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Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access the live streams at: oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Daily, 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Saturdays, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 
 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

Weekly Giving  

 
The Old Cathedral has long been 

recognized as one of the most historic and  
beautiful churches of its time.  

Our parish is proud of its more than  
240 year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  
Your presence, prayer, and generous  

kindness continue to make it so.  
 
 Your weekly envelope donations can 

be made by mail or in person  
or online at: 

                    
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 
THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 

Readings for the week of September 26, 2021 
 

 

Sunday:    Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/Jas 5:1-6/Mk  
    9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Monday:   Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [17]/ 
    Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday:   Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Zec 8:23]/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3,  
    4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51 
Thursday:   Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11[9ab]/ 
    Lk 10:1-12 
Friday:   Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday:   Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37 [34]/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Next Sunday:  Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/Heb 2:9-11/Mk  
    10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

 

Observances for the week of September 26, 2021 

 
Sunday:   26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:   St. Vincent de Paul, Priest 
Tuesday:   St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz and  
    Companions, Martyrs 
Wednesday:  Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels 
Thursday:   St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Friday:   St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the 
    Church 
Saturday:   The Holy Guardian Angels 
Next Sunday:  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Respect Life Sunday 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis,  
King of France 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 

63102 

Phone: 314-231-3250 
 

 

Email: 

oldcathedral@att.net 
 

 

Website: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

Sunday - 09/19/2021 
 

Online Donations      $   370.00 
Collection                 $3,173.00 
Total                $3,543.00 
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, September 26 

8:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 10:30 AM Steve Andaya  

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Rev. Ralph Siefert, S.M. 

5:00 PM Parish Family 
 

Monday, September 27 

7:00 AM Members of the 816 

Expenditionary Air Squadron  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 

Tuesday, September 28 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 

Wednesday, September 29 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intentions 

12:10 PM Rex Bridges 
 

Thursday, September 30 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 

Friday, October 1 

7:00 AM James Thomas  

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 

Saturday, October 2 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

5:30 PM Gerald Matt 
 

Sunday, October 3 

8:00 AM Judge John Driscoll 

 10:30 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Parish Family 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCAN TO MAKE  
YOUR GIFT 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

SUNDAY TOURS  

 
We are pleased to offer tours  

of the Old Cathedral following 
the 12:00pm Mass 

 
Led by Luke Koebbe,  

our Deacon in training.  
Please call in advance to confirm 
that there is a tour scheduled for 
the Sunday you will be visiting  

at 314-231-3250. 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
Jesus speaks today of the fires of Gehenna, a place feared and reviled by the residents of Jerusalem for centuries. It was 
viewed as a cursed place, the closest thing to hell we might imagine. It was in Gehenna where Jewish kings practiced the 
human sacrifice of children to appease pagan deities. To show their utter disdain for Gehenna and the evils that happened 
there, it eventually became a landfill where the populace of Jerusalem dumped their garbage.  Gehenna was a place of fetid 
odors and unquenchable fire.   
 
To end up in Gehenna was akin to one’s worst nightmare. It was hell on earth. For Jesus, Gehenna is an artfully used  
metaphor to convince people to live in right relationship with God and one another, or else suffer the eternal consequences 
of a life lived for oneself rather than for God and for others. By this point in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is already traveling the 
lonesome road to Calvary. He has told the Apostles that he is going to Jerusalem to die for sin and to destroy the powers of 
hell forever and for everyone. 
 
It was Jesus’ desire that we all act in his name for God’s glory, in the same way that Moses wished that all God’s people 
would prophesy in the Spirit. Doing good in Jesus’ name can help us store up treasure for ourselves in heaven. In the second 
reading, James tells us you have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure, and that our sins against our fellow humans cry out to 
God for justice.   
 
Gehenna is all around us. It exists in the forms of temptation that distract us from God and take our focus off the many gifts 
and blessings that God gives to those who trust in him. Gehenna was outside Jerusalem. It was outside the walls of  
Jerusalem, outside the protection offered by the walled city. It was a feared place where both people and things were thrown 
away and left to rot. For us, the promise of life and eternal security can be found only within the walls of the Holy City. The 
more we cling to Christ and remain close at his side, and the more we demonstrate our love of God and neighbor, the less 
likely it is that we will be thrown into Gehenna, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.   
 
Blessings on your week.  Stay safe! 
 
-Father Smith 

From Our Rector  

 

As we celebrate the installation of new bells at the Old Cathedral, we take a look back to the bell that 

rang at St. Louis’ first Catholic Church – the Old Spanish bell.  

 
 

 

Since the founding of St. Louis in 1764, the property of the Old Cathedral was 
dedicated to the Catholic Church. The first church was built in 1770. The old 
Spanish Bell was given to church and baptized two year later in 1772. The bell 
was cast of bronze and 200 silver pieces — a gift 
from the local Spanish Lt. Gov. Benito Vasquez to the 
first church founded here along the Mississippi River. 
 
