 
parents made a living as peasant farmers. 
 He stated that by the time he was five years old, he had already made the decision to dedicate his 
entire life to God.  As a youth, Francesco reported that he had experienced heavenly visions and 
ecstasies. 
 At age 15, he entered the novitiate of the Capuchin friars at Morcone.  He suffered poor health but 
made his solemn profession in 1907, and was ordained a priest in 1910.  He lived with his family until 
1916 when he moved to an agricultural community, Our Lady of Grace Capuchin Friary, located in the Gargano Mountains in San 
Giovanni Rotondo in Foggia. 
 He stayed at Saint Giovanni Rotondo until his death in 1968, expect for military service during World War I.  In 1918 he 
received the stigmata, a phenomenon which continued until his death.  He was much sought after as a spiritual advisor, confessor, 
and intercessor.  Despite such notoriety, he would often say, “I only want to be a poor friar who prays.” His life was devoted to the 
Eucharist and prayer.  He died on September 23, 1968, at the age of eighty-one. 
 Padre Pio’s cause for canonization was begun in the late-1960s and completed during the papacy of Saint John Paul II, with 
canonization in 2002.  He is considered the patron of civil defense volunteers and Catholic adolescents. 
 

All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 



 

 
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 

The rebuilding of the Temple offers  
lessons for pastoral planning 
 
There is excitement — and challenges —  
in knowing that plans for future glory  
will not be the same as that of the past 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The readings this week give us a window into the time of the “restoration” in Israel’s history — the time in 

the 500s BC when the people returned from the Babylonian Exile and were rebuilding the Temple. This 

period in Israel’s history provides some helpful lessons for us as we engage in pastoral planning. 

We start the week with the prophet Ezra. The Persian king Cyrus had defeated the Babylonians. After a long 

period of Exile, the people were free to return to the Promised Land. In fact, Cyrus told them to go back and 

rebuild the Temple! It was an exciting prospect. 

Of course, when they got back, they realized the scope of the project. The city and the temple had been razed 

to the ground. They would have to think, plan and build from the ground up. It was an amazing but 

daunting opportunity: to look back and think through all the lessons they’d learned, to look ahead and think 

long term, and to build accordingly. 

Later in the week, we hear the interjection of the prophet Haggai. Through a combination of external 

resistance and, truthfully, some internal lack of motivation, the rebuilding of the Temple had stalled. Haggai 

exhorted the people to get moving again! The plans for the new Temple didn’t look as glorious as they 

remembered Solomon’s Temple being. But Haggai assured them: the future glory of the Temple would be 

greater than its former glory. 

In retrospect we know: that was not just a prophecy that the physical building would be greater. Haggai’s 

message also pointed to a transformation. The new temple would be more glorious because Jesus would 

enter it, and because Jesus would become the new temple, and because Jesus would make His followers into 

the temple of His body. The new glory would be greater, but it would be different than it was before, just as 

Jesus really was the Messiah — a greater but different kind of Messiah than the people expected. 

The prophet Zechariah concludes the week with the good news that God Himself would be the glory of the 

rebuilt city. Again, this is most deeply fulfilled when Jesus enters the city, and when the Holy Spirit comes to 

dwell in His followers. 

At each point this week the readings give us a little window into the past, and some helpful perspective for 

our pastoral planning. It is, in some ways, a sad thing to know that we have to rebuild — to know that the 

glories of the past are just that: the past. It is, at the same time, an exciting prospect — to plan and build for 

the future. It’s challenging to know that the glory of the future will not look like the glory of the past, and to 

open ourselves to new possibilities. Finally, it’s challenging to exercise patience — to let the project unfold 

one step at a time, and to keep our determination in the face of internal and external resistance. 

Most of all, though, it’s a comfort to know that, as the people of God, we have been here before. Let’s foster 

the confidence that the Lord will lead us now as He did then. 
 