The bell is a treasured reminder of St. Louis’ early 
Catholic heritage and a focal point of the Old 
Cathedral Museum, currently under renovation. 

Old Cathedral History 

September 20, 1963—Pope John the 23rd announced that the  

Old Cathedral has been elevated to the status of Basilica of Saint Louis,  

King of France.  
 

The Old Cathedral at that time was one of only 17 churches in the United States to be 
designated as a basilica. The New Cathedral is also a basilica, making St. Louis one 
of the few cities in the world with two of them.  Photo from the 1930s. 



Saint Vincent de Paul, priest and religious founder (September 27):  
Saint Vincent de Paul, who lived from April 24, 1581, to September 27, 
1660, was a French priest who dedicated himself to serving the poor.  He 
was renowned for his compassion, humility, and generosity and is known 
as the “Great Apostle of Charity.” 
 He was born in 1581 in the village of Pouy in Gascony, in the 
Province of Guyenne and Gascony, the Kingdom of France, to peasant 
farmers.  At an early age, he showed a talent for reading and writing, but 
during his childhood, his work was as a herder of his family’s livestock.  

At 15, his father sent him to seminary. 
 Vincent’s interest in the priesthood at that time was largely with the intent to establish a successful career and obtain a 
benefice, with which he could retire early and support the family.  He as ordained on September 23, 1600, at the age of nineteen, in 
Chateau-l’Eveque, near Perigueux. 
 As twenty-four had been established at the Council of Trent as the minimum age for priestly ordination, he resigned from an 
appointment as pastor to continue his studies.  His degrees included a Bachelor of Theology and a Licentiate in Canon Law.  
 From 1605 to 1607, Vincent, having been captured by Barbary pirates, was enslaved, first at Tunis, then at Istanbul.  His last 
master, a former priest, decided to return to France and emancipate Vincent, who continued his studies in Rome until 1609, when 
he returned to France. 
 Seeking spiritual perfection, he placed himself under a spiritual director.  In 1612 he became a pastor, but a year later became a 
chaplain and tutor to a family in Paris.  Preaching a mission to the peasants on the family’s estates persuaded him that he should 
direct his efforts to the poor. 
 In 1617, Vincent founded the “Ladies of Charity” from a group of women within his parish.  He organized these wealthy 
women of Paris to collect funds for missionary projects, found hospitals, and gather relief funds for the victims of war, and to 
ransom 1,200 galley slaves from North Africa.  From these, with the help of Saint Louise de Marillac, came the Daughters of 
Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul. 
 In 1622 Vincent was appointed chaplain to the galleys.  After working for some time in Paris among imprisoned galley-slaves, 
he returned to be the leader of what is now known as the Congregation of the Missions, or the “Vincentians.”  These priests, with 
vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and stability, were to devote themselves entirely to the people in smaller towns and villages. 
 Vincent was zealous in conducting retreats for clergy at a time when there was great laxity, abuse, and ignorance among them.  
He was a pioneer in clerical training and was instrumental in establishing seminaries. Saint Vincent de Paul is a secondary patron 
of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.  

 

Saint Wenceslaus, martyr (September 28):  Wenceslaus I (c. 907 – 28 September 935) was the duke of Bohemia 
from 921 until his assassination in 935, purportedly in a plot by his own brother, Boleslav the Cruel. 
 His martyrdom, and the popularity of several biographies, quickly gave rise to a reputation for heroic goodness, 
resulting in his being elevated to sainthood, posthumously declared king, and seen as the patron saint of the Czech 
state. 
 He is the subject of “Good King Wenceslas,” a Saint Stephen’s Day carol written over 900 years later, in 1853, 
which remains popular to this day.  Wenceslas is usually described as exceptionally pious and humble, and a very 
educated and intelligent man. 
 

Saint Lawrence, missionary and martyr, and Companions, martyrs (September 28):  Today, the Church 
commemorates sixteen martyrs (thirteen Dominicans and three tertiaries) of Nagasaki, Japan, during the years 1633-
1637.  They include nine Japanese, four Spaniards, one Frenchman, one Italian, the Filipino, Lawrence Ruiz, the 
father of a family and protomartyr of the Philippines.  After enduring horrible tortures, their bodies were burned and 
their ashes scattered by order of the ruler, Tokugawa Yemitsu.  Saint Lawrence Ruiz and Companions were 
canonized on October 18, 1987.  

 

Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, archangels (September 29):  These biblical messengers 
signify God’s transcendence and loving care:  Michael (meaning “Who is like God?”), Gabriel (“God’s Strength”), 
and Raphael (“God’s Remedy”).  Michael is the patron of security forces and the sick; Gabriel is the patron of 
telecommunications and the postal service, and Raphael is the patron of travelers and the blind. 
 

Saint Jerome, priest and Doctor of the Church (September 30):  Saint Jerome (ca. 347 – 30 
September 420) died in Bethlehem and was from Dalmatia.  He was a devoted monk and ascetic 

who wrote numerous commentaries on and authored the Latin (“Vulgate”) translation of the Bible.  Saint Jerome is 
one of the four great doctors of the Latin Church.  He is the patron of Sacred Scripture scholars and coined the 
phrase, ignoratio Scripturarum ignoratio Christi-est, which, translated from Latin to English, means, “Ignorance of 
Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  
 

Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, virgin and Doctor of the Church (October 1):  Therese Martin, the “Little 
Flower, died on September 30, 1897, of tuberculosis in the Carmel of Lisieux in age twenty-four.  She 
was born in Alecon.  She was a contemplative who, in her biography, The Story of a Soul, urged all to 
follow “the little way.”  Saint Therese was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church by Pope John Paul II on 
October 19, 1997.  She is the patroness of the missions, which is rather ironic considering she never 
left the Carmel of Lisieux. 
 

The Holy Guardian Angels (October 2):  Observed since the about the 16th century in Spain, Pope 
Clement X in 1670 assigned this Memorial to the first free day following Michaelmas Day. 
 

All holy men and women of God, Saints of God, pray for us. 



 

 
ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN  

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

 

 

In spiritual terms, humility and trust  

are the key to greatness 
 

We can fight our spiritual battles better  

by letting the spirit of trust  

and surrender grow 
 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
How do angels fight? 
 
This week we celebrate the feast of the Archangels (Sept. 29) and the feast of the Guardian Angels (Oct. 2). The reading 
from the Book of Revelation says: “War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled against the dragon. The 
dragon and his angels fought back, but they did not prevail” (Revelation 12:7-8). 
 
Often enough, we picture Michael dressed in battle armor, holding a sword. And that’s good in this sense: there is a 
battle to be fought! 
 
But as we mature in our understanding of the faith we have to confront this fact: angels are pure spirits. So we need to 
think through the question: how do pure spirits fight — what’s the nature of a spiritual battle? 
 
We probably can’t fully understand what spiritual battle means for the angels. But — because our nature is partly 
spiritual — we can get some window into the question through our own experience. 
So, for example, when someone wins an argument, that’s not a physical but a spiritual victory. When someone betrays a 
trust, that’s not a physical but a spiritual loss. When we try to encourage someone who is struggling, or try to bring a 
person to repentance, those are not physical but spiritual battles. 
 
At the start of this week’s readings, the disciples want to know who is the “greatest” among them. At the end of the 
week, the disciples ask Jesus who is the “greatest” in the kingdom of heaven. In both cases, Jesus presents a child as a 
model of greatness. He’s telling them, in effect, their notion of greatness needs conversion. They’re thinking of 
greatness in worldly terms; they need to be thinking in spiritual terms. And in spiritual terms, humility and trust are the 
key to greatness. 
 
Similarly, our notions of “battle” and “victory” tend to be rooted in worldly terms. We think of war, sports, video games 
and stock markets. But in the life of faith, those notions need to undergo a spiritual conversion. That’s why it can be 
helpful to think about what it means for angels to fight: it helps us think about what it means for us to engage in spiritual 
battle, and to reflect on some of our key spiritual battles today. 
 
We can ask a question in order to impress people, or because we’re genuinely interested. The external reality is the 
same, but the internal reality is different. That’s a spiritual battle. 
We can do an act of service out of a desire to be praised, or simply because of love. The external act of service is the 
same, but the internal reality is different. That’s a spiritual battle. 
 
In the routine of family life, spouses can take each other for granted, or foster wonder and awe toward the gift of the 
other. We can approach our achievements in a spirit of pride or a spirit of humility. We can listen to children and friends 
shallowly or deeply. Coaches, teachers and parents can offer guidance in a domineering or in a patient way. In every 
case the external realities are the same, but the internal realities are different. In every case, there’s a spiritual battle. 
 
One of the key spiritual battles these days concerns a growing and pervasive sense of anxiety and fear which leads to a 
desire for control. When we give in to that, no matter what we do, our actions help the spirit of anxiety and fear to gain a 
tighter grip on the world. We fight that by fostering a sense of trust which allows us to surrender situations to God. It’s 
important for us to realize what’s going on there — that we’re faced with a spiritual battle. When we realize that, we’re 
more likely to fight the battle well — to let the spirit of trust and surrender grow, rather than the spirit of anxiety and 
control. 
 
Let’s call upon God’s holy angels, asking them to intervene for us in our spiritual battles, and asking them to teach us to 
fight our spiritual battles well. 


